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To elucidate Local Hisioiy, in the manner in whch it on^^t 
to be ehiddatedj is, to fescue^ the w>iihjr from obli?ion; lo de- 
lineate the changes of mannen^and the progress of arts; to call 
back to tlie fancy, the pomp and splendonr of ages diat are* 

gone : to restore the mined castle j to repcople the deserted man- 
sion j aud bid, ibr a moment, the grave render back iis inha- 
bitants to the fond e^^e of regret. 

Censura Literaria, vol. i. p. 5o. 
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To His Royal Highnesa Chaelbs Philip of Franco^ 

MONSIEUR, 

Goloaei-Geaeral of the National Guards of Fraace, 

And of the Swiss and Grisons» 
etc. etc. etc. 



Perautt US to express oar most grateful sense of the obligbg 
condescrasioB 'wliich allows us to inscribe with 3ronr illustrious 

name, this description of a place which your Royal Highuess has 
sometimes honoured with a visit, and of which you have often 
spoken in the most flattering teims of approbation. This distin- • 
guished marit of your Royal Highness's favour, gives a lustre 
and a value to our Work, which it could not otherwise have eX' 



expected to attain : and it affords ns an opportnniiy, wbich we 
liigUy prise, of proclaiming the heart-fell sentiments of req»ect 
and attachment uritfa whidi w4'have the hoiloar 16 h«," 

YourRojil Highness's 
MosthnmUe, ' 

And most devoted Servants, 



Thomas Currow* 
Aaxmn CurroiD. 



J\in<4 Jaauarjr iSlS. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Tbe Authors of this Work beg leave to express their obliga> 
tions to Mr. Pipe Wolforstan for bis kmdasristance, and for some 
Tahiable commimications ; and also to Mr. Hamper of Birming- 
ham. They desire likewise to make iheir ackuowleclgemeuLs to 
Mj:. Littleton of Xeddesley Park, M. P. for enabling them to adorn 
the mrork with a Portrait of his and their illustrions ancestor. 
Judge I.ittletou ; and to Mr. Edward Jemingham, for allowing 
them to engrave hisoriginal llllioiature ol the uaforlunale Viscouut 
Safford. 
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AH 

HISTORICAL 
TOPOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION 

OP TSB 

PARISH OF TIXALL. 

HThE pmnA of Tixall, (which wa< Bndeatly -written Tich*- 
cale, (t) Ticks-hall, and Tyxale)> ic ataated two miles east of the 

boroQgh town of Staiford, and about twelve miles to the north- 
west of" the city of Litchfield. It lies in the very middle of Staf- 
fordshiiT, and nearly in the centre ol"En{»land. The earliest ac- 
count whicii 1 have been able to iind of this parish, is contained 
in the following passages, extracted from ]><mie8day4x»ok. in 
that ancient and invaluable record, the parish of lisJl is thus 
described: 

Tttra Comiiu Rogwii— In Pireholle Hundred.— Ipse comes 



(i) Foavklfy, the hall of Tjfche, or Tycbo, a name known in Den- 
bunA)-hu Tjpdio Biahe, the fiuaoiuastroDoaur. 



( 6 ) 

tenet Tichesale, et Henriciis Ferrieras de eo^Ibi diiii^imi vir- 
ffum tenm — ^Terra est qoatnor caracaiamin. — In dominio est una 
canicata cum nno ^rillano— >lbi dnv mam prati sifara tres qnareii- 

teiia«longa,et duas lata — Valet decern solidos — Etmundos tenuit. 

Terra Robcrti de Siatford, in PirheoUe Hundred. 

Isdeni Rob.""' tenet in Tichesale tros partes ini£Bhidje, etHugo 
de eo. Et Alricus ct Ormar tenucrunt, el li beri ruei-unt. Terra 
c:it sex carucatanun. — In dominio est una, et tres sen i, et septem 
villani, et duo bordarii cum duobos carocatis— Obi sex acn» 
prati— Silva unam leucam longa, et tres quaientenas hta— Valet 
triginta solidos. (i) 

The land of Earl Roger — In Pirehollc Hundred, (a) 

The carl himself holds Tichesale, and Henry Ferricrs holds of 
him. There, is half a virgate of land. — The arable land contains 
four carucaies — One carucatc is in demesne, with one villan. — 
There, aret-.vo acres of meadow — a wood^ three furlongs lung, uud 
two broad. — ^It is worth ten sbillii^Si^Elmiaidiu held it. 

The land of Robert de Statford in Pireholle Hundred. 

The same Robert holds in Tidiesale diree parts of a hide, and 
Hugo holds of him. Alric and Ormar held it, and were free. There 
are six camcates of arable land. One is in demesne, and three 
serfs, and seven villans, and two borderers, with two carucatcs. 
There, are six acres of meadow, a wood a mile long, and three 
lurlougs broad. (5) It is worth thirty shilliugs. (4) 



(i) Domeadaj. in com. Staff. Vol. i. p. a4M9* Panted \tf order of 

the House of Commons la i^83. 

(a) Pyrnhill, is still the name of the hundred in ivliich Tixall lirs. 

(3) It is dillicull uow to conjecture where this extensive tract of wood- 
land, which seem» to have covered nearly half the parish, was ntuated } 
pediqps, in that part which was afterwards oonverted into a park, 

(4) See Appendix, No. I. 
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Bj this extract from Domesday-bool^, it appears, that Tixall 
was given by ihe Conqueror, partly to Earl Roger, (a) and partly 
to Robert de Siatford, or St ilTord ; (b) that Henry Ferriers, (c) 
and Hugo(i) hold under ihom: and that Elmund, (2) Alric, 
and Orniar, wore the original Saxon proprietors bciore the 
r^ormau conquc&i. 

TIm tuaSfy of Esil Roger was, in a few years, utterly extir- 
pated out of the lungdom ; bat the cartons brandies of Stafford, 
and Ferrers, continued to flourish for many centuries in great 



(a) See note a, at the ead oi the description of Tixall. 

(b) See note b. 

(c) See note c. 

(1) Son of Earl Roger>— See note a. 

{1) Elmund, Alric, and Orm^ir, nlio are mentioned in this estltct 
from Domesday-book, were the unloi tunale Saxon proprietors, or te- 
nants, who were dispossessed by the Conqueror, to make room for his 
Iktronred Nonaans. Of these, Alric appears to have been a nun of con- 
ndenUe comeqiience. Ormar and be are hoe stjried Ubeii, fitemen ; 
and in another part of Domesday-book, Alric is called Teinus Regis Ed- 
■warill, a royal thane, which was the highest rank of nobility among the 
Saxons. lie is stated to have formerly held Kfncfcld, now Krivillc, the 
seat of Lord Stamford, cum soca ; that is tu »riy, with jurisdiction over 
a certain dutrict extending tinou^ inferior appendages held of a barony 
or manor; and pajiog suit to its courts, etc. He hdd several estates 
under K. Edward, nud at the time of the survey had one carucateof 
laud in Ridware, under the Bi.shop of Chester. There is a ford in the 
river Sow, opposite Tixall, called Ilollisford, and a meadow adjoining, 
called Hollis Meadowy which names appear to be corrupted from Alric's 
Ford, and Alcie's Meadow. These oppressed Saxons now thought 
dwniselTes hapigr to be allowed, to hold as vassals, under the king, or 
some great Norman baron, a part of those lands, of ytbkk thejrhad for« 
nwrljr been lords and masters. 



I 
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splendour and power : and among tbeir descendanis, are to be 
found some of the most noble and illiutrious families in £n« 
ghiud at this day. 

Upon the death of Larl Roger, his pan of Tixail devolved with 
his other estates in England, to Hugh de Montgomerjr, liis se- 
cond son ; who being dain in batde, in the year 1098, Roger 
de Bellesme, of Normandjr, his eldest brother, obtained pos- 
session of the English estates, on paying a fine of 3,ooo/. to the 
king. (*) In 1102, !n consequence of bis attainder, and the 
coniiscation of all his propnrty in England, his share of Tixall 
•was probably auiicxcd to the barony of Stafibrd ; and it seems 
likely that it continued to be a dcpcndancy of that buruny, till 
the attainder of Stafford, Duke of Bnddngham, in the reign of 
Heniy ym. 

Early in the lath century, Tixall appears to have been pos- 
sessed by thefamily of Wasteneys. (a) This name of Wasteneys, 

or Gastcneys, is found among the list of IVormans of distinction, 
who came over with the Conqueror, and was probably derived 
from Le Gastinois — (Wastinium or Vastinium Lai.) a province of 
France, which is a subdivision of the district called the Or- 
leanois. (d) . It continued in the ponession of this fiunily, for 
many generations, till the reign of Richard when Roger de 
Wasteneys had an only daughter, railed Rose, who inheriting her 
fathei's estates, mairied Sir John Merston, Knt. : and they hav- 
ing no issue, in the year 1469, sold the reversion of Tixall, 
after their death, to Sir Thomas Liiileiou, at that time a judge 



(*) Dugdiile, Uarou. vol. i. p. 38. 

(3) TtuU Evideoces, Stowe'9 Cbron. p. 108. iBQ^JUih ]9an»Dot. voL 1. 
p. 533. 

' (o) See nota b. 
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of the court of common pleas, (b) This Sir Thomas Litttoa, 
WAS the fiimoualowyer, whose ** Treatise on Tenures" is so jostly 

cdebrated, as well for its own merits, ns for the ample com- 
mcntarj with which it has been illustrated by Sir Edward 

Coke, (f) 

Sir William Liuleton, eldest son of Sir Thomas, inherited 
Tixali. He married Ellen, daughter and coliuiress of William 
Wakhj Esq. of WauJip, in the county of Leicester, by Mary, 
daughter and. coheiress of Richard Byixtn, Esq. of Clayton, in 
Lancashire, (i) By her, he had a dan^ter, and only child, 
Joan de Litibton, who married Sir Jtdm Aston, of Ubywood, 
knight banneret. By thb marriage, Tixali, and Wanlip came to 
the family of Aston, (g) Sir Edward A.ston, son nnd heir of Sir 
John, who lived in the reign of Henry Vill. iranslerrcd Ins resi- 
dence from Huy wood to Tixali ; and built there a magnificont 
mansion, of which the yenerable ruins still remain. It descended 
firom him, lo his grandson. Sir Walter Aston, who nm made 
a knl^^t of the Bath, at die corona^on of James I. ; was one of 
die first English baronets ; and finally, in the. year 1637, was 



(a) See note a. 
(r) See note f. 

(i) Es steoam. Fob. de Aston, panes Doaa. CUIfiwd de TiiMii,Bsnnie- 

thnm. 

Among the Family Evidences at Tiiall, there is a fragment of a letter 
addressed by Dugdalc, the famous autiquanan, to his son, in order that 
he ni^t dfilm it to Loid Asloa. The IbHowing passage is a part of 
dusfiaguient. ''Tizhillcameto thcmliy adaagfaterauBdhdceofWddi, 
BOtnMnj ages since; which daughter many ed to Litdeton ofFmiUflyy 
(in Worcestershire) wliich Litllctou^by her had a daughter and heire maiw 
ryed to &r John Auon, a knight banneret. But before that, it wuiu the 
ftonlyof Wasteucys for mau^' descents." 

(«) Seeaotee. 

B 
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enaited Baron Aston, of Forfar, in the kingdom of Scotland. 
From him the estate of Tixall descended, in lineal surcrssion, 
to James, fifth Lord Aston : who married ihe Lruly Barbara 
Talbot, daughter of Georgr, fourtoenlh Earl of Slirewsbury j but 
dying in the year 1760, without male issue, his estates were 
equally divided between his two daughters and coheiresses : 1 . 
Maiy^ mnrriMl 10 Sir Walter Nonnt, Bart, of Sodington and 
Ibwlqr, in the.comitjrof Worcester:' 3 Bailiani, wife of die 
Hon. Thomas Clifford, fourth son of Hugli^ third Lord Qif* 
ford, of Chadleigh, in Devonshire, (i) Tixall fell to the lot of 
the Hon. Barbara Clifford, who died in 1786, and upon the 
death of her hu'^baud, the lion. Thomas Clitrord, the yoar fol- 
lowing, the estate uf Tixall devolved to their eldest son, Sir 
Thomas Hugh Clifford, Bart, the present possessor. 

A last of Persons md Families, who were pn^niUon 
cf the Parish of Tixall, at the period fif the Cb»>. 
questt and since, down to the pretau time. 

Elmund, Alric, Ormar, (Saxons) 

Roger de Ifon^omeri, Eail of Shrewsbury, Chiches-^ 

ter^ and Anmdd ( 

Robert de Toem, or de Stafford ) 

Hugh de Montgomeri, second son of Earl Roger. 

Robert de Bellesme, eldest son of Earl Roger 

In the crown or annexed to tlic barony of Staflbid 

Family of Wasteneys — from about 1 120 to 

Rose de Wasteneys, married to Sir John Mcrston, Knt. . . 

Sr Thomas Littleton 

His widow, daring her life 



(b) See note ■.- 
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Sir Wm. LitUeton, their eldest son i5o5 

Joan dc Littleton, married to Sir John Aston, kat. bant. . 1607 

The Family of Aston 

James, liiih Lord Aslou 1747 

The Hon. Mary and Barlwn Aston 1760 

The Hon. Thomas diflbrd 1 768 

' Sir ThomAsHogh Clifford^ Bart. 1787 



Having thus given a summary accoimt of the ancient state of 
die parish of Tixall, and of its various possessors, from the ctm^ 
quest, down to the present time j I shall now proceed to tho 
topogmphical and historical description of die parish itself, and 
of the most rmnarknble places in its immediate noghboiiriiood : 
and shall begin hy describing its boundaries. 



BOUr^DARIES. 

The parish of Tixali is bounded on the north, by Hopton- 
heath, tm. thoMst, by Ingestrie Park, and the river IVent: on 
the west, by Beacon mi, and Uie lands of St. Thomas Priory; 
and «m the south-west, and south, by the river Sow : by the wOd 
rora antic hnolls, and han^g woods of Cannock Chase ; and the 
highly-ornamented scenery of Shugborough. It is a peninsula, 
formed by the rivers Sow, and Trent ; the former of which, 
though the larger stream, loses ils name, as it falls into the 
Trent, at the village of Great Haywood, where the parish also 
|oins to die more ancient and original property of the Astous. 



HOPTON-HEATH. 

Hopton-}ipaih, (*) ihe northern boundary of Tixall parish, is 
the proporiy ot Marl Talbot : and was inclosed about thirty 
years ago, by tlic father of the present Earl. This spot is cele- 
brated in English history, as having been the scene of a bloody 
battle, which was fought there, on a Sunday, the igih Mardi, 
1643* between the lun^s troops, commanded by Spencer Comp- 
ton, Eail of Northampton, and the Parliamentary forces, under 
Sir John Cell, and Sir Wm. Brereton. Two of the Earl's sons, 
James, Lord Compton, and Sir Charles Compton, fouf;ht by 
his side; but the former, brin<^ \vi imdod in the leg, in tlir be- 
ginning of the action, was forced to leave the field. Soon after, 
the Earl's horse was shot under him ; yci he continued lighting 
on foot^ and killed with his own hand a colonel, who had ad- 
vanced to attack him. At hmgth, his hebnet being stmck dff 
with the butt-end of a musket, and his person left exposed and de- 
fenceless; the enemy oiTcred him quarter, but he resolutely 
replied, " / scorn to lake (juartcr from such base mpues and 
rebels as jou are." Immediately, a blow from a halbort, on the 
back of his head, and a deep wound in his face, brought him to 
the ground, and he was killed upon the spot. Thus fell this gal- 
lant nobleman, in the forty>8econd year of his age. The par- 
liamentary generak refused to give up the dead body to his sons, 
or to allow his surgeon to embalm it: but they afterwards cap> 
ried it to Derby, where it was interred iu All Saints' church in 
that dty . (a) Since the indosure of Uopton-heath', human bones^ 



(•) Hoplon, quasi Upton, or Bi^-towo, this heath beiog the highest 
ground hereabouts, 
(a) aaxendon, Ilist. Rebtdl. vol. 3. p. i49-5o. Shaw, Hiil. of SCaft 
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with fragments of military weapons, have sometiaies been tamed 
up hy the plough j of which a few have been preserved, and are 

deposited in a farm-house near the heath. This circumstance 
corresponds exactly with what was prophesied by Virgil, con- 
cerning the plains ol Pharsalia, in the following beautiful lines, 
at the conclusion of the first Georgic : 

S<;ilici>t ft tcnipus vonict, rum finibtif illis, 
Agricola incurvo terrain inolitus aratro, 
EiCM inveoict icabri rabigiae pila j 
Ant gravibiu nstritgalfltt pababit inuitt, 
Giaodiaqu* cSoMttiDudMlttr oMa tepokriii. 

Georg. I. 1. 4^. 
The time witl come, when m tho»« faul fi«l«by 

At to lite plough the openinf:; furrow yields, 
Some labouring swain sball liod the riut-woro pike, 
Of hugc)»frair» lnB w i > t t l« < m i ri l M | 
FfOBi At 4bcp inDch (ball bona ofliaroM faiae, 
Aad fiaed in wonder OB At fiaflmcal* guc. 

INGESTRIK. 

Ingcsiric, (anciently called Ingestrent, (i) and in Domesdajr- 
book, Gesawn), one of the eastem boiindaries of Tiacall parish, 
ffasa part of the great barony of Stafford, framed to Robert de 
Toeni, by William the Conqueror, and was then valued at 
i5s. 5d. In the reign of Henry II. it was held by Eiido, otIvo 
de M it ton, OT Mutton: but some yo;u-s after, it passed from this 
family to that of Chetwjnd. lu the curious ancient record, 



(i) iDgsstNnk, fiom ing, ia BMiikh> a riHndow^ tf^'Trant MlMdow. 
In the register of Oinrdfc-EiUMi, in x658y and ia other old leeocds it is 
so called. 
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caQed Testa deNwUU (^) it appears, that about 19 Hea. II. In- 
gcslrie and ]\Iitton were held by the heir of Ralph de Milton / 
but that iu tlic following roijni, tlipy were held by Sir Philip dc 
Chetwynd. How «hese estates passed from the Mittons to the 
Chetwjmds, is clearly shcwTi iu Uie followiug uarraiion : 

*< Neare to Hopton, oa the same side of Trent, lyeth In- 
gestrie, Mugo held of Rob. de Stadford ao Conq. bat whe- 
ther he were peteraaU ancestor to the Muttons, who not long 
after possessed it, is hard lo be determined. In the time of Hen a. 
Ito (or Eudo) de Mutton was of Ingestre and Mutton. He 
gave certain lauds ia lugcstre, to y* Priory of St. Thoiuas (then 
newly founded) and heranip a Tjay-brotlier there ; It^aviuf^ his 
possessions to his son S*^ Ralph de Mutton kt. who was also Lord 
of Manors of Gmtwich, Rewle, and Ruggc, co. Staff, 
and of Dmmheniskin in y* county of Loutb (or Uriel) in y* pro- 
vince of Ulster, in Ireland, yf^ last was given him by Bertram 
de Verdon (a groat Baron in those times.) Tliis S*" Ralph had issue 
Adam, and Philip, both kts. — to Sir Adam> Henry dc Audith- 
legh (or Audeley) in the time of H. 3. gave all lands at Brere- 
don (except lladniorc) : he and his heirs paying yearly a paire of 
gUtspurrs all ihc feast of St. Jomcsfor all serv ices except forreigu. 
Thtt Sir Adam was likewise a Bene&ctor to the CooTent of St. 
Thomas, where he bad thepresentatitm of a Canon granted to 
1dm and bis heirs for ever, to celebrate divine service for tbe sonls 
of Sir Philip de Mutton, bu brother, for y* b^thof his own 
soni, and for those of his ancestors and successors. He bora. 



(a) Jesla NcvilU, or Testa de Nevill,'u an uicieut record, kept bj iba 
lui^g's reuMnbrsiicer, ia Ibe Escbeqasr; aad contatos the luughts* fees, 
thimichotttlbegr«RteilpiwtofEiiBhMid«intb inqaisitkHM of lands eidieat- 
ed. It got the name from its compiler, Jokan, A NtvU, one of the iti- 
nsiant jasttces in the reifu of Hen. Ul. 
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Ibr his htaa (as appears by his seals) Fretiie with a Canton : in 
allusion, I sappose to the Andleys j a 'custom frequently used in 

that ago, by such as had a dependancc on great persons. He 
died about y' /jo. H. 3, leaving by Isabella his wife, Ralph his * 
son, then under age (who died not long after without issue) and 
Isabella, an only daughter, married to S'^Pliilip de Chetwynd, co. 
Salop, kt. who56 H. 5. was seizid of Inge sire, Gratwich, and 
Malton(aIl were then certified to be held of y*" barony ofSial- 
ford by two hts. toes and an haU) as also of Dnunhenisldn in Ire- 
land* and after the death of Sir Philip de Mutton without issue 
(which happened about i6. Ed. i.) Philip de ChetWynd, son of 
Philip and Isabella before mentioned, remained sole heir to 
that family ; being in his mothrr's right, possest of Ingestre etc. 
(CO. Siafl".) whose son S"" Philip, ii. E. 2. obtained a charter 
of Frec-warreu in all his said lands, and by marrying Alicia, 
daughter an.dcoheir of Ralph de Grendon, in Warw.'* 35. E. i . 
became possest of aliur estate in Grendon^ Dordon, and Waver- 
ton, all which Lands aAd Lordships in y* Counties of Warw. and 
Staff, except Ruggc (a part whereof is now mjoyed by a younger 
branch of iliis family) are, by a continued succession, descended 
to Walter Chetwynd, now of Ingestre, Esq', 1679." (i) 



(1) The aboTe-dted passage i* eftracted from a folio MS. compiled by 
this W. Chetirjrnd; dioughhe never pnUislMd it, nor anf other work. 

He was iDtimately coanected with all the emioent antiqnvMS of his tinek 
Burton, author ol the " History uf Leicestershire/' one of the first coua- 
ty-Li5tories published ia Eoglantl, left him his MSS. Erdcswick's papers 
also came into Uis possession: and it was be who iutroduced Dr. Plot 
into SidibrdafaiM, and engagod huoa to write the natural history of that 
county. 1^. Plot haa acntioned W. Ghetirynd with peat mpect ; and 
has given an interesting account of the building and i*fffiijMion of biges- 
trie choEch. AU the aboTe>mwitionod TahnUe MSS. of Borloa, and 



( i6) 

This Walter Chetwynd, was a great antiquai^, and a man of 
leaminn;, liberality, and piety. In 1675, he began tordMiild the 
parish clmrrli of Ingcstric, and completed it in lliroe ycnrs. One 
ol' his .wgcstors, Win. ChotwytuI, was Gentleman Lsher of the 
Chamber, 10 kiugHeury Vil. and iu ihc yth year of that king's 
reign, was most barbaronslj assassinated on TixaWiteath^ as 
vriU be afterwards more particularly related. 

Walter Chetwynd, the antiquary, died without issue ; when 
his estates devolved to CaptainChetwynd, his near relation : whose 
eldest son, Walter, wns twenty years member of parliament, 
for the borou<;Ii of Sta fiord, froin 1 roa to i^aa. Being a firm 
and zeahdis adherent of the house of Hanover, lie was, in the 
year 1717, created \ iscouul Chetwynd, of the kiagdum of Ireland : 
but dying without issue, in 1756, John, bis next brother s«^ 
ceeded him in the title and estates, 



Erdeswick, besides considerable ones of ^V. Chctwviid's own writiii-:, 
though carefully put up in a box, were uuliappily mislaid on the repair- 
ing of bigestrifrhall, and continusd in obicurity, till a few years sioce, 
when ikay were agshi discovered at that place. Those of W. Ghetarjnid's 
own writing, consist prindpally (tf two folio volumes, beautifully, as well 
as accurately written; the one, a vellum cliartuliirv, coiilainiiii^ copies 
of all the records of the Chetwynd family, with elegant drawings of mo- 
numents and seals, and of the church and house at Ingettrie : the other, 
(which is the book whence the above-cited extract is taken) presents a dear 
and concite account of neeily all the parishes, together with pedigrees 
of the families, in the hundred ofPjrehiU. TlnsIastMS. which hadbesn 
lent by Lord Talbot to the P< v. S. Shaw, was after his death for some 
time iu the possession of my learned friend, Samuel, Pipe, Wolfcrstan, 
Esq. of Statfold, near Tamwortb; by whose Undness, I have been en* 
abled to make sevenl valnaMe extracts from it, tot this work. Mr. 
AN olferstan, well. dcMTTes the encomium bestowed on Brdeswick, by 
Camden \ venanuida Mitifuiuilis eubormaximuf. 
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Tliis John, Lord Cbeafjwkp liad a danghtdr, Catherine, who 
married m 1748, the Hon. John Talbot; and on her fiithei^i 
death, in 1767, inherited his estates: but the title of visconnt de- 
scended to a younger brother of Lord Chetwynd. 

The Hon. John Talbot, was third son of Charles, first Lord 
Talbot, who in 177^, was appoiiiled lurd chancellor; and the 
same year, was created a peer ol Great Britain, by the tide of 
Lord Talbot, Baron ofHensol, in theconntjr of Glamorgan. (1) 
Hediedin his officeof chancellor, in the year 1737, the fiity-aecond 
year of his age, nnhrersally honoured and beloved, and justly la- 
mented as a great national loss. 

*' He was endowed with admirable talents, which were inn 
proved by a liberal and generous education, suitable to the dig- 
nity of his extraction ; and by uppljrmg to the sJudy of the law, 
advanced himself, by real merit, without servility, or the arts of 
coimpli<m. Both as a pleader, and a judge, he displapred an 
moonmion fond of knowledge and eloquence fs and manifested 
an inviolable integ^ty upon all occa^ims. Aldiouf^ in place, 
he maintained the independence and qpiritof the most celdirated 
patriots of any age or country. He never prostituted the power 
of office to ministerial or other dictates ; nor ever stained it by 
an act of avarice: nor were his own family and kindred the sole 
object* of his care and beneiiceuce. He was the rauniliccnt 
patron of litemtnre, and learned men; and the sure relief of 
the distressed.* (9) His femily was a branch of the ancient and il- 



(i) " Lord Ring resigning the ofllcc of chancellor, it was conferred upoa 
Mr. Talbut, solicitor-general, together with the title of baroa j a promo* 
lion, that reflected honour upon those by whom it was advised. He poi- 
leiMd thespiritor a Roman senator, th^eleganoe of an Attiais, and the 
iatagritjr of a Cato."— Smollct, Hist. ofGeor^ tL i^SS. 

(a) CoUias, Peer. art. Talbot. 

C 
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luslrious house of Talbol ; and he was lineally descended from 
Sir Gilbert Talbot, of" Gration, in Wortostershire : who was 
third son of John, second Earl of Shrewsbury, knt. banneret, 
and knight of the garter, and one of the must renowned warriors 
and statesmen of his time. 

Where is the great Alcidet of Ihe field, 
Valiaiit Lord Talbot, Bail of Shrcwibaiy 7 
Created fiir hU lart ncccM in anas, 

Great Earl of Wexford, Waterford, and Valenct ; 

Lord Talbol of Goodrich and Urchinficld, 

Lord Strange of filackmerc, Lord Verdun of Alton, 

Lord CntBiwdl of Wingfietd, Lord Fonuval oTShdBdd, 

Tbc thrice viclorioiu Lord of Falconbridga * 

Knight of the noble order of Saint George, 

Wariky Saint Mictiacl, and the tjolden Fleece ; 

Great aaanbal to King Utotj tbe Shah, 

Of all liit wan widiin the laabn of Fmne. (i) 

Ghailes, eldest son of the dbancellor, a most promising jontb, 
died before his fiilher, in 1755. He hftd made the tour of 
Europe irith Thomson, the author of the ** Seasons to whom 

Lord Talbot was a liberal patron, and kind benefactor. Dnr> 
ing their travels, Thomson conceived the plan of his poem on 
" Liberty j" but while he was employed in writing it, after their 
return to England, Mr. Talbot died. The poem opens with 
the following aflectionate tribute of sorrow to the memory of 
hb friend ; 

O my lamented Talbol I while with thee, 
Tbe mute gay roved the glad Ueiperian roand, 
jbid drew th' uispiring breadi of ancient arte ; 
Ah! Itttkihoaglhteba, bar retaiiitogTeiM 



(i) ShahBepeaia, KiDgHflii.Vl. parti, act. it* fc?. 
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. Should *ing our darling subject to thy shade ! 
Aad does tbjr mjrstic veil from mortal beam 
loToiTe dune tjUt wbm cvcrjr virtu milcd. 
And all the father^t candid tfirit shone ? 
The light of reason, pure without a cloud ; 
Full of the (generous heart, the mild regard } 
HboMir diidainiog blemub, cordial faith, . 
Andlii^pid trndi ihatloola the verjr todl. 

Thomson also composed a poem " To the memory of Lord 
Talbot which breathes the most noble aud exalted sentimeuis 
of honour^ patriotism, and virtue : it is equally creditable 10 
the diancellor, and die poet, and reflects great hoooar onl^rd 
Talboi's frmily, to whom it is addressed. 

William, second son of Lord Talbot, succeeded his lather in 
his tide and estates ; and in the first year of his prescMi majesty's 
reign, was appointed lord steward of the household, and ad- 
vanced to th(! dignity of an earl. As lord steward, he walked at 
the nuptial procession of their majesties, Sept. 8^1761, taking place 
of all earls, by virtoe of his office. At the solemnity 6t dieir 
coronation, his toidship, as loid hi^ steward of England, car- 
ried St. Edward's crown : pmnunmced the words of h<»nage 
to his majesty, in the name of the earls ; and attended Mr. Dy* 
mocke, the champion^ yyhen he made the formal challenge. (1) 

Earl Talbot died in 1782, without male issue; when the earl- 
dom became extinct, but the barony devolved to his nephew, John 
Chetwynd Talbot, eldest son of the Hon. John Talbot, and Ca- 
therine Chetwynd, above-mentioned : who, in 1784, was created 
Viscoont bgestrie, aad Earl Talbot. He married Lady Quus 
lotte Hill, dani^terof the Marquis ofDowiuhire^ and sister to 
the- present Marchioness of Salisbniy; by whom he had Issue, 



(1) CoUina, Ftar. ibid. 
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Charles Chotwyml Talbot, ihc prpsont oarl : who. In 1800, mar* 
ricd Miss Lanihurt, daughter oi Charles Lambait, Esq. of Bean- 
park, in Ireland. 

Ingestric is a small parish, nearly all in demesne. It is 
Ixmnded on the east, by the Tk«iit« from which it rises by a gra- 
dual ascent, till it foins the parish of Hxall. The parts c<mti- 
goons to lixall are the Lejr-park, adjoining to iriiich is the Deow 
pmekf and the Pleasure-ground, commonly called the Wilder* 
ness. This is a handsome tract of forest-scenery ; one part being 
a close tliicket, the other, an open f^rovc of majestic oaks : some 
of wiiich arc above 12 or 14 feet in {^irili, at five feel from the 
ground. The approach from the north is through an avenue of 
beech trees, of uncommon sise and beauty. Beneath this 
magnificent shelter, stands the ancient mansion, on the declivity 
of the hill. The south front is a fine piece of aichiiectnre, of 
the time and style of James I., and its appearance is very striking 
and venerable. The present carl has lately pulled down the 
north front, which was of more modern date j and with that . 
good taste and discernment, which are conspicuous in all his im- 
provements, has erected a new one, in the same style of architec- 
ture as the south front : by which, not only the exterior gran- 
deur of the whole is much increased, buta noble suite of apart- 
ments has been formed within. His lordship has also com- 
pleted a hambome approach to Ingestrie, from the south : and 
forihis purpose, has planted a saltmarsh, which, before it was 
drained, was almost incapable of vegetation j and has removed 
bom the Pleasure-ground, an ancient triumphal arch, which 
with some additional buildings, and decorations, now forms 
amd^^tand appropriate entrance>ludgc. 
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THE RIVER TRENT. 

Our progress Artfngh die boundaries c£ the parish of Tfanll, 
has now brooghtiisto die riverTfeat: which is not howerer its 
immediate boandaiy^ being separated £rom it, by a nanow strip 

of Hayvrood-Liberty which intervenes. The name of this river 
has puzzled and amused the etymologists. Some derive it from 
the French word Trente, and suppose thai il obtained this ap- 
pellation from rccclvinf{ thirty tributary streams ; (i) tO which 
Milton alludes in one of his juveuilc poems : 

The Trent, wbich like some earth-born giaatipnftd* 
Bis thirtjr arms along the indeDted mMd*. 

It is also said to produce thirty sorts of lish ; to wbich Dray- 
ton adds, that thirty abbics decorated its banks. (2) Omitting 
other fanciful etymologies, I proceed to inform the reader, that 
this noble river, the third in England, in size and consequence, 
takes its rise from three springs or heads, in the north-west ex- 
tremity of.Stafflirdshlrej one issues 6iai of New ^bbl, the odiinr 
two rise not very fin* from each otheir^ at ihe ifoot of Mob Cop, 
a mpmuainoas ridjgie which divides this comitiy^NHn Cheshire. ^ 

Soon after the nuiou of its three streams, the Trent passes 
about a mile from Stanley, a small village, from which,never- 



(1) Camd. Brit, in com. Staff, 
(a) Polyolb. Song si. v * 

(jt) In twtlnng tot the demation of ^ nunas of towns, it Mumi aatii- 
nl to sflucit for them, in the language wbich prevailed at the time, when 
those towns were first built or founded : but as rivers arc coeval witb the 
earth, the etymology of their names should rather be soi^^t in th/» most 



( ) 

lhelo<s, all tlio great Stanley faniiiics takf their name :(i) it flows 
thence to Hilton, once an abbey of Bcnedicline monks, founded 
in 1325, by Henry de Audeley ; and which, at the dissolution of 
monasteries, was transferred in exchange for other lands, to Sir 
;Edwaid Asum, of Tixall, by Hen. VIII. (a) It next iravenei die 
Sttfibrdsliire Potteries, ^ which extend thron|^ a series of vil- 
lages, for nearly seven miles ; and form altogether one of the 
most remarkable districts in the kingdom. At Stoke, it meets 
the navigablrt canal from the Trent to the Merscfy, commonly 
called The Grand Trunk ; which is there carried oyer the river 



■ncaent or Awfoul language of the coontiy. Upon this principle, the 
oeajcctiim of Camden, who decivei the uudo of TienI, Imbi Ih&niB e 
andof FlMUMat, who deduces it from trie, three, in Snon ; are equally cr* 
roneous. Richard of Cirenceslcr, in his singularly curious work, " De 
Situ Brilatinniae ' in which he gives a descriplioa of Britain, in the time of 
the Romans, calls it Uriyona Fluvms: which was probably the name it 
bove at that period} ibrit is not to be finud in any namtive of later 
timst, nor pechaps in aoj other woiL ThisnaniB 7>^iOiMiievidend^of 
British origin, from irei^ three, and ovoiij a river: the final a, being 
merely a Latiu termination : and is very appropriate to the Trent, which 
springs firota three heads at some distance from each other, but soon united 
in One stream. In like iiuuin*r, it* present name is probably derived from 
iMt, three, and x^iten, tofether. (See Gioitsaiy of British weeds in Boiw 
Ws **CmnXL' 

(i) Erdesniclc. 

(a) Dugd. Monast. vol. i. Evid. at Tixall. 

(i) The manufacture ul Potter's ware is very extensive and important | 
the value of the maaufacturad article being as it were a creation of the ma- 
mifiMtwer, htm a raw material of low value, The Potteries eonsistof 
a nnab«rof scattered vOlafes, oen^jingan extent of about ten miles } and 

may contain above 30,000 inhabitaDts, including those who depend upon 
them for employment and subsistence." (Pitt's Aj;ric. Surv. of Staff.) 
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by an aqaedact. Three miles ferther on, it reaches Trentham ; 
once • a priory of regular canons,' founded by King Ethel- « 
red, about the year f)8^, and nftenvards rebuilt and endowed 
by Randolph, second Earl of Chester, in the reign of Hen. I. 
It is now the principal residence of the Marquis ol StaObrd. 
Here the Trent is expanded into a fine lake, covering eighty acres 
of ground j the western bank of which is adonied with a noble 
hanging wood. It next runs between Darlaston and Mcaford, 
where are seated two branches of the ancient iamily of Jerris ; 
which has gained immortil fiune, by the naval exploits of that 
geliant and intrepid Admiral Eail St. \nncent. (4) Here the 
' roads from Chester and liTerpotd to London unite, and cross 
the river over a handsome stone bridge, of one arch, newly 
erected. Just behind is Siouefield, \aiv\y Inclosed , where, in 
1 745, the Duke of Cumberland drew up his army to give bat- 
tle to Prinee diaries, who was supposed to be advancing that 
way. (5) The rirer gradually enlarging in its conne, now flows 
by the town of Stone; « place risingj«gMdly.nMDweBldi and con* 
sequence, from the influx of trade broo^t there, by tl^e Grand 



(4) " Of such as have signalized themselves in the navy, few countries 
can bout au equal uumb«r. To the names of Admiral Leveson, iu the 
reign of EUnbedi, and the Mynors, of Utloaatar, in the last oeatary, 
weare prtmdtai addttatofthe late Lord Anson, of Shugboiongh, mthe 
prSSSnt} and the future historiaa will expatiate with pleasure on the 
achievements of Sir Allan Gardiner, (a native of Uttoxetcr) and on those 
of Sir John Jervis, of Meaford, near .Stone ; whose late glorious victory 
o?er the Spaniards, still cheers eveiy British boiom^aad has justly obtained 
in him theettUom «f St. Vincent." (Rer. S. Shaw, ^nt to Hist, of 
Stafll) 

(5) " In fatore times, posterity will almost doubt the fiict, when they 
lesd, that a couidecable hand ofmountaiiiAers, ondiMiplinedf uaofiiccced. 
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Tmnk Canal. Here also was a prioiy, founded by Kenulpb, 
King of Bfercia ; but muck increased by the barons and earls 
of StafTord : many of whom were buried in this place, (i) 
At llie dissolution of monasteries, it was purchased by Wil- 
liam Compton, a rich merchant, who married Jane, eldest 
daughter of Sir Walter Aston, of Tixall. 

About a mile below Stone, on the banks of the Trent, stands 
Aston; once an estate of the Stanleys, from whom it came by 
marriage to the Hcveninghams ; from them to the Simecms ; and 
lastly, to the late Thomas Weld, Esq. of Lnlworthpcastle, in 
Dorsetshire; who sold it a few years since to Earl St. Vincent. 

The next place of any note on the banks of this river is San- 
don: whicli from 12. Edw. HI- till the reign of James I. nearly 
5oo years, was the n-sidencc of the Erdcswicks : of whom 
the last and most celebrated was Sampson Erdeswick, the auti- 
* quary. (a) It became afterwards the property of the Hamilton 
fiunily ; and about forty years ago. Lord Archibald, now I>nke 
of Ifamilion, Innlt di«e a handsome stone house, and in a com- 
manding situation ; but disposed of it, before it was compleated, 
to Nathaniel, first Lord Harrowby. His son, now Earl Har- 
rowby, has erected on a bold woody knoll opposite the south 
front of the house, a column oi the Doric order, wliicli is a con- 
spicuous and ornamental object to the surrounding coimtry. On 
the north side of it is this inscription > 



and half-armed, had penetrated into the centre of an unfriendly conntiy, 
with one army behind them, and another In their front \ that they rested 
there a few days, and that they retreated above three hundred miles, with 
acarodjjr my 1om> coiitiau^j pressed by a foe, suppUed wlh etciy advsa- 
t^fi that legnlfrf could bertow." (Pennant Jour, fiom Cb. to Loo. p. So.) 

(i) Dugd. Monast. 

(9) Ecedoiw. Antiq. of Staff. 
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Sacred to the Memory of William Piu. 1806. 
Oa the south side are these lines : 

GnUelmo Pitt 
Dadleins Baro Harrowby 
Fkitri patri« civis 
Amico amicus 
Bloereos posuit. 

Having watered the rich pastures of Ingestrie, about three 
nules fttMB Sandoo, the Trent then comes in sight of Tizall : 
end here, after having pursued its coarse from its spring to this 
place, nearly in a strait direction, the river seems to indulge 
in many playful and serpentine meanders, as if unwilling to quit 
the' dellghiCuI spot ; and indeed, from Tixall to "VVolselcy, 
a distance of four miles, it flows through as beautiiifnl a valley 
as is to be found in any part of England, (i) Its various scenes, 
rich in every object of rural beauty, luxuriantly pictures^e, 
smiling with verdnie, and crowned with plenty, strongly call 10 
mind the poetic fictions of ihe vale of Terape, and the pastoral 
Arciidia; at, radier, to nse the language of Goldsmith : 

B«e kwns atcad that aeon Arcadian pride. 
And brightaramama Aanfimcd Hjyda^aa ^ide. (9) 



(1) Armstrong, in his excellent classical poem, " The Art of preserv- 
ing Health," recommending the amusement of fishing, eDumerales some 
ef ^ moat proKfie stnanUf and crystal rivulets f best adapted to aflbvd 
thisdcG^tfid^ort: aadsagrs^ 

-------- - Such through the boonda 

* Of^MMttralStaffiird^ ramthelmlnigTimit. 

B. 3. 1. ^a. 

(a) TravdW, L 3ii. 

P 
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About a mile from Tlxall, n portion of the river is diverted 
from its course, in order to work a t orn-niill, "vvhich was the 
ancient lorcfs mill of the Aston family : and was sold hy the 
late Hon. Thomas CMord, to the Stafibrdshire and 'Worcester- 
shire canal company. It is admirably situated for business, at 
the spot where that canal fidls into the Grand Trank : and its 
present proprietors have availed themselves of these advantages, 
by adding a paper-mill, and an apparatus for grinding colours, 
to the original coDcem. Adjoining is a warehouse belonging to the 
company, and a house and office for the w harfinger, who manages 
ihe business of both canals. Here the StufTurdshirc and Worces- 
tershire canal is carried across (he two arms of the Trent, by two 
aqueducts, and terminates in a spacious bason, which opensiulo the 
Grand TmnL Canal, .at the distance of 46I miles firom itt odier 
ffttremity at Siourport, where it commnnicates with the Serero. 
By this canal, the Grand Tmnk, and the Grand Junction Canal, 
there is now an uninterrupted communication between the four 
great rivers to England : the Thames, tlie Severn, the Trent, nnd 
the Mersey ; and consequently, a direct trade by water, between 
London, Bristol, Liverpool, and Hull. (1) 
^ Immediately alter passing under the two aqueducts above^ 
mentioned, the Treat nnites tts brandies, and hastens to re-, 
oeivethe Sow; which is so lar, a more considerable river than 



(1) " The pcrpeadicolar elevation of the summit of the Staffordshire 
and Worceslfi-shire canal, above the level of the tide iu the Tliames at 
Brentford, is said to be 385 feet. That of the Grand Trunk Canal, 
4ao : aud of the Trent, at its juDctioa with th« Dove, loo." (Pilt'f, 
Agrie. Surrejr ef Staff, p. 8.) 

" Respectiiig the coarenieaca tot coaveyanoa cf heavy artidM,.paiw 
haps no coim^ ia Eaglaad, or even country in the universe of equal ex- 
tant, is batter acwiaodatad with artificial canala. Tbey eitefid abont 
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itself, but fated to lose its name and conMqaence in the mten of 
its more fortunate rival : 

O two jncb silver currents when they meet, 
Do glonfj' the baiiki that bouud them iQ>(l) 

The confluence of the two streams forms a broad sheet of 
water, vrhich is fordabic, having on its left bank the village 
of Great Haywood j and on its right, Shugborough, the 
magnificent seat of Lord Viscount Anson, anciently writ* 
ten Soughborow; and locailedfirom ita ama^n- at the month 
of the Sow. This expanse of water is crossed hy a long 



aoo miles ia length, and much bdUtate the convenience of btdlgr ud 
weighty articles, such as coal, limestone, and lime ; iron in the ore, or 
metal } flags, aud stone for boilding ; and considerably reduce the ex- 
pense of carriage. The trade in timte articles hss oonsequeniiy been es- 
tended te a tcij great degney and ^ popahtion ef the neighboaifaood» 
llhere Uiejr are produced, has much increased. The very rapid estSBp 
sion of Birmingham, and also of the Potteries^ lias h<-en much promoted 
by canal conveyance. Similar instauccs are to be fonnd elsewhere. Thus 
these canals have been a means of considerably increasing population, by 
enabling the proprieton of miiies of izon, coal, and Kme, to extend dieir 
WOlhSi and hj that neanl enqloj nMne people in laiiiiig aMnafiMtavM^ 
ilpd, transporting the dilBsreat articles. .They cost in execniioa aboni 

5oo,ooo/. ; and upon an avernpc pay ton per cent, per annum, to the 
proprietors : they consequently kI"! half a million to the national capital, 
and 5o,ooo/. per auoum to its income ; and with their consequent ex- 
tensidn* and iaprAeenl^ of Uie aunes, manniactnrcSf aod conmeirce of 
the connt^V not'leis then donUe the snmi abore^ttd: and aieceiv 
tainly a great national inyneaBMnt, as well as accomodation to a tcadin^ 
county."— 

(i) Shakespeare, K. John: act. a, sc. a. 
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•ndpictiinfqm fton* bridge, not wUa enon^ Ibr canuiges, 

which once conflisted of forty-diree arches ; and was generally 
said to have the greatest number of arches, and to have been the 
longest horse, or foot-bridge, in England ; but it is now re- 
duced to fourteen. It -was erected by the Fnrl of Essex, the ce- 
lebrated favourite of Queen Elizabeth, while he resided at Chart- 
ley-castle, about four miles distant, in order to convey his hounds 
across the river to bunt in Gaimock Chase, (i), 

Leavinf die beantifiil vale of Shugborou^, tbe Treat passes 
on between WoIseleyohaU and Bisbton> tbe seat of Mr. Sparrow, 
to Colton and Bdtamore, (a) an ancient seat of tbe Aston fiunily , 



(i) " From the mUdlt? of ihc britlgeis a view of very uncommon beauty, 
varied witli almost eyery thing that nature or art could give lo render it de< 
licions. The old church of Golirich, the mansion of the aodent En|||ish 
baron at Woladey-lud! } the great-mndowed noode of baflding in the ceigit 
of Qnecn Elizabeth, in the house of Ingestrie the modem seat at Oak- 
edge, and the lively improved front of Shugborough, are embellishments 
proper to our country. Amidst these arise the gCBuinc architecture of 
China, in all its extravagance-, the dawning of the Grecian, in the mixed 
Gothie Gaiewq)r at Tueall: and the chaste buildings of Athens, exempli- 
fied by Mr. StuarL* (Pauunt, Jonr. firoaa Gb.. to Lon.) 

(a) " Treat, hatiag left Wolselef and Biditon, pnsea to Gohon, and so 
takes Its farewell of Pyrehyll hundred. In ao Conq. Coiffridus held 
Colton of Rob. dc Sladford, there being then one hide of land, con- 
taining six carucatcs, sixteen acres of meadow, and a mill, with woods a 
mile long, and three quarters broad, all which were then valued at Sos. 
and hadbeen in the poaiesiion of Odo andCUnc bcfpre the conqnest. la 
tbe neit age, HarduUe de GMtenow, (or Wasteneyi) was lord of it, from 
whom it came by descent to SirT. de Wasteneys, Kat. whose daughter and 
heiress Thomasine, brought it in marriage, temp. Ric. a. to Sir Nich. de 
Greseley of Drakelow, Knt. In g Jac. Six Geo. Grietley, Bart, aiieucd it 
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now ilic residence of Edward Blount, Esq. grandson of the last 
Lord Asion ; and then taking an eastern direction, receives at 
King's Bromley, tlic waters of the Blyihe, a clear stream, (re- 
markable for craj fish, trout, aud eel,) which rises in the Moor- 
lattdt of Suffordsire, and mun ihe noble dnifline of Blylh- 
field. It soon efter mches 'VVidmor^ e pleoe fiunons ibr dio 
lUt^ of bactm, ifhich bee been Ic^ dieve for 700 jeen, u tbe 
never yet claimed reward of nnintemipted con] a gal bumony. 
Here the stream divides, and forms several islands, over wbicb 
the great road from Lichfield to Burton, (a part of the Roman 
way called IkeniJd-street) is carried by three successive bridges. 
Just below it receives the Tame, and then turning to the north- 
east, dmdea Staflbrdsbire firom Derbyshire. At Burton, re- 
nownedt for its ale, its left benb ym» once decoiaied by a splen- 
did abbej, wbicb was fovnded and ricbty endowed in looa, hf 
W-ulfric, Earl of Mcrcia ; and in 1 546, was bestowed on Sir Wm. 
Paget: by whose descendant, the present Miarquis of Anglesee» 
its ample revenues arc still enjoyed. 

Having beautiiied aud enriched the county of SiatTord, during 
a course of more than iiiiy miles, the Trent swelled by the ro- 
mantic Dove, runs eastward Arongb Derbyshire; andatSbarde- 



to Sir Walter Aston, (tb«n Imi^t of the Balb, but after Loid Astonj of 

Forfare, io Scotlaod) whose son, W. Lord Aston, anno i658, sold tho 
scite of the manor house and a great p«rt of the demesne to Wm. CheU 
tvynd ofRugelrv, Esq. most of ihc tenements to the several occupants, 
and tbe rest (with the royally aud advowson) to his brother Herbert As- 
ton, wbo bad also other lands beco by hk fiitbar s on wbicb be 
bailt and resided, givii^ bis bouse tbe nasM of Bdhosoar, in nigBd. it 
was fiaisbed by the bmevoUnce and sAction of bis fitsnds." 
(CbetnsradrsMS.) 
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low, seven miles south-west of Derby, becomes navigable for 
large vessels, and here the Grand Trunk Canal terminates, at the 
diilMce of ninety-lhree miles from iu other extremity, where it 
foiiu ihe MeiMj. Skirting Leicestenhire, the Trent ie shaded 
hy the venereUe oaks of Donnington Vluk, the antique residence of 
tbeEarls of Huntingdon, now the property of the Marquis ofHas> 
tings^ who hasbuilt there a beautiful mansion in ihc Gothic style. A 
few njiles beyond, it visits iho casllr and town of JNoltinj^huni, and 
then taking a more nuiihfrly diictUun by INcwark, it iiaverses 
Lincolnshire, till it mcct^ the mouth of the Ouse, when both 
rivers lose vlieir names, in theHumber, an estuary from three 
to six miles in breadth, ^vrhich carries their vnitad vateniniQ 
the Gennen ocean, 

•r - Btll. Mcnd flood! 

May slill lliy IiospilaMr swains Lo blest 
Id ruxat laaoccnce ^ Ibjr luouutauu sttll 
Teem with die flee^j race ; ihj tuneful wpodf 
Vpr ever flooriah, and thj valctlook 
'ffilh flowwy iiMttdows, and die goldea graia. 



B£ACX)N-HILL. 

We come now to contemplate the western boundary of Tixall 
parish, which is formed by the Beacon-hill, and tlic lands of St. 
Thomas Priory. This hill, with the grounds about it, and 
the whple e^t^te, formerly belonging to the canons of St. 
Thomas, is extra-parochial. It rises abruptly in the midst 
of an open champaign coontry, and being croimed with 
an airy dump of trees, is an agreeable and pictnresqne feature to 
the circumjacent udghbottriiood. It was no doubt, formerly 
|he station of a beacon pr signal. These beacons were high 
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poMS* erected in conspicuous places, on the top of \vliich wen 
fastened barrels filled \vi(h pitch ; and were long in familiar use 
among the primitive Britons, and western Hifjhiandcrs of Scot- 
land. When it was necessary to rouse the people to arms, in cases 
of forei||n invasion, or other sudden emergencies^ these barrels 
iren set fixe to bi benight, and the flame *c(»iild be seen at a 
Ipreat ditteace ; Irat in the day time, the signal was given by 
xtisiiig a great imohe. hk the vugo of Edw. III. it was ordeied 
that this sort of «lanii should be made with pitch pots, placed on 
standards, or on elevated buildings, within due distances from 
each other. (]) Tu these contrivances, has now iocceeded the 
ingenious invention of telegraphs. 

It appears that similar means of (giving alurm, or communi- 
cating intelligence from distant places, were employed by the 
Greeks in very ancient times, as is evident from the following 
Unes in the iSdi book of Homer^s Diad : 

As when from some beleaguered town arise 
The smoVe-s, high-curling to the shaded sLitt, ] 
(Seen from some itiand, o'er the main afar, 
When men dislrcst hanj^ out llic sign of war) 
Soon as the Sun in ocean hides his ra^s 
Thick on tbe hills tbe flaming beacons blate ; 
yifimk long projected boaint^ Mas an bright. 
And HeaveaV high arch reflects tbe miij light . 

But the most remarkable instance of the use of this sort of bca- ' 
cons in antiquity, is to be found in the following lively and pic- 
• tm-esque description of the manner in which the intelligence of 



(0 Chamb. 0ic. by Raei. EnejcL Bnt. ait. Beacon. ' 
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thaUkiag of Troy was communicated to Clytemnestra, then tt 
Argos, by Agamemnon. It is in the tragedy of AgamenuMm, 
by i^chylus : 

Chorus. 

Wbal ipeed cooldbe tha hmM «f tUt nem? 

CLTVBWIIBnUs 

Tlie fire» that finm tt* hci|^ «f Mateat 

lU streaming light, as from the announcing flame 
Torch blazed to torch. First Ida to the sleep 
Of LemDoa; Athos' tacred height received 
11ieiiu||htjrtpleDdor ) firom tte wriguig bid^ 
Of th' Helletpont, the vigoroas blua held oa 
Il< smiling way, and like the orient sun 
lllamea with goldea>gleajuing rajrs the head 
Of radjr Maeclu ; nor lingen thcr^ 
Hot winks unheedful, but tU waniing flaniM 
Daris to the streariif ofEun'pus, and give* 
In glittering siguai to the guards that hold . 
Their watdi on MeMpnu. Hwm caiiikBa 
The joj-denouncing fires, that spread thebhuM 
To where Erica hoar, its shaggy brow 
Waves rudely. Uoimpaired the active flame 
Booafr o*er lha hvd of Aaopu, liko 
lliejoeiiiidlloaa, andan QAcBRni** Meep 
Wakes a successive fiame ; the distaut watdl 
Agnize its shine, and raise a brighter fire. 
That o'er the lake Gorgopis streaming holds 
Itmpideonne, andoadienKnnilainhdgftt* 
Of .¥!p;iplanctus huge, STrift-shootlDglpnNMb 

Tlic lengthened line of light. Thenco omrardi w«vw 

Its fiery tresses, eager to ascend 

The ccagy of Proae^ fnnroing in their prida 

O^er die Saronic gnlf i II lcap«» II iboiIbU 

The samuiit of Arachne, whose high head 
l^ooks down qa Argos : to this royal seat 
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Thence darts Ae light, that from th' Mm lire 

Derives iu birlh. Riglilly in order llnis 
Each to the next consigns the torch, aitd filli 
The bright succession, whilst the first in speed 
IfiMtrithllMhit: theprnmuMdngiMlduf 
Gam hym/ lord to •imoiince the fiiU of Troy. 

JEtcb. 4gam. ,1. i85. 

PRIORY OF ST. THOMAS. 

« 

The prioiy of Si. Thomas, the Martyr, (the famous Thomas 
a Bccliet, Archbishop of Canterbury) was founded by Richard 
Pcchc,(i) who was chosen Bishop of Coventry in 1 1G2. In j 181, 
he was appointed one ol ihc jusiifcs in Ireland j and hi the same 
year founded this priory, only ton years after the assassination 
' of Bediet. (a) In 118a, Bishop Pikh< pot on the luibil of a c*- 
non r^Iar of St. Austb^ m this priory j and dying the year 
following, was boned in the draich which be had elected, and 
in the habit of the religious order which he had embraced. 

At the same time, Gerard dc Stafford, the son of Brian, ceded 
to this priory, all the laud which he held of the bishop, beyond 
the water of Berkeswich ; to wit, from Kyue&brooii, (3) as far as 



(1) " Vocabulo Gallico, qood Accoftm sonal \ says Godwin, '< Da 
plrBfulibiia AngUa p.3i». 
(3) Anglla Sacra, toL a. p. 435. Shaw's Hist, of Staff, ait. litdifieM. 

Dugd. Monast. vol. a. p. 3 16. 

(3) Mal«5 in Dugdalc, Akyncsford.— Sec Carlulary in the Appendix, 
"Sio. 11. Knyesbrook is now Kiosoa-brook : Wylhcd(.-iisladc is no doiibt tbq 
woody and watery dell, which booids St. Thomas property oa th* Thall 
ade: ^myAt, a willowy <faft, a hoUow or bottom, dad» " tjrifa cadaai" a 
coppice } in mAuxL Un|;oa|;e, VmkmdeO Copse. 
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JVjthcdenslade in length ; aud in breadth, from the Tixall vray 
to the Sow water : and as much of ihe water as is contiguous to 
that land. In 1 194* 5, Ricli. 1. the canons of St. Thomas pur* 
chased the lordship (tf Drayton, near Penl^dge, n part of the ha- 
fOnj of Stafford, of Hervey Bagot j which he was constrained 
to sell upon his marriage with MtJisent, the }iciress of Stafford, in 
order to raise the fine of ^00 marks, to he paid by him to the 
Iting for livery of the said })arony. About the year ia63, 47 
Hen. HI. the uufortunaic Robert de Ferrers, last Earl of Derby, 
granted two messuages, and seventeen acres of land in Chartley, 
and the advowson of the church of Stow, to the pHory of St. 
Thomas, for the health of his soul, and of the souls of Bfaiy and 
AUanora, his wives, and of all his ancestors, and posterity : to- 
gether with his botfy, after his decease, that it might be there 
9 interred, (i) 

In Pope Nicholas's taxation, for Staffordshire, in 1291, 19 
£dw. I. the priory of St. Thomas is said to possess lands in 
Stow, worth i5 marksper an. : do. in (^verswall, 9^ ; at Bloore^ 
4 marhs; lands in Draytoo, near Peikkridge, worth 61s. j at 
TVadswell,' 5os. ; at Colton, iis. 5d; at Mere, in the deaneiy 
of r^ewcastle, 68s. 4d.; at Stradicote, 10s. ^ Fendefoid, do.; 
Leigh, 3os, j Orbeston, (now Worston) Cote, Epton, (now 
Hopton) Whitgreave, etc. 48s. ; and a mill, and other rents 
worth 74s. The mark being i3s. 4d., the whole nn nM^^ value 
amounts to 37/. 5s. 7d. at that time. 

I find no further mention of St. Thomas Frioffy> till the reign 



(i) It is probable that this Gerard deStafTDrd was some opulent inhabitaiit 
of the town of Staflbrd, and was so called from the place of his residence ; 
but not of the great family of the Barons dc Stafford \ as the names of 
Gmrd^ and Brian, occurno when hi their genealogy— firdetvr. Stalt— 
Sm dsotbe orisM Qwrten inthe Appeadu, Ne. IL 
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of Hen. VIII. wlien in tke acconnt taken of religious hon&es^ its 
annual income was esiimaied at i4i/. i3s. 2d.(i) From the 
great difTerencc in the value of money at this day, it is dinicult 
to calculate exactly tlie revenues of this priory ; but some jtidg- 
mcut may be formed by comparison Avith similar establishmcnUi ; 
ont of finuteen religioiis houses ilk Suffoffdshtre, mentioned by 
Dogdale, there are onlj two, whctse income exceeded diat of 
St. Thomas; the abbej of Bnrion, estimated at aSjL i^a. 6d. 
and that of Dc la Cress, at 327/. 53. 

Waller Chctwynd, of Iti^'csirie, having enumerated the exten- 
sive possessions of this prioiy, (ia his manuscript folio quoted 
above) adds as follows : 

Having tlnis amply enlarged y' Possessions given by their 
founders^ and procured several Bulls from y* See of Rome> for 
the perpetuall appropriating them 10 thdr Prioij, irith j* sen- 
tenoe of Excommtmicaiion against the violaien thereof, th^ 
likeirise obtained divert firandtises and exemptions firom j* Civil 
Power; and had also a grant of Free-vt'arren, laB. i. in all 
their demean land. But ney ther y* Papal Anathemas, nor their 
Royal Charters could protect them against that Statute made in 
y* Pari' att Leicester, 27 II. 8. by which, all the Relegious 
Houses, whose revenues exceeded not 200/. per an. were given 
to y* ling, whereupon there fell to the crown mi fewer than 
S76: in which number this was induded, being the preceding 
year, valued (according to those easy rates set on them hyy* 
Commissioners) l^ut alt i4i/* i5s. ad." 

Upon the Gnal dissolution of religious houses in England, the 
priory of St. Thomas was held by the crown for some years ; 
till the king granted it with all its manors, lands, andapporie- 



(i) Dufd. Bis* vol. I. p. a65* Moaast. i>. Si-].' 
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nances, to Rowland Lee : who hud born c lmnrellor of the dio- 
cese of Lichfield, and in i554, wus con>>ccruicd bishop of that 
see J and was besides Archdeacon of Cornwall, professor <tf civil 
and canon law in the nniyosity of Cambridge, and commissary- 
general to Cardinal Wolsey, in his visitaticmof the whole cbnrch 
.of England, in 1529.(1) RonnI ukI Lcc was indebted for his 
promotion lo the bishopric, to lh«' services which he had done to 
Henry VIII ; jmrlicularly lor liiiviiif^ porformofl the cere- 

mony oi his marriage with Anne Holeyne, ihuugh Queen CalJie- 
rine was still alive, and the pope would not gram a divorce. This 
marriage took place in die chapel of Sopewell nnnneryj near St. 
Albans ; which was granted eight years after to Sir Richard Lee, 
who was probably nearly related to the bishop, (a) Rowland 
Lee was a very remarkable man, and possessed of great abilities. 
He was made governor of the Marches in Wales ; an ofJice which 
he retained till liis death, and liis name is still held in veneratioa 
by the \Vch>h, for the services he did their country. Having 
cleared the Blarches of all the n^bers yihQ infested them, and di- 



(i) Bnrwood's Deicf^. of lichfidd. Shaw^t Staff, vd. 1. p. 973. 

(9) Anne Lee, eldest dan^ter of Sir Richard, was the hcire&s of this 
property, and uiarrit-d F!d\\ard Sadler, second son of Sir Ralph Sadler : 
from tlu'm are descended the Earl of Charlcville, and tlic Lords Ashtou 
and Duuully, in the kiogdom of Ireland. (Sec Appendix to " Sir R. Sad- 
W» State PipenT toI. a. p. 38 1.) 

I nrait not omit that Bame lulyaD, or I^dy Jnliana Romen, was 
prioress of Sopewell Tiunneiy. She is called hy Bale, tRustris fomina, and 
is thought to have been sister to Richard, Lord Berner^, the translator of 
Froissart. She appears to have been the hrsl poetess iu England. Her 
** Boke of Huntyng," along with a Book of Hawking, and other plesurii 
deifene, yn» printed at St. ADmm, in i486, fbl. and by Wynkyn da 
Worde, in 1496, and was reprinted in black letter in 18 j4> 
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vidcd ilic principality into counties, lie caused it to be united 
with Enf^Iand ; :ind procured nn act of parliament that Wales 
should be governed by the same laws, and partake of tfie same 
rights aud privileges : than which nothing could have happened 
more foruinate for the good of the people. He was afteorwards 
accused of treason, by some who envied his wordi and greatness^ 
bat was honourably acicpuued by die kin^s council. Bishc^ Lee 
lived till the year i543) when he died at Shrewsbury, at the 
house of his brotlier Geortie Lee, Dean of St. Chad's j and was 
buried in the collegiate church, before the high altar, under a 
tomb of black marble. By virtue of a settlement of his property 
made in 3i Hen. VIII., the lauds of St. Thomas Priory were di- 
vided after his death, among die£ve sons of Isabella, hb sister, 
by her husband Roger Fo^er. 

The name orFowierisofgreal antiquity, in England, belonging 
to a family of ^omc note and distinction, prior to the reign of 
King Richard I. Richard r\)\vler, ofFoxley, in Buckinghamshire, 
accompanied that valiaut prince in his expedition intD Palestine, in 
1^90 i aud maintained at his own expense, a certain number of 
Ei^^ish bowmen^all his own tenants, to serve m the holy wars. (1) 
At the megs of Acre, or Ptolemais, by his extraonUnary care 
and vigilance, he baffled an attempt of the Infideb to surprise 
the Christian camp in the night. In reward of these eminent 
services, his royal master knighted him in the field : aud caused his 
crest, which was the /land and lure, to be changed to the vigi- 
lant owl. From him, Roger Fowler, above-mentioned, was des- 
cended j and his great grandson, Waller Fowler, married iu 1629, 
Qmstantia, youngest daughter of Walter, first Lord Aston, of 
Tixall. (a) By her, he had diree sons, William, Thomas, and 



(i) WottoDs's Barouel, vol. 5. p. 101. 
' (a) KiagChuleill, «l his xe»tocatioo, intended to iostitatc an order 
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Walter; and two daughters^ Maiy^ and Dorothy. He survived 
bis lady, and dying iu 1681, was sncceded by his son Walter 
Fowler, who married Maria, dauf^ter of Waller Heveningham. 
Esq. of Aston^ near Stone. Of his daughters, Blary married 
John Betham, Esq. by whom she had an only danghler, Cathe- 
rine Betliam ; and Dorothy mnrriod Thomas Grove, Esq. by 
v hom she had an only son called Thomas. Their brother Wil- 
liam Towlcr had no issue; and in 1713, he, made a will, by 
which he settled an annuity of 5oo/. on his sister Dorothy, for her 
life ; and after her death, an annuity of 200I, on h«r son Thomas 
Groire. But at the same time he setded his whole landed es> 
tate, subject however to these annuities^ on his niece ^'^'Hhmnrt 
Betham^ only daughter of his eldest sister Marv ; on condition, 
that she and her husband, if she married, should hear the name 
of Fowler. In 1715, he privately, ond to all appearance most 
unaccountably executed a new wiiij by which he revoked the set- 
tlementof 171a; and thas left die ^accession to his property ua< 
dedded. the year followmg William Fowler died, living hit 
new will, pevfecdy unknown to fas fiiends, in the hands of Oaris- 
topher Ward, an attorney, of Stafford, whom he had employed 
to draw it up. Whether through ignorance, or desij^ti. Ward, the 
attorney, made no mention of the will of 1715, loiit^cd in his 
hands, but observed a strict silence respecting it till his death. 



of kulghdiood, as a rewaid to those who had adhered faithfully to him in 
his dislrossps. Tlioy were to be called " Kniplits of the Royal Oak," 
aud were to bear a silver medal, uilh the di vicc of the king in the oak, 
peodaul to a ribbon about their necks, iiut it was thought proper to 
lay it aside, lest it might open those wovadt afiwafa, which at that tloie 
it was thooi^t most prudent to heal. Anumg the uaaes of the iotended 
knights, with the yearly value of tJieir estates, die aixth is Walter FoW'* 
ler, Esq. i,5oo/. (WotUm's Baroaet, toU 10. p. 3^5, Sbaw'tOwt, 
of Staff, vol I.) 



Digitized by Google 



(59) 

^bich hapened in 1 724. in 1 736, Thomas, Lord Viscount Fau- 
conbeig, married Catherine Fowler, alias Betham j stjrled him- 
self Fowler Fanconbeiif, in compliance >vitli tlin will of his wife's 
uncle, and came into possession of all ihe Fowler estates, which 
at that lime yielded a yearly income of more than 3,000/., and 
>vcre considered as very improvcable. At this lime, Thomas 
Grove, the son of Dorothy Fowler, Lady Faucouberg's auut> 
was established in Wwcesier, where, having fiiUen mio distreis^ he 
followed some business, which hardly afforded him a livelihood } 
on which account. Lord Fauc<Md>erg generoualy took npon him • 
self the expence of the education of his only child, Rdbecca 
Grove, and sent her to a convent in France, for that purpose. 
But a strange rcvcrso of fortune was shortly lo take place ! In 
1727, Edward W.ird, son oC Christopher Ward, llic attorney, 
looking over his father's papers, discovered the will of 1715, and 
cmnmunicated it to Lord Aston, of '^nzall, who was the princi- 
pal trustee for the Fowler estates. About diis time, Xh(MDas Grove 
died, and his onljrdaughter Rdbecca, married Mr. Fitsgeiald, an 
Irish barrister. The common tradition is^ that Lord Aston laid the 
will In question before Mr. Fiugerald for his opinion, who im- 
mediately perceived that Rebecca Grove, as representative of her 
grandmotlier Dorothy, sister ;md coheiress of Walter Fowler, 
was clearly entitled to one half of the Fowler property, the for- 
mer settlement on Catherine Betham^ in 171a, having become 
null and void, by the subsequent will in 1715: and that, in con- 
sequence he paid his addresses to her, and obtained her hand. 
After a long suit in chancery, and an appeal to the house of 
lords, it was finally determined in 1733, that Lord Fauconberg 
should surrender one half of the estate ; but should not be liable 
to refund auy part of the income he had received from it. Upon 
this, hu lordship dropt the name of Fowler, and losing all relish 
for what remained to him of the property, he soon al ter sold the 
priory of St. Thomas to Sarah, Duchess of Mailborough. Her 



( 40) 

g^e dying in 1744* left it by will to her grandson, the Hon. John 
Spenodr, fonrth son of Gharles« Eail of Sundeiiand, bjr Lady 
Anne Chnrchill, daughter and coheiress of the great Dohe of fifari- 

borou<^)i. His son, created Earl Spencer^in 17G5, sold ihe es- 
tate of St. Thomas to the father of the present Lord Tulbot. The 
other moiety has remained with the descendants of Mr. Fits- 

gcrald. (1) 

The priory of St. Thomas, is situated in a sweet sequestered 
Talley, watered by the river Sow, under a woody height, whidi 
shelters ii from the north and east. Abo?e this wood was a tract 
of gronnd, sarronnded by a paling, called St. Thomas Pailt, 
which was bounded on ihe north and east by Tixall parish, (a) 



(i) Tixall Evid. 

Thefiunilyof Fmrinr was Boasin Galholie ; and Wahw Fwder, the 
Imsbiiid of Gonslantia Aston, had tat his ttttw at St. ThouMf, Mr. John 
Anstuif " a gmtlemiii)'' says Wood, "of s fag al ar parts and accomplish* 
nents, and a great master of the English tongue. He ]>ubli>>beJ several 
religious works ; the best knowu is One iu tvfo tols. eulitied *' DevotUmt 
in Uic old If ay. Atb. Ox. 

Am also iwidfd as diap]«iio, the Bev. Sunon BenriogtoD, anthor of 
that nngohr pafferamice ** The Adventaos of Gandentio dt Looca:'* 
in which a new Utopia is described in elegant language, and nith great let^ 
tilitj of ima^nation. It has be«i ialselj ascribed to the cdet^rated fiisht^ 
Berkeley. 

(a) Among the extracts from a curious MS. journal of the paHiamcntaiy 
committee at Stafford, in 1(3 (3, published by the Key. S. bhaWj in his 
Hist, of Stair, vol. i. p. (k), is the fulluwing : 

" ^an. ai. — Ordered, that Mr. Heniy Goringe shall have power and 
authority from thae to tiaM^so oftan is neoeisariei to fdl any timber treas 
in 5k. ThonuttU Feuk, or willun the Lady Staffsid's gronnds, &r the ads* 
* ^riojiorrcpMriBg ofaiiy worl4beloii^pn|;t4>lfaM|^^ 
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Soon after the property of the Fowlers bad paiMd to the Spen- 
cers, the old mansion was let to a company of cotton printers, 
who in a few years found it expedient to abaudon the undertake 
ing. A great part of the priory was then demolished, and the 
ramainder was altered and fitted up for the residence of a fanner. 
On this occasion, the venerable ancient fixtures irare.sold by 
"anction} and some aged persons stiU commemorate the massivn 
marble chimncy-pieces, from each of which, the purchaser waa 
enabled to make two or three in tliemodem taste, A flower gar- 
den now occupies the scite of the great hall; and a balustrade, 
with a flight of steps leading from the house to the hank of the 
river, is still decorated with two large antique vasesj or flower- 
pots of verjr mde sculpture. Some oi the buildings appear from 
Ihm style of architecture, to be part of the original structure of 
the age of Henry n., but no traces can now be found of die church 
or cloisters, whose ** fretted vaults" once resounded with tho 
** pealing anthems of the religious and in whose " long-drawi| 
aisles" the trophied tuinbs of lier(»L-s, statesmen, and bishops. 
Still served to perpetuate iJie memory of tlieir talonis and virtues. 

Bat the monuments of man are frail and perishable as himself. 
« 

Miramnr periisse hominc« 7 monumenta 6|iMnU t ' 
Inlentus nadt nonunibui<^uc ventt. 

Not man alone — his worka decay. 
His towers aod icmples— pMiaway, 



F 
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1 HE RIVER SOW. 

T%e rivsr Sow, after leaving the priory of St. Tbomat, be- 
comes th« immediate boundary of Tixall paxisb, for more iban 
tbree miles, till it loses its name in the Tr^l at Shugborougfa. 
Itnses iu the parish of Madcley^ and at Wbitmore, where the 
Sespectabic fumlly of the Mainwarings has resided for more than 
two centuries, it is expanded into a fmc pirc c of water. It next 
enters the extensive parish and raauur of Swiuiierlon, and first 
meets with Swinnertou Park, a wild wuoUiuud tract of more than 
800 acres. (1) Beyond this, on a commanding eminence, stands 
the mansion of the family of Fiuheibert, a handsome stone edi- 
fice, erected about mij years ago. It enjoys a veiy rich and ex- 
tensive prospect of the north-west pans of ilic county of Stafford, 
backed by Shropshire md Gieshire. In tlic horizon, the lofty 
Wrckin rears his majestic cone far above the surrounding objects ; 
and beyond, on a clear day, may be ilescried a long range of 
mountains in Shropshire and North Wales : of which the most re- 
markable is the forked Cordoc, where Cantctacus or Garadoc, is 
said to haye made the last stand against the Romans, (a) 



(i) hi this Heath, or Avk is foand the Mack gnne, the tatnuhtMiir of 
limuBw, and abo oaCaiuiock Ghace. 

(a) The 6suly of Filxheibert is of ancient and noble descent, and has 
produced some omilieilt men. Their founder and progenitor if said to 
have hpon ffeiihcrl, first Earl of Vormandois, about thcjreargoo. Hi* 
son lienbert married Ogiuc, Queeu of France, widow of KlDg Qiaries 
^ Simfla. Their sen Heiibert, had two tons, Hfliibert and Hecbcft. 
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The Sow is a grcmial river, having ils origin nnd termination 
^ihia the same couat^ ; aod is about twentjr-live miles in leugtb 



Tliu HoiAni tm tlM fonrtb and iMt Eari of TeniMBdoii I and hU 
ter and sole hdnss mamed Hugh, son of Deo. I. of fVinee. 

Heibert, son of Hcrbi rt above-mentioned, wasfidhcr ofHenryFitx- 
hcrbert, cliamberlain to Hon. I. ofEncland ; who married Mix, natural 
dau^lilcr of tliat king, liv Anna Corbet. (Ex stcmna. Fam. do Fitzhei^ 
bcrt, penes Tbom. Filiherbcrt, de Swinnerton, arm.) 

sirWn. Fitsbeibert, ■onofHeniy, obtained from WnkFernurij prior 
of Uie oonveot of Tatbucyy in iiaS, a grant of the manor of JXoAmrf, 
near Ashbourne in Derbyshire, to him and his heift for ever! and here 
they resided for about 'po years, till tlio marriage of Wm. Fitihcrberf, 
with Isabel, daughter and coheiress of Humphrey Swiuuerton, of Swianer- 
toB, abont the middle of the ncteentb centuiy ; since which time that 
fdacohas been the principal aeat of Ifaia biancb o^ the Umif. QStimw* 
Staff.) 

Of this family \«-as Sir Anthony Fitzherbert, Knt. the famous judge^ 
author of " IS'atura Brevium Novel" in French, i5J4 i ^ work highly 
etleemed, and often reprinted : and also of the ** Book of Husbandly'* 
fini pmatod in tS34t aadiiaaajr times alUrmrds in the reigns ofMai^and 
EtiudMOi, bnt BOW Toiy scarce. Iliere is a copj in thelibraiy Swin^^ 
nerton. This work obtained for its author the honourable title of 7^ 
FaOier of En^li^Ji Hushandry : and was the result of 'o veai-s ovpcrI-» 
ence in agricultural pursuits. " We had little or nolliing thai resemble J 
a systematical body of ugriculturc but Fit^hcrbcrl's two books, for the spaed 
of 100 years." (Barters Essajs on Hosbandry."). 

Sir Anthony also published some odmr useful books on Law. *' Thesi^ 
bis writings," says Fuller, " dre monuments which will lon:;i"r contThtid 
his memory, than the flat blue marble stone in Norbury church, under 
which he Hes interred. " (" Worthies," Dcrb.) Sir Anthony Fiti- 
heri»ert ^Bed in i538. The mansion of ^'orbury is now a farm- 
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from its source to its mouth. For the first twenty miles, its course 
is almost due-south, after which it incfines a good deal to the 



hoate, but the study of tliis laborious and useful man is slill preserved. 
It il neatly wainscotted with oak^ and on all the pannels are inscribed ia 
old English characten, a«lect seateaces out of scripture, cliidly firooi 
" The Book of Wifdom*" 

Alice FStihcfbert, risler of Sir Autfaony, was the, last abbeM ef 
Polesworlh, which she with great reluctance surrendered to the kings 
commissioners, in i53f|. (Dug. "Hist, of Warv%." art. Polesworlb.) Of 
Nicholas and Thomas Fitzherbert, grandsons of Sir Anthony, and authors 
of some literary productions, the reader will find an account in Wood • 
Athena/ hi the '< Kogr. Beit.'* and ui die « Gen. Biogr. IKatiaaa^.* 

From a son of the fatsl>aentioiied ThoBMs Fit^eiberl, the line hae 
been continued down to the present time. 

The sixth in descent from him, was the late Thomas Fitiberbert, Esq. 
who in 1778, married the widow of i:alward Weld, Esq. of Lulworth- 
caalle. This hidy, so wdl laiown« and so highljr respected in the Jh- 
shionaUe wodd, is the dau^ter of Waller Sajthoi Esq. of Ifaairfwidfa^ 
in Hampshire ; brother of Sir Edward 5n>|rthe^ Bait, of Acton-Bumallf 
in Shropshire, Her fix-st husband left her a young widow, witLoul any fa- 
mily : by her second, she bad an only son, who lived but a few months. 
Mr. r it^erbert was an astonishing p^destrian^ and being inclined to cor- 
pulency, he eadeafonved to counteract that tendency, by the most e^ 
traordinary hodOy ezertioni^ by .vduchhe was snpposedgMally to have im- 
paired his constitntioa. During the riots in London, in 1780, his curio- 
sity led him on one occasion to mingle with the mob ; and at the close of 
the d;ty, being much fatigued and overheated, he bad the imprudence to 
throw himself into a cold bath, the consequence of which proved fatal. 
Symptoms of a consumption and of a rapid dedine, appearing soonaftety 
he went with his lady to the aonlh of Fnmoey and died at Nice, in 1^81. 
Since that event,, Uswid«w,]lfn.Fitdieil»affty hascUaAjrnsidedinikk- 
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cast, and passing between Creswell-hall, (i) the seat of ihc Rev. 
T.Whitby, and Scighford, the residence of the family of Eld, 
almost encircles the borough of Stafford, (a) Sooa after leaving 



gUnd. Her long, and intiaiate, and mjsterio\u connexioa with an iJlus» 
liHMM penoiuig^ has lendcied* liec the topic of genexal conTemlioB, 
■Mm dnn peiliiqps ai^ other feoiala of hsr tnns} bnt bj h«r fineads «nd 
relations, and by all' those who have ever enjoyed the booour of her ao- 

quaintmce, she has always been regarded with the most unqualified sen* 
timents of approbation and esteem. By the untimely death of her hus- 
bandy tfilboot iarae, the SwioBarton eiiataadavidTadtoliiibiotlMrBasa, 
i&umt son Thooaas Fildierbcrty Esq. is the pteaeot poweasor. 

TbeFitzhcrherts of Tissiagton, in Derbyabire, are descended from a sc» 
cond son of John Fitzherbert, lord of Norbnry, ia the reign of Ilea. III. 
This branch of (he family has been raised to tlic dignity of the peerage^ 
in the person of Alieyne Fitzherbert, Lord St. Helens. 

(i) GvaswaU^ Cnuta ^tMiif so called fiom tte lidmess and bmut 
ance of its paitores. - • 

(i) StafTord, anciently called Stadford, or Statford, which means town~ 
ford, (from Stadt. a town, Sax.) is a pKice of great antiquity, and in 
Domesday-book, is styled a city. Lye, iu his " Saxon Diclionarj" says, 
that Stafford means Suxvi TrajectuSf supposing the river Sow to have been 
originally called Stamu vt Su^i and for this etjnsolgy he quotes Baxter, 
" Glofls. Aatiq. Brit." p. 75, a3 1 . Dr. Hoi's denvatiott is BDoro ftncUhL 
Stajford, a ford says he, which people could walk through with the bai^ 
of a staff. Its first name is said to have been Berieliney, or BeOieneff 
which is interpreted the Island <ff BerteUn. This Berthelin was a holy 
henoit, who had fixed upon this spot fiir hb raddence but the fiune 61 
hw sanctity attracting munbeia to die plaoe, he forsook it, and concealed 
himsdf in the neighbouring wood, whero ho ended bis days in penitential 
austerities. (Ang. Sacr. vol. 1.) The earliest authentic account of Staf- 
ford, is of the year gi3, whan £Uleda, lister of £dward the Eider, and 
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St^Rmrd^ tke Sow Mcovei t]i« mien of the Penk, another gre- 
nial river, tvhoes whole course is not above fourteen miles. 



Countess of Mercia, built a castle tlierc ; but the scilc ( f if is not now 
known. (Saxon. Chron. lo'i). Anotljor was fnunded by William the 
Cooqueror^ on an ituulateU hill near the town| and was given in custody 
"to Reimrl da TacbI^'kIio UaamaA th» mmi vtA Sta^ord, and was the 
pmogniitor <^ Um ilhulrioas bmij of Slaflbrd.— (See note s.)-^This casde 
HM giRUODcd by King Charles I. bat was taken by the puliamentaty 
force?, and demolished iu Dr. Plot tells us, that during the civil 

wars Charles I. and Prinro Rupert came loStaiTord, and that being in Cap- 
tain Riclianl Snejd's garden, at the bigh house there, near the collegiate 

ciherdi of St. Ihrj, the prince, at about 60 jtank dntaaee, made • ahot 
at the -weathercock upon the iteeple, inth a iciewed honemaa's pitof, 
aadsiagle ballet; which pierced its tail, the hole phialj apfMariag to all 

that were below : which the king then judging as a casualty oulv, tho 
prince presently proved the contrary by a second shot to the same cflect : 
the two holes tiirough the weatliercock's tail (as an ample testimony of 
the thiag^ mnainiiig there to this day. (Hiil. of Staff, ch. 9.) This 
steeple, and to bo one of the U^iest in En^and, waa afterwaida blown 
doAvii. About thirty years ago, nothing of the castle remained visible^ 
but a solitary fragment of a wall, which the late Sir Wm. Jemingham under* 
built, to prevent it Irom falling. Some workmen being employed to search 
for an an«ient tvsi, diMoreced &at all dM baseaMttt alotj of the casde 
hj boHed under the mina of the upper perls. • Sir Wm. JesmiqjbasB im- 
mediately ordered the whole to be escaiatedf and cleared off the luMiish ; 
«o that the curious traveller may now explore every part of it, and con- 
template at his leisure the form and extent of a fortress, or baronial ca^ 
tie, in the time of the conqueror. Sir George Jerningham, son of Sir Wil* 
liani, has undertaken to rdmild the casUe on the old fouttdation, and has 
already cenmleated one fiuo^ flenkcd bj two round towers, in a veiy 
elegsnt cast^tedstj^. 
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Drayton, in his Poljolbiou» has celebrated their jonciion in the 
following lines : 

- . - - - As Sow, which from her spring, 

At Stafford rncctcth Fciik, wbicli she aJoDg doth bring 

To Trent by Tixall graced, the Aalnm' radeot mt ; 
YVfeiiA oft the Mum bath Aud a nfo and nraal ntratt. 

Enlarged by the Stream of the Penk, the Sow proceeds in a 
smooth and tranquil course throogh the retired vale of St, Th<^ 
mas ; and having passed under the Stafford and Worcester Canal, 
through the arches of an aqueduct at Milford, it flows under Tix> 
all Bridge, dividing the parish from Cannock Heath. It then en- 
ters the beautiful demesne of Shugborough, whose groves and 
temples ii reflects in its glassy stream through the remainder of its 
its course. 

CANNOaC HEATH. 

Cannock, pronounced Cank, probably takes its name from 
two Saxou words, cann to be able, mighty, powerful; and ac, 
mo, or OG, an oakj irom the vast number of oaks with which it ivas 
Ibrmeily covered, (i) A power of any thing meaning a great 
quantity, is an expression still in use ; and this extensive 
waste is often called CankvMXMi at this day, though that ap- 
pellation is gradually giving vfay to the more appropriate 
denomination of Cank Heath. 

Being situated nearly in the centre of England, it is plausibly 
conjectured by Dr. Wilkes^ to have been a principal seat of 
the Druids ; and this idea is considerably strengthened from the 



(i) So Camvcll, also in this county, means & powerful spring. Dr. 
Plot, who appears tu have been a saperhcial etymologist^ derives Can- 
nock Ifom King Gaaute, the Daue. 
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circnmsUiiM that the names of Mveral places in its Ticinitf hft^ 
the word col prefixed to them : as Colfield, CoIiob, Golejr, Col-^i. 
^ich ; which word iu the Celtic and Biritish language, signifies 

holy. 

Al what period the devesiaiioa of iis verdant shades took place, 
is not clearly ascertained. Drajrlou bewails the loss in the iatl» 
§oag of Pol/olbion; where he ako seems to alinde, in his 
allegorical mamiera to the noti(m of its having been a seat of the 
Draids. In the year 1675, an elegant Latin poem, entitled 
** IterBofeale" was iniblishcd by Mr. Masters, m which the ge> 
neral appearance of Cannock Heath is very accaraieljr descnhefl 
in the following classical and picturesque lines : ' 

' l&M mild mo> iagens Ericeium comptct ocellofl, 
Sjlva olim, pa55im Nyinpln's JiaLilala fcrisquc ; 
CondeuMe qucrcus, domibiu ra uala «lruendU| 
/ ^ Onuuid«qiw foco, et ralidc tpci aoica d^m** 

JIane nmlHW iminisfm dies ; namqiw aqnon ^railai 
Ante, retro, dexira, Ixskj quu lumina CUOiqae 
Verteris, una hiimili consurgit vertice plaala, 
FmpurMqnc Eric* tdhuvm Tciift aniedi. 
Dam floTBt, MivMCt naribw aflat odorei, 
Bme brimm sahwa unmm wJatla y hf». 

Pennant, in his " Journey from Chester to London,." has in- 
serted a ttanslntioiijof these verses by the Rev. Richard Williams, 
of Vson, in Flinsthire, which are not at all inferior to the original { 

A va«t aod naked plain confines Ibc view, 
WItefetivM mnuuBberedio pa^tagei grew j 
The green retreat of wo«d4iympltt, ooeaflne^NMiit, 
The pride, the guardians of their natiTe COMt 
Alas ! bow changed ! each venerable oak 
l4iag rioce hat yielded to the woodman's stroke. 
Where'er flic diaerieM pnipect aeeto tlw ty. 
Mo dttab, ao ^«o^ ciceptttwhesthisni^l 
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The solitaiy hetth ftlone it tlief«» 

And waAs its nrcctaett oa Ihe dcfwt air. 

So (wect i($ scent, so rich iU purple haie« 
We half forget Uuit here a Ibrett greir. 

Cumock U«ailk is now almost desdtnie of wood, except iki 
those sUrts of it, whidi lie cOniiguoiis to Tixall, and Shugbo- 
fougb, where some romantic forest scenery, and sylvan glades 
arc siill to be met with. It may therefore be described, in its 
present state, as a laryo hcathj waste, containing about aS.ooo 
acres. It abounds in coal, and has some beds of limestone^ The 
Iterbage, which is very short, affords but seon,^ svbai^etice to 
about S,ooo deer, which nm wild, and to nnnibw r ltss sheep $ all 
die Irediolders having an nnlimiied right of common, la one 
partthereis ail c\t>'usive rabbit-warren. As the sheep often return 
home diseased, and infect the floqk which was left behind; and 
as the deer are compelled to invade the inclosures and gardens 
which border on the chase, for a subsistence ; we may fairly pre- 
sume that this common is rather an injury than a benefit to the 
odf^iboaring freeholders. How disgracefiil dierefore is it, thai, 
in this enlightened age of cultivation and improvement, and when 
die interests of agricidtnre are die object of general attention from 
diO monarch to the peasant — ^how disgraceful^ that such a tract of 
OOmmy should be suffered to remain, and in the very heart of this 
populous and nianufacturiug county, not onljT unproductive, but 
a burden on the community I 

From Dugdale's valuable History of Wanvickshire, (art. Ches- 
mion) and from evidences at Tixall, I am enabled lo give the fol* 
lowing account of the rangers, or keepers of this ancient fowst or 
dase, from the time of th»Gonqaest. 

Soon after that memorable event, Richard Chinewy styled by 
reason of his office, vendtwet/ot^tarius^ had a third part of Quit* 
tenon, and other lands, given to him by the Conqner<M> inser* 
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jeanty, viz. : by die lorvicft of keeping the forest of Canaockf 
and paying tenmaritf yearly to the king, for thebailywick thereof, 
and for the Baid lands he «o held. This Richard Qiine^ had one 
daughter, married to Walter Crok, \s\\o gave three marks of 
gpldtoKing Stephen, pro rehabmdo ministerio suo ; that is, to 
recover Ms office of forrester in Cannock Chase. 

To Walter Crok, succeeded 'William, his son and heir, who 
gave all his lands at Wirley, in Stalluidshirc, to the monks of 
Aadmore, iu the &aid forest j which was a Cisterctau abbey, 
. lately fovnded there by Ralph, Earl itf Chester. Notwithstttid. 
ing this act of piety, William Croh wes afterwards hanged for fe* 
lony« and his estates and office were forfeited lo the king, who how- 
, ever gave his sister in marriage to Robert de Broc, and wilh her 
iheforfeited property of her brother. This Robert de Broc was a 
aaanofnoie, and is siyhd Maresca I /i/s yfng/iUv, et Fores tar ius 
de Cannock. He died 5 Rich. I., leaving an (nily daughter mar- 
ried lo Hujrfi deLogesf who, in consideroiiou uf his having paid 
sixty marks towards the ransom of King Richard, had the lands of 
Robert de Broc, his father in law, and the enstody of the forest 
of Cannock surrendered to him. (i) 

King Jolm occasionally resided in or near this forest, probabljf 
for the purpose of enjoying diepleasores of the chase : and Hugh 
de Loges held five tenements near Coventry, of the Earl of Ches- 
ter^ by the service of conducting the said earl towards the king's 
court, through the midst of the forest; meeting him at Radford- 

— J 

(i) There appeus hsnre hean a dttUe ia early times upon Gannoek 
FoMst, whflra the fint kinp of the Nonnan face occammally resided. 

ThU castle still eiisted ia the reign of Qneea Eliubeth. See a curious 

ancient record of the offices under tbat queen, in Peck's " Desiderata Cu« 
riosa," vol. i. p. ^o, one of which is The Constabh of Cannock Cattle f in 
Suyfordslure. 
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bridge> near Stafford, on noiicn of his cominpf, and at Hopwas- 
brldg«^, near Tamworth, on his return; for which service, he 
\vas moreover entitled to receive from the earl, each lime he 
should so attend him, a barbed anrovr ; and ihs Mil might, if hm 
pleMed, kill a deer in going, and another on returning back. 
Hugh de Loges ms in arms against King John, dnriDg die toot* 
bulent times towards the end of his reign : for \vhich offence, 
the foreetership of Cannock was seised into the king's hands : bat 
|lj a precept dated 17 John, it was appoiuipd, that in case he 
found good pledges for the sure custody of that forest, it should 
be restored. After his death, Hugh his son and heir held the of- 
fice in serjeanty, as his ancestors had done, and received a cono^ 
mand firom King Heniy IIL; to permit William Fitawalkdin, to 
enter bis bartFluninds for. hnnting'the stag, in his baUywicfc; 
whence it would appear, that at that time, red deer inhabited this 
forest, miis Hugh de Loges was the last of his family who held the 
stewardship and bailiwick of Cannock Chase, which King Henry 
disposed of to Sir Thomas fi^eseham^ Knt. and his heirs ; and 
theyj it is said, passed away the inheritance 13 Edw. 1 to Pliilip 
de Montgomeri, the king confirming the grant. 

There seems however great reason to doubt iriiather this iran»> 
for took place ; for wbit^ Oog^ale onlj gives the authoriiy of it 
private amograph, penes }Vm. de CuaAvfurd. Onlbe contn^ 
ry, it is highly probable that this office devolved from Sfr Thomak 
de Weseham, either by will or inheritance, to Roger de Wese- 
ham, Bishop of Lichfield, and was by him annexed to that see. 
Possibly, Philip de Montgomeri may have been appointed de- 
puty keeper, pro tempore^ which would equally require the con- 
'firmaiion of the king. Certain it is, diat about tbat'tiaie, Gan- 
, nodi Forest became an appendage of the bishopric of lichfidd ; 
and diat Mogerde Molaid^ who succeeded to ^at see on the re- 
signadon of Weseham, in laS?, granted to Boger de Mtontcf 

oa 
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Haywood, and his heirs for ever, the title and office of heredi- 
tary master and ruler oj the panic of Cankwoodj with a right to 
the uniblcs of all the deer killed thereon, and a certain number of 
loads of wood every jear^ for fuel and repairs, (i) 

1ft 11 Hen. 7. the Bishop of Lichfield diqpating Sir John 
Aston's tide of herediteiy master and mier of the game of Can- 
Bodk.Wood, the j^rincipal gendemenof Staffordshire signed the 
following certlGcatet which bj reason of its antiqui^, and the 
eminence of the penons certifying, it nay not be improper to 
insert: — . 

To all Cliristen people i<> wliom iliis present writing shall 
come: — WeeEdwardc LoiU Dudley, Julm, Abbot of Crok.esden» 
George^ Abbot of Roncester^ Thomas, Prior of Trentham , Roger, 
Prior of Ronton, WilUam Litdeton, Knt Hugh £gerton« Sqyer, 
HmnfreyPershall» Sqyer, William Dethick, Sqyer^ John Har* 
coort, Sqyer, John Mitton, shcrifT of the connty of Stafford, 
Sfjyer, Richard Wrottesley, Sqy cr, William Astley» Sqyer, John 
Egerton, rider of the Cankewood, Sqyer, Raulf Wolscley, Sqyer, 
John Draycote, Sqyer, Huj^h ICrdr>\vu kp, Sqyer, Lewes Paget, 
Sqyer, Thomas Harcourt, Sqy er, Humlrcy Okcovcr, Sqyer, John 
Swynerton of Iswalc, Sqyer, Robert Wodde of Keel, Gent.. John 
Draycote, bailiff of Haywood, Gent. John Ashdiyof Stafford, 
Gent. Robert Dorington of Coton, Gent. Rauf Downe, Gent. 
^UiomaaRowdon, and Roger Rnttere, bte baUifis of the toini of 
Stafibrd, Thomas Bolwick, Gent, deputy to John Aston, Ridiard 
Dutton, con of the keepers of Cankcwodde, John EUesmere, an* 
oder of the keepers of Cankewood, John Snowe, late a keeper of 
the Cankewoddc, Reynold Weston, oon of the keepers of ilic 
Cankewoode, W illiam iWoIseley of the Canke, late a keeper of 

(1) TixallEviil '* " 
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Cailliewoode, William Whitby, late oon of the keepers of the 
CanVewoode, John Weston of Tixsall, con of the keepers of 
the same Woddc : William Holt of Bersden, yeoman, send 
grctjng in our lord everlasting. And forasmuch as we be in* 
formed that divers debalB and variance resteii between die RigKt 
Reverent Fader in God, late Bishop of Chester, and JohnAe- 
ton.of Hejwode, in die conn^ of Siafibrd« Sqjer, of, for and 
upon the right, title and possession of the office of die niasterdiq^> 
of the game and rule of the Cankewodde: That is to say^ whe- 
ther oon John Aston, late deceased, fader to the seid John Aston 
thiit now isoulifc, should have and be seized inhblif, andat tyma 
of hisdcth, the kaping, rule and govemaunce of the said Canke* 
woddc and game or no. And bjcause it it nec^Marie, requisite 
duty, meritorious to every man, to sej and showe die truth of 
every diyng that he is required unto, as far forth as they knowe t 
We therefore certify c and showe of very troth, that we knowe well 
that the scid John Aston late deceased, fader to the seid John As- 
ton, now oon life, was seazed of the seid ofTice, rule and game. . 
And that the seid Jolin his son entred into the same after his deth, 
and hath bad the possession thereof, and yei hath ; and we know 
also, by the continual making (tf officers under hym, and ruyling 
the game the -while he liSedt, and also by taking of t^e fees of 
venyson, and so has continued; and, by, diverse obligations to' 
hym made by suche persons as had offended within the office, 
dhuymg his tyme, for their abeyreing. — Aud all these prcmissee 
be as well knowen by the substance of all the countrcy, as by us; 
and it openly shewed, and ever hath ben llier, that llic said John, 
late disccased, had the same oflice granted to his ancestors, and 
to their heirs for ever in fee, by the predecessors of the said bi- 
shop and chapter then beying, and so have contenued it ntheii 
till now.— All the.which premisses, ay for fordi as it is aforesaid, 
and as we know, we be andj^iYill be redy to showe and sey,.when 
shall be lequyied to the same. In witness vrhereof to this pre» 
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sent ourseying and writeing, have sette oar seales the eighlday 

of Jung, the nth yer of King IFrnry the 7th.'* 

Underneath were set the hands and seales of several penoms be- 
fore recited. 

After the ReformatioD^ WiUiaro, Lord Paget, obtained a grant 
of Gomock Woodj Beaadesert Park, and other property of the 
bishopridi ; hat di^ ri^is of the Aston fiunSj remahnd vn* 
Kmdied and undispated. On the attainder of Thomas, Loid 
Figet, and the fiMfeitare of all his property to the crown, it 
was thought pro^ to draw up the foUowing •* Certificate, 
touching the Mastership of the Game of Cankewood, 6. Ocf. 
36. EHi. A.D. 1594. 

** To all Christiuo people to whom this Present shall come to 
be seen, read. Of heaird, whose names are herehi contained, andl 
subscribed with oar hands andsealsj greeting in oar Lord God 
everlasting. Whereas it is a thing very fit and convenient for aD 
men to witness the trath in sodi cases, whereof either for the pre- 
sent, or in time to come, there may arise any question or doubt; 
for that wc understand that the inheritance of Cankewood and 
Bewdesert Park, with many other things, are come to the hands 
of our most gracious sovereign lady. Queen Elizabeth, upon the 
attainder of Thomas, Lord Paget : And therefore in that hsp m»- 
jesty's officers shodd be truly infoimed what Imerest any nMui 
bath, or continoal^ hath used or enjoyed therein : We do ne* 
tify thus much upon our knowledge, and upon a true and certain 
information, that Sir Edward Aston, Knl. now presently living. 
Sir Waller Aston, Knt. his father^ and Sir Edward Aston, Knt. 
■ his grandfather, and all his ancestors since the 19th year of King 
Edward the First, have exercised, used, and enjoyed the oflice 
of master of the game, in the Cankewood and Bewdesert Paii,es 
in pniushing such as do offend, in taking bonds of snch as hunt 
nnlawfolly thdv for their good behaviour to the game, in appoint* 
ing a keeper to walk^ end htve care of the game; in serving 
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many warrants, in tailing as his fee deer^ one buck, and one doe 
yearly, iu Bcwdcscrt Park ; and also the umbles of all deer killed 
either in Cankcwood, or Bewdeserl Park • by taking as his fee, 
all deer killed by casualty or mischance, and other things belong- ' 
ing to that office. All ivhidi itw<iibiimiito all iheGOvntry as 
well as to n*. And that these thinp above wntten have been ad< 
nitued and allowed ^thont contradiction by William, Lord 
Paget, daring his life, and byThomas, Lord Paget, until five or 
six years before his departnre out of England : at which time, 
upon some other controversies betwixt the said Thomas, Lord 
Paget, and Sir Waller Aston, he did not willingly allow of his 
oflice of master of game : yet notwithstanding Uiat he did not 
allow thereof, yet Sir Walter Aston did use and enjoy his office 
until hu deadi ; and Sir Edward Aston doth presently eiqoy it 
evoi until this day. And thus much for the certifying a truth, we 
are ready to witness, that is to say, etc. etc." 

[Here followed the names, being those of the principal gen- 
tlemen of the county at that time.] 

Many subsequent litigations took place between the Pagets and 
the Astous, respecting this oflice ; wheniu the year 171a, acom- 
proniise was entered into between them, at the recommendation 
of the court of chancery : and Walter, fourth Lord Aston^ agreed 
to wave, all daim to the mastership of the game, and to accept 
in lieu thereof, four fee bucks, every year from the diase, to be 
delivered to him whole and entire at his mansion at TixalJ, 
without fee or reward, by the keeper of Cankwood, xmless he 
should prefer to take them by hunting ; in which case, the said 
keepers were required to attend him, and gave him their assist- 
ance. On this footing the matter has rested ever since. 
. An inregntar piece of ground with a paling round it, called 
Haywood Park, lies between Cannock' Headi and Shugborough. 
It incloses a romantic dale, with a limpid brook rambling through 
it, encircled by lo% woody banks, presenting a rich amphitheatre 
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of mnbrageoos oaks. The sight of it always tempts me tofliclftiiii 
inthVifvU— 

Run mibi ct rigui pUcc«nt in valltbiu 

FlnnuM amui •jrlvatque ioglorini. O ubi ctmpi, 

SperdiiiMqiie, «tTii|ginilNii bacfihala tacamit 

Tay geU I O quU nic gclidis in vallibus Ilocmi 
flitUt, «t ingenti ramorum ||rotegat ambri! 

This spot^nowihe property of the Bfarquis of An^eseSj wai 
fonnerly the red daer-parit of the bishops of Lichfield. 

About thirty years ago, a poor man, whom accident had ren- 
dered incapable of labour, built himself a hut of turf, covered 
v?ith heath, on an elevated spot, which commands an cxicnsivo 
view of some of the wildest parts of Cannock Chase, and from 
ivhtch you look down on the sheltered sylvan scenery just des- 
cribed. Be eoon acquired the appeJJation of the hermit of Can- 
nock Heath. His wants inrere small, and he subsisted entirely 
on the casual chari^ of yisiiors, whom cariosity attracted to his 
humble dwelling. Being of a contemplative and religious turn 
of mind, and unfitted by his infirmities for long Or severe ma- 
nual labour, he devoted much of his time to reading; ; but his li- 
brary consisted only of two books, the Bible, and Robinson 
Crusoe, whom he considered as his model. He contrived to tamo 
a hare, and like the poet Cowper, who imagined the same amuse- 
ment to soothe his hours of melancholy dejection, he made tho 
timid creature so familiar, that in the wintry season, when his 
hut and the surroundingheath were buried under snow,'she would 
qportupon his heardi, and play with him like a kitten. But poor 
puss was fated to meet with an untimely cud ! Straying one day 
too far from home, she iell in with a pack of hounds, who pur- 
sued lier with blood-thirsty swiftness, and killed her at the very 
door of the hermitage to which she fled fur protection. The 
owner of die pack, (the late George Anson, £sq.^ no sooner 
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h«ftrd of the sonowfbl accident, than he ordered die mangled 
remains of the vnfortunate animel to be delivered to the aflllct- 
ed hermit, together vrith a present. The poor man buried 

his favourite with many tears in a comer of his garden, and 
erected a plain monuinciil over her grave, with an epitaph in 
verse^ composed hy himscli, of which these were ihe two coa-« 
eluding lines : 

Each day slic did around my bnmble cot attend. 
She wa$ mj sole compaaton, and mj silent friencl. 

By degrees the curiosity of the neighbourhood abated ; the an- 
chorite was forgot, and at last obliged by want and increasing 
infirmities to seek a refuge in the work.-house» where he soon 
ended his days. The simple tomb he had erected is now le* 
vdled mik the dnst irhidi it covered i the hnt itself has disap- 
peared; and nothing lemaina to mark the place,' hut Aa 
birch and alder which he planted, and of which he had foiined 
a fence to protect his little garden from the inroads of the deer. 
These trees are now grown up into a wild natural clump, and 
waving on the breezy summit, add ^ictures^e feature \Q (he 
uninhabited and dreary waste, 
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SHUGBOROUGH. 

The last boundary of Tixall parish which remains to be des- 
cribed, is the demesne of Shugborough, the maguillcent scat of 
Lord Viscount Anson ; to the beauties of which, whether of na- 
ture or art, it is difilcuU to do justice by the most exact or most 
dabonte vedial dasa^on. 

BcK hilU and valci, the vToodland and thepUiai 
Here eerth and water seem to strive again ; 
net ebaoeJike, together etwiMd tod biiitted» 

BntMllw wtMt huwoaaa uAy tMUt t A * ' 

Wlicrc order in variety wc sec, •. .• , • .•* . 

And where though all things differ, all agree. 
Here, waving groves a checkered scene displa/. 
And part admit, and part ciclnde (he day f 
There, interspersed in lawns, and opening gladeS| 
Thin trees arise which shan each other's shades j 
Here, iu full Ught the russet plains euend, 
1lMt«, wrapt ill chmdt the bhiish hilb aacand. 
E'en the wild heath displays her purple diei| 
And midst the desert fruitful fields arise. 
That crowned with tufted trees, and springing corn, 
IileT«fd«iit idet the lable waste adorn, (i) 

Shugborough, anciently written Sowborough, and <0 called 
from its situation at the mouih of the river Sow, was one of the 
palaces of the bishops of Lichfield ; and was built by Walter de 
Langton^ bishop of that diocese in the reign of Edward I. It 
a part of the plunder of the bishoprick given by Edward VI. 



(i) Pope's WndMv FoNrt. 
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to Lord Paget ; and the artificial ruins on the banks of the Sow» 
just opposite the back-front of the pre»eat mansion, are said to 
mark the sciic of the ancient palace. 

The family of Anson, though very ancient and rospectahle in 
this county , was not settled at Shugborough, till the reign of 
James- 1, about the year i6ao. At dus time, WiUiam Ansouj 
Esq. of Dnnston^ near Penkridge, having purchased the manor 
of Shng^kMTOugfa, made it his principal rendenoe. Ho also bought 
two manors in Wanvickshire, of Sir Walter Aston, Kt. Bart, 
which he afterwards disposed of to William Cwnbeiford, Esq. 
of Tarn worth, (i) 

By the memorable atchievements of the first Lord Anson, to- 
wards the middle of the last century, the name will be immortal 
in the naval annab of England. Iiord Anson was the youngest 
son of William Anson, Esq. of Shngboroiigh, and great grand- 
son of William Anson, Esq. of Dtmston, above-mentioned. As 
he discovered very early in life an ardent passion for naval glory, 
and seemed to take the greatest delight in hearing and reading the 
stones of our most distinguished navit^ators and admirals, his fa- 
ther gave him an education correspondent to liis disposition and 
genius. He was soon appointed to a command in the uavy, and 
behaved on'eveiysjtationinwliidi he was employed, with the greav 
est intrepidity and valomr. On his return from his perilous but 
successful eiqtedition in the South Seas, he' was successively pro- 
moted to die highest honours of his profession. In the year 1747, 
he intercepted a powerful French fleet off Cape Finisterrc, which 
he completely defeated. Not one of the enemy escaped. Two 
of the French ships were called IJlnvincihle, and La Gloire. 
Jonqoiere, the adnurai> one of tUc ablest and most intrepid 
offiem In die service, <» presenting his sword 10 the conqueror. 



(f) Dag. Wanr. 

H3 
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pointed to these two vessels, and >vith eqaal wit and address, said 
to J Ami Anson, Monsieur, t'ous avez vaincu I'Invmcible, et 
la Gloire vous suit." 

Thvlastsernce iHucIi Lord Anton perfomied« was tliat of con- 
TOjring to Eng^d her present majesQr Queen duurlotte. He 
married a daughter of the Eari of Hardwicke, who died before 
him without issue. Soame Jenynsj author of the " View of 
tli(^ Internal Evidences of Christianity," and of a " Poem on 
Dancing" wrote some stanzas on this marmge, Irom which 1 shall 
quote the two first : 

Yiclorioat Anion, see retonu 

From the subjrctcd main ! 
With jojr each firiluh bosom bnnu, 

Fcaritit «f France and Spain. 

HonoMV, lits gratdiil tovmiga** hud, 

Couquest, his own bestows ; 
Applause unfeigned, his native Uuidy 
UnenvieJ wcattb, bcr Iocs. 

Mallet also published a poem on the death of Ladjr Anson* in 
S76i» addressed to her father Lord Haidwicke; in which heat- 
tempts to describe the feelings of Xiord Anson on that occasion, 
in the following lines : 

And be, who long unshaken, and terene, 
Had death in eaeh dire form «r terror leen, 

TTirough worlds unlnowno'cr iitjknow n oceans tOItt 
B_y love subdued, now weeps his coiiiort lost s 
Vayr sunk to fondness all the utaii uppenrs, 
Hiilirontdeieclcdy andhiaeoalitttcaft. 

This ilhistrious man, who had been for some time in a lan- 
guid stale of health, died suddenly, jnst after walking in his gar- 
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den, at his seat called Moor Park, in Herilordshire, on ihe 6ih 
of June, 1 763. 

Lord Anson was remarkable for his calm, cool, and steady tem-^ 
per, in Uie most trying occasions ; diou^^ it iros said of him, that 
like an honest nusu^peciing sailor, he mras sometimes the dupe ot 
sharpQrs, and other designing persons } on which accoont it was 

wittily observed, *' That though he kodbeen round the world^he 
had never been in it." No literary work ever met with a more fa- 
vourable reception from the public, than " Lord Anson's Voyage 
round the World it has been translated into most ol lhe Euro- 
pean languages, and still supports its reputation. It was com- 
posed hj Mr. Benjamin Robins, under his lordship's own inqpeo- 
tion, and from the materials whidi he furnished. (1) 

The authors of the Diciionnatre des Hommes Cfelebres," 
thou^ in general very much prejudiced in fovovr of dieir own 
countrymen, have paid the following just tribute of applause to 
the memory of Lord Anson: — " La gloire de rainirai Auson, 
ne fut pas sculemeni loudce sur le succcs de ses amies, sur sa va- 
leur, sur son intrcpiditc j il ful bomme de bien : il respccia Thu- 
manit^ lors mtme que son bras s'armoit ponr la delruire. On 
pourroit citer plusieurs actions de Term, et de gin^rodt^^ qui 
honoreroient sa m&noice, si la nainie de cet onvrage ne nous 
prescrivoit des borncs trop dtroitfls. U est k souhaiter que quelque 
bon^crivain se charge de transmettre k la posterity les actions de 
Ce grand homme." 

Lord Anson was buried in the family vault in the vill;ii^f" church 
at Colwich. His portrait is in the dining-room at Sliu^bonjugh. 
The celebrated Lavater, in bis ingenious essays, cxpresses^much 
admiration of the countenance of this great man ; and has in- 

: ■ 



(i) Biog. Brit, art Au&oa. 
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tertad bit portndt in the list of those vhidi he fectnamends to die 
attentiire connderation of all loven of the sdence of phjaio^ 
norny. 

Thomas Anson, Esq. the elder brodier of Lord Anson, was 
possessed ol a moderate, bulin tbosc times an independent fortune ; 
and noi clioosin^to shackle himself in the bonds of matrimony, 
spent a cousiderahle part of his youth in visiting foreign climes : 
and is said to have explored the coasts of Egypt, and to bave sailed 
a connderahie y/ay up the NOe. An he travelled over the same 
countries, so he appears to have derived the same advantage 
from his traveb as Ulysses ; 

Wandciiiig from clime to cUme obicmat ttnjed, 
Their aiamiei* noted, and their ilalei nurgped. (t) 

Mr. Anson had a highly cultivated mind* and particolariy 
fond of the society of men of genius, learning, and science, in 
the year 1761a, be succeeded to a vast property, by the death of his 



(i) Hurif, the mdior of ** Hemci/ md other very learned and 
ingenioas woils, rdatct that lb. Anion inlbnned bim, that during 

the time of his travels in Greece, he hired a vessel and a pilot to 
make the tour of the Grecian Isles; and that during their cruise, hav- 
ing approached the island of Tcuedos, the pilot on a sudden said 
to him, Ji was there our JlecL lay. What fleet ? said Mr. Anson : what 
fmtl fH^growJbetatlheti^ qfTnjr. 

How weO wat Honcr acqoainted vrith the geniin of hia nation, when 
he put into the mouth of HectOTy that noble speech in the seventh book 
of the IHad, where in the compass of a few lines he expresses all the 
ftelings of ambition, all the enthusiasm of gkny^ which ever animated 
the breaat of a hero : 

You then, O princes of the Cjrceks appear, 
Tis Hector speaks, and calls the gods to hear : 
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brother Lord Anson, who liad pfevioadjr increased his patrimo-* 

ny hy several liberal donations. He immedtateljrdetermined on 
eidArging his mansion at Shugborough, to a size more suitable to 
his increased fortune and opulence ; and at the same time COQ- 
ceived the noble project of emljellLsliin^ ihc whole surrounding 
country. In the progress of iliese improvements, he clothed the 
steep naked skirts of Cannock Heath, called the Satnell Hills, with 
large plantations of fir and beech ; and erected a loftjr obelisk in 
IbjFwoodPark, which was at once a land nuurk« and a pleadng 
object to the eye on ereiy side. It is now nufortnnately. blown 
down.(i) 

About this time, that ingenious architect, James Stuart, com- 
monly called the Athenian, reitumed to England, and brought 



From all your troops select the boldest kaight. 
And huB, die holdest, Hector dares to %bL— 
And if ApoOo, in vttuum aid I tnut, 

Sh^l stretch your daring champion in die dott } 

If mine the gloiy to despoil the foe, 

Ou Phoebus' lemjile 111 his arms bestow: 

The breathless carcase to your navy seat, 

Greece on the ihora shall niie a monoment} 

Vhidi when tonaySiiHrw mamer sttrvejs 

Washed by broad Hellespont's resoanding seai , 

Thus shall he say, " a valiant Creek lies there^ 

By Hector slain the raiglilv rnnn of war." 

The stone shall tell your vauqui:>hcd hero's name. 

And distant agas leain the victor's ftme. 

Pope's i7. b. 7. 1 58. 

(1) GHpin, in his Fictnresqne Tonr,* vol. 1. has given a description 
of Shii^MNrou^ } hot it has been gieatlj altered and improved since ha 
mote. 
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home with liim his correct and beautiful drawings of the piiaei* 
pal architectural remains of nnciont Greece. He was inviieil tO 
Shugborough, and under his direction a monument alter the mo» 
del of Adrian's Arch, at Alliens, was erected iu a conspicuous 
spot, to the memory of Lord Ansou. It is called ilie " Tri- 
umphal Arch andis dMqniedwitli madillunis of white mar- 
Ue, emblematic of mtval viciories. Above the arch ia a kind of 
colonade, divided into diree compertments ; of vbich^ the cen^ 
tre is o( cupied by a military trophy, and the sides by sarco- 
phagi, ornamented with the busts of Lord and l^dy Anson : the 
whole of white marble. From Stuart's designs, buildings were 
also erected in imitation of the " Choragic Monument ofLysi- 
cvates," called from its .shape, '* ThcLanthom ofDcmosthenes j" 
and of the ** Octagon Tower of Andronicns Cjrrrhestes," belter 
hoown bjr the name of '* The Temple of the Wind8.''(i) 

"Mr. Anson died at an adv^tnced age, leaving his noble propertjr 
to his n^hew George Adams, Esq. who took the name qf Anson, 
and was succeeded hy his son the present Viscount. 

Besides the elegant and classical monuments abovo-mcntioned, 
which are at a considerable distance from the mansion, there arc 
several tasteful buildings and scats in the Pleasure Grounds, and 
namj valuable pictaies, and antique statues in the house. Four 
of the most capital statues are in the vestibule |o the dining-room, 
which represent P|riSi Am{Aitrite, Nqptune, and a Faun and 
Satyr. By the side of these, is a beautiful Bacchus, by NoUekens; 
on the base of which, in imitation of the ancient sculptors, 
he has inscribed his name in Greek characters, n«>->'«"»«c per- 
haps with the conscious .sentiment of having executed a statue 
worthy to be classed with the linest remains of ancient Greece ; 



(i) S«a Stuart's " Antiq. of Athew;' chap. 3. lib. t and 3, and chap. 
1 and 3. 
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the sentiment which inflamed the breast of Correggio, wfaen« on 
beholding the masterpieces of Raphael, he exdduned* Ed io 
miehe 9on piUwre, 

"Among a great aimiber of statues, says Pennant, an Adffliis, 
and a Thalia, are the most capital. There is also averyfiae^ure of 
Trajan, in theattilude of haranguing his army. The number of rude 
Eiruscan figures in the garden, show ihc extravagance of the earliest 
ages, and the great antiquity of llic art of sculpture, in Italy, long 
before the Romans became a people. The beautiful monument ia 
tbeloww endof thegairden doeshoiioar lo the present age. It 
was the work of Mr. Sdbemeeker, under the direction of the late 
Mr. Anson. The scene islaid in Arcadia. Two lovers, expressed 
in ancient pastoral figures, appear atientiw to an ancient shep- 
herd, who reads to them an inscription on a to\nb ; Et in Ar~ 
cadid ego. The moral resulting from this seems to be, thai there 
are uo situations in life so delicious, but which death must at 
length snatch us from, (i) It was placed here by the amiable 
owner as a memento of the certaintjr of that event. Perhaps also 
as a secret memorial of some Ioh of a tender natnre in his earif 
days ; for he was wont often to hang over it in afiecti<Miate and 
firm meditation, (a). The Chinese house, a little farther on, is 



(0 Peanant seems not tu have known that this is the subject of a bcau- 
^ul paiuting by Poussiji, ifUch i« highly eitaled ly the judidoos hikhi 
IhiBo^inhiseimilentwoik, ^' R«fleiioo«serhiPcMneet laPabtaf*.* 

(a) This opinion is the more probable from the following mysterious ia> 
scriptioa on the top of the aaomniMiit, which Ptnnaat hat oiaitted to 
police; 

o. u. a & T. A. V. V, 

The meanhig of these letten, Mr. Aasoa would never explain \ and 
Mwy still reaaani an eaisiBa to potlei^. 

I 
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t tnie pattern of the architecture of that Batioii« taken in the 
eonntiybj the skilful pencil of Sir Percy Brett." (i) 

Among the pnintings are two capital pictures by Guide : SU' 
sainna andthe Elders ; ami Si. Peter in Prison f twoby Domc- 
nichino; a landscape by Claude Lnrrain ; landsrnpps hy INicli. 
and Gasp. Pousbiii ; and sovcMal piercs hy Vandervcltlt, Tcniers, 
and other eminent masters, both ol the Italian and Flemish schools. 
But the wonder of this collection are the paintings of the present 
Lady Anson ; of whose pencil there arcnot less than five finished 
productions displayed in these apartments. One is a copy from 
Teniers j the subjeci Juihonj visiting Paul in the Deserti Mid 
executed before her ladyship had attained the iifteenth year of 
her age. Another, is a proup, representing her three cidost rliil- 
dren, lakon from life ; u third, is a large Landscape j Cattle in 
a storm, li oni Loulherbourg. 

Theexerlions and improvements of Thomas Anson, £s<[. above 
described, though very great, yet appear trifling, when compared 
with those of thepresentpossessor. His lordship has added amagni> 
ficent ptnrtico of ten fluted columns, of the Corinthian order, to the 
front of his house ; withojitdestroying the sjrrometiy of the edifice, 
has joined to it two noble apartments ; one, a drawinfr-room, 
46 feel by 28 ; the other a saluon, 5.j hy 22 ; supported on each 
side by six columns of Scagliola marble. The old village of Shug* 
borough, which stood inconveniently near, has been entirely re- 
moved to a distant oninence ; (3) and a new street has been 
formed iit the village of Great Haywood, closed at one end widi 
handsome iron gates. His lordship has cat a new channel for the 



(1) Jour, from Chest, to London." 

(a}This villaga^wfaidiilBadB oa^high ground between Gteat and little 
B«ywi>od, near WdifllefJiiridge, en the road limn London to Umpeo!, 
bmnthjrof the atteafioD of the traveller. ItdoesnotcoawtKhiotlMr 
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riyerSow* fora considerable distance ; and has removed a sume 
bridge of three arches, mrhich crossed that river at BblUsford, to a 
more convenient spot, about half a mile higher up the stream. 
He has erected lodges at the entrance of the principal approaches 
to Shiifrhoroii^h, which arn much admired : and has diverted a 
part uf ihc great public road from London to Chester, (between 
Lichlicld and Stall'ord) which ran tlirough his grounds, and has 
turned it across Cannock. Heath, through a mountainous defile, 
which strikes the traveller vrith admiration, not only fiom its 
natural wildness, but hf the extraordinaiy contrast it exhibits 
vrith the richlj-cullivated sCeneiy at eadi extremi^ of the pass. 

Many formidableobstacles presented themselves against the ac- 
complishment of these princely undertakings : but his h)rdship 
inherits the enterprising spirit, which animated, and supported 
the indefatigable exertions of his far-famed ancestor ; who took 
for his moixim, that heroic exdamation 9f Teucer— iW/ despe- 
niiiMft0ii<>-which afterwards, va his devation to the peerage, he 
most ^propriately adopted for the ftmily motto. 



Having detained the reader, perhaps too long, in the preceding 
description of the Boundaries, by which, as with a splendid and 



villages, of a number of scattered dwellings, but is one buildiag, inclos- 
ing a court, into whidi the fiont doon of all the cottages opea. la the 
middle is a pnblio oven, and a phwe for fiidoppoiSte the door of each cot- 
tage. Eveij oottagc lias a garden, or piece of {;roundat the back-, and 
one of them is a school for tlie children of the villnj^c. From a f^ate, 
on the other side of tlie ruad^ opposite the village, there ISA dehghUul 
view of the vale of Shugborougli, bounded by Ti\all. 

Lord Anson's cxperioMntal fium, is also an object of no small cnriosi^, 
and yields to £nr of the lund in En|^buid. 
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part of the yibbiMvamiij and granted it on t leaie foip Kyes to 
the tenant at Brancote. He also deiormined to erect a new man- 
sion on the rains of the old one ; and for this purpose cut down 
the most vnlunMc o leaving ImvreTer qoite sufficient for 
beauty and shelter. He lived only long enough to erect a quad« 
rangle, containiii}^ cxcpIIoiu officps, and sonic good bed-chani- 
bcrs ; so that at his death in 1730, the old residence remained 
nearly as it was when lirsi creeled : of which, in its entire state, a 
▼erjr good view is preserved in Plof s Historjr of Staffordshire,** 
plate 58. 

After the death of Lord Aston, and during the minori^ of his 
two danghters and coheiresses, who were left tinder the guar- 
dianship of their uncles, the DuXc of Norfolk, and the F.ail of 
Shrewsbury, the house at Tixall was for many years neglected 
and forsaken. In the year 1 768, Barbara, the youngest daughter 
of James, Lord Aston, being of age, a division of his estates was 
made between the two sisters ; in consequence of which her hus- 
band, the Hon. Thomas Clifford^ obtained possession of the house 
and estate of Tixall. He soon found that the upper stories of 
the old mansion were unsafe to inhabit. He was the/efore com- 
pelled to retreat into the quadrangle above-mentioned, in which 
he lived several years. At length ho determined on adding a new 
bouse to this quadrangle, the shell of which was (Completed in 
1 782, but the upper apartaents only were finished and inhabited 
at the time of his death, which happened in 1 787 . 

Some years before he undertook this building, he erected be- 
hind the house, new coach-houses and stables ; and fonned a 
complete farm-yard with suitable conveniencies : having previ- 
ously removed the old stables, and dovecote, which stood in the 
front of his intended new house. He also demolished seve- 
ral cottages which obstructed the prospect, and screened the 
churchyard, parsonage, and the remainder of the village fi?om tho 
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Since the complelion ol ihe canals iu this neighbourhood, ihis 
Stone has fonnd its way to a considerable distance. 'The oounty 
hall, and hotel, and all the slone-work oi the gaol, at Stafford, 
are bmlt of it ; as is also the new bridge at Kadfoid, near.Staffcnd, 

on the great road from London to C^MSter ; and many other 

bridges and private houses in the country. It has even been 
transported to liinningham, to build the cupola of St. Philip's 
church in that town ; and lo Worcester, where it forms \.hr. bat- 
tlements and baliustradcs ol ilic beautiful bridge over the Severn 
in that citjr. The proprietor receives a mine^ent of as. 6d. or 5s. 
for eadi cubic jard, the weight of which is about a ton. (i) 

The parish of Tizall has undergone most striking alterations, 
andmaterial improvements during ihc last sixty years. About the 
year 1740* it was distributed as follows : Behind the house, there 
was a deer-park of about 600 acres, covered with stately oaks, and 
large thickets of very luxuriant gorse J west of the house, was a 
rabbit-warren of more than 400 acres ; the tiarm-houses were all 
situated in the village, except two, called iSran;'«inland Snmeotep 
by which names they are distingnishiid in the oldest records. The 
mt of the parish, except the demesne and about forty acres of 
|^d>e-Iand, lay mostly in open fields, and common meadows, 
in which each farmer had his share and allotment. 

In the centre of the parish stood the venerable mansion, half 
surrounded and smolhered up by a scattered village, in whi{ h the 
clergyman, the smaller farmers, and the cottagers had their abode. 
.AhOQt the year 1748* James, fifth Lord Aston, inclosed a great 



(t) ledkeie fireestoue qoairies MefirmjneiitljrliMind tfioie lioliOTr agate 
bdk, or geodetf the intemiil surface of %hidi if oomoiOBlj cotend 

tnth numerous crystals o{ quartz: they are generally more or less Irao* 
tured, seldom entire, and an techoicallj teimed by niomlogists, dhtiy 

cavities. 
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ing grovadbetwMD die lionfe'aiid tbe water, into die fimnofa 
bMtttilbl slopiiig him. Nor wu hii attandon aoldy' Twifimtil to 
(rf(j«Ctt of taste and beauty. Finding that U» fanners at Tixall 
could not employ their lands to tlic best advantage, from the. cir-. 
cvmstancc of their beint^ imu }i intermixed, he <irst set aside a 
sufficient portion oi the parish lor demesne^ and then divided tho 
remainder into eight compact farms, and erected two new farm- 
iMMses. Kb c«t<^ near 5oo acres frooi die park, iiUchliad** 
TOted to agricoltore^ and planted a handsome beh of wood to 
conceal them from theeje. He also made a large plantation on 
Tixall lleathj which >vns a part of tlie ral>lwt*wafTen that kad not 
been brought into < ultivi>tion. 

In tbe year 1768, he purchased the Whitby estate, contain- 
ing about 800 acres ; and consisting diiedjr of die manor of 
Colsy, the Swansmoor Pmn, and other scattered property at 
Hixon, and Haywood. This was a most dfstrsMtt purchafe* 
being all intermiatad with, or contiguous 10 the ancient property 
of the Astons ; and to render this estate still more compact, he 
made some other sniiill purchases in the neighbourhood. The 
neat and commodious house ofOakedge, near Wolsclcy-brdge, 
then newly built^ with abo acres of land surrounding it, was 
part of this pardiase$ but it was sold again imine^ately to 
ThonMs Anson, Esq. elder brother of die great Lord Anson. 

Since that period, the whole of this property has continoed ia 
a progressive state of improvement ; and the present possessor 
find.s himself seated in the centre of a well cultivated estate, lying 
nearly in a ring fence. 

Oi the farm-bouses in Tixall parish, live arc scattered about in 
the most cooTeiueiit spots for the accnnmodation of die fanner ; 
but the diurch, the parsonage, the Tillage, and the mansion, are 
situated near each other^ and almost in the cenlie of the parish. 

The church is a rectory in the gift of the proprietor of the pa- 
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rish, and is endowed wiili about forty acres of glebe-land, lying 
all together at one extremi^ of the parish : more than two-thude 
of which are protected from tithe, hy a modus of lo/. a jear : of 
the reat the rector «is emtided to the great and small tithes. The 

value of the living is estimated aibclween 200/. and 3oo/, ayear. 
The church, which is dedicated to St. John the Baptist, was re- 
built in 1773, and is a sm.^11 neat edifice, calculated to contain 
about eighty persons. Against one side of the chancel, is an oval 
monument of white marble, with this iacriptiou : 

M. S. 
Simonis Wakelln 
Gulielmi Wakelin de Ultoxeter, et Doroiheao 
Uxoris, niii uuici, Artium Magistri, 
Rectorisque hujus Ecdesue, cui, (prseier 
faenefida quae contnlerat nvns) nioriens 
patenam, calicemqne argenteom, tIoo 
vcro dc Uttoxcter (natali suo) perpeHlOff 
fundi cujusdara sui reditus ad usnm panpenun reliquit. 

Ohiit die Martis, A*D. 1698-^iatis sum $8, 

The legacy of Mr. Wakelln to Tixall church, which is com- 
memorated in this epitapii, consisted of two silver cnpsorcha* 
lices, which are still in use. 

In the chor^yard atTixall, there is an altar-tomb affixed lo the 
church, ia memory of Richard Biddulph, who was steward to 
four successive generations of the Aston family ; on which is the 
following inscription, now almost defaced, and scarcely legible ; 

Heare lieth Richard Biddulph, that was bom at Tixal in the 
yeare of our Lord 1 546 and died on the 1 5th June in the 83' yeare 

of his age : he served 4 of the Astons, Sir Edw, Aston, Sir Wa, 
Aston, Sir £dw. Aston, and W. Lord Aston : He was faithful and 

K 
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diligent in bis service. He was loving to his friends, and a fust 
man towards aU. He was beloved d Us masters, and having 
spent his whole time in iheir serrice, Walter Lord Aslon payes 
this acknowledgement to his memoiie. 1697. 

There is onlj this one instance of great longevity : 

Ralph Haddersiitch 
died 5ih Octr. 1777. 
in his losdyear. 

Aboot the year 1735, the Rev. Thomas Loxdale was rector of 
TixaU. Hewas a man of learning, and fond of antiquarian re- 
searches i and assisted Dr. l/Vilkes in his endeavous to cirflectma- 
terials for a county history. Many of bis letters on this subject 
have been published by the Rev. Siebbing Shaw, in the beginning 
of the second volume of bis very irapcrfrci and ill-dif»cslcd His- 
tory of StalTordshirc. Mr. Loxdalc coniposetl a lillle work, cn- 
udcd The rarochiul Antiquities of Stallbrd:>hirc^" which was 

never pnblidied. The manuscript came into, the possession of 
Jit. Astle, and afterwards, together with the other papers of that 
ingenious gentleman, became die proper^ of the late Marquis of 
Bnchini^iam : by whose kind permission, I have been enabled to 
extract some useful information, relative to the parish of Tixall^ 
firom Mr. Loxdalc's work. He asserts in one place, that Wct- 
teuhali, Bishop of Cork, was bora at Tixall j a man of note in his 
time, and of whom some account is given by Wood, in his 
AtfaemeOxonienses." 

Mr. Loxdale has preserved the following list of the Rectors of 

Tixall: 

Mr. Mnrrall, ab*. 1600. 
Mr. Tomer. 




Mr. Dan. Bail/. He was rector of St. Mary's Stafford. 
Mr. GiUbodj. 
Mr. Tko. TooUi* 
Mr. Ralf FhOlips. 

Mr. ffimonWakdyn. H0 was iiepk«w to Sir Simon Degg, ami 

a great Benefactor to the place and Pa- 
rish, lie also made an attempt to have 
broke through the modus of 10/. which 
L'. Aslou pays for his Demesne, but 
ifas cast. 

Mr. Ricbaid Dfakeford. lUclor of St. Mail's Stafford. 
Mr. Ludgeiar, resigned. 

Mr. Tlio*. Holbvoke, son of the Rector of Edgmond. 

He was Fund', nostraecalamiiatis, des- 
stroying all tbe Registers, so thatlcaa 
fix noe time. 

Tho\ Loxdale. 

The present incumbent is the Rev. WilUam Come, wKo bas 
been rector of Tixall, ever since the year 1760 ; and though now 
nbove eighty years of age, is still in complete possession of all his 
faculties. He reads the smallest print without spectacles, which 
indeed he never uses, lie has an active mind, is a good scholar, 
and possesses a retentive memory stored with Tacious informa- 
tion and amnwng anecdotes, which he loves to commnnicaie, and 
in a veiy agreeable manner to those who ei^ojribepleasnre of his 
emnpany. On my presenting him a copy of the poem on thft 
ruins of Tixall, which concludes this' work, he yciy good- 
humonredly said, after having perused it, that he could find no 
fault with it, except that there was no mention in it of him ; for 
that he considered himself as one of the principal rums of the 
place. 
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The panonage hoose is verjr nmr the church, and is pleasantly 

situated, commanding a fine prospect of lawn and water. A 
little to the west of the parsonage, is the village, consiiiing of 
about a dozen scattered dwellings, one of them a considerable 
farm-bouse. The chaplain lo lh«^ family at Tixall, (which is Ro- 
man Catholic) resides also in the village. The gentleman who 
fills diat situation at present, is Ifr. Le Sage, a Frendi emi- 
grant deijgjfman, and grand-nephew of the inf^nioas anthor of 
GOBtas. 

About55years ago, the celebrated .<df/iitJllfoor, the fasting woman 
of Tulbury, lived in this village. Her grandfather, Mr. HaIford,was 
a surgeon of eminence at ?»'orbury in Derbyshire, who indulgingin 
an expensive style of life, left behind him at his death two orphan 
daughters, wilhonft anjr meansfbr their subsistence. One of them 
was nnrseiy maid at ^xaU-honse for many years ; and died a few 
years ago at Tixall village^ greatly respected and esteemed for 
herpie^ and virtue, and for her many estimable qualities^ which 
justly endeared her to all who knew her. Her sister married 
Thomas Pegg, a common labourer, by whom she had a daugh- 
ter, called Ann Pegg, now Ann Moor. About the year 1777, 
Ann Pogg entered into the service of Mrs. Savage^ a widow lady, 
who« after her husband's death, occupied a smaU house in Tlxall 
Tillage. Ann Pegg was then about sixteen years of age, and is 
.said to have possessed u considerable share of beauty. She af- 
terwards married John Moor, a labourer, but soon forsook her 
husband, and led for many years a disorderly life. 

The fact uf her total ubslmeuce from food, during five or six 
years, alter having been generally believedj was at leugtii proved 
to be an imposture : she however shewed that she had acquired 
great powers of abstinence, by remaining nme days and nights 
without any sustenance before she would own the deceit. 

The parbh of Tixall, from the variety of low and elevated 
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^nnmd wbidi it coottant, presents in different pins, a great num- 
ber, of pli!tff«»»g Tiews* and interesting objects. These cannot 
be better pointed oat to the reader, than by couducting him 
along the course of a ride, or drive, which has been carried 
round the parish, lor the purpose of showing these prospects to 
the best advantage. 

Yon first ascend a semidrcdar verdant slope, crowned wiik 
wood, whidi sheiierB the hovse firom the east. The view from the 
siiiiiiiii( is of the same kind as that eiqoyed by the mansion 
below, onlj much more various and extensive. The celebrat- 
ed Brown could not behold the scene without rapture, and 
urged the owner to huWd ;i house there. And indeed, on cast- 
ing your eyes around tiom this spot, you feel ready to exclaim 
with the poet — 

Ileavf ns ! wliat a goodly prospect spread* round 
Orhilltand dales, and woods, and Uwns, and spirts. 
And glitiering lowos, and gilded ilrMatt tSl all 
ThcitrrtcbtiiglMidKapeinlonMk* dtcagrtl (i) 

But the rage for elevated situations, so prevalent some yean 
ago, is now much abated ; and in the opinion of most visitors at 
TuaXi, no better spot, than the one where the house actually 
fiends, conld easily be found, which wonld^t once embmce the 
uiied objects of shelter, comfort, and beauty. 

The ride now enters a grove of spreading trees, and is con- 
ducted along a natural terrace, in a uorlheru direction ; being 
skiricil ou the west by a planiatiou of thriving oaks, while an ex- 
tensively varied prospect opens to the east. You firstJooL down 
on Ae playful mases of the Trent^ winding throu^ the fertile 



(i) Thomson's " Seaons." 



( 76) 

The parsonage hoase is very near the church, and is pleasantly 
siiuatcd, commanding a line prospect of lawn and water. A 
little to the west of the parsonage, is the village, consisting of 
about a dozen scattered dwellings, one of them a considerable 
farm-house. The chaplain to the family at Tixall^ (which is Ro- 
man Catholic) resides also in the village. The gentleman who 
fills that situation at present, is Mr. Le Sage, a French emi-> 
grant clergyman, and grand-nephew of the ingenious author of 
Gil Bias. 

About35 years ago, the celebrated Moor, the fasting woman 
ofTutbury, lived in this village. Her grandfather, Mr. Halford,was 
a surgeon of eminence at Norbury in Derbyshire, who indulging in 
an expensive style of life, left behind him at his death two orphan 
daughters, without any means for their subsistence. One of ihcm 
was nursery maid at Tixall-hou»e for many years ; and died a few 
years ago at Tixall village, greatly respected and esteemed for 
her piety and virtue, and for her many estimable qualities, which 
justly endeared her to all who knew her. Her sister married 
Thomas Pegg, a common labourer, by whom she had a daugh- 
ter, called Ann Pegg, now Ann Moor. About the year 1 777, 
Ann Pegg entered into the se^^'ice of Mrs. Savage, a widow lady, 
who, after her husband's deaih, occupied a small house in Tixall 
village. Ann Pegg was then about sixteen years of age, and is 
said to have possessed a considerable share of beauty. She af- 
terwards married John Moor, a labourer, but soon forsook her 
husband, and led for many years a disorderly life. 

The fact of her total abstinence from food, during five or six 
years, alter having been generally believed, was at length proved 
to be an imposture : she however shewed that she had acquired 
great powers of abstinence, by I'cmaining nine days and nights 
without any sustenance before she would own the deceit. 

The parish of Ti^Lali, from the variety of low and elevated 
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meadows on its baoke, tiH it it lost in the bofyieene at Hav- 
wood Wharf, where the Staffordshire and Wotcestenhire Cai^ 
terminates in the Grand Trunk : just beyond, the pofmlons Til- 

lagc of Great Haywood, interspersed with trees, stretches on each 
side of the high road from London to Liverpool j and behind Hay- 
wood, a range of pasture ground gradually rising from the valley, 
leads the eye to Coley Farm, a small estate and manor belonging 
to Tixall, which commands the most enchanting prospects, 
and from which, on a dear day, the lofty spires of Lichfield ca- 
thedral an distinctly visible. A litde to the east of Coley, the 

horizon is bounded by the massive woods of BHthfield ; (behind 
which stands niiihUeld-house, the ancient seat of the family of 
Bagol) whose lowering onks, for number, height, StraitneSS, 
and value, are esteemed the linest in Kngl and i) 



(t) The fint and best Umbered esUte is that of Lord Bagot's to the 
Mfth orAUiofsBRHnl^. woods «|«d«WBiM.y hundred acres, 

and almost wholly coosiat of oah, the ripest, fhiaet, and best that I eier 

saw ; and I believe I run no nsk of execedhig the boanda of tralb, if I 
say the best iu the kingdom. A voiy hri;c quantity of oak in theiewoodsw 
now<iuite ripe, and some even decaying. Many of the oaks carrv timber to 
dia length of 6d and 70 ftet ; and in Lord Bagol s park, there' are many 
hundreds of vny eslnofdma^ bdk, oontammg fie. soo to 400 feelof 
timber each. I could pick out many worth 60 gnneaa a pieoe, and '"mt 
even more. Some of the timber is of considerable anlicpiily, mdaCQ. 
tioned by Dr. Plot, as full grown timber in 168G. I was informed upon 
the spot, that ibr these woods 100,000/. has been oflered ; and that his 
bndifaiphas half as much timber in Denbighshire. Toul value of timber 
iSo/wol : which in the thiee per cams at th.piei«t prfc, would pur- 
chase an income for em of mm than 6000 soinaas par annmn The 
««ces8ion-woods, and young plantations, are very OOMldenhle, and Stfll 
conunmng ; aad upon land not worthawntof ,os. an aoe, bst. 
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ContigaOttS to Bliihlleid are Kijigsiuu woods, the property of 
Earl Talbot. 

Wandering down the vale of Tx«mu the eye is attracted hj the 
rin|{alar appearance of Totmnes of white smoke^ peipetnallj rising 
firom the salt-works of Shirlejrwich, over the lower groves of In- 
gestric. These salt-works, and those of Cheshire, and of Droit- 
wich in Worcestershire, are said to be the only inland salt-woriur 
of aay consequence in the kingdom. 

As the ride extendSyyou are gratiliedwith the sightof the prettily 
scattered village of Hbnnk, studded with trees j and beyond it, 
OY€t Loxley Park, the seat of Clement Kynnersley^ Esq. you enjoy 
a difernfied prospect of great extent, bounded by the blue 
mountains of Deibyshive; and the Wcever Hills, on the confines 
of the county of StafTord. At the foot of these high hills stands 
Wooion, remarkable lor having alFordcd an asylum to thn ec- 
centric J. J. Rousseau, (i) About a mile to the north of Hixon, is 



ter thao ia any other way. It is also upon a poor cold land of this de< 
sedlption, that the abeve iSae tuaber diafly abonnds, Ihm sdl bibg a 
atoiit fiavaDy loam upon a c% or mail bettom. The young plantatioDa 
an nade sometimes by sowing acotni with wheat after sommer fiillow } 

and sometimes by planting out young plants of oak, and other wood : in 
which case, at the end of one or two years, when such plants have taken 
well to the grooud, they are cut oil at the surface, and the second shoot 
ttnsled to for the tree : this second ihoot thriving with mndi mora luzn> 
lianoe and rigour than the first checked by tcansphnling. Also after 
cutting down a wood, the rephinting is sonietinMS eflvcled by striking in 
with a pickaxe, a su£Bdent number of acorns and other seeds of forest 
trees, or underwood ; and all these methods have been attended with 
sncceaa. The young plaatatioos are well fenced, and carefully guarded 
fioui trespass by a woodman i^pmnted Ibr that purpose (Pittas ** Agric. 
Sorr. of Staff.") 

(i) ItappoKfS that RouMcan had lignified to Hume« who took a lively 
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Men the lilUe pariih diiirdi of Sioir«t urbm ii«t entoiiilMd 
Walter, fifst Vucoimt Hereford, gnmdson of the first Lord Ftt^ 



concern in his «dfiu«, that he wnhed to pracore a mai letiicment in En* 
gland } but that bis independent spirit would not auflec him to reiide in 
henae, but wbere he should be allowed to pay for his board. This 
coming to the knowledge of Mr. Davenport, tlion possessor of Wootoii, 
who was eager to have such an inmate, he iuformed Rousseau, that Uviug 
in a y9ry cheap part of England, and lenole ftom the aaetropolis, he could 
aftwdto boaid him, and 1^ go w te manu HadenMiadle La Vaiaenr, lot 
a Teiy trifling coutdcfation. The sum proposed is said to hare been so 
small, that Rousseau could not but have seen through the deceit. This 
extraordiiMry being however seems to hate gUdly closed with a propowt 
yvfakh pnNvM te feeeneileaotvdll^contaiidhii inlantUof Ua piide 
endp»w,andtoohnphiiahodaat Woelon/in thearanlh eflbidi, 1766. 
It was here that he set ou foot his strange quarrel with Hume, bis friend 
and benefactor ; ^^lncIl atfords ample proof, 011 lils side, either of a badheart, 
or a disordered imagination. Towards the end of the summer of the same 
jcar^ RonaNau quitted Wooton, and shortly after returned to France. 
The tiadBtion of Am part of die countiy rejecting the canse of hla de> 
parture is curious. It is said, that his gow^mmte one day told him, that 
she had, unperceived, seen the cook put some unusual ingredients into his 
broth, and that she feared there was an iiitontion df taking him ofl" by 
poisuu. She was probably tired of the solitude of a country life, and to 
eflbct her remofal^ endearonred to take advantage of hir tn^idoiM and 
mitablo temper. However that might be, die wu inunediatdy dlipati&ed 
to the next town for a postchaiae } and in the meantime Rousseau re- 
mained for some hours in the open air, till the chaise arrived, refusing to 
be sheltered for a moment longer, under a roof, where such a flagrant and 
enermona faraadi ef hospitali^ bad been mlended ! 

There ia a pepehur distidi cooceming thit place, greallj to die disad* 
tantage of it* ritnalion : 

Wooton under Weerer, 
Where the ann comes never. 
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mm of Cbardejr* who was descendod from Ae great Normm fa- 
mily of De Ferrers* earb of Deilty. (i) Here the attention is fixed 
hj a swelling luioUi crowned with the rains of Chartley-castle. 
They consist of the remains of two round towers, and of a wall 
almost hid in wood. A little below this rained casdCf stood 
the family mansion, which was destroyed by (irc in 1781. On 
this occasion^ perished an embixjidcrcd bed, the workman^ 
ship of ih« ill-fafadlllaiy of Scotland,, who wm fi» some uaae im- 
pris(Mied at Ghartlay. Behind, tho: house lies the paih» » wdo 
heathy traotv peopled witlr atags, fallow deer, and wild- cattle. 
Mr. Gisborne, in his popular and elegant poem, enuiled "Walls 
in a Forest/' has finely imagined that the melancholy queen would 
sometimes sadly coutrust the wcarisomencss of her confinement, 
with the sporlivcness ot these animals, when observing iheirfrlsKy 
gambols ibrough the grated windows of her tower ^3) in Tutbury^ 
castle^ 

'o - - - « Tbfoagh the itonj cbinkf 

Wonton the HPir^approiching foe to ponr 

The arrowy storm, on these wild banks she gated t . 

1¥hi1e Fancy, miniitcr of wpe, with liaa4' 



(i) Tlic monument, which is of white marble, was erected ia his 
lifetime. His figure is represented ia robes, with the collar of the garter 
round bis neck : his head reposes on a plume of feathers wreathed round 
ehflloMt, On one mi» of him is plaosd his-Bist lady, Maiy, daughter of 
Thenas, HUrqais of JDoiset} m^othar, hi»«e«mid» Mariuat, Awa^ 
ter of Robert Gamisli, Esq. of Kington, in Sidfulk. Around the side* 
of the tomb are six male, and six female fi^jurcs, the former girt with swords. 
Above, is a Ctiuopy of oak, which was once richly gilded, and is de- 
corated with the 4r[Qj of Deyereux, aod Ferrers, quarterly \ and im- 
piltd on «thflr-side« with those of hi»tiro mw. 

(«}Qiioen1lf«r]rwasrefnoT«tI firoBiTatlMrjr*CMtle toChndo^^iathe jew 
iS^y ander the care of Sir AmiatPawlet. Daring h«r confineoMnt bne, 

L 
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Officiout, to her view prc»cntc<l still 
G*j tnof* of fbfMt desr, nopriioncd «in 
Inhaling, and as frulic qmrt blpiKd, 
Bounding unfettered. 

The drive now iraTenes a wood near half a mile in length, 
the safe and nndistmiied retreat of ihe partridjie,' the pheasant, 

and the hare. Towards the extremity of the wood, a Tiew is 
opened to the wCst into Tixall Park, and the eye. is drawn across 
a hanging bank of oaks, to the towers and baiilemenls of ilie 
keeper's lodge ; which was built by the present possessor in 
a castellated form, pfesentiag an emhattled wall, flanked at 
eadb end, hy a square embattled tower. Itsiands on an eie?aied 
^ot, and in one of ihe towers is a teaproom with three diffinent 
upaciSt commanding Teiyplearingproqpects to the sonth, wast, 
and north. 

Issuing from the wood, you enter the parit, and ascend gra- 



ana Bsbiagtoo, a jouth of an ardeat mind, fennad a plan tat her d«l»> 

Tcrance, and conveyed letters to har hjr a brewer, who was bribed to pot 
them in secretly, and receive answers through a hole in the wall. In a 
letter she wrote to him, dated Juljr, i586, she tells him, " that he 
might intercept her at she rode abroad (or recreation in the fields between 
Chardej and Staflbcd." On the difcovety of this plot, ahewMiwMOtad 
to Potherin|pJ-castle^ in Northamptonshire, lo Sept. 1S86, whm she 
was executed on the 8lh of Feb. following. (Camden, " Hist, of Queen 
Elii." b. 3- p. ^5.) Sir Edw. A.ston, Sir Ric. T5;iRot, and another, by au- 
thority granted unto thciu under the queen's warrant, cooimitled Naive 
and'Coril, her (Q. Mary's) two aecrataiica, to tevaial cutodies, that Ihaj 
waiifiA ttot confer cither one with the otfaer« «r widi the qoaen. And 
fbenbreAing open die doors of her private closet, they sent all her cabi- 
nets wherein her papecs were kapt, sealed up with their seala^ to the 
court. — ^Ibid. p. ^9. 
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•dually to the highest point of it, when bending rather sharply 
round a woody brow, a noble display of forest scenery suddenly 
Imnts npoBtliB mr. Below, aii«KiensivegM»v«ofoMkf aliaoit 
cooceab diemterveniiigTaJley, and ooaiiectsdMptilt with Can- 
nod. Hoadi, which rises boldlj above the trees, and from this 
<pot appears crowned with a spreadiog wood called Brockton 
Coppice. In the front of this wood is an obelisli sixty feet high, 
erected by Thomas Anson, Esq. From its situation, and from 
the various points from which it can be seen, it is an object oi 
pictuTesque beau^, and a Itndiftaili to all the coontry ravid liMr 
many miles, (i). To the Modi, the eye stretdiei ten miles fiurdier 
adrosi the headi, tiU it raits on an devated summit^ called S^ie 
Cop, behind which are the woods of Beandesert Farit, theMtl 
of iheMar^piis of Ani^esey. 

BdowmetrMS annambcKdmc, 

BeauliFul in various diei : 

The gloomy piD«, the poplar blue, 

Ibejffllvirbfltdi, fhvMble j^cw, 

Th* dender fir, that taper grows, 

The sturdj oak, with broad-spraid V*"^, 

Gaudy as ihc opening datm, 

lies • long and levd lawn, * . 

On which a dark hill, steep and lu|^f 

HoMiand durma the wandaring eye. 

Shordy after, die diiveerosies die extreniiy of a line avennej 
composed t^lbar rows <tf trees, chiedybeedi^andlione-cheBnBS; 

at the other end of which stands the castellated keeper's lodge. 

You now leave the park, and skirting the Hanyard Farm, are sud- 
denly transported from the contemplation ot the wild scenes of 
nature, to a view of cultivated fields, and of the busy haunts of 

(i) SiacaAis nas mittea, the obdidt has been adbriuntdjhloviiidiiim. 
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HMD. Tim Amn oocopiai die iHMl dmMdfUtct tkepafkli^ 
as tlM name <rf JE au f Oit d or Hanifitite importi j firom Aon, Saaon, 

biglL, and^te.gate or road, (i) The ride is agreeably sheltered 
^ this part, iVom Oie cast anil north, by the thick woods ofln- 
^strie, while an cxtensi>'« prospect opens to the west. The 
, town of Staflford stretches along the valley j behind it rise the 
towers of Stafford-castle, on an insulated knoll clothed with firs, 
mad auioimdBd jigr it lidilj cnhif&tfld aoitntry : aiMm Ait, is 
fe«n>a "woody bank, «aUed BiHingum Bmy, wbara am tke ra- 
Miin lol an ancieDttDcainpittent } beyond is tbe lofty sptreoffira- 
wood cfaurcli, the woods of Chillinglou, tbe ancient boose of tbe 
GifEard family, and Patshull, the scat of Sir Robert Pigot ; the tow- 
er ing"VVrek in, and the two CIce Hills in Shropshire, fomi the ho- 
rizon. In a clear day, the Malvern Ridge in Worcestershire, and 
the steeples of Wolverhampton, eighteen miles distant, are 
plainly discemible. Advancing fticlber to the north, yon sae 
the Beacon Hill, and its light dump of trees, rising abruptly 
out of a level champaign country ; and beyond, the eye rests oa 
Sugnall-hall, an elevated spot, at the foot of which ia the lownof 
Eccleshall, fecclesitv aula / but too low to be conspicuous, and 
adjoining to it, the castle, now the residence of the bishops of 
this diocese. It was built by Walter Uc Langton, Bishop of Lich- 
field, in the reign of Edward I. Further on, the view sweeps over 
Hopton Heath, and u terminated by the tvoodt of Swinnerton, in 
front of which stands Swinnerton-bonse, eloren tnilea^Ustant, 
tbe aeat of tbe fiuaily of Fitaherbert. 

*5triit vmxe ^eliath cni|Slrt neir fktintrth 
At fbc' laadAip Mua'd it mCMaras t 



(i) Perhaps from a road, called WilsonVhaa, now little frequented, 
which leads from the Hanyard farm-house toHopton Heath, and is carried 
along tbe highest .^und-ia tbepariibfipirnKiQe tbinbalfa^iUa. 
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Rnmt lawns and Tallows grajr, 
Wliere Uie nibbling flock* do atray ; 
UnMtriMf Ml triMM bufcn bmat * 
The lab'ring clouds do oden rest ; 
lieadows trim with daisies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and river* widet 
Tow«n and bnukmentt U lew, 
BoMiMclJrf^ m tiiAed toCM. 

From ibis spot the ride takes a western direction, and wiudiug 
tliroiigfa some pleasant fields, antera a 'long plantation consUtbg 
diiefljr of lardi, which leads to Tizall Heath. A part of this heath 
has besnbionght into cultivation; the remainder is covered widi 
a variety of trees and shrubs, for some of which it is indebted to 
the prolific bounty of nature, for others to the careful hand of 
art. An opening in the wood discovers a pleasing reach of water 
formed by the confluence of the Peak, and Sovr ; above which, 
the little parish chnrch of Berikswid^ or Satwidi, is a pretty ob- 
ject.(.) 

In the reTgn ot Henigr VII. Hzall Heath was polluted by being 
made the scene of an atrocious act of assassination. 1 shall give 
the story at length, as il is related by Dugdale, in his History of 

Warwickshire. 

** Sir Philip Chetwynd, Knt. departed this life, 34 H. 6, leav- 
ing William his grandchild his heir. "Which WiUiani, afterwards 
one of the gentlemeo-nshers of the chamber to King Henry 
VU., became so much envied by Sir Humphrey Stanley, (then of 
Pipe* co.Staff.) one of the knights for the body to the same king. 



(i) This charch probably takes its name from Bertie or Bflftdis, the 
hMinil of Stdfiird ; and peilMps this uaj be the place whither he r^ 

tired to end his days ia solitude, as mentioned above. In the old chartn- 
hiriesof Sl Thomas Pfioiy« it is wnttcn Bercteswick.— S«« Appendix. 
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and shcritVfor tliat county g H. 7. as that by moans of a counter- 
feit letter, in the name of Randolf lircretouj Escj. delivered ou 
Friday night before the feast of St. John the Baptises nativity^ 
requesting his meeting with him at Stafford, the neict monuog hj 
five of the dock — being allured out of his hoose at IngestrieB 
and passing thitherwards accordingly, with no more attendance 
than his own son and two ser\'ants ; he was waylayed on Tixall 
Heath, by no less than twenty persons, whereof seven were of 
the said Sir Humphrey's own family, some with bows, and others 
with spears, aQ armed with brigandincs, and coats of mail ; who 
issuing out of a sheep-cote, and a deep dry pit, fiirionsly as- 
saulted him, saying that he should die, and accordingly killed 
him : the said Sir Humphrey at that time passing by, with at least 
twenty-four persons on horseback, upon pretence of hunting a 
deer. All which, the petition to the king made by Alices his 
widow, wherein she craves that the said Sir Humphrey and his ser* 
Tants might answer fiw it, doth mamfiM." 

From other accounts it appears, that SirHnmphnj had inter 
rest enough at court to «lence the matter ; and that no redrass 
was ever given to Alice, noir an^ notice ta^n of th^|ue|issinfr> 
tion of her husband ! 

The Rev. Thomas Loxdale, in the MS. before-cited, says, 

In the last century two urns were found ou Tixall Heath, lately 
in the ke^bg of the R igh t Hon. Walter Lord Aston. There are, 
also, two artiiScial hiUod^, called the king's and <pieen's bwg (t) 
which show it to have been a place of action, hut as nothing hat 
jet been discovered in any of our historians, there is no roomftf 
e conjecture in what age it might be." 

These unis have not been prcsei"ved, nor is the account very ac- 
curate jforonly twenty years ago, iliree /oivj were very visible,one 



(i) low, or loe, Saxpn, a hilbck, heap, or baixow. 
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of whicli has siaee hvm levelled Vrilh the plough, but n^t till it 
had been dng. into and oiamined, dkongh without maliiag aay dis* 
cofccy. The other two lows are in the woodland part of the 
haathi.and are planted with firs. The name otkit^s low is now 
fiM|^tten ; but that of queens low is partially preserved in the 
name of the adjoininj^ fields, which are called tho Qiiinx/f^ys. 
Though Mr. Loxdalc asserts, that there is no room lur conjec- 
ture respecting the origin of these ariiliciul hillocks, might we 
not, with some degree of probabilitj, assign them to the tinie 
of the renowned Elfleda, the daughter of Alfred^ the valiant and 
iUnstriovs Qoeen of MerQcia, who built a casde at Stafford, and 
died inher palace at Tnanworth^ in the year gig? TixallHeatfa, 
in its ancient .^tate, was a very likely spot for one of the many 
battles fought by this magnanimous princess, against the Britons 
and Danes : and if she ordered heaps of earthy as was common in 
those times, to be raised over the bodies of the slain, would thejr 
not natnralljr be called die Quart's Lows 

Aboot the yoar i9o5, a very antique atone ciON, whidi once 
atood before the gate of a ruined mansion in South Wales, was* 
inuu^oited hither and erected on Tizall Heath. It is of a verjr 



(i) Hemy of Hantmgdoikf one of our andent hiiloiinif^ lus pmenred 
the foUbwiogtersesiuliODonrof EMeda, inlriiidisheistlj^bodilcinf 
and queen : 

O Elfleda polens ! O terror Virgo Tirofliuil! 

Victrix naturae, uonuQe digua viri. 
Tu qu6 splendiiffior llerei, natura ptteDam^ 

Te prabitM fecit nomen hdiefe viri. 

Te auitM« de oet sad saUm nomina sexiks 
1^ nydia potaaSy nx^tm tcopluea paraos : 

JauLiiee Caesarei tantum memere trinaaphi^ 
Gmara spleodidior, Viigo, wa«0| itk. 
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litTdmoop^iM} the alMftt whidi hM eight nneqaai sides, top* 
ports a tablet of an hexagonal fonn, adorned frith verjr rude 

carvings ; on one side, a crucifix, on ihc other, ihe virgin iriA 
the child in her lap. On the edge of the tablet is also a figure, 
which has been thought by some experienced antiquaries to re- 
present St. John the Evangelist. This cross is now erected on 
one of the hwst amid the congenial gk>oni of a clump of widely 
spreading pines, and may be considered aa a meoional of the 
horrible assassination of William Chetwji|d.(i) 

Having wandered for some time in the sylvan naset of TizaU 
Heath, yon issue forth into some open^ cultivated grounds, which 
conduct you by a gentle declivity to Brancote Farm, (a) Here the 
ride assumes quite a novel and distinct appp.-irancc. It passes 
through a narrow dell, (3) alouf^ the margin of several successive 
poolsj sweetly overshadowed with umbrageous oaks. This se- 
qnesMnsd; scenery is coniinned for half a mile, till slurdng die 
woods of St. Thomas Friory, you break at once npon the vale of 
Sow. 

Enchanting vale ! beyond wha'tc'or the MlUS 
Has of Achaia or He«peria &uDg. 
Ovile oTbliH! O •oftlj^^welUiif Ulb I 

On which the power of ctiltivafion lirs. 

And fovi to sec the ^voiidors (if Ins toil. 



(i) Infiritton's Architectural Autiquities," vol. plate A.lig. 3, thera 
ii a cron very Minibr to this \ aii4 he reflMxIa, that snch eronet wwe 
conmonly set up Miepoldiral menentoCf and n neiBonsb of heldei, 
murders, aad other fatal events. 

(a) This name, which is of veiy long standing, being meutioned in the 
first records of the barony of Stafford, may be derived from bran, 
a rook or crow ; and ctt a dwaliDg. Bihhid ihe'bouse is a rough piece of 
ffvutdf loraiacly eovend widi mfedmaki^ a veiy fikely rewct §et that io- 
cial and gregarious hiid. 

(3) Wythedcnslnde, bfllbre MBtioBod. 
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In this part, tlic vale is confined on rnch side, by a range of 
IttUe hiiis ; those opposite TuiuJi arc agreeably diversiUed with 
acMieved oaUj InuIms of the bright yellow-ilowHred gorse, 
yovng plantftliotti, arable, aod &Uow groaads, pastures am* 
mated bj sheep andcatde, and sloping' banks, enlivened here and 
ihere with a neat cottage and garden. The river flowing through 
the middle of the valley, the church of Bcrkswich, the priory of 
St. Thomas, the steeples oi Stafl'ord, oud its newly-restored castle 
complete tlie prospect. 

Evercbarminq. ever nrw, 
"Wlicn will the laadskapc tire the view 7 
The fomitMB** ftll, iIm riTW*! low. 
The w«o4jr vaUejr warm and low, 

The H'indjr summil wild an<Ilii|^, 
Rou^ly ruihing ea the tkj ; 
Tb* plMMunt ac«t, ibe nuned tower. 
Hie naked tock, the shadjr bower, 

Tlie town, and village, dome, and farm, 
£acb give each a double charm, 
like 

On the Tixall side of the vale of Sow* the ride advance!! 
through the plantations, with which tlie steep parts of the hills 
are covered ; and which scr>'e sometimes to show the valley, and 
the various bends of the river, in the most favourable points ofview, 
and sometimes totally to conceal them irom the eye. Leavingthese 
woody heights, yon descend to thebanks of the iiYer, andfollowing 
its tneanden, soon come in sight of the neat cottage of Mr. GoUins 
atlfilford, which with the sheltered house of Mr. Levet, and the 
woods and mansion of Brockton, the seat of Sir George Chet- 
wynd, successively open to the view. These arc succeeded by 
the romauttc knolls of Cannock Heath ; opposite to which^ on 




( 

the Tnran aide, siiiidf Beny Hill, • rough, rocky eminence, 
supporting a clump of firs. Near the top of the rodi is a otlunl 
gfotio, caHed Lord Asum's seat, ivbtch commands a pleasant 
prospect tip ihcvale of Sow, tprminatedby SiafTord castle. Near 
this spot, the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal is carried 
across the Sow, by an aqurduct which is concealed from sight 
by a large plantaiion of willows and poplars, so that the canal 
appears to be a continuation of *lka river. The drive foHovn its 
conxse for some <Usunce, till entering tbe lavni, which laces 
Tixall housOj il bends from the canal towards the north, and 
reaches the mansion bj a gradual ascent, after a circuit of nearij 
six miles. 

From this rapid sketcli of the surrounding conniry, the reader 
will percoivc, that the general aspect ol this part of Staffordshire, 
is that of a cultivated, pastoral, Mroodknd tract, enriched and 
adorned with all the pleasing accompaniments, which consti-' 
tute the perfoction of the soher kind of landscape. The wild 
and savage scenes of nature — the rude pn^ecting rock, the 
yawning chasm, the deep, precipitous glen — scenes, which might 
delight the daring imagination of a Salvator Rosa, and which his 
pencil would consecrate — these are not here to be found. Yet, 
on the other hand, the magic combinations of a Titian, or a 
Ckude, are not nnfreqaently pnesentad to the mptnrad eye of 
an attentive observer. We have here, indeed, no foaming tor- 
rent exBsperalBd by rocks, or precipitated in cataractt ; no 
stnpebdous mountain, rearing its insnperable, snow-wreadied 
summit above the clouds ; no unfathomable lake, reflecting in 
its crj'sial bosom the tremendous precipices which start perpen- 
dicularly from its sides. Our smiling Tallcys, and opening glades, 
are not contrasted by the impenetrable gloom of primeval forests ; 
nor are our riews exunded, and Ari^ked, by the illimitable ex- 
panses of the boundless ocean, fiat, although we cannot boasi 
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of these sublime, or tcrriHc objects, which Nature has thrown 
together ia some other parts of this island ; yet here is 

A b«pp7 rani Mat of various view t 

a lofi and regular altemaiiOB of hill and yalley ; n sweet succes- 
sion of varied, nndalatin}^ ground, diversified, and embellished 
with all the variety and beauty, which lawn, wood, and water 
can bestow : preseniiu"; on every side, the loveliest scenes to the 
eye of the painter, and the fancy of the poet, and combining in 
the happiest manner, fdl the eonfort, convenience, and ele- 
gance of rnnl li£B. 

O fortune scfjour I O chiinpi aimA do cwnmf ' 
Que, poor f autU loataiit voa pr^ d^Uetan, 

Nc puis-jc ici fixer Jiia course vagabotidc, 

El, conau de vou» tealt, ignorer tout le moade. 



To complete the topographical delineation of the parish of Tix- 
all, it now remains to describe the family mansion, eft soat of the 
proprietor. Tixall house is situated nearly in the centre of the 
parish, and occupies altogether a considerable extent of ground; 
bnt the only pari fiiUy exposed to view is the tontli firtrnt, which 
ivas erected, as above-mentioned, by the late Hon. Thomas Clif- 
ford. It is built of Tixall stone, and is ornamented with a portico 
of four columns, of the Doric order; the shaft of each column 
being a single block of stone llftoen foet in length. The front is ex- 
tended by a screen on eachsidr, decorated in likemannerwilh Do- 
ric columiis and pilasters, which serve 10 conceal tlie offices, and 
to give consequence to the building : the. whole f<Mrming a facade 
of 1 44 screen is surmoonied bjr a large pedestal, on 

which were placed, a few years ago, two lions couchant, from 
Coade's manufactory at Lambeth. The elegant simplicity of Jtb^ 
•rchitectnre of this front, together with ils situatioB| never 



( 92 ) 

frUs to strike everjr bdiolder with pleluare. The interior of the 
home wnB fitted up underlhe direction of Mr. Semnel Wjatt, of 
the Albion Mills. On the left of the haU« whi<^ is a4 ^«et square, 

is a library, 38 feet, by 34, which contains about 4,000 volumes. 
Theprincipal part of this library was colif^ctpd by the Aston famiJjr, 
duringthc seventeenth cenlurv;hut many valuable modem works 
in various languages, havcbcen added during the last sixty years. 

The library at Tixall has been lately decorated with a splen- 
did paintbg from the shillu] hand of Mr. Birdj of the Rojal 
Academy, Historical Painter to the Prinoen Charlotte of Wales. 
This gendeman went to Dover in the month of April 1814, by 
the command of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in order 
to draw the scene of the embarkation of his Most Christian Ma- 
jesty Louis XVIII. for France. This painting by Mr. Bird is now ia 
the Collection offais Royal Highness; and the counterpart to it, re- 
presenting the landing of the King at Calais, if the one ahoTe-men< 
tinned in the library at Tixall. The painter, who had obtained per- 
mission to sail in the royal yacht, has chosen the moment when 
the Tcsscl ^'oifif^ laid alongside of the pier, the King came upon 
deck to receive the homage of his people previous to his goingon 
shore. In the centre is seated, the King, his couiucnance beaming 
with sensibility and beneyolence ; before him stands a group of 
twelve young ladies, ' of the principal families of Calais, afl 
dressed in white satin, with lilies in thMr hands. One of them 
Ineeling, presents him with a lily, which his majesty, bending 
forward, accepts with complacency. On the king's left hand is 
seated the Duchess of Angoulcrae, in whose features arc displayed 
the various emotions which must have agitated her mind, on thai 
momentous occasion. At her left, stands Talleyrand Perigord, 
the venerable ^-Archbuhop of Rheims, (1) imde to the Ex- 
Bishop of Antun, so celebrated for his political talents. Behind the 

(i) Lately created a CardimJ, and Aichhishopof Puis. 



Digitized by Google 



(95) 

diftirof tkeptineett ippeus the aged Datdiesf of Serent, berladjrin 
waitingf wibo lost her two only sons in the disastrous expedition 
at Quibcron. By her side stands Sir Jolin Bercsford, comman- 
der of the royal yacht. Behind the king arc stationed the Due de 
Duras, his lord in wailing, and the Comte de Blacas. The good 
old Prince of Cond^ leans on the king's chair, and t)efore him is 
placed luafon, die Dac de Bourbon, who hy the attodous asset* 
sinalion of his only son the Dac d'Enghien, is now the last 
o£ his illnstrious race. The left side of the picture is occupied bj 
a group of illustrious personages, who had followed the fori* 
tunes of the royal family of France during their exile ; the Coun- 
tesses of Choiseul and Damas, the Dukes of Gramont and Havre, 
the Vicomte d'Agoult> the Marquis d'Avaray, etc. Behind these 
ere^Men the Eaurl of Buckinghamshire and Lord Cawdor. 
the ri|^l9 near the group of French ladies meptioiwd above, 
are the Mayor of Calais, the Prefect of the Department, Lord 
Sidmonth, and the Ofliccrs belonging to the yacht. Above, in the 
center of the picture, a crew oi French sailors in the rigging, for- 
getful of the danger of their situation, bend over with eager- 
ness to behold their sovereign, and appear to hang in ur. 
Thepier of Calais finmsthe'lMck ground, where crowds of Fkench 
naiitres are seen, some waving hats and handkerchieft> others 
with flags> on which are inscribed '* Vive Lows XVIII. vivont 
les Bourbons all making cxtaiic gestures, and appearing 
frantic with joy. Among these is placed the owner of the pic- 
ture, who had the happiness of beholding this interesting scene, 
andean bear testimony to the fidelity of the representation, 

On the right of the hall is a dining-room, 56 fleet by 34* end 
like the hall and library, 16 ftet 6 ii|ches high. In this room, 
there is a family picture of imcommon size, which contains ele- 
ven figures as large as life, and represents Walter, the fourth 
Lord Astooj with the Lady Mary toward, his wife, their chil- 
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dren and atiendants. There is uisu u lull leugih portrait of Tho- 
mas^ Dake of Norfolk, in hit parliamentuy rohet, .with the 
Bail Manhal's staff in his hand. These two pieces were painted 
bj Peter Van Bleedi, a Dutchman, ** who came into England," 

saysWalpole, ** in 172", and died in 1764. He was reck<»ieda 
good painter of portraits." These paintings jtistify the character 
which Lord Orford has given him. Corresponding with the por- 
trait of the Duke of Norfolk, is one of Catherine Gage, daughter of 
Sir Thomas Gage, Bart, and second wife of the third Lord Aston. 
Above the doors, are two heads, one by Vandyck, the other by 
Com. Janssen. Besides these, are two larg» historical paintings by 
CasaH ; one <^ which represents the assassinaiion of King Ed* 
ward the Martyr, at the gate of Corfe>castle : the subject of the 
the other is a stoiy told in Baker's Chronicle, of Gunhilda, Em- 
press of Germany, and daufjliler of Canute the Great. This 
last piece obtained the prize offered in 1760, by the society for 
the encouragnieut of arts, for the best historical painting. The 
two were purchased by Alderman Beckford, for i ,000 guineas, 
and decorated his residence at Fonthill, till within these fisw 
years, when the pictnres and fiunitnre of that princely mansion 
were sold by auction. 

Over these three rooms on the ground floor, are two excellent 
bed-chambers, and dressing-rooms, and in the center a pleasant 
drawing-room, in which is a valuable portrait, by Holbein, of 
Cromwell, Earl ol Essex, the friend and patron of Sir R. Sadler, of 
which an engraving is prefixed to die first toluau<tf^6l«ie Pispen. 
The center window opens into a spacious balcony, supported hy 
theponico, wludi commandsan eztensif eanddeli^t^ prospect 
of Ae surrounding scenery. The whole of the new house b well 
connected with the old quadrangle, and there are some other 
good looms in it, besides a neat, luminous, modern cliapel. In 
the gallery, which c onnects the old and new part of the house to- 
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^ther, there are many family portraits and other paintings. 

Among thrm is a portrait of Mary Qunon of Scots, once the pro- 
perty of Sir Ralph Sadler, and probably procured by him, while 
she was tinder his custody in Tutbury-castle. 

The psititrr's skill what words can duly praise? 
WliMe arlprescals lo oar enraptured gaxe. 
The vvrj feature*, Ga««iaent«, aod he** 
Wlikh with fresh tnnaport Vre dcK^ to tn«e. 
Hail art divine ! to thee Affection owes 
Th« sweetest sympathies which life b«stowtt 
n^bbMin iamiprtalitjr can give ; 
Ifc%etpcMnweo]oaiib8ilinicv« - 

Consigned bj thee to every fiilure igtf 
The hero^ beauty, patriot, and sage. 
Trinmpbant «*8r the grave thy powvr nUnAh 
AadenmomlinetotfneaNiMHMckikb. A.C. : 



The view fip<MU the portico at TixaJl is one of the most pleasing 
in the eoansy* It u whht die peinters properlj term, a ^ole } 
a finre-gronndy a jiiiiddle, and a distance." (i) The fore-gromid 
is one continued laim d die |nest vard«re, gendj skfung from 

the house to the hanks of the canal : which here appears like a 
noble river meandering through the valley. On the right, the 
prospect is almost wholly intercepted by the venerable gatehouse : 
the eastern end of which is completely covered with a mandc of the 
most luxuriant ivy. The deep, and glossy green of its foliage, flou> 
xishing in he^ili and vigour^ forms a striking contrast to the pale 
grej, time-iTOfn, and weadier-beaten colonr of the Imildtogi 



(i) Gasin, ObiMT. on Fomt Samuj," Vu%. 3; du 5. 
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while its ■wandering ramifu ations seem eager to twine their grace- 
ful tendrils round the mossy pinnacles of the towers. Behind 
the gatehooM ii a plautftlkm* inimded as a tcnes to hide the 
panbnage-hoiise firom thecgre: whidi object is eActnalljrob* 
taiiied« althongli it does not entirdy conceal the neat little spire 
of the village church ; which glittering among the trees, has a 
pleasing eficct. On the left of the house, arc some large um- 
brageous trees, stretching their " extravagaui arms" towards the 
eastern approach ; beyond which, is seen the village of Great 
Haywood, embosomed in trees, and the rising grounds above it, 
pleasandy variegated with com fi«lds, and pastures^ hedge-rows, 
GOttagot, and fitrms. Descending from these hei^ts^ the ejra 
reposes with pleasnre on the glassy surface of the canal, which> 
in this part, sweeps into a broad expanse of water, resembling 
a lalie. Its further bauk is enriched, and decorated, by ihebloom- 
ing groves, and architectural ornaments of Shugborough, the scat 
of Lord Ansou : beyond which, the eye is carried down the " long- 
withdrawiug vale," hounded by the lofiy-s welling hills, and 
talked woods of Oahedge, and bj the bold, protnbeMnt masses of 
Wolsel^ Paih j whose sides are scattered over with aged oaksj. 
and their summits crowned with hardy pine. Exacdy in firont 
of the house, is the triumphal ardh, dedicated to the memory of 
the first Lord Anson. It stands on a verdant knoll, backed by a 
considerable breadth of brown and purple heath. On one side 
of it, arc the oaks of Haywood Park, and the cultivated grounds 
of Shugborough farm, stretching up the hills j on the other, is 
an extensive wood of beech . oveihanging the river Sow, through 
which is the western approach to Shugborough house. The whole 
of the smiling landsLape below, is channingly contrasted, and ter- 
minated both beyond, and above the wood, by the brown heathy 
disiaaces of GuuiocL Chace, whose clevaied ridges, suiimonnted 
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byirregplar damps of firs, high-waviag in th« bUst, mingle tl&e 
wild horizon with the Ay, 

Nor b this various scenery destitute of life and animation. 
The moving groups of cattle, horses, and sheep, slowly wandering 
over the pastures j the partridge, hare, and pheasant, tluiinr^ across 
the dusky iawu i ibe miik-whitc swan, sailiu^ majesucaliy on the 
bosom of the omal ; the long, heavy barge, v^ith its towing horse, 
and atlendMit drirer, seen gliding through the trees; all oon^ 
spvra in their tnm, to giye life, varifltjr, and interest to the soft 
and tranquil scene. 

There is something, uncommonly gratifying, both to the eye 
and the imagination, in the mingled assemblage of buildings at 
Tixall, with their various architecture^ ancient and modern^ Go- 
thic and Grecian, and in the strikingly contmsted-appearance of 
an elegant modem manaion, ckMely adjoining to an ivy-mantled 
min. All diat remains of the ancient seatof the AsKtns is this 
min, and dm gatehouse, which are near each other, and only a 
few paces to the west of the present mansion. 

The gatehouse was built hySir Walter Aston, (i) about the year 
i58o, just at the period, when the architecture of Greece and 
Rome, had begun to be fashionable in England. Our ancestors, 
with that love of no?dly which is common to every age, seem 
•to have been eager to disfigure ibeir old baronial mansions, of 
wbich perhaps they were ashamad, by tacXing to them porches, 
columnsj and other incongruous decorations in the new taste. 
SirWalter Aston, however, didnotalier the noble residence which 
his father had budt j but he eclipsed, or (to use the expression 
of Erdcswick) ^^ce^/ it, by erecting the gatehouse immediately 
in firout^ with a wall, reaching from each end of it, to the two 



(i) Oraudiiither of (be iiriend and patron of Drayton. 
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corners of the old hooM ; ^ns fomung aii inclosed oourt be* . 
tweeB the gateboose and thcanaaiioii. (t) 

The gatehooae kas three stories, and had a flat reef, covexed 
with lead, protected on eadi side by an open balustrade. Ai eadi 
of the four comers, is an octagon tower, en<ling in a dome of aa 
elegant form, tapering to a point, and surmounted by a gilt vane. 
The point of the tower is about sixly feet from the ground. The 
main building is fifty feet long, and twenty^live broad : die inierior 
^Kameier of th^ towefs is eigbt feet. Tlie centra of the bdkUng, 
on the ground floor, was an open archway, through which caiv 
riages passed to the great hall door ; and on either side were lodges 
Ibr the poners. The two upper stories were divided into apart- 
ments for servants^ to which access was obtained by a stone stair- 
case in one of t!ip towers. The windows are large in the old fa- 
shion ; and on each side of eveiy window, is a coupled column ; 
on the groand floor of die Doric order, supporting a Doric fnese-; 
OB the sec<md sioiyj of the Ionic, and on the diird, of the Co- 
rinthian. 

The old mansion, now a ruin, was built by Sir Eldwavd Aston, 
in i555, abonl fifty ycnrs after the Tixall estate had come to his 
family — " This is plain," says Mr. Loxdalc, (a) " from the fol- 
lowing words cut extremely well in the lower part of a stool of 
one of die windows, and stiU very fre$b. WiUkan Votei matk 
tMsAoMseMDLK'* The remains show it tphaTe been boiU in 
the elegant style of Gothic avdiiiecturB which prevailed in the 
reign of Henry VII. These reasains art principally the south bow 



r 0 \ vi( w of it ie iu compleU: «ute maybe seen in Piola ** Eistoiy of 

StalloKJ-sliiio." 

(a) Paroch. Aatiq. of Staff. peoM March, de Buckiagbam. 
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wiadow of the great druwiug-room, richly decorated on the Otti* 
side, will wtm»t lotengea, (i) lAd other Gothic oniaiiMiiii. 

nwiBMfiMl dacontioa of tbii drawing room Wfwy abigo- 
fer :< the lower part of the walla bmg wtinscotted> whiJa the 
iqpper part exhibited the naked stone, tastefully adornc^d with 
aculptured panels, with the heraldic shields of the founders, and 
the initial letters of ihcir names, all of stone, and rising in low 
relief from the sides of the room. Here in particular, arc the 
arms of Sir Edward Aston, impaling those of Bolles, with the 
vuMoLautDeo: and oppoaite*- 13» Aston arma impaling Sad> 
kr ; which mmt have been added more than fifty years after the 
former. The east window is a kind of oriel, and the deling is 
elegantly ornamented with various emblematic devices, and the 
heraldic coats of four of the principal families, to whom the- 
Astons were allied ; viz. Montlurl, Frcville, Byron, and Walsh. 
In the centre, is a BufTalo's headi on a wreath, which was the an- 
cient iamily crest j and in odMr iiitentic««» aro • rapresented 
barrels, or toruf which, from the orcnmstanea of their being 
placed in the east window, were probably meant as an allusion 
to the derivation of the family name: Aston, or EstoOj from 
East-town. All these embeHishmpju? aro IxMutifiiUy executed. 

The walls of two smaller ruoins arc lilicwiic still standing, hut 
they have now no roof but tbe thick branches of the ivy, and uu 
floor but its faHcp leaves. ]!lodtiiig taBb«moradelight£al» than to 
contemplate in the different seasons of the year, or at different 
times of the day, the mingled affects of and shade among 
these dilapidated, ivied walls. But above all, on a clear, moon- 
light uifjlit, when all around is still j and when the recollections 
and cmo^oQs, which such a scene is calculated to exdte,''are 



(i) Otto of the aftaoiial htariags oi Aston. 
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awakened^ and exalted by the solemn, congenial serenity of the 
nociamal heaveDS->it is then that fancy and feeling ^riU exert 
their influence; ea4 teke.foll poesesnmi of the mind and heart. 

Sudi emotions, such feooUecii<uis, I haTe endearoored to ez« 
pROM in the following poem^ ^ ' 

A 

MDNIGHT MEDITATION 
RUINS AT TIXALL. 



How iweady on Ifaat flMnddenng tower. 

How fwcelly on that ivy-bower. 
Whose branches tlirough the ruins croop 
The melancholy moon-beams sleep ! ' 
Bright Queen of Heaven I thj lolema li£;ht 
SclUj- tooths fliy wakefid n^X, 
To nOder foelingt tones my broaat. 
And klb oiy thrdMNnf hoart to raft. 

mal deep-lidt ciham these WaUi disdoiel 
Vn^le all afooad in dead repose. 

On earth, in air, unheard, unseen. 
To contemplation leave the scene. 
So still the aii^-4he bakny bceeae 
Scarce whispers dnwogh these aged trees { 

So smooth yoti limpid lake — it shows 
Each st.ir that in the blue vault glows. 
A sacred cahn pervades the whole, 
A soft enchantment rules my souL 
What nugic spell enchsios aoj feet? 
Why seem these nddnight scenes to sweet I . 
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Te vSuoM of anjF iafint jMcs ! 

llMnigli diafy teen through sorrow's tun, 

Tis your entrancing thought suj|y^iM 

The long-lost images that rise, 

Which fix my lingering steps, aad still 

A ndly-pIeMiag joy iniUI. 

"Twas here — aUs ! a weary roaod 

Through rugged, rough, and thorny gRnmdy 

My way-worn pilgrim feet have trod, 

SiOCe fiist they presl this mossy sod — 

Tirai keM — a playful prattling child. 

When life ind Nature round me Mulled, 

With loved oompenioDi — ^now no mon I 

The frolic group one mother bora~ 

From mom to eve, in rival toil. 

With fiegrantflowen we dedkt the aoili 

Or figBj GMdee faiiod anmaA, 

Till dl appeared like fairy ground. 

And sore, we simply thought the while 

The old majestic Gothic pile. 

Compared with ours, was babies' plejr, 

TIm wnrk ud kbonr of a dif . 

The good old ami prolonged tho diMt, 

And dear mamma, with kisses sweet. 

And fond impartial smiles surveyed 

The efforts of each tiny spade. 

When Hope ■Dnld, orFincy led, 

EigarinhMnpaMytwofled; • 

And was the promised pleasure crost. 

Straight in new joys the grief was loit^ 

So flew Uie laughing hours away, 

So lose and let each blissiol day. 

Hmmi^ Taniihad as tfiay MTar liad.beeiir> 

Tilt Mtwt both, and flowe^acene. 
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To Md remembrance ever dear, 
They claim « ligb, • tmUt Imt. 

U tub ' —bark ! — iirom yon sepolchral iton* 
Methoni^t I head a boBow groan- 
It chilla Bay Mood— ao deep it came — 
What hoinon aein mj abvdderiog firum I 

Hark — once again — 'tis idle fear— 
The place aud hour such fancies rear. 
It ma Aa cml wAm the bower. 
The looelytenant <^ die tower, 
Molobtfcl iu liis dark retreat— 
Perhapa the cchoea of mj feet 

How vain are all the schemes of man 1 
How frail his wisest, hest-iaid plan I 
Not man alone — Lis works decay — 
Uis towers aud temples — pasA away. 
Behold those mou- grown ivied walla, 
Throagh which (he ghnaeiiag nMNmUght ftlb » 
Where screeching o\s]s, aud birdaebaceM|| 
And crawling vcrmia cn rp between — 
These once witli f^orgcous hangings drest. 
The blazoned shiclci and towering crest i 
Where 

And patriota fipom the caamt frbwaed. 

Or beauteous dames alternate smiled, 
For whom those heroes fought and cbiled— 
See — o'er their tops the wild ash grows, 
Aud each rank weed luxuriant blows. 
The awallow wadiatmibed hath bung 
Bet neat on nofa which cnt hevefeiuig 
With aound of harp and mioatrehj. 
Of pagenilay poai^ wad cevehy. 
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Whenal llip luRh-lmrn Luly's call, 
The fieast and dance m bauaered hall. 
At wiotMi^ciuii^g fnhovao dose 
To ancient warlike miuie bus. 
No more the mirtb-iiispir in |£ fppy 
Echoes the lofty hall along ; 
JNo more to sprigbtlj nott s of pleasure 
Swims fhe light dani^ ia ^acetkl TO^aaurc 

' The leitd spot eta N«mJ>oJfmqid, 
While shattered «rcb«»«limr«d«mMd, 

And broken columns pSed on high. 

Confused with crumbling turrets V«* 

Ol sportive crowds tiie gay resort 

It BOW • lonelj ^nflS-^ronn court, 

yVhmn, oa mdi fids, die limMlinf 1^ ^ 
Tottiring threats a fimlAU. 

The founders' deeply graven name. 
Which fondly hoped a lasting Cmc 
In love-knoU carted on mauy a sLooc, 
With aoaoof planJU jt orergrovw ; 
The curioua ej9 can luurdlj tiace 
Ita proudly once diytio^giibad pTi rg. 
Perchance, where yonder casement gleami, 
Just chequered by (be mnmi's piAe beam, 
A* waving tbroogb the lattice, twine 
Th« noontaiiMwh and ^anliae— 
Some love-sick maul, at nidi anhow. 
Sleepless within the silent tower 
Rapt in lost scenes of past delight. 
Or fancied visions of the night, 
Ganof has ikwd with tearful eye. 
While Love hat hrealhed Ui loAest sigh. 
Hard by this dimal dxeaiy raom. 
When darkoew epreads a deathlike gloom. 
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And ibe foul lurkiog adder breeds 

MiditKiilptiiied fragneats cfioaked wtdi weedi 

Whew Milttiid« aad nbBoerdgD, 

And dflfolatlon leadt her train : 

Here, on this dampencumbered flooTy 

Once stood the hospitable Door, 

To tvnl and pining mi&erj dear. 

And loved Itjr all the ocNintay near; 

When, as tocccssive ages rollej, 

The steel-clad knif^hl, c r iKirtm LolJ^ 

In arms, and wcU-fuught GclJs grown gray^ 

Here calmly closed life's parting daj. 

For heroee here their eyes ham doeed, 

Akd atateiflMii firom their toUs repoaed % 

And sages, won by Nature's charms, 

Have wooed her to their longing arms ; 

And poets here have struck the lyre. 

And eanght die aonl-iolfaunia^ fire, 

Whichy a* it IhnDed their nervee along. 

And woVc the hidden powers of ion|^ 

To distant times again addrest, ' 

Shall raise the mind, and warm the breast. - 

Now sinks the fading otb of nig^t } 
The stars ivitlulraw their twinkling iif^t j 
And seem in 1* aucy s ear to sajr. 
We too areftted to dec^. 

O thou ! Almighty Power Supreme I 
Whose buunly gives this nightly beam } 
"Who poareit on the wmderiag aool 
Thia daadiag Maae firom pole to pole $ ^ 
Tliough hid from my imploring eye. 
Thy woika declare thee ever 
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O teacK me dearly to conceife^ 

O teach tap firmlv to believe, *• 

That from this wreck of mortal thiii||s, 

To which our mdm so fondly clings^ 

That firom tim daik beivild«Md ateto, 

^nbuii^ed in the maxe of fate^ 

A fiklipmonious Scene shall rite— 

Wljcn, opened to our anxious eyes, 

Cleared from all mist of doubt and fear^ 

Tliy perfect Jfostice shall appear. 

Gnido a* thnm^ Life's per^exiiig wtj. 

Cheer me with H<^'i auspicious nj: 

May simple joys my cares he<^iiile. 

May love and friendship uu me smile; 

Till my rapt soul from earth set firee, 

ShdlMdieleniilmtiaTlMe! A.G. 
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(A) 

Tan Earl Bogor, to yihom a part of Tizall was given bj the 
Conqueror, was Roger de Monte Gomerico, or De Montgomery, 
in Normandy. He was descendod from Weva, sister to Guunora, 
Duchess of ^urmandy, and great grandmother to the Conqueror. 
Being one of the greatest men in that duchy, he accompanied 
liis Mnsman, Ih^e William^ into England, tod bd ihp main 
. Body of his amy at the memorable, battle o£ Uaumgs, which se- 
cured to that Tictorioas hero the throne of this realm . In zecom- 
pense of his services, he was created Earl of Chichester and 
Arundel, and afterwards Earl of Shrewsbury. To these titles and 
honours were added vast possessions and estates ; in Wiltshire 
.5 lordships, Surrey 4> Hants 9, Middl. 8, Cambr. 11, Ilei is :2, 
Clone* I, Wore, a, Warw. it, Staff. So, Sussex 67 ; in all, i58 
manors or lordabips^ besides the eity of Chicbesier, and cjty of 
Shrewsbury, where he .bnilt a easde, and almostihe whole of ■, 
Shropshire. 

He afterwards ol)tainrd from the Conqueror, together with 
Rob, Fitz-Hamon, and some other kni|,'hts, a grant uf whalovor 
tlicy could obtain by force of arms Iruin llie Welsh. Lpuu 
which, he entered the province of Powisland in WaleSj and won 
the castle and town of BMdwin $ fortified it, and aUled it Bloitt- 
gomnry after his own name, w^ichit has retained to tbu ^j. 
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In iliis cxpedhion, he also took possession of Cardigan, and did 
homage for it to the kiug. — (Dugd. Bar. vol. i . p. 36.) 

Earl Roger was twice married j first, to lfa]>d, daughter and * 
heiress ol William Talyace de Bdesme/ a great If mrman Iwron, 
with whom be had 4 large inheritance at Belennei and eUe- 
where ia IConnand^. 'She brought bim fiyo wwu ai|d touv 
daughters : 

1. Robert de Belesme, who sapceeded bis fiitber ia Hw* 

mandy. 

2. Hugo dc Montgomery, who was heir to his English estates* 
5. Roger of Poitoa» Eari of Lancaster. 

4. Philip, who applied to literatwv^ and became a priest. 
-5. Anmlpb^wbo having 00 ioheritance,l»etoo]ihinuelf 10 feats 

of arms, and conquered Pembrokeshire, where he built and for> 
tified the cnstlc orPcmbroke, of which place he wasmAdee^bjf 

William ihc CunquciXir, 
Of his daughters : 
I. Emnaa, became an abbess. 

3. Maud, was toarried 10 Robert, Ear! of Horemi, balf hton 
ther to the Conqueror. 

5. Mabel, to Hugh, dc Novo Castello. 

4. Sibil, to Rob. Fitz-Hamon, liocdof CQrbetl,inNoraiaiidj. 

— (Dug. ibid. p. :?7.) 

The second wife of Earl Roger, was Adelina de Pasaie ; by 
whom he had one son, Lbrard, who become a priest, and was 
domestic chaplain to Henrf I* 

** On the first voyage' of this ladjr, his seeood wife* out ol 
Normandy into England, there happened so great a storm at set, 
that nothing but shipwreck was expected by the mariners ; a cer- 
tain priest, who was her chaplain, being much wearied with 
long watching, fell very fast asleep ; when there appeared to him 
a comely matron, who said thus : — ' If your lady would bepre^ 
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served from die danger of this dreadful ternpesi, let her vow to 
God, that she will build a church to the honour of" St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, in the place wliere she shall litst meet the earl her hus- 
baud, in England, and especially^ where a hoUow oak groweth 
near • hogs ty / "When he awolte, he told all this to bU lady, wha 
•ooa made her tow according! j ; whereupon the tempest ceased, 
and she, with her attendants, came safe to shore. After a joumej 
of several days towards her husband, she met him hmiting, at a 
place where such an oak then grew ; and relating to him, what 
had happened, moved liiin to fulfil lu r vow. He forthwith as- 
senting, caused a church to be built, and endowed it with ample 
poiieisicas.*-i<Ihid.) 

EarlRogerwasamanofextraordinarjrpietyanddevodon; and 
founded and endowed several religious houses both in England 
and ?}ormandy. Some time before his death, bidding adieu to 
all worldly honours and distinctions, this fjreat and powerful 
baron retired into the abbey of Shrewsbury, which he himself 
had founded ; where, being shorn a monk, and putting on the 
habit of the severe <wdflr of Chun, ha ^ent the remainder of 
his days in the xigorons and humiliating practices of mooastie 
dew»6(Mi; and died there in sentinients of ler?cnt piety in tho 
year 1094. 

" The character, which Order. Viialis gives ofEnrl Roger, 
is, that he was a very prudent and moderate man ; a ^ve.nl lover 
of equity, and of discreet and modest persons : and that he had 
tliree clergymen about him, by whose counsels he was always 
prosperously guided. He gave the governorship of Shrewsbury 
to WarinetheBald, who had married bis mece ;a man of small 
Statnre> but great spirit { by whose valour, and skilful conduct, 
he kept the Welsh in awe, and that whole province in peace. 
Besides his two sons, Robert and Roger, who took a share m all 
his enterprises, he bad several persons imder him oi known wis- 
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dom and coura{»(» ; by whom being frcoly assisted, was as glo- 
rious amoiif,' thr" £Tr(-;Ufsi nobles, as any of ihcm all. " — (Ibid.) 

Hugh do Montgomery, second son of Earl Roger, "was pro- 
bably the Hugo menlioned in Domosday-book, as holding a part 
of Tbwir, under Rob. d« SiaifSord. Having engaged in con- 
spiring, with Rob. de Mowbraj, and others, in the nnrder of 
W. Rnftti ; he was discovered, and obliged to pay 3,ooo/. to ob- 
tani his pardon. He afterwards marched into\V«lee» where he 
exercised the most snvage and horrible cruellies upon tbe inha- 
bitants : but being called to the sea-coast, to prevent the descent 
,ol" the Norwegians, under their king Magnus, he was slain by au 
arrow from one of their vessels. Giraldns Cambr. in bis " Des<- 
cripdonof Anglesey, " gives the following extiaordinarjr acconnt 
of his death ; ■* There is, in this isle, a church<of St. Tenredancn* 
.the Confessor ; in which, Earl Hugh (after he had subjugated these 
pans of 1/Vales) having kenneled his dogs all night, found them 
everyone mad next morning;: atul lie himself died a miserable 
death, within a month fifter. I'or liearing that certain pirates were 
come to the haven of this island, he hastened to oppose tlu ii land- 
ing : when tbe principal commander of them, called Magnus, 
Standing at the fore-end of the boat, iwith a bow in bis hand, let 
flie an arrow at oqt earl, then armed Gap-a<-pee, so that no en* 
trance could be made, except through his helmet, at the sights 
of his eyes : but so fatally was that arrow directed, that it passed 
through his head-piece upon bis right eje,andptercing his brain, 

caused him to fall headlong into the sea." 

His dead body was carried to the abbey of Shrewsbury, and 
there buried in the cluystcrs- with great lamentations. 

His lands devolved to his elder brother, Rob. deBelesme; who, 
on paying a fine of S,ooo/.* to tbe lung, was put in possession, of 
bis inheritance, and made Earl of Amndel and Shrewsboiy. 

Rob. de Belesme had been ginwith tbe sword of hnighthgod. 
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hy William the Owqueror, for his braver/ la Normandjr^ and 
grew into sudk esteem wih diat great monarchy that he eonferced 
nnich honor upon him $ so that be excelled most of ibe nobilitjr of 
Normandy in glorjr^ haviiig veiy gveat possessions there, and 
many strong castles. Nevertheless, no sonner was the ('onque- 
lordead, bal his turbulent auJ restless dispusiiion brgau to show 
itself. He joined the parly of Robert Curlhose, against William 
Rufus, and Henry I. and never ceased, for fifteen years, to do 
ihmk the mischief be eoold* diMuribbi g them on every occasion, 
«nd eedueing dihevs to do the like. The character given of him 
is most odious. He is said to have been a very subtle, crafty,' 
end deceitful man ; big of body, strong, and bold ; powerful in 
arms, and eloquent ; but exceedingly cruel, covetous, and li- 
bidinous. A person of great insight in serious affairs, and un- 
wearied in his managing ot worldly busiuej>s i likewise a most in- 
gevioas efcUlectj buil^iiiflictingof tonnents e most jneioiaUe 
batcher i no firioDd etell to die cfanrcfa, bnt a vileand wretched op» 
I»res«or. Fdr bb wiekedneas, be was eacowmmwicated, and all bif 
lands interdicted ; so th^tno burial couldbe had therein : yetwae 
he nothing reformed by any of these means. In brief^ diere can be 
no higher expressions of the most barbarous and cruel tyrant that 
ever was, than of him • his severity boinj,' exercised not only to 
Strangers, but even to friends and familiars ; glorying, and 
makii^ bis boestamong his parasites, <tf bb viq^eitlieied inbo* 
nanities." 

Having broben into open rebellion against Henry L be lord- 

fied all his castles in England, and began tabnild a new one in 
Wales, where it is said he introduced a famous race of Spanish 
horses. However the king soon got the better of him, and reduced 
him to such a desperate condition, that he w as obliged to implore 
bis clemency. Acknowledging bis crime of treason, he oflered 
^ UsglhebeTSoldMtowitof Sbrewsbiu-y ; which he graciously 
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accepted, 8n£foriiig bim to hare saft oondnci ydCk hone and 
arms to the sea coast : but stripped him of all his honours, and 
seized on the possessions of those who had adhered to him iu his 
rebellion. His banishment f^.ivc the most general joy to the 
whole kingdom, thai they were thus rid of so great a tyrant, and 
such a savage oppressor : lor he was so stupendously cruel> that 
lieradier cho«e to inflict mif arable tonnenta on poor captiTea» 
dian receive evena great sum Ibrdidr rademptien. 

Being banished from En^and, there was little respect shown 
to him in Normandy, scarce any one thcrt; abiding him ; yet hia 
wealth, which he liad treasured up iu thirty-four strong castles^ 
formerly built lor his rcbrllious purposes, supported him suf- 
ficiently : of which, though besides ihi^, he did solely possess all 
biaiathei's great inheritance in thoie parts, yet aodi wai hisin- 
hmnamtythe would afford his brothers no shaw at all ; notwitb* 
standing their dbunesses arose entirely from bis miscondnct. His 
brothers having forsaken him, hcdar4t not confide inanyone; and 
having been so terrible to others, could not trust those of his 
own party : yet such was his proncncss to evil, that be forbore 
not to lay hold on any occasion to act mischief. He now attacked 
Robert CnrthoMj ivhom he had formerly supported, and cem- 
pletely routed bim ; irith whidi soccess fae was so dated, diat 
scorning the dalM> he aimed a( no less ■ than* the subjugating all 
Iformandy to hisowtt power, and in effiMBt accomplished it : for 
the people having no head to flee to, were necessitated to submit 
to him. Duke Robert was obliged to make peace with him ; 
but his brother King Henry, coming over from England with a 
powerM^nB/, ollttinod-an'abstrfalo victory, and n»okhiili pri^ 
sonar: wlienconsideringtbatnoiirvonrconM win turn,' nor oaik 
or prOinise bind hhn, hesamaSoned him before a court of |iistiQe« 
by judgment of which he was committed to close imprisonment; 
and being brought over to England, lingered out the wretched 
remuaul of his da^s ina prisonatWarebam, in Dorsetshire. 
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Hcnff deHantendon, one of our ancieat hittorians, inrthtt 
- excellent epistle of his *' De i ontemptu mundi," written to a 
friend in the reign of Henry II. has given the following accouut of 
Rob. de Belesme : — " Thou hast seen Rob. de Belesmc, a prince 
in Normand/ cast into prison. He itma Pluto, Megera, Cerberus, 
or iiliatmr-fllsecaiikett^nMaddiMis inoMhonU Hewonld 
aotpennh poor capttros to be redeaap e d, botamrthflr ,tlieiii; 
ttid-inwliarprotence of playing with his own little godson, ho thnut 
oat his eyes with his thumbs. He used to thrust sharp stakes 
through the bodies of men and women, and the greatest slaugh- 
ter of people was his chief delight : so that it was commonly said 
of him as in a proverb, ' Tli« wonders of Rob. de Belesme.' But 
let us eome to hit end, a diing most desirable : he who had 
fo tonnved others with ioipriaoniiiant, was himself cast into pci- 
iOD, and there long tormented till his deadk j wrbifih he so much 
endeavoured to efTeci by hunger, that it was scarce discemablo 
whether he were living or dead ; and being ^^hlesf, could not 
express the sense he had of death." 

This once mighty earl married Agnes, daughter of Guy, Earl 
ofPonthieiit whom he used mostbariMronsly, keeping her alo^g 
ttoae piisoner in bis castle at Belesme $ till by means' of a ser- 
yvat, she made her escape^ and fled to the Cowstess of Gham^s, 
never returning to her cruel husband. 

Roger, third son of the Earl of Montgomery, sumanicd of Poi- 
tou, because he married a lady of that country, had nothing at 
all of his father's inheritance, but being a military man, was ad- 
vanced to the title ofaneail, and fived for a time in great wealth 
and power: having the earidom of Lancaster, and all part 
LancasMre vvhioh lies between iheJRibble and the iUeno^; with 
ohetr great possessions, in ihai^ and other €oanties« <^ the 
Conqueror's gift. 
Indeed, the wonderful extent of territory granted by King 
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William (o this family^ almost exceeds belief. For besides the vast 
estates, already cnnmcrated, which were given to ihc EarlonVfont- 
gomcry, his third son Roger, had, besides the lands in Lancashire, 
just mentioned, as much more in that county, as made up the 
munber of M manors j abo; in YoHtsh. 76, Esaes 5, Saff. 59, 
Notts 11, Deib. 7, Norf. lo^ and 44 laacolnahiKB, 

But tbej were all in a few years brought to cnliffeninit and hi 
England ntterly extirpated ! For the outrageous and atrocious 
misconduct of Rob. dc Delesnie so heightened King Henry's dis- 
pleasure and anger against liiin, tliat he could not endure any of 
his relations ; but cauiied his brothers, Roger de Poitouj and Ar- 
nnlpb, who were both wealthy earls, 10 be dnwm. out of thokmg- 
dom i and Ae wh<ri6 familj became so odions to him, that be 
e?en took away the lands, which thnr frther Roger de Bfont- 
gpmery had bestowed on the convent of which their sister Enuna 
was abbess, and gave them lo otte of his foldiers ! 1 — {Dn^d. Bar. 
vol. I . p. a8, 39, 3o*) 
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(B) STAFFORD, 

Tbe oUier proprietor of Tbnll, mentioiMd im IHttieidiy- 
ImmA, wm BobmdB Stadbvdi orSiaiM; so cdlod fitom hit 
aisndence at Staiibf4«Mtl«. . His original nalne was Rob. dt 
Toeni ; and he was son of Roger do Toeni, $tandard<bearer of 
Normandy : who was descended from Malahulcius, uncle to the 
famous Rollo, Duke of Normandy, and progenitor of William 
the Conqueror.— (Dug. ib. p. i56.) 

At the time of die general nunrejr. Roll, de Stafford Wat poa* 
aened of two lordships in Snff. Wore, t, Nonhm^t. i» lime, 
ao, Warw. a6, Staff. 8i, in all i5o. 

He had a brother, called Nigel, \fho possessed Drakelow, 
and eleven lordships in Derbyshire. Sir iV/g'g/ Gresl^, Us des- 
cendant^ is in possession ofDrakelow^ at this day. 

Rob. du Siail'ord's grandson, of the same name, had a son, 
who died tfidiout issue; and a daughter, called BffiHsent, vrho 
washeinss to Ins honooia and estates, and married (iig4) Henraj 
Bagot, a gentleman of an ancient fiunify : urbo, onpajingefine 
of 5oo marls to the king, had livery of the barony of Siafibrd, 
and bore the title of Lord SlafTord. (i) 

Eldmund de Stailord, liis descendant, was summoned 10 par- 
liament among the barons of England^ by Edward 1. 

Ralph, his son and heir, was one of the foondeis of the Most 



(i) Thvf were pot to sadi • tlrm^t to ruM thk fioe, that lb«y were 
eUifid to idl the lordAip ef DnTton, to thecaaom of Sl» Thonns, am 
Staflfaid* 
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Nobl^ Order of the Garter. ^ecQHHBttaM in the van of th« 
armj, at the ever glorious battle of GreMjr ; Bud was raited bj 
Edward HI. to the dignitjr of Eari of Stafford. He gave a piece 

of land, near the bridge at Siaflbrd, to found a chnrch-and con- 
vent' of Austin Friars: which continued till the great dissolu- 
tion of monasteries, by Hen. VIII. at which time, the splendid 
tombs, and other mouumebts of ihu> illusinous family were bro> 
ben and destrojed. 

Ednwmd, Eari Stafford, bis giandsoo, who was slain, iridi 
Hotspur, at the battle of Shrewsbniy, i4<^« formed a- most it* 
lustrious alliance for his family : bating married Anne, daughter 
ol Thomas of WoodstocV, youngest son of Edw. III. which lady 
was also, finally, sole heir of her mother Eleanor, daughter and 
coheir of Humphrey de Bohun, the great £arl of Hereford ; and 
accordingly, aftorheraaotlMi'lsdeadb, sbeobiauied bar sbwe of 
that Test iidieritance.' 

Homphrej, Earl of Stafibrd, their son, was created Dnbe of 
Bncbingham, by Heury VI. and had precedence of all the peers 
of the realm, after the blood royal. He was killed at the batde of 
Norihamptoaashis son had been, iiyeyears before, at the battle of 
St. Albans. 

Henry, Duke of Bw^cmgham, his grandson, was the fitToa- 
rite ofHidiardlll. bnientering into rd>ellionagaiiisthim, bewas 
tden andbdieoded^ in Ae first jear of bis reign, (i) 

Off with hit head— 50 much for Bnckinghaml 

The family of Sufford, which had thus risen to such an exalted 



(i) When Banastcr, his servant, who betrayed him, applied to KiDg 
Richard for the reward of i,ooo/. which had bcco promised to any oae 
who wooM diieom when the daba ma hid, the king refiiMd to 
htaaai^tluogataB, Myiiig> "diathewbocoaUba uatniatOMgooda 
ausler^ wwJd be fiJse te all othew**— (Dngd. from Stow sad HoBi ifili.) 
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pitch of opulence and honour, was now on the hribk of ac» 
tinction and rain. But Edmrd, Dnke ofBockingbam, son <^die 
last Dnke, was restored to all his estktei and honors^ by Ibniy 

VII. in whose service his father had lost his life. At the begin- 
ning of Henry VIII th's reign, he was also in great favour with that 
kinc;, atul was certainly the first subject then in the realm. He 
received the first writ, of all the peers, to Henry's first par- 
liament : audit was addressed to "Our most dearcou^iu, Ldwurd 
Staflbrd." But his own indiscretion, in freipientljr talking <^ his 
right to the throne^ in case of Henry's death j and the malice and 
rerenge of Cardinal Wolsey, whom he had offended, brought him 
to dastnictioii. like his lather, he was betrayed by one of his 
own servants j a steward, or surveyor, whom he had discharged 
for extortion, and other oppressive acts. The cardinal took tiiis 
man into his own service, in order to facilitate the duke's min } 
wad never omitted any opportunity of hinting to the king Strang 
nmises of the duke's unbiihftdness and disaflfoction to his ma-> 
jestf. He first quarrel between the dnke and cardinal, aroe* 
out of ilic famous interview between Francis I. and Henry, in 
France, in the field, called the *' Field of Gold Cloth," where the 
Duke of Buckingham displayed a magnificence little inferior to that 
the two kings ; but afterwards complained very much of the ex- 
travagance of the expence, and laid the blame of the whole upon 
the cardinal. . Soon after, another incident happened* which 
contributed not a little to increase the cardmafs hatred against 
him. The duke, according to his place, holding (he diver bason 
for the king to wash his hands, Henry had no sooner done^ than 
Wolsey dipped his fiiif^ers into the water j but the duke disdain- 
ing to hold the bason lor a man of such mean extraction, though 
then a cardinal^ spilt some of the water in liis shoes, This the 
cardinal highly resented, and said, " He would sit (m his skirts 
forit.*Nfl&tda^ the diike a|>peared a| court widyonl aily ikiMs tQ 
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hit doublet, and being asked the reason bjT the Ling, fepled, it was 
to prevent the cardinal from sitting down upon them. Wolsey 
pursued his machiaaiions against him, and aggravating every re- 
port iu prejudice of the duke to its greatest height, the king at last 
declared, ** That if theduke dea^enred punishme&t tt ehould be in- 
flicied cm him accordingly * He was presently taken into cus- 
tody> and committed to the Tower ; and a hill of hi|^ tieaaon 
being found against him, he was solemnly tried by his peers in 
Weslmluslcr hall. The Duke of Norfolk, who had married his 
daughter, sat as President, and having pronounced sentence of 
death upon tiiui with tears in his eyes ; the unhappy duke replied^ 
** My Lord of JNoifolk, you have sp^ikea as a traitor should he 
sfpokelo, b«tln«?erwas ono^ hotmy lords^ 1 donotrapKoach 
yon fos what yon haje done; nay die etecbal God Sergnt yon 
Diy death, as I do : 111 never sue to die king fdrmy life, though 
he is a gracious prince, and may shew more mtKj than I desire. 
I desire you my lords, and all my fellow-subjects, to pray for 
Bse. "The edge of iheaxebeingthcn turned towards thed uke, he was 
conducted towards the bai^e, in order to be carried badk, to the 
Tower, when Sir Thos. Lovd, desiring him to si on dm cnshkn 
and carpet pmrided for him, hoaaid, ** Mo^ faririimlwaitio 
Wesminaier I was Di^ of Bnduugham, bnti amnow Edwaidfift- 
hnnoidy, them osi caitiflTof the world." It seems he afEectedtliesn^ 
namt! of Bohnn before that of Stafford, being descended from the 
great family (jf the Bohuns, Earls of Hereford. As he was con- 
veyed through the city^ being landed at the Temple, most oi the 
people seeoMd to pity him, while othen cried ont, ** This is the 
tmAi)S a bad life, God fo^gire him, he was a prond prince j 'tis 
pity he bdiaved himself so wndnlifaily to hia liege locd, vdiOM 
God preserve." his supposed ihatifhehadcondcscendcdlopciiliOD 
the king, his life would have been spared; but all the favour thai 
wasshownhim, was a messageiirom thehtng^declanng thathissen* 
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tence\ras mitigated so far, that instead of receiving ibe death of a 
traitor, his head should be cut off; and after his execution, Henry 
eansed a comolatory hner to be writtepi to bis duchess, and to 
his son Lord Stafford, 

His hard fate was mucli lamented both at home and abroad ; 
and when the Emperor Charles V. heard of it, alluding to Wolscy's 
extraction, who was supposed to be the sou of a butcher, ho 
said, " A butcher's dog has worried to death the finest buck in 
England." 

He was the las/, hereditary lord high constable, which dignity 
came to bim from the Eatls of Hereford | and being thus for- 
feited, was never alk^ restored in this kingdom. 

His son, thus eclipsed, and shorn of his beams," bore the 

title of Baron Stafford; and obtained, some years after, a grant 
of the castle and manor of Stafford, with some other of his father's 

lands. 

Tliis Lord Stafford's great grandson, had a son, who died un- 
married, and a daughter, who inherited the honors and estates 
of the frmily. 

She married Sir William Howard, (third son of Thomas, Eaii 

of Arundel, the discoverer of the Arundelian marbles,) who, in 
1646, was created Baron, and afterwards Viscount Stafford : 

and she was made Baroness Stafford in her own right. 

But the misfortunes of this family were not yet complete. la 
1680, Lord Stafford was impeached by tlie House of Commons, 
for being concerned in Oates's plot ; and by a most unjust sen- 
tence, was pronoonced guilty of liigh treason, and brought to the 
scafibld. Hume, in his History of England^ (vol, 8. p. i4o,) has 
given a veiy eloquent and pathetic accotint of his ti'ial and execu- 
tion, to which I refer the reader. The principal evidence against 
him, was thatof Dugdale, who had been steward to Lord Astout 



I 

V 

{ »aa ) 

•ad im dttchavgeii Irom Us senrice for niisooiidiuBt* This maa 
gave testimooy, diat Lord StafToni, when on a visit at Tixall, 
had endeavoured to cii^nrre him ia the design of mardering the 
king J and that ho had also assisted at a great consultation of 
Catholics, hnld at TixalJ, for ihn same purpose. It appears, that 
Xjord AfitoD was, vriih some other Catholic lords, imprisoned iu 
die tower; bat Lord Stafford was selected to be the yicdm of po* 
pdar plitiaisf, and the rage of parQr. 

« This is the last blood," sajs Home, wbich was shed on 
account of die popish plot : an incident^ vrhich for the credit of 
the nation, ir wore better to bury in fftcmal obliviou, but which 
it is necessary to perpetuate, as well to maintain the truth of hls- 
loiy, as to warn, W possible, their posterity, aud all mankind, 
aerer again to fall into so shamciui^ so barbarous a delusion." 

TIm following vonasontbe trial and death of Lord Viscomit 
Staffoid> are selected firom a scarce poetical nuscellanj, entitled 
'* A Collection of Loyal Poems> all of them written upon the 
two late Plots, viz. : The hofrid Salamanca Plot, in 1G78, and 
the present Fanatical Conspiracy, in iB83 ; to which is added. Ad- 
vice totbe Carver, written on the death of iho late LordSudlord. 
With several Poems on their Majesties' Coronation, never be 
Ihm pnMisbed. Collected b/N. T. (Natb. Thonpsoa,) i685.' 
t As these lines were probably written by au eyo-witaess of the 
&fakt, and possess, moreorer, much intrinnc merit, I concaTe 
ibsgrwiO notbe miaccqptable to the reader. 

StdRini'i fKat aane ia oM records did slMp, 

And lay regardless 'inongsl the commMI bMp, 
With dust and rubbish almost covered 0*0*1 
Tbjr setting sun its lailre doe* rettore. 
Wkenem finr Aabaa A/tunhtr ftet, 
And tlow-paccd Truth shall raction** nge dkpliCe, 
It will be laid of thy old Norfolk line, 
* *• Some willi their blood are stained, and olbcrt shine* 
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Next lead hitfi from the prison to the bar, 
TItrpUpe.of cpmbfity aad ibc seat of war. 
. • Bringbun fhrough all the baiiMUvus noiie and shout 
Of ufiualtlng«idUeod-4hiftfy rantj ■ 
Ncilly dlied in manoers, cause, and cry, 
To that old Tribe that bellowed " Crucify." 
But these harsh sounds were nuuic to his car, 
Whot9 Chfutnalwart Inew nriUbn guilt, «or|bir« 
Now, in the circle of the theatert 
All England did epitomiz'd appear. 
Each in their several ranks themselves diffuse, 
Th« Pmw to toy, dw CSouMOl loaeoin t 
lawytn to pl«ad, the wttneMei to nrear. 
People to gaic, Ladies to see and hear. 
But this assembly shall hereafter knoWy 
God and hia Mgdawere specUton to«. 
ynik nrfidpomp here Joatiee aeonad anlhrancd^ 
The sword she bore, the baUmea was pot^peued. 

, As some East IndiattCbfctclttlumicwtidboiiiid, 
OfcMA'iiTait glel»e batvieg goM tUOa foradf 

Twice cut the Line, and with bold canvM nuit . 

Beyond the limits of its rival sun ; 

Making to its native port;— the cheerful gale 

WMi j«y each baut, with irind filb efwjaul ( 

So does our Hero, now from storms releaitf ^ 

Move to the scaffold, as bis place of rest. 

The scaffold steps did Jacob's ladder seem. 

Hie acaioM waa a nooafcib'fl Akim to. bioi. 

For thoM who caused his death was his laitp^qper; 

And liis last words his innocence declare. 

Stafford, farewell : may thy pacific blood 

Of erioiee and jadgmeiits stop the raging flood; 

Onr blindness cure, and by a holy charm, 

Pf ito dnad ibuuler ugiy beayca diMnal 
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In s685« Lord Staffofdli attainder was lerened by die lord*, 
but the bill was thrown out hj the cosojnons. 

His eldest son Henry, was created Earl of Stafford, by 
James II. and his last male descendant was John-Paul-StafronI 

Howard, fourth earl j who dying without issue, in 1762, his es- 
tates devolved to liis sister Mary, wife of Fancis Plowden, Esq. 
of Plowden, iu Shropshire: whose daughter, Mary, married Sir 
George Jemingham^ Bart, of Cosscy in Ilorfolk, and omried 
the esutes, and dormant honon of Staffiwd, into that ancient and 
le^clable family (x) 



(1) See Appendix, No. I?. 
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(C) FERRERS. 

Ipse comes tenet Tlchesale ct llenricus Ferrlcrcs dc co. 

The carl himself holds Tlchesale, aod Henry Ferrieres holds of 
him. — (See Introd. p. 16.) 

This lieury Ferrieres, or deFerrariis, who took his name from 
the casil€ ofFeirieres* mlYormandjr, was one of the conunis> 
nonm appointed by the Conqueror, to the high and migh^ em- 
ployment of mal^'Pg the general survey of England, recorded in 
Domesday-bool ; from which it is evident he must have been a 
person of great knowledge and integrity. — (Dugd. ib. p. 357.— 
See Appendix No. I.) 

Henry was son of Walcheline dc Fcrriers, a Norman ; and was 
a baron of great wealth and power ; for he posseaaed ao lord- 
ships 'in Berks, Essex 5, WHis S,'Oxf, 7, Warw. 6, Line, a, 
Bucks a, Glonc. i, Heref. l« Hants Notts. 5, Leic. 55, Derby 
1 1 4, Staff. 7, besides the castle of Tutbury, where he re- 
sided, (i) 

Near this place« he founded a monastery of Guniac monks, and 

(1) This castle, which is romantically situated ou a rock ol alabaster, 
overhao^Dg the river Dove, was iftonnids cdc^nated as the rcsidfliice el 
fheftnoiu Jobs of Gauot } and fiw the Comt o/Ae MhsUth, and the 
hutt-nmniDg which he there inilttnted It was also one of the many 
places to which the Queen of Scots has given celebrity by her imprifon- 
ments. She lived several years in Tutbury'-castlo, under the care of Sir 
Ralph Sadler, who treated her with the greatest respect, and kindest al^ 
tention. (See hb " Stat* Papers,"'vol. a.) She was a prisoner here at 
the ttuie of the Duke of Noifolk's inliigaes, and listened to his propoial^ 
as the only means of obtaining her liberty. T]na incident is sweetly 
luded to, by the delightfully descripUTO poet of Needwood Forest : 
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amply endowed it wltli lands and revenues, liis wife Rerta liaviug 
given a manor, and the whole town of Did^bridgc to it before. 

Henry dc Ferrieres was succcededby his sou Robert, who was one 
of the witnesses to the laws made by King Stephen in the first year 
of hisreign. Haying brought up, and commanded die Deibydiuo 
men, in that famous battle, (t i58) called ** of the Siandard,* near 
North AUerton, where the Northern Barons obtained a glorious 
victory against David King of Scots; he was, for thatsenrice, ad- 
Tanced to the earldom of Derby. 

Robert do Ferrers, his son and heir, succeeded him in i i5q: 
who styled himself Comes dc Ferraris, and de Nottingham. Tliis 
Robert was a great benefactor to several religious houses, and 
in particular to the abbey of Mermie in Wunndishire, ivhich 
he founded, and where his body was buried, bung wrapt in an 
ox's hide, according to his desire. 

William de Ferrers, his son, (i) certified, on the levying the 
aid for the marriaf^c of the king's daughter, 12 Henry a, that he 
licid 79 knights' fees; for which he paid G8 marks. (A knight's 
fee was commonly from 600 to 800 acres. A mark, wa-. i5s. 4d.) 
He couiirmed, to the monks of Tutbury, all the grants which 
bad been made to them by his lather and gnnd&ther : and hav- 
ing caused the body of Henry Ferrers, his ancMtor, to be trans- 
lated into the diurch of Tntbury, on the right hand of the high 
oliar^ he gave the monks an additional oxgang of land, on the 
day of the translation. He accompanied King Richard the First 
to the Holy Laud; and when that prince returning to Eur 

TfafM captife Mary looked hi vain 
For Norfolk, and her nvpftal train ; 

Enriched with royal tears the Dove, 

But sighed for freedom, not for love. 
(1) Upon the authority €f my learned friend Mr. Pipe Wolferslan, I 
have omitted two generations after this William de Ferrers, which Dugdalfl 
appean to have set down bjrnistake. 
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gland, and after his adventures in Palestine, and his imprisonment 
in Austria^ thought proper to have a second coronation, this 
'William de Ferrers was one of die four noblemen, who on 
that occnicm, canied the rich canopj oyer the king's head. 

In 1 John he tvas solemn] j created Earl of Deriby by a special 
charter; and was girt with a sword, bj the king's own hands: 
being the first, as Selden remarks> (Tit. of Hon. p. 653jof whom 
in any charter that expression is used. He likewise obtaiued 
a grant of the third penny, of all the Pleas impleaded before the 
sherifl', of the whole county whereof he was earl ; to hold to hiiu 
and his bcin, in as ample a manner, as any of his ancestors had 
enjoyed the same. 

King John bestowed many other fimrars npon him* Ibr which 
this earl was so grateful, that when John was reduced to the last 
extremity by the powerful barons who had combined against bim» 
and was deposed by tbe pope ; he took his solemn oath for the 
king's performance of the articles lo whicli lie liad submitted ; 
and was likewise one of the witnesses tu that charter by which 
.John gave up ibis realm to the Pope. Soon after, the king gave 
him a hoQse in London, to hoM by the service, that he and hu 
heirs, should serve the hing atdinneovqpcm all ftsttvals, wvdioat 
any cap, having a garland cm his head of the breadth of hb little 
finger. 

.After the death of King John, the Earl of l)erby was Arm in his 
loyalty and attachment toll is infant son and successor Henry 111. ; 
in the second year of whose reign, he made a journey to Palestine, 
with Ranulph, Earl of Chester, a common^tractice among tliegreat 
in those days, (i) He married Agnes, one of the sisters and co- 



(i) Upon his return, when he was at sea, there happeniag a dreadful 
stonn, he asked the aunnsKS, how long U ins then to nudnight ? and 
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lieirs of that pari, with whom he ohiiiinod a jjrcnt iiihoritanco, 
consisting ofali the land whichlies belwetni ilio Rihblc and Mersey, 
iu Lancashire ; which had formerly belonged to Richard dePoilou, 
thirdson ofRogerde Mou tgomery , the greatEail oiShnmAary.^i ) 
By this marriage the naaor and casileof Chartlejr in Staffordshire^ 
also came to the family of Ferrers. Having been long alllicted with 
the gout, the Earl of Derby departed this life 3i H. 3. jandhisoonn- 
tcss died the same month. INI, Paris affirms, that they were mar- 
ried, by St. Thomas of Canterbury, in the reign of Henry II., and 
tliat they lived together as man and wiic 76 years. \Vm. de Fer- 
rers, his son, succeeded to the honours md esttias of thefiunily. 
He manned Sibil, daughter and coheir of 1¥m. Blareschal,Earlof 
Pttmbroke ; by whom he had 7 daughters, who were all married lo 
great lords of that time. By Margaret his second wife, dughler and' 
coheir of Roger dcQuincy, Elarl of Winchester, hchad two sons, 
Robt. who succeeded him in the earldom of Derby> andVVm., who 



dMgrtoUbia, it tvai afanost twohoon. Said he fthm, labour Am 
timef and I trust to God the tetnpestwUl cease. But when midnight ap- 
proached, (be tempest increased so much, that the master of the ship bad 
him commend himself to God, for th^ were all like to perish : where- 
upon he weot out of bit cabin, and ctoody assisting them, the tempest 
toon awqagedt The daj JbDomng therefiwe, whan th« aeaa ware cdm^ 
and the danger clearly over, the master asked him, why he would not ilir 
to assist them till miduigbt ; telling him, thai liis help was then mure tliaa 
all the mariners in llie sliip. Quoth he, bt vdiist^ rny monks, tmrl other 
devout people f who yveiv of im'nCf aiid my ancestors foundation, did then 
'trUe t» sing dhme ForAat nasvn thtr^onf did I put ew^ 

dmcB m tltur pngfwt } md thtr^tnimy hope is, that God Ahtdghtf 
for their prayers and suffrages, would give me such strength as I had not 
before^ and assmget/te tempest^ as I foretold."— {Dn^. Bar. Yol. i>p> 43*) 

(1) See note A. 
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atc»l himself at Grohy, i» Leicostershire, which was ft part of his 
mother's inheritance, (i) Earl William, who like his father, had 
been sorely afflicted with the gout, even from his jrouth, was accus- 



(i) From these two brothers, sprung some of the most noble and illus* 
trious families in En£;1i<nJ. From the eldest, Robert, Eurl of JDeii>jr, dfl^ 
cended by the female liae : 

I TIm Ikanlj of Dvveniii, ^^onto H««ford, and Sub of Eim 
whoqiwwBfobert» EariofEMSK, tliacddirated&vowileofQiMmiaaabetb. 

a The family of Shirley, now Earts Ferrers, and owners of Chartley. 

3' The late Marquis Townscnd, who, In right of his mother, great 
Ijnuid-daughter of Jb^rl Ferrers, enjoyed the barony of Ferrers de Chart- 
Uj, and the castle of Taanrorth } wliidi,lait deaoemded bj a female, &tm 
ibe IbnnoiH, its andent poaMHsia, to thaFravilat ; and from tbem, in 
like manner, to a branch of the family of Ferrers. The male line of thia 
illustrious name Is still preserved in the person of Edward Ferrers, Esq. 
of Baddesley, in the county of Warwick } who is lineally descended from Sir 
Henry Fenren, Knt. Mooni fonof Sir TbooMS Facvata aadEfoabeth Er»> 
inUe, abovo-vaeBtionod, aadnlioiaaBaniadtoadaii^tflroftlMlateMav* 
quis Townshend, hj which thetwo Knaa wer« agpiimnUod, after a aapanp' 
tion of above 3oo years. 

From William, brother to Robert, Earl of Derby, descended the 
family of FainnE% BawBa of Gi«ib|r> ofwhomfnaHVilliaiD, thefifthand 
last baioa of that race. Ha died dn i44S» leaving two sons, Henrjr ttd 
Thomas. (Tliomas nmiiad OM of the daughters and coheirs of Sir Bald- 
win de Freville, and was ancestor to the Ferrers of Tiunwortli •, which 
family ended in a female, who married the Hon. Robert Shirley, sou of 
Earl Ferrers, representative oi the eldest branch of Ferrers, EUrls of 
Deriiy.) Beniy, eftfefi son of William, last Baron of Grdijr, died bcfoM 
his father ; leaving by his wife Eliiabeth Mowbray, daughter of Thomas, 
Duke of ISoriblk, an only daughter and heiress, who marciad Sir Edwaid 
Grey, secoml i^on nf Pn'^inalU, I^rd Grey UclUitliin. 

^Boltou, in his " Jiiltuct Peerage, ' says of Grey j " A most noble ex- 

R 
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tomed to b« drawn firom pkee to place in a chariot ; and passing 
• over a bridge in Hantington, he was OTennrned throui^ the 



tended family of barons, riiGOimtSy M«b, WOUtpiuot, tad dnkflty hi 

twplvi^ dilTcrciit liranclies of peerage.*^ 

Sir Edw.ird Grey was summoned to Parliament, as Lord Ferrers of 
Groby, %-j Heniy 6. ; and was tucceeded by his son Sir John Grey, who 
manifld the daaghter of Woodville, EulRiver*. He ymdun at Ibehat- 
tic of St. Albaus, 39 Henry 6; leaving issue two sons, Sir Thomas Grey 
and Sir Richard, both kniglils. (Sir Richard Grey was afterwards be- 
headed at Pomfrel, by order of King Richard the Third.) Tlicir mother 
became the queen of Edward the Fourth ; and through her interest, her 
eideit MB Sir ThomM Grey, was created Enl of Hontaigdoii andMar- 
quit ofOoiMt Hif gHndeoa Henrjr, Anarried, 1 . Catherine, daughter of 
VVilliam Fitx-Alan, Earl of Arundell, by whom he had no issue, a. Lady 
Frances, eldest daughter of Charles Brandon, Duke ofSuflblk, by Mary 
the Jt'reuch queen, sister of Henry VHI. His wife's brothers, dying with- 
out iMoe,>thii Macqiite of Donet ivai created Dnlw of Suffolk, by Ed- - 
rnrd VL } and after that Ubb's dcadi^ «Uhrt daughter, the beaiili6d» tho 
accomplished, the heroic Lady Jane Crey, (who married Guildford Dudley^ 
fourth son of the Duke of Northumberland,) was proclaimed qurcn in op- 
position to ^ueen Maiy, for which, she and her husband wore- beheaded. 
HerfiilhertheDnhe of SuflblL, was then spared } but eateriug again into 
an insurrection gainst tfae he was obliged to conceal 'himsdf in a 

hollow tree in his park at Astley ; aad being basdy betrayed by his heepery 
was beheaded on Tower-hill. 

His widow, the Lady Frances, niece of Homy VIII. was buried in West- 
minster-abbey, under a tomb of alabaster, on which are these lines : 

Nil dccus, aut splendor, nil regia n'omina piOMinty 

Splendida divitiis uil juvat ampla domus. 
Onmbflfliermtl nrt«^iolarenMn«t 

Glona« lartaxcu nonabolenda mgis. 
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heedlessness of the driver ; aud had his limbs so bruised and bro- 
ken by the lull, lliat he ditul in consequence ol it, in the year iao4, 
ftud was buried in the abbey ol Marevale. l ie bore tlie repulaiioa 
of a discreet muot and of b«ng wdl Tened in th« laws of the 
land. 

Robt.Earl of Derby, was the last earl of diisgreat family. Bdng 
a minor at his father's dcatli, the Queen, and Peter de Savoy, gave 
6,000 marks for ihe custody of his lands, till he came of age. At 
this time, the flames of civil war bei^an 10 breakout between the 
king and bis rebellious barons, headed by Simon de Montfort, 
Earl of Leicesier. The Eari of Derby joined their party, which 
being completely defeated at the decisive battleofETesham, he was 
obliged to submit, and throw himself entirely on the hinifiB mercy. 
He received a free pardon^ in consideration of a cup of gold, 
adorned with precious stones, and 1 ,5oo marks to be paid to the 
king within a twelvemonth j aud on condition, that if he should 
at any time transgress again, theu without hope of pardon to be 
wholly disinherited; for the stria performance of which agree* 
anent, . be bound himself not only by a special deed but 
by his coxporal oath before the king. Notwithstanding this 
solemn engagement, he refused to pay the fine, and raised a 
powerful army in Derbyshire J but Henry, son of Illchard, King 
of the Romans, advancing against him, ho was coniplolcly 
routed at Chesterfield, after a sharp conflict^ in which many of 



AU the honours of this unfortunate duke, and liis family, being thus lost, 
they continued in that state till tlic rci;;n ofJamcs the First ; who t^avc to 
Sir Heoiy Grey, of Pirgo in Esse\, nephew of the Duke of Suil'olk, the 
tide of Baron Grey of Groby : B|id his grandson. Lord Grey, wu by 
Gbailee the First created End ef Slmnfoffd ; from whom the pmeat Earl 
of Stamibcd is detcended. 
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his followers were slain. The Earl of Derby havinj^ taken refuge 
in a church, >Nhcre he concealed himself under some sacks of 
wool, was betrayed by a woman, and carried prisoner to London. 

In the pailiaBMnt held ftt Westminsisr Ae same jear, he was 
toiallj disinherited, and Edmund, the king's son^ was invesiad 
with the earldom of Derby ; and also obtained a grant of all 
his goods and chattels, together with all his castles and lands to 
bold during pleasure. 

Earl Robert was confined in prison for about three years j but 
great mediation being made for him, he was released, and Prince 
Ednrand was diracted to restore him his possestions^' on condi- 
tion of his leceiviBgona certain daj, 5o,ooo/. at one entire pay* 
ment. The sureties of Earl Robert for this agreement were, 
Heniy, son of Richard, King of the Romans, William Valence, 
Earl of Pembroke, William de Bcauchamp, Earl of Warwick, 
Roger de ClilTord, and some other great burous; to whom, by 
way of cotmter-security, he gave all his castles and lands, except 
Chartley in Sukflbidshive, andHolbrolbe, in DerbyduvB. This sum 
not being paid accofdinglj, thoao hu aiuneties pMted oirw their 
title thereat^ to Prince Edmnnd and his heirs for evor. (i) 



(i) It was in this manner, that the vast estates, now called the Duchy 
of Lancaster, came to the crown. On the foifeiture of Robert de Fer- 
rers, Earl of DtAjf Edouaid Pfantageuet, second sob of Haniy HL im 
created End of Ghistvr, LdcMler, Deri^, aDdXanculer. He w» s«o- 
ceeded by his SOU Thomas, who was beheaded atFomfret ia i3aa. Hm 
brother Ueniy was restored to all his titles, and was succeeded by his son 
Henry, vrbo was created first Duke of Lancaster by Edward III. He died 
cf the plague, in i36i, leaving an only daughter called Blaoch^ } who 
Bsniad John of Gmnt, firarth son cf Knig Edwaid, bj whoai he was 
CSaated Duke of Lancaster. Henry of BolIIngbroke, his sOB, having de- 
posed Richard the Second, succeeded to the crown by the name of Heniy 
the Fourt band \ (torn that lime, all the great possessions of the house of 
LkBcaster have been ceateiad in the crown. 
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Eal'l Roberl was marriofl, lirtl, to 3Iury, duughler of Hugh 
!(• Brun, Earl of Angoulenio, and niece loKiug Hcnrjr ihe Third. 
At tlie time of lh«ii' murriit^^c he was ouly nine, and she but 
eight years of age. Tliey had no iosue. His Mtond wife wiu 
daughter of hatd BaiMt ; by tdwin he htda Mm who vrM^iUad 
Sir Jobn de FerrBCS, of CImtU^j. His gnrndaoa'^ grtndMiB had 
an od(]r daughter and heiress, who at the age of «3emm jm»-tmA 
eight months, was married to Sir John Dcvcrcux ; who was 
summoned to pariinmcnt a Edward 4, 1460, as Lord Ferrers of 
Chartlcy. Ue was slain with King Richard at fiosworiit Field. 

John, Lord Ferrers, his son, married the sister and iinol hei- 
ress of Henty Bonraihier, Earl of Esiez ; and thar grandson 
MTalier, was, bj Edward the Kzdi, created first VUconnt He- 
reford. 

His grandson, Waiter Dcvcroux, was made Earl of Essex, 
and died in Irchuid, 18 Elizabeth, 157G. 

Robert, Earl of Essex, his sou and heir, was the great favou- 
rite of Qnem Elisabeth 1 bnt his history is too wdl Itnown, to be 
repeated here. In the last year of the <|neen's rogn, he was 
found guil^of high treason, and beheaded in the Tower. 

His son Robert, Earl of Essex, commaiulcd the parliamentary 
forces against Charles the First, and died without issue in 1646. 
By his death, the earldom of Essex became extinct, but ihc tide 
of Viscotmt Hereford 4csceuded to Sir Walter Devereux^ 
grandson of Walter, first viscount ; and firom him the present 
Lord Hereford is descended. 

Lady Dorothy Devereux, one of the two sisters of Robert, last 
Earl of Esscx^ had allotted to her, among others of bis estates, 
the old castle of Chartlcy, and the manor-house built by the Hrst 
Viscount Hereford. She married Sir Henry Shirley, whose great 
grandson Sir Roberl, was summoned to parliameutiu 1678, as Lord 
Ferrers of Chartley, andiook hisseat, according to the onctent writ 
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of summons in 1 998. He was afterwards created Viscouat Tam- 
worih, and Earl Ferrers. 

His eldest son, Robert Shirley^ married Aane, dangbter and 
beiress of Sir Homj^r^ Ferrers^ of Tamwortb ; wbo tnis des- 
cended from Thomas Ferrers, second son of WiUiam, flfib Lord 
Ferrers, of Groby. By this marriage, the estates of ibe two 
branches of Ferrers, Chariley, and Groby, were again re- 
united, after a lapse of more than four centuries. 

Such was the fate of the lirst posscssoi-s of Tixall after iho 
Conquest ! Such was the various and chequered fortune of ibeir 
posterity! 
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The first upon record of ibis name is Sir Philip de Gasieneyt, 

irho married Amphelis, daughter and coheiress of Bobert, son of 
Hardulphj by Diva, daughter and heir of Robert, son of Wal- 
ter de Morley. In the curiouss record, called the black liook 
of the Exchequer," containing a list of knights fees, which au 
aid was levied for the marriage ol Matilda, daughter of Henry II. 
in 1 iG6 ^ William de Wasteneys is stated to bold two knights fees, 
and GaUndttS, or Jeflfirey, one and a half knights fees, in tbcf 
barony of Stafibrd. This William iras son of Sir Philip, 
and it is probable that Jeffrey was his yodnger brother, and that 
the elder held lands inColton, and the younger in Tixall. 

Sir Hardolph Wastncys, Knight, descendant of this Sir Wil- 
liam, resided at Hcadon in Notts, and was made a baronet 20 
Jac. I. His great grandson Sir Hardolph, fourth baronet, died 
about the year 1760^ and was the last of the name. 

Rose de Wasieneys, who sold Tixall to Sir Thomas Idltleioii, 
was descended from Pbganns de Wasieneys, sim of Jeffirey, and 
pfi^abl/ grandson of Sir Philip BlMTe-noitioiied. 
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The record of tlnsiransactionis given by Dugdalc, in his work 
eatiilcd Origines Juridiciales," in ilie ihiriy-ihird chapter, 
vfhete treating of ** KiMSt how a&lieat, in what manner, before 
wboin,a]»l wheft Ievi«4 ;* h« Mys, (lowirda ibo coodnaioit pf U14 
cha|^«) "And because the a rgceraents ihnf nadi h«vtt tswer fceoa 
.boldinviolablc, Isball in the last plitce exUihitiui^ntiflQttcninioniila ' 
to manifest huw exact a course bath long ngij been taken, not 
only by the judges, before whom they were levied, in a strict 
questioning the cognisors, bui the care which the coguizuis 
' tbomidmovthfir omi parts had, by aserioiudeliberaungwUat 
they did in diesa gnat and aolanu coadofiona.'' 

Thia docwnant ia in HaaK ao ainoiis, and ao doad/ oonnwiad 
widi my snbjact, that I think it will not be vaplaaaing to the r^tniten 
to see it here at lengtli : 

"To all christen men, to whom this present wryting shall come, 
Ro^e, that was the wyll Ol Sir JohuMer$lon knight scudeth grc- 
ting in God everlasting : Know ya ma the said Rose to sey and 
aflirma, that Tboqiu UtUeton, .ooft of th4 Kiag^a Juaticti ot tha 
Gomroon plAce, bargayned, bought, and porchaaad for a cet- 
taine summe of money, which he hath truly payd, the reversion 
of the Maner ofTixhale, in Staffordshire, and in certeinc tcnc- 
mcnts and Rentes in otiicr Towns in the same Shire, of ihe said 
John Marslon, sumtynie my husband, and of me, to have after 
the decece of my said hnsband and me : by force of which a 
Fyne was rered at Wesmiinster ; by whidi Fyne a atate was made 
of the said Bfaner to my hudband and to me, tenne of our lives ; 
the reniaynder thereof unto the said Thomas T.itihMon and Jane 
his Wife, and to the bcires of the said Thomas Littleton lor ever- 
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more, as in the sayd Fine more pleinly appeareth. Afore which 
Fync rercd» I did aske of Bar Jdin Prisot the Qiefe Justice of 
ihB Common place, and diTers others, to wbom I had special 
confidence and ttost; and also of divers other apprentices lemed 
in the Lawe, of myConncell ; whedcr that my seid husband aadi, 
might sille the reversion of the said Manor without percll of our 
souJcs : and they desired me to confourmc and shew them how 
the seid Maner afore tliat tyme was entayled : and I shewed them 
the pan of an hole Fyne, whereof the tenor seweth in theee 
words. 

U»c est finalis concordia facta in Curia domini Reps apnd 
Westmonasteriam, a die S. Trinitatis in xr. dies« anno regni 

Regis Ed wardi, filii Rrgis Edwardi, decimo nono, coram Wil- 
lielmo dc Bcrefurd, Johaune de Mutford, Willielmo de Herte, 
Johaone de Stonore, et Johaune de Busse, Justicioriis, et 
aliis domini Regis fidelibus, tunc ibi praesentibus ; inter Galfii- 
dnm de Wasmejrs de Tjxhale qoierentem, et Rogeram de 
Asion personam Ecdeyiip de Weston, defbrcieiitem, de Manerio 
deT^xhale^ cum pertinentiis, etadTOcatione Ecclesisp ejusdemJIfa- 
nerii, uude Placitum convcniionis snmmonitum fail inter eos in 
eadem curia ; scil. quod ppiedicius Galfridus rcQOgnovit pracdicta 
maneriii, cum periiucutiis, et advocationcm praedictam esse jus 
^eiusRogcri ; ut ilia qua idem Rogerus habetde dono proedicd 
Galfiridi : El hac reco^tione fine et concordia idem Rogerus 
couc^sit prsedicio Gelfrido pmsdictum manerium cum perlinen-. 
tiis et advocationem praedictam, et ilia ei reddidit in eadem 
curia, llabcuda ct tenenda cidem Galfrido dc Capiialibus domi- 
nis Icudi illius por servicia qua* ad prfediclum muneriuin ct advo- 
caiiuuem pcriiucnt, tuta viiu ipsius Gallridi : Et post dcccssum 
iprius Galfridi, (etc.) remanere ItfiwiiUno filio fl|nidem Galfridi^ 
et Blargaretae nxori ejus, et haredibos de corporibns ipsomm 
Ifaculini el Mai^gareta ejwuntibns $ tenenda^ (etc.) remanere Jo* 
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hanuifralri ejusdem MacuUni et heerodibus de coiporc suo pro- 
creaiu ; teaenda, (etc.) renamera Henrico fntri elnsdem Johu- 
ais echanwdibiM de coipoveeno procreatis, (eic.) remanefe Wil- 
lieime fratri e|iudeni Henrid, et hfleredibu de coipom^ (etc.) 
reciis hmredilnis ipdns Galfridi ; teneada (etc.) fanper- 

pctuum. 

And ihoy asked m<» of whom nnd how that I came of any such 
persons nainrd in the seyd Fine : and I seyd • that I came of 
Makelyn Wastneys and Margaret his wifl' named in the seyd 
Fine ; that is to say, that I am Daughter to Roger, sounc to Wil- 
Item, son to die sqrd Mecolme and Margaret. They^ esantned 
me^ whether any of the Brethren of the said Macnline ; dial is 
to sey, John, Henry, or William had any issue on lyre : and I 
seyd to them, Nay, but all ben ded without issu, which is vftiy 
trouth. They asked nae whedcr I was hoi re to Geffrey Wasteneys 
named in the seydFyne ; and I seyd I rmi hcire to tlic seyd Gef- 
frey i for he was my Graunsire's Graunsirc. They asked me 
whether there was eny more issue now on lyve, that come of the 
said Mauculine and Margaret; and I said Nay: for I seyd, if 
Alianonre Harecourt, which was myn Annte, that is to say my 
Fbudrs8ttsler,badbinonlyTej andoyeiievednie, sheshnlden- 
herite the sddliveiode by force of the seid tail! made to Makelyn 
and Margaret after me : but now she is dcd without issue, there is 
no more issue now on lyvc that confc of the seid Makelyn and 
Margaret sauf onlyl, '» is much as I was the last of the entaill, 
and the fcc-simple tliorcof was in nic : \Nlier(Hipon my husband 
and 1 rered a Vyuc in ihc fourmc as 1 have seyd. And whereas Sir 
John Gresseley Knight seyth, as I am enfouimed, that he shuld 
be my nextkyn to enherite after me the said livdode ; betwene 
God and me I sey» as I shall answer afore ,the day of Dome» 
1 canne not, nor never cowde wete or knowe, nor never herde 
by my fadn*, nor other in noe maner wyse> how or in what wyse 
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be shulde be kyu to rue, to cnherite iu eny wyse the said live- 
lode ; save that it was scid, ibat he came ot oou Sir Thomas Wasi- 
nesae, which Wastnesse was looge tyme afore the seyd old Fyne 
. arered: but how, or what wyse I was kjn to that Wastnesse I 
cowd www here tell. And ferthermore I sej tsad a(Bcnie that 
there is none on Ijrve, that I know or can here of, that is or may be 
enheniablfi by cny mancr of fee tayle specified or comprised in the 
seid old Fync rcryd iu the lime of the scid King Edward the se- 
cond : In witness whereof to this present writiune I have put my 
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The fim person of note, of the ancient and illustrious hvoaljci 
Iiktleum, was John de Littleton, in the Vale of Eveshun, m ihe 

Tc\gn of Henry the Second. His son bore as a device, three scal- 
lop sliells, (which are a part of the family arms to this day) either 
from having been a soldier in the crusades, or from having made 
a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. FVom him descended Thomas de 
litdeton, who 34 Hen. 5, married Emma,^ daughter of Sir Si- 
mon de FranUey^ Knt. and sole heiress of the manor of Frank- 
ley, which has continued in the possession of the elder branch of 
the Littletons, over since. By her he had no male issue. He mar- 
ried secondly, Asselina, daughter and heiress of William Fitz- 
"VVarin, of Upton in Worcestershire, who was one of the justices 
itinerant, and judge of the common pleas, laHen. 5. Bjher 
he had a son, from whom was descended Thomas de Littleton^ 
sqoire of the body to Henry IV. and V., who had annual pen- 
nons granted him by both those kings, *'pro bono etgratuito 
scrvitio," as expressed in the grants. He spell his name Lultel- 
ton, and sealed 'svith the chevron between three scallops, as 
now used by his po.sierity, but bore a difiereut crest ; viz : a grey- 
hcnmd's head coUaied. About the dk>se of Heniy the Fifth's 
reign, he was sheriff of Woroestershiie, under Beanchamp,Eaxl 
of Warwick, hereditary high sheriff of that county. He mar> 
ried Maud, daughter and heiress of Richard Qnatremains, (t) 



(i) The QDatreniaiiis are caOed by Camden, a family <tf gnat name i 
and hfLduA, a fimons house; and of light ftb possewonft. 
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bywhomhehad an only dau*:;litcr, ayIio married Thomas Wesl- 
cote, of Devonshire, a gcudemau ot aucicut family, and a cour- 
tier in the service of King Henry ihe Sixth. 

This high-bom lady, being of a uoble spirit, and having large 
possessions hj mheritsnce iirom hef ancestors the LittleiODs, and 
from her modber, the daughter and heiress of Qnatremains, re- 
solved to peipemaie the honour of her name; and therefore 
provided, by Westcote's assent before mairiage, that her isfene 
should bear the name of De Littleton. 

Prince, in his ♦* Worthies of Devonshire, " informs us, that . 
this Thomas Wesicoie, was born at Wesicoic near Barnstaple, 
and flourished in the reigns of Henry the Fourth and Fifth ; that 
he was of a martial disposition, and addicted to leats o£ arms, by 
which he endeared himself to diose two pdssant prmoes ; which» 
(sajs this anihor)^ is no mean ai^oment of his worth. 

His eldest scm, Thomas Westcote, alias Littleton, yr&s the fit* 
mons lawyer, and was bora about the beginning of the i5th cen- 
tury at Frankley in Worcestershire. Having laid a proper 
foundation of learning at one of the universities, he removed to 
the Inner Temple ; and applying himself to the law, became very 
eminent in that profession; and Orst distinguished himself by his 
learned lectures on die StaAnte.of Westminster, "Dedonis con- 
ditionalibus.'* 

In 1447, he was sheriff of his native coiUPttty ; and in i454, was 
called to the degree of serjeant at law. Henry the Sixth ap- 
pointed him steward or judge of the court of the palace, or mar- 

shalsea of [he king's household ; and in i455, king's serjeant, in 
which capacity he went tlic northern circuit as judgn of assize. 
Upon the transterhng ot the crown from the house of Lancaster, 
to that of Yotit, be sued for a pardon from Edward 'the Fourth, 
which that prince granted him in the second jekr of his reign. 
His onlj ^rime, jprobabljr, was his having espoused the cause fit 



( l42 ) 

Henry, his lawful sovereign, against Edward, then Duke of York. 
Whatever ii was, the new king soon gave him sensible proofs of 
his favour and good will ; in the fourth year of his reign he made 
him one of the judges of the court of common pleas, and granted 
him out of the customs of LoiidoB, Bristol, and Hull, no marks^ 
nmnally j " ultra coosuetum Mom, ot tfatnm mom deceathis 
tenere, etexpensa^susdneretaleat;" asthelfrordsof tbeinitare. 
Thie same year, the king gave xo6di.' ii^d. to famish him nith 
a furred robe, and 6s. 6d. more for a smnmer robe called Li/iimi. 
In 1475, Judge Littleton resided near St. Sepulchre's church, 
London, in a capital mansion, ilic properly of the Abbot of 
Leicester, which he held on lease at the yearly rent of 16s. In 
l4'y5, he was created Kuightofthe Bath, to grace the solemnity 
of conftrring that order on the Prince d Wales, afterwards 
Edward the Fifth ; on whidi occasion, Several persons of the fint 
dbtinction, and in the highest fayonr at conit, were advanced to 
that honour. 

He continued to enjoy the favour and esteem of his sovereign, 
and the highest reputation for his profound knowledge, and great 
skill in the laws of England, during the remainder of liis life, 
lie made his last will August sa, 1481, and died, the next day^ 
at his seat at Frankley, in a good old age ^ and was interred in 
the cathedral of Worcester, under a marble tomb which he had 
erected himself, with his statne upon it, and decorated with arms 
and quarterings, of which it was despoiled in the civil wars. Wm 
will which is curious, is given at length in Collins's Peerage. 

Judge Litdeton wrote his famous Treatise on Tenures,'' 
probably not long before his death ; a work, snys Camden, to 
which the sludenis of the common law are no Jess beholden, than 
the civilians to Justinian's Institutes. 

He married Joan, daughter and coheir of William Barley, of 
Bromscrofbcastle, Shropshire^ widow of 1^ Philip Chetwynd^ of 
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Ingestrieia SuU'ordsliirc,wiiii wliomhc had large posscssioqs. She 
broui^thiiiidireetoiiffmdtwodfwi^ten. Bic^ard, his second 
aoo, who becanM aminant in the profiossio^ of the law, and for 

whose use his learued work was drawn up, was liucul ancestor to 
the lata Sir Edward Liideton, Bart, of Teddcslcy, in Stafford' 
shire, member of parliament for that county. His ihii"d son Tho- 
mas, was knighted by Hcury V II. for taking Lambert Simnol, 
the pretended £arl of Warwick. He lived at Spetchle^, near 
Urotcaster, an anate puduMed hy his fittber; and married 
Anne* daughter and heir (or coheir) of John Boireanx, of Bo- 
treaux-casde, in Cornwall. From him were descended the Lord 
Keeper Litdeton, in the reign of Charles the First, whose cha- 
racter is given by Clarendon, in his history, Sir Thomas Lit- 
tleton, speaker ol the lumse of commons, ia the reign of King 
William, aud many other families. 

The widow of Sir Thomas Litdeton, the judge, survived him 
twentjr*fonr years, and died in i5o5, at the age of el^tjr. She 
left a great estate to her eldest son, Sir William Uttleton, who 
was also kni^ied bjr Henry the Seventh, at the batde of Stoke, 
for bringing him aid against the Earl of Lincoln. He married 
twice: I. Ellen, daughter of William Walsh, oi Waulip,(i)by 

' « ' — 

(0 The fimuly of Walsh, or WoUb, ia old doedf <aDed Watds or Wfr- 

lBJ$t Ifuofgraat antiquity ill LoiccsltTsliire, .iml tlie name Is tobofeimd 

amonc; those recorded to have come into England with the Conqueror. 

Waulip is pleasantly situated oa the river Sore, about three miles from 

I iMc e >t6r» 

Sir Thoaaas Wdih built in i3g3, the chnrdi ofWanlip, nbteh hed«- 

dicated to St. Nicholas ; and is thece intombed with his lady- In the 
east windows of the chancel he is represented as an armed kniglit, bear- 
ing his coat of arms, and liis lady kticeiiug opposite to him, with this 
intcriptioa underneath : " Orate pro aa Thoma: Welsh mililis, qui hoc 
tcmplom fieri fitcit iSgS st pro li Cathcrin uoris ejus." 
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Mary, daughter and eolimr of Richard Byron, of Qayton ; by 
whom he had one daughter* Joan, married to Sir John AsUm^ 
i^Bt^wood, His second irife was daughter of William Whit* 
tington, of Pantley, in Gloucestershire, by whom he had one son, 
firom whom the present Lord Littleton is lineally descended, (i) 

Sir William Litdeton, was the first of his family who bore his 
arms with a supporter. It is uncertain upon what occasion this 
honourable addition was given tu him. In a window of the ab> 
bey church of Great Malvern, there remains^ to this day, a finely 
painted portrait of him, arrayed in armour, with an heraldic 
shidd, and his name inscribed uider it. 

He died at Frankley in i5o7, aged 65; and directed by his iriO, 
that his body should be buried within the monastery of Hales 
Owen^ before the image ol the Virgin Mary, and near the grave 
of his first wife £llca. 

(i) Of this branch of the Littletons, wax that distinguished nobleaunif 
George, first Lord Ljrttelton, of Frankley ; who by his tasteful improve* 
ments, fortnod his seat at Hagley, into a most deh'glitfiil and quite a clas- 
sical spot. lie was the couildential adviser and cpuosellor of the late Prince 
of Wi^, his prsMul majesty's fiither ; and wag oclebntled through the 
whple of his lila, lor his •ninmt virtues and tslaots, ibr his ebgant 

WlitiagS both in prose and verse, and for his love and patronSgS of lilnip 
ture, and learned men. Ho >vas the friend of Mallet, Thomson, and Pope ; 
and will always be regarded as an illustrious oruamcfit of hisrank sadcoaa^ 
try. — (See Juhasou's Lives of ihr. Poets, vol. 40 

.Hii sonwbow spritely " JjettMs" have been puhlished, wsaunfortn- 
iilBatd|y, no Ims con^icaiiNufor veij oppoaile qoaliliesysnd for the e^tni* 
ordipary qnfuostsiifi^ which atte p d e d bis death. 
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^ 

(G) Tlie Genealogy of the Family of Astojt, 

of Tixall. 

I. Ralph dc Aston, or Esion, flourished at Haywood, ia thQ 
county of StaiTord, in the reign of Henry III. (i) 

II. Roger de Aston, his son. In 14 £d>v. 1 , Roger de Molead, 
Bishop of Lichfield, mde him constable of his castle at Ecdes- 
liall.(i) la 17 Edw. 1, he gffamed to him andhis heirs, lands in 
Haywood and Bishton, and in igBdw. i, lands in Iioiigdim^ 
and the mastership of the game in Cannock Chase. Roger do 
Aston purchased divers lauds in Haywood, Hixon, Longdon, 
Broctou, Houdsacre, and King's Bromley. Died 30 Edw. 2. 
Married Syb ilia, daughter of James dc la Laund. (2) Four 50ns : 
1. John. 3. Robert. 3. Roger, rector of Weston. 4- I^ich< 
ard <^ Longdon. Two daoghtefs : i . Sjbilla married lU<;hard 
Wolsdey, (2) and had lands in Bishton for her portion, a. Joan 
married Sir Robert Mavesyn, of Mfivesyn Ridware, Knt. (a) 

ni. Sir John Aston^ of Haywood, Knt. In 7 Edw. 3, knight 
of the shire, (i) and 18 Edw. 3, high sheriff of Staflfordshire. 
Ob. 33 Edw. 3. ISIarried, first, Alice, daughter and coheir of 
HugoMeynell of Hints, Esq. who died wUhQut issue : secondly, 
Emma, who died 16 Edw, 5. Two sous : 

1. Roger. 

a. Richard of AshbrooL^ irhose son, AcUun Aston, married 
Armitude, daughter andhdr of Uemy Dayies of Horecross, near 
Abbot's Bromley. Alice, sole daughter and heir of Rich. A. of 
Horecross, their son, married in i4i7t John Welles of Little 



(a) Sm Apptndis V. (t) ApprndiK VI. 

X 
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Haywood and Lichfield, aon of Thomas Welles and Cicilj Aston, 
great grand-daughter of Rich. A. de Longdon above-named. (3) 
IV. Sir Roger Aston. In 2t nnd 25 Edw. 3, inight of the 
shire for the coimtj of Stafford. Two sons : 

1 Thomas. 

2. Jubu, whose daughter and heiress Alice married Roger de 
Stanford. 

y. Sir Thomas Aston, of Haywood and Leigh, (i) knight 
of the shire, in S and i6 Rich, a, and i and 8 Hen. 4 » hi^ 

sheriff lo Hen. 4- Married Elizabeth, sister and coheir of Rc- 
l^nald de Leigh, (a) and Parkhall, (i) in the connty of Stafford. 
One son, Roger. 

VI. Sir Roger Aston, slicritT of Slaftbrdshire,5 and lo HcnryG. 
One of the prime gentry returned bjr the conunisssiouers for 
that county, i3 Hen. C. Ob. a6 Hen. 6. Married Joice, one 
of the three daughters and coheirs of Sir Baldwin de Freville, (a) 
Kni. : who, besides large esiaiesj brought hun Beldesert-castle, 
GO. Warwick, which nme to the Freviles by her great grand- 
mother Elizabeth, sister and coheir of John, Baron dc Mont- 
fort, (a) who was descended from Hugh, the great Earl of \'cr- 
mandois, third son of Henry I. King of France. Sir Baldwin 
de Frc\ille, the husband of Elizabeth dc Moiilfort, was grandson 
of Alexander, baron de Freviilc, who married Joanna, the des- 
cendant, and one of tlfe heirs of Sir Philip Marmiou, Km. (a) 

Joyce de Freville, the wife of Sir Roger Aston, was grand- 
daughter of Joyce, danghter and coheir of Thomas, Baron de Bote- 
tourt, (a) Elizabeth, sisterofJoyccdcFrcvillo, mai ricdThomasde 
Ferrers, and brought him thecastleof Tamworih, and large estates. 
From them the late Marquis Townshend was descended. Margaret, 

(a) Appendix Y. (i) Appendix VI. 

^) Barl. MS. 1077. 
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the third sister, married first, SirHugli Willoughby, Knt. ances- 
tor of Lord Middeltoa i second, Sir lUchard fiiagham» iknt. : 

One son, Robert. 

One daughter, Joan, married Sir Ruger Draycot, Knt. o£ the 
Holy Sepulchre, (a) 

VII. Sir Robert Asloo» Knt. high sheriff of Staffordshire 5t 
Hen. 6. Oh. 7Bdw. 4. Hurried Isebdk, daughter of Sir 
William Brereton of Cheshire, Km. (3) 

One son, John, 
Two dauf^htors : 

1 . Isabella, married to Richard Bagot of Blithfield, CO. Stof- 
iTord, Esq. (a) ancestor of the present Lord Bagot. 

3. Petronilla, mairied to Richard Biddulph^ Esq. of Diddulph 
in Staffordshire, ivhich is still ^e property o£ his descendant* 
John Biddnlph, Esq. of Bnrton in Sossa. (a) 

VIII. John Aston, Esq. (t) sheriff of die'conntiee of Stafford 
and Warwick, 16 and ao Edw. 4* (i44^) the eighty-nine 
knights and esquires, retainers for life to William, Lord Ha»* 
tings, (i) Married Elirabeth, dauf^htor of John Delves, ofDod> 
dington, co. Chester, Esq. (1) Ob. iRic. 3. Two sons: 

I.John. 

a. Richard o. s. p. Ten daughters : 
1. Isabella, married HomphreyOkeovw of Okeover>Biq* 
^. Ahqipaety married W* St. Andrew of Goiham, co. Notts, 
Esq. 

5. Elizabeth, married John Basset of Blore, Esq. (3) 

4. Margaret, married, first Thomas Kinnersley of Loxley, Esq. 
secondly^ Ralph Wolseley of Wolscley, Baron of the Exchequer. 

5 , married ...... Dudley, Esq. of Sedgley. 



(a) AfifeBdix V. (1) Appeadix VI. 
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6. married Br.uldock, Esq. of Adbaston. 

7. Cuthcriuc, married Thomas Ulount ol Burloa near Ultoxo- 
ler, Esq. (a) 

8. Alice, nuunied Jobn Dodd of Ghorlty, county Lancaster, 
Esq. 

g. , married Sir Andrew Colvrich of Colvrich, Xnt. (9) 

10. Rose, married Thomas Qadd of Ormesby, county Sak^, 

Esq. 

IX. Sir Jolm Aston, made a Knigbt of tlie Baih, at lUc niar- 
riogn of Prince Arthur, eldest sou of Houry VII. Accompanied 
tienrj VIII. in his expedition into Brittany, and was at the sieges 
of Terouenne and Toomay. For his conduct and bravery al the 
battle of Spurs, was made a Itnight banneret, by the king on the 
field ; aheitf of Staffordshire, 16 and a4 Hen. 7, and 51fen. 8, 
and of Leicestershire, and Wanvickshire, a Hen. 8. Ob. i5 
Hen 8> iSaS. Married Joan, daughter of Sir Wiiiiam Little- 
ton, Knt. son of ilie famous Chief Justice Littleton, (2) from whom 
she inheriiod Tixali,, and from her mother Helen, daughter and 
coheir of Robert Walsh, Esq. (2) and of Margery, daughtor and 
coheir of Sir Richard Byron, Knt. (3) WanJip, ei alia in Leicester- 
shire. Twosons: 

I. Edward, 

a. lYilliam married Eliaabeth Stapleton, of Cariion, Yock- 
ihire (2) and had issue Francis, (i) who in 1664, married Mary, 
daughter of Anthony Asdey, £sq. of Church-Eaton. 

Two daughters : 

1. Anne, married Thomas Curzon of CrojLall,£sq. from whom 
the puke of Dorset is descended, (a) 

9. Helen married first, Hugh Erdeswick of Sandon, Esq. (a) 
who died without issue. Second]y,JohnMorganjEsq. Sir John 



(a) Appendix V. (i) Appendix VI. 
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Astoik and his lady were, burled in Leigb cburcbj under a costly 
jnarble monuinenl, siUl entire, (i) 

X. Sir Edward Astou of Tixall, Knt. (i) slicriil oi Suflbrd- 
sbire, so, a6, and 5a Hen. 8 ; and 5 and 4 Philip and Maiy. 
Bnilt& mansion at TixaU i555. Ob. lO EUs. i568. Mamed 
fint, Bfaiy, dangfattr of Sir Henry Yttaon, Knt; wlio.died mth- 
out issue i^a5, and was buried at Wanlip j secondly^ Jane, 
daughter of Sir Thomas BoUcs, of Pcnho-casiJc, co. Monmouth, 
Knt. baron of the exchequer, who diedin i56a.(3) Three sons: 

1 . IVulter. 

a. Leonard, married Elizabeth Barton of Chester, relict of 
Creswell^ Esq. and was settled at Loogdon, co. Stafford. Had 
sons, and a daii|^ter Jane^ married to Henry Skipwiih, Esq. 

5. Ant<my> married Elisabeth Lawley of Spoon-hiU, co. 
Salop, (a) and had issue iwo sons and two danghien. They re- 
sided at Park-hall. ... 

Three daughters : 

I . Catherine, married Sir William Gresley, Knt. (a) from 
IKrhom the present baronet is descended. 

9. Mary, married Sir Simon Uarcourt, Knt. ancestor of the 
Earl of Qirconrt. (3) 

S. Frances, married Robert Needham of Shenion, Esq. an- 
oMorof Viscount Kilmorey. (2) 

Sir Edward Aston, and his lady, were buried under a stalely 
altar tomb of alabaster, in St. Mary's church, Stafford. 

XI. Sir Walter Aston, Knt. (1) was knight of the .shire G Edw. 
6. Was knighted hy Queen Elizabeth fur his brav ery at the siege 
of Leilh, near Edinburgh. Sheriff of Staflbrdshire 12 and 32 Elli- 
sabeth. Built Timall gatehouse. Ob. 1 589. Married Elizabeth, ^ 
daughter of Sir James Levescm, Knt. (2) Six sons : 

't. Edwards 



(a) Append y. 
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9. Robert, who had Leigh andParXhallj he married Joyce, 
daughter of William Dalyson, Esq. justice of the king's bench, 
and died in iGaS, having issue direc sons and three daughters ; 
his grand daughter Frances, an only child, carried the Leigh es- 
tate to ifaa Whitehalb. 

3. Richard was rector of Ldgb, and died 1603. Harried Julian 
Clei ke, widow, by whom he had three sons and foor danghieis* 

4. William of MUwich, ancestor of the present Lord Aston, (i) 
married Elizabeth, dan^hier of Waidive Willington of Hurley. 

5. Hastings, ol>. ccflcbs, i 586. 

6. Devereux, married^ lirsl, Goditha, widow of Richard Skef* 
^ngton, second, Margaret Betham, o. s. p. 

Six daughters} 

i« Jane (1) married mnUiam Groaipt<ni of Stone, (a) 

9. Margecy married Thomas Asdey, Esq. 

3. Eleanor (1) married William Pejto of Chesterton, co. 

Warwick, Esq. (2) 

4- Mary married Christopher Collier of £ar] Hyde, (now 
called Yarlet) Esq. 

5. Elizabeth (1) married IksU Fieldiog> ancestor of the EarlS 
of Denbigh and Desmond. (1) 

6. Catherine married first, SirSi^henSlanqr, lord mayor of 
London, Knt. secondly, SSr William ChvmynA of Ingestrie, Knt. 
thirdly, SirEdward Cope of Canon Asliby,co. Northampton, Knt. 

XII. SirEdward Aston, (i)Knt. vras a yfard of Queen Eliza- 
beth, and was knighted by her on his coming of age. In 56 
Eliz. was shcrifT of StafTordshire. Ob. i5g8, married first, 
Marv, third daughter of Sir Jolm Spencer, Knt. of Allhrop, co. 
Noriliamptou, by whom he had no issue. Second, Anne, only 
daughter of Sir Thomas Lacy of Charieeote, eo. Warwick, 
Knt. descended firom Hugh Capet, h) Three sons : 

m .1 — ^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^%) A^Mndix V, (t) AfpcndisVI. 
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of Lcc Sadler of Temple D'mesley, Herts, Esq. secoad sou of 
Sir Ralph Sadler. ' 
5. liioiaasof ihe1uaerTeinple,ob. cobL Four daughters : 
1. Joyce, inemed Sir MwdB Culpepper, ca. Oxan, Knt. 
a. Elizabeth, JlMrried£-^9ftn4bMh ef Bcoadffay, Worces- 
tershire, Esq. 

5. Anne, (i) married Ambrose Elton of Hasel, co. Uere> 

ford, Esq. 

4. Jaoe, married Thomas Elton, M. D. brother of Ambrose. 
Xin. Sir Waller Aston, (1) made Knight of the Bath at the 

coronation of James I. In 1611, created a baronet. .In 1619, sent 
ambassador into Spain to negociate a marriage between Qiai'les 
Prince of Walcs^ and the lufauta. In 1627, (3 Car. i .) created 
a Scotch peer, by the title of Baron Aston of Forfar in .Scotland. 
In 1635, aguiu sent ambassador to Spain, and returned iG38. 
Buried in St. Mary's, Stafl'ord. Married Gertrude Sadler of Stau- 
4on, CO. Herts, daughter df Sir Thomas, and grand daugh- 
ter of Sir Ralph Sadler, hnight banneret nho in i660y hf the 
death of her brother Ralpb/ wiihovt issue, Imme a gieat hei- 
ress. Five sons : 

I. Walter ob. infans. 

II. JValler^ second Lord Aston. 

3. Herbert, married dtherine, sister of Sir John Thimelby 
oflmham, co. Lincoln, Knt.(s) 
4..Thoans ob. infiuis. 

5. John. ' • ... 
Five daagiiters : 

T. Gertrude oh. infans. 

1. Uouoria died at Viuoria in Spain. 




(1) Appendix VI. 
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Frances^ married Sir WiUiam Persall of Canwell, co. 
Stafford, Kilt. (2) 

4. Gertrude, married Iloary Thimelby, brother of Sir Joha 
Thimelbj, and after her husband's death became a nmi at Lon- 
Tam» in Flanders. 

5. C^nstanitayinarried WvF^idUrofSt.Th<mias''Prioi}r, Esq. 
XIV. Waller, second Lord Asion. (i) Tool part with the 

lung in the great rebellion, and defended Liclificld, besieged by 
the rebels, for ig weeks. Ob. 1678, agfd (if). Ihiricd at St. 
Mnry's, Staflhrd. Married Lady Mary \V rston, second daughter 
of Richard Wesioa,Earioi Porliand, lordiiigh treasurer. (3) Four 
sons: . I.' • .'. . 

Thomas, manned Elisabeth^ dangler of Thomas Ogle of 
DissinKion, CO. Northumberland»£8«|.(i) 

' 3. Charles ob. inf. • • • i . 

4. William o. 8. p. . ' .1. '■ • • ' 
• Five daughters : 

1 . Elizabeth^ married Sir John SouthcQie of Mersiham, co. 
Surrey, Knt. (i) 

3. Frances, married Sir Edward Gage of Hengreate* Soffi>lk, ^ ■ 
Bart, (a) 

5, 4* Gertrude and Mary, died onmartied. 

5. Anne, married Henry Somersef, sonandhmr of Sir John 

Somerset, second son of llcury. Marquis of Worcester. (2) 

XV'. Walter, third Lord Aston. (1) Bom in i635. Sent to 
the Tower in 1680, on account of Oatcs's plot, and not released 
till ifiS/f. Same year made lord lieutenant of the county of Staf- 
ford. Ob. 1714, aged di. Married first, Llcanor, daughter of 
Sir Waltw' fitoimt of Soddington, county Woreesler, Bart. (3) 
and widow of Robert Kuighilcy of Offdrarch^ co: Warwick, 

(a) Appendix V. (1} Appendix VI. 
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Esq. who died in 1674 ; secondlj, Catherine, yoangest dftngfa- 
ter of Sir Thomas Gage of Firle, Bart, by whom he had no issue. 

Fiv'C sons : 

1 . EilwarJ died at Clermont College^ Paris, in iS'jQt aged 90. 

3. Francis o. s. p. }Gg\. 

3. ff^alter, fuurili Lord Astoii. 

4- Charles, born i664« captain of the band of Greenwich pen- 
sioners, hilled at the Boyne in j6go : unmarried. 
5. William ob. inf. Two daughters: Haij and Cadierina 

died unmarried. 

XVI. Waller, fourth Lord Aston. Bom about 1661. Ob. 
1744* Married, Marj, only daughter of Lord TliomasHoward, 
and sister to Thomas, and Ldward, eighth aud ninth Dukes oi'IVor* 
Iblkj (3) lineally descended firomEdward 1. King of England. Shs 
died inchildbedofherelevemh child, James^ 19 1735. Fi?e«»iat 

1. Walter. 

2. Edward Richard. • 

3. Thomas William Antony. 

4. Charles Joseph, all died before their father, 

5. James, ilfih Lord Asiou. 6ix daugUtcra ; 

Marjr and Anne ^ed'inCmis. * 
S. CatherineEliaabedi. 

4. Mary Anne died an infant. 

5. Margaretj a QunatParia. 

6. Eleanor. 

XVII. James, fifth Lord Aston. Bora 1723. Died 1749 of 
the small-pox. Married Lady Barbara Talbot^ eldest daughter of 
George, 14th Earl of Shrewsbury. (3) Two daughters coheiresses : 

1. Mary married Sir Waller Blonn^ of Soddingtoiu co. Wok^ 
cestcr, ^art. died i8o5. 

9. Barbara, married Hon. Thomas Clifford, (fourth son of 
Hugh, Lord Clifford of Chudleigh^} and died in the year 1786. 
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(H) TheGenealog}' ofthe Family of Cliffoiu), 

of TixaU. 

I. Fonts, s<Mi of William, Earl ofEa,(MMi of Richard I. Dake 
of Norninndy, grandson of RoUo) CUM Over with the Con* 

queror . Fu u r sons : 

I. Richard. 

3. Osberu, Lord of Longeney in Gloucestershire. 

9. Uroga or Dm, Loid of FVampton, which he left to his bro- 
ther Richerd. 

4. Waher, Lord of Lea, fai the Fbrest of Deane. 

II. Richard Fitzponts. HcIdLandoverjr-casttc, and thfrhiu»* 
dred of Byclmii in Wales, by grant of Henry I. Three sons: 

1. Simon, founder of Clifibrd Pnorjr in Herefordshire. 

a. Jfaltrr. 
3. lUcljiird. 

III. Walter, governor of Landorery and BrynUis castles in 
Wales : died iai6. Harried Mamret, dangler of Ralph de 
fToen J, Lord of Cliflbrd-castle, in Herefoidshire, and tool the 
name of Dc Clifford. Five sons: 

1. JFalter. 

3. Richard dc CliiTord, Lord of Frampton, and ancestor of the 
Cliflbrds of thai place. 

5. Roger de CI iil'ord, o. s. p. 

4. Simon, o. s. p. 

5. Hu|;h, o. s. p. Two daughters: 

1. Rosamond had issue by HenijIL two sons ; William Lon- 
HBSfic, Earl of Salisbury^ and Geoflrey nantagenet, ArcUn- 
shop of Yoii. 

7. Lucy nr Alice marhed Hugh, Lord Say , baron of RichardV 
castle, CO. UereTord. 
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IV. Waller dc Clifford, second Lord Clifford of Clifford-cas- 
tle, sheriff of Herefordshire, 1,8,9, and 17 John : ob. 7 Hen. 3, 
laiS. Married Agnes, sole daii-^hter and heir of Hogcr dcCimdy 
of Govenbjr and Gleiuhatn, co. Lincoln, by Alice, sole daugh' 
ter aad Imw to lYm. de Clraiueiy, Lord of Ccmnhy and Glen- 
thsm. Fivtsobst 

I. Walter, 

a. Roger married SikiUa, daughter and coheir of Robert de 
Ewyas, a grcAt baron, and widow of Lord Tregos: ob. i6 
Hen. 5, leaving iiBoe Ae^> aAemrdsIiOid CUfiic»d. 

3. Richard. 

4. Simon. 

5. Giles. Several daughters. 

y. Wahsr, third lofd, baran of ibo-iutdati oC W«kt» ^ 
Temor of Ctfiimanbai uid Cardigan-caMlMb as Hen. S : ob. 48 
Hen. S. Married tint, iuballa^ who died s. p. ; second, Marw 
garet, da ughter to Llewellyn, Prince of Wales. An only daa|^ 

ter Matilda, married first, William Longespde, (son of \yiUimi, 
EarJ of Salisbury,) great grandson of Rosamund Cliflord, by ^vhom 
she liad an only daughter and heiress Margaret Longespee, who 
brought Glifford-ca&tie in marrioge to Henry de Lacy, Earl of 
Lbiodnj taeoiuUj, fib Jobn GiflM of Bruasfiield, to. dou- 
c oii T , by whom sbo bad, tbwe daughters . 

VI. Bog^, fbtothLord Glaflbrd, be^ewaad ward of Wakw, 
third lord. Made governor of Mai&orough and Luggarsfaall- 
castles, Wiltshire. Joined the rebellious barons against Heniy 
III. J but afterwards returned to his allegiance, and fought for 
the king at Evesham. Obtained the wardship of Isabella, daugh- 
ter and coheir of Robert de Viponi, a great baron in Westmore- 
land. Was made justice of all the king's forests, south of Trent. 
In 5S Ken. 3, appointed one df the jostioes in Eyre for the cotqi- 
ties Rutland, Sanre]r» 3oathampion, Dorset, SomerMt, and Gteo- 
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ccstcr ; and was one of the guarantees for Robert dp Ferrers, Eml of 
Derby. In ^ 1 I Iin fiitjaj^ed in the Cnisade. In i Edw. i. mar- 

ried llieCuunlessofLoiraiue : ob. I 'iEdw. 1. One son, Roger, mar- 
ried IsabclJa dc Vipont, above-nienuoned, and was slain in a skir> 
inisb with the WebAi in his father'slife time, andburi^d in Anglesey. 

VII. Robert, fifth Lord Clifford, grandson of the last. Was 
engaged in the Scotch wan. In 1997, appointed fnsdce of aU 
the lung's forests north of Trent. In 37 Edw. i, king's lien- 
tenant, and captain-general in the counties of Cumberland, West- 
moreland, and Lancaster, and throughout all Aunandalc, and 
the marches of Scolland- Stinimoncd to parliament 28 Edw. 1 ; 
also 3o, 5 •, 54 Edw. 1, and i Edw. 2. Appointed Earl Mar- 
shal of England, and governor -ofNottinghajn-castle, 1 Edw. 3. 
Obtained a grant ofSktpton^stle 5 Edw. a. Slain at the battle of 
BannocKbonme in. 1 5 1 4, 8 Edw. 3. Married Ifatilda, daughter 
and coheir of Thoni is de Clare, second son of Richard, Earl of 
iGJouoesier^ lord of the honour of Clare in Ireland, which inho- 
ritance was divided among his daugfalors. Two sons i 

i. iloger. 
■ 3. Bobert. 

• One daugliter, Idonea> married Henij, Lord Percy. 
VIII«,« Roger, sixth Lord Clifford, attainted for taking part with 
Thomas, Earl of Lancaster, iSai, whereby, inUr oImi, his honse 
in London, called Oiflbrd's Inn« wiu fbrfeited. Restored in blood 
-t Edw. 3. Died onmarrleA the same year. 

DC. Robert, seventh Lord Clilford, brother of the lasi. Enter- 
tained Edward Baliol, Kin{^ of Scolland, at his casdcs ul Appleby 
and Brougham. lugEdw. 5, appointed warden of the marches of 
Cumberland, and Westmoreland, and captain-general of all the 
forces in those parts. IHiSEdw.S, was engaged in the Scottish 
wars : died 18 £dw. S« aged Sg. Married IsabeUa de Berkeley, 
■only daughter of Mamdcet Lord Berkeley, of Berkeley-castle. 
Three sons : 
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i» Hoberi» 

2. Roger, 

5. Sir Thomas de Clifford, Kut. who had lands in Thomond, 
in Ireland. From him descended Richard Qifford, Bishop ofVVor- 
ccsicr,in i/,oi , and of London, in 1407, wkoasisstedalthe Coun- 
cil of Consiancc, and was ihen appointed carduialj and nominated 
to the papacy, bat waved his daimin fcvoup of CardinafCoIonna. 

X. Robert, dghdi Lord aifford. He was under age when bis 
■ fetherdied, and a ward of Ralph de >cvill, first Earl of '^West- 
moreland, who marriod him to his sister Euphcmia, cousin gor- 
man loher husband. He luught at the IjatiK^ of Crocy when ouly 
sixteen years old, and was also at ihe baiUc of Poitiers iSS?. He 
died in France about i65a , wttlioatissoe. 

XI. Roger, ninth Locd Qifford, biother to the ksi, warder of 
themBrclwsofScoUand, and governor of Cariisle-castle : shcriflf 
ofGambeflsnd,5o£dw. 5.} knight banneret and hcadsherllV of 
'Westmoreland : ob. i5 Rich, a, 1 589. Married Maud, daugh- 
ter of Thomas de Beaochamp, Earl of Warwick. 

One son, Thomas. 

Two daughters: . «, u 

I. Mary, married Sir Thomas , Wentworlh, Of WeWWOrth 

■Woodhousc, CO. York, Knt. 

a Margaret, married Sir JohnMelton» Knt. 

Xn Thomas, tenth Lord Qifford. Summoned to parliament 
iS 14, 1 9 Richard a, : Married Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas^ 
IxidRosofHamlake. Three sons : 

1 John> eleventh LordClillord,vvasslainatMeauxmFrancc. 
His son Thomas, twelfth lord, slain at St. Albans. John^ ihiiw 

teenth lord, son of Thomas, '^'^^ J^^'^^^^'J^ 
fouricnih lord, son of John, called the Shepherd. Hwry, fif. 
leenih lord, son of Henry the Shepherd, created Eari of Cumber- 
land. George, third Earl of Cumberland lu. 
t6o5 and kftm only daughter and heiress. Lad/ Anne Qifford, 
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Counloss of Dorset, Pembroke, and Mouigomcry, who was Ba- 
roness ClilVord in her own right. Her daughter Margaret, mar- 
ri^ John, Eail of Tlumet, ^ose ion TlionMi had ivo daiigh- 
' len, among whom die buoBjofCliffofd was in ftbejrtnce. Lady 
Cadiarine dieddeit, marxwd Lord Vimont Soadei, son of dm 
Earl of RocVingham, by whom she had three sons, who died s. p. 
and a daughter Catherine, married to Eldward Southwell ut King's 
Weston, Gloucestershire, Esq. to whosa descendanls the barony 
of Clifford has since been confirmed. 

a. Sir William Clifford, Knt. governor of Berwick, and coa« 
stable of Bordeauxj o. s. p. 6 Hen. 5. 

S. Lewis. Otaia dang^ler Bbod, married first, Richard, Earl of 
Cambridge ; second,- JohnNevill, Lord Latimer. 

Xni. Sir Lewis Clifford, Knt. brother of John, eleventh Lord 
Clifford. Was a Knight of the Garter. In i3 Rich. i, signed 
a remon«:irance to the pope, with the king, peers, and other great 
men. In i5 Rich, a, sent ambassador to France j and again ig 
Piich. 2, to treat of a marriage between Isabel, the French king's 
daughter, and the King of England : ob. 6Hen. 4> i4<^4' 
son, WUliam, One daughter, married Sir Phillip la Vache. 

XIV. "WiUiam Cliflbrd, Esq. married Eluabedi, daughter and 
coheir to Sir Arnold Savage, Kut. : and widow of Sir Reginald 
Cobham, Knt. ob. i6 Hen. 6. Two sons: T. Lewis, from 
whom the Cliffords of Kent descended. a.Jofni. 

XV^ John, second son of William Ciiiford, married Fioreotia, 
daughter of John St. Legcr, ICsq. 

XVI. Thomas Clifford, b^sq. sou and heir of John, scaled at 
Borsombe, near Salisbnry, Willsfaire, married Thomasina, daugh- 
ter,.Mid (aftw die deadi of her brother William^ s. p. i Hen. 8.) 
bar of JohnThoipe, Esq. of King's Teignton, co. Devon. 
. XVU. WUliam Cliflford of Boisconbe and King^s Tesgnlon, son 
of Thomas, vairied Elisabeth Vauz of Odiham, co. Sondi^ 
ampton. 
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XVm. Hemy CKIfovd, son of Willi«n, married Huabeik 

Carrani, of Tumber, co. Somerset. 

XIX. Aaiouy Clifford of Borscomb, son of Henry: ob. i58o. 
Buried in Exier cathedral. Marred Anne, daughter of Sir Petet 
Courienay, Knt. ofUj^brooke, co. Devon. Three sons: 

1. Henry, from whom descended the Cliffords of Borscomb 
■nd King's Tetgutou, which line ended in a female, only dauglk- 
terand hear of Jamas Cli&wd, marrisd to Colonel BampfieUL 

9. Wiiltam. 

5. Thomas, 

One daughter, Magdalen, married first> John Ley, alias Kemp- 
thome of Tonacomb, Cornwall, Esq.j secondlyj LeooKid Vacy, 
of Fenton Vacy, Cornwall, Esq. 

XX. Thomas CiiO'ord of Ugbrook, county Devon, third son of 
Antony, served in the wars of the Neiherlands. Was afterwards 
D.D. ; ob. i6S4. Married Amy, daughter and heir of Hugh Sle- 

plehill, of firamblej co. Wilts, Esq. Two sons i 

I. Hugh. 

3. Thomas. 
Four danghlcrs. 

XXI. Hugh Clifford of Lgbrook, took up arms for the king in 
, the Scottish rebellion in i^Z^ and was colonel of a.regiment of 
foot, bttt died the same year. Iforried Margaret, daughter of 
Sir'George Chtidleigh of AshKm, co. Deyon, Bart. Two sons : 

1. ThomaSt afterwards Lord Clifford. 

1 . George, married Elizabeth , daugh ter of George Price oCEshcr, 
Surrey, uikI had i>sae George, bis sou and heir, £Uxabeih and 

Margaret. 

XXII. Thomas, born at Ugbrook, Aug. i. l6So. Student of 
law in the Middle Temple, twice siemb«r of parUamentlbrToc- 
ness, made a hnight, served with the Dohe of York in the great 
sea fight with the Dutch^ June 3» i665, and afterwards at Bergen 
in Norway. Was sdnl to treat with the kings of Sweden and Den- 
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mark. In 1666, in two other great sea-fights with the Datcb. 

Snmc year, made coniplrollor of his majesty's household, and 
5\\oiii<.l ihc privv fount il. Afterwards, lord commissioner of 
the treasury, aud ui 1GG6, treasurer of the household. Created 
Baron Clifford of Chudlcigh, April aa, 1677; and same year ex- 
ecuted the office of principal secretary of state, and was made 
lord high treasurer, and treasurer o£ the exchequer. Resigned 
June 19, 1675, and died' the same jrear, aged forty-three. Mar. 
ried Elisabeth^ daughter and coheir, of William Martin of land- 
ridge, CO. Devon, Esq. Seven sons: 
■ 1 , 2, botli Tliomas : died infants. 
5, 4, Thomas, George. : died unmarried, 

5. J/ugh. 

6. Simon. 

7. Charies. Eif^t daughters : 
1. Eliaabedi : bb. inf. 

s.. Elisabeth, married Heniy, only son of Sir Thomas Carew 

of Haccombe, co. Devon, Bart. 

3. Mary, married Sir Simon Leech, K.B. 

4. Amy, married John Courtney of MoUand, co. Dctoo, 

Jlsq. 

5. 6, 7, 8, Catherine, Anne, Rhoda, Isabel, died uuniarnod. 
XXIII. Hugh, second Lord Clifford of Chudleigh : ob. 1 750. 

Married Anne, daughter and coheir of Sir Thomas Fkestou of 
Fumess Manor, co. Lancaster, Bart. Nine sons ; 

] . Francis : ob. inf. 

3. Thomas, married Charlotte, Countess of Ncwburg, and 
left issue two dauj^htors : Frances, who died unmarried, and 
Anne, who married Coimt Mahoni of JXaples, and was grandmo^ 
thcr to Prince Giustiuiani of Rome. 

3. Francis, died iu Germany, aged 19. 

4, 5, 6, 'William, George, Charles: ob. inf, 
7. Hugh, bom 1700, 

3. Heniy ; obi c^ 
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9. Lewis Walter : fliotl young. Six (lanr;liters : 
1. Elizabolh, inan loJ lirsl, William Couslahlc, Viscount Dun- 
bar ; adly, Charles, only son of Thomas, Lord Fairfax. 

3, 3, Caiherine aod Marjr, nuns at Ghent in the Netherlands. 

4. Anne, iparriedGeoige Oaij, of Torruabbe]r,co. Devon, Eaq, 
$, Amy, married Cuihbert G>iistable of Burtonf<}on»lahl^ 

CO. York, Elsq. son of Francis Tunstall ofVVy cliff, Esq. by Cecily, 
daughter of John, Viscount Dunbar, who by the will of William, 
Viacount Dunbar, his unde, inhehted the estate, and took the 
name of Constable. 

6. Preston, a nun at Ghent, 

XXIV. Hugh, third Lord Clifford: ob. 1752. Married Eliza- 
beth, daughter and coheir of Edward Blount of fflagdon, coon* 
ty Devouj Esq. (youngest son of Sir Geoi|^ Blount, Bart.) and 
nsier to Mary, Duchess of Norfolk. Four sons : 

1. Hugh, fourth Lord Clifford, father of Charles, now Lord 
Clifford. 

3. Edward of Quannore Park, near Lancaster, who died un- 
married. 
3. Henry : ob. inf. 

4< Tktmas, k9m afi«r his fathoms decease. 

Two daughters: 

1. Elisabeth: ob. inf. 

a. Mary, married Sir Edward Sinythe of ActoorBunieO,. co. 

Salop, Bart. 

XXV. Hon. Thomas Clifford, bom August 173a. In his 
youth a moiisquetuire in the service of liis most Christian ma- 
jesty Loui^ XV. : ob. June 16, 1787. Married in 1761, Barbara, 
youngest daughter and coheir of James, fifth Lord Aston^ who 
died August a, 1786. Eight sons: 

1. Thomas ffugk, 

3. Edward James : ob. inf. ^ 

V 
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3. Henry, barrister at law : ob. i8i3. 

4. Walter, in huly orders, died ai Palermo, 1806, 

5. James Fraucis. 
Arthur. 

7. Le?ri8, twin with Arthur, died unmarried" i8o6. 

8. George Lambert. 
FEve daughters : 

X. Barbera-Eliaabeth : died onmftnied 179?. 

a. Mary, married in December 1792, Charles, son andbeirof 
of Sir William "VVolselcy, Bart. ; and died ip 181 1, leaving issue 
William Speucer, born Oct. 1799' 
• 5. Aune. ^ 

4. Lucy Bridget^ married Juie i4i 1796, Thomas Wdd of 
Iinllworth«Bstle, Dorsetshire, Esq. and died in i8i5, leaving 
issue one daughter MarjrLucj, bom 1799* 

5. Constantia. 

XXVI. Thomas Hugh, son of the Hon. Thomas Cliflbrd, bom 
Dec. 1762. Created a Baronet December 97, i8i4- Married in 
1791, Mary Macdonald Chichester, second daughter of JohA 
Chichester of Arlington, county Devon, Esq. 

One son: Thomas Aston, bomMa^S, 1806. 

Two daughters ; 

1. Blhiy Baibara* 



Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 



I 



Digitized by Google 



( i65) 



APPENDIX.~No. I. 

TlieiB is a considerable diflercncn of opinion among the 
antiquaries, respecting the measnro^; and divisions of land in 
Domesday-book J as well as concerning the rank of the dif- 
ferent classes of persons then employed iu agriculture. For 
this reason, and because the natture and history of that singular 
book, though often spoken of^ are in general bnt imperfectly 
known ; 1 have Uionght that it ivoold not he onacceptable to the 
reader^ to see in this place a concise acciMmt of the book itself, 
together -with an explanation of the terms most commonly em- 
ployed in it. This account is chiefly extracted from the Appen- 
dix to Nash's 'Valuable " History of Worcestershire," compared 
with a MS. on the same subject, by Dr. Wilkes : which has been 
published by the Rev. S. Shaw> in the *' General History" pre- 
fixed to his ^ Histoiy of Staffordshire." 

The di?irion of this kingdom into parts, most be coeval with 
the estabUshment of a regular government throughout the whole 
kingdom. Alfred, then, was not the first who divided England 
into districts or counties ; mention being made of sucli division 
in the laws of Ina, and in other places. He only revived what 
had been done before, making many alterations and improve- 
ments i and causing a general survey of his dominions to be made 
in what is caQed the BoUo/ JVinehester: perhaps firom its be- 
ing k^l in the monastery of his fonndatio^i there, or from his 
mak^ that dty his fiivonrite residence. This survey bemg lost; 
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or from the change of divisions, tenures^ or property^ super- 
leded, William the Conqueior made a second very accurate sar- 
vejr callied Doinesday-book» whidi is in wonderfiil p teiei f stio n 
at this daj. It contains a surrey of all the counties in En(^bnd, 
escept Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland/ Durham, 
and part of Lancashire : \^'hich counties were never surveyed ; 
perhaps on account of the king's death, or the inroads of 
ihcir neighbour Scotland ; with which kingdom they were con- 
stantly at war . and therefore the lands could not be certified to 
be of much value. It consists of two volumes. The first is a large 
fd&o, findy written on SSs donble pages of vellum, m a small but 
plain character, and in donble columns on eadht pa^. These- 
cond volume is a qnano, vrritten on 45o double pages of vellum, 
in single columns, in a fair character, somewhat larger than thac 
of the other volume. This contains the counties of Essex, Nop> 
folk, and Suflblk ; part of the county of Rutland is included in 
IVorihamplonshire, and partofLancasiiire in the counties of York 
and Chester. This survey was begun in the 14th, and iinishcd in 
the aoth year of the reign of William the G>n<{ueror; as appears 
from' the Goneurrent tes^ony of several ancient writers, and 
from the followingentiy made at the end of die second vdume, 
by a hand of- the time^ in Italian capitals : "Anno llCllenmo Oc* 
tagesimosextoabincamatione Domini, vigesimo veror^ni Wil- 
liclmi est facta ista descriptio non solum per hostres comilattis, 
etiam per alios." 

e . The Saxon Chronicle, published by Bisliop Gibson, thus ex- 
presses the occasion and manner of inukiug this survey. 

After this, the Ling held a grand council, and deliberated 
with his noUeSj in what maimer, and by whom this land should 
be inhabited ; for dus purpose, he sent his servants throughout 
all England, and into every county, with a power to en()uire 
how many houses were ctmtained in each coun^ } what landsiand 
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fli)c:\s in it belonged to the king, and what subsidies it Ought to 
pay yearly. He also authorised them to take au account how 
mndi land belonged to the ardibisliop, Inshop, abbot, andeari: 
and in short, what lands and flocks belonged to eachEngUshmant 
and the Talae thereof in money. Ifo ordered them to nmey iho 
lands so diligently that there should notbe a Aui^, nor even a yard 
of land, nor indeed (what is shameful to relate, though he was 
not ashamed to cause it to be done) an ox, or a cow, or a hog 
omitted, but what should be brought into the account and deli* 
vered to him in writing." (i) 

Odier authors give nearly the same account of the occasion of 
maUng this smref > and its anthoritj : That every ono being 
content with his emu, should not.widi impunity encroach upon 
anoiher^s right ; the king's name being set do^Yn iirst, and then 
the names of the nobles according to their ranks : thoso 
namely, who held of the king in capites which book is called 
Domesday-book j or more correctly, as in the Saxon language, 
Domboc : that is, the book of judgment ; because when any dis- 
pme arose concerning any point therein comainad, reeoafceiwM 
had 10 this repordas deoisiTe and unalterable. Even the Gonqua* 
vor himself is said o(ken to have yielded to the superior audio* 
rity of this bookj and renounced his claim. It is then deservedly 
called ldb» Judicatorius : because it is the only trial of ancient 
demesne, against which, for the uncontroulable certainty thereof, 
there can be no averment, and therefore in that respect it resem-t 
bles the doom and final judgment. 

G)mnussioners were appointed by the Concperor tomake diia 
survey in different parts of the khigdom. Thejhad power to ad* 
minister oaths, and summon a jury, which was generally of the 
€OU]|ty. Among these was I^omigius, Bishop of Lincoln, Waller 
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(i) Cbroo. Sbe. p. p. i88, aun. io85. 
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Giffaid, ilic carl j Henry- de FerrerSf and Adam, broUier of 
£udo, .llie king's cup-heai cr. 

Selden, iu his prei'ucc lo Eadmcras, p. 4i speaking of Domes- 
day-book, says, he doesDOi think, ikftt in the wholejChrisiian world, 
• there is any public Irecofd of eathority, bat what is some ages 
* later than this. Indeed, the great care taken to preserve it in 
the perfectiou in which it now is, is a sulTicient proof of the con- 
setpience and importance this record was deemed to be of to the 
public. It was kept in tho treasury, with the king's seal, under 
three diflcrcnl locks, die koys of which were in the custody of the 
treasurer, thaiuberlain, and deputy-chamberlain of ihe exche- 
quer : and the book was not to be opened, bat on paying a fee 
of 6s. 8d. In the year 1696, it was deposited among other va- 
luable records in ^e-chapter-honse at Westminster. 

Heame^ after inserting a table of the abbreviations used 
in this snnrej, in his preface to a collection of discourses 
of several learned Enf,'lish antiquaries, adds, " I have often 
wished this record was primed entirely, there being no survey of 
any other country equal to it. The aucienl llonian itineraries 
have been always valued, and deservedly; yet they are trifles in 
comparison of this most admirable sanrcj, done with so mndi 
exactness, and so much diligence, as would he hardly credible, 
were it not certain, that the Nonnans were resolved to make 
best use of their conquest, and to secure every inch of ground to 
themselves." 

Nothing was however done towards such a publication, till 
the house of lords, in 17(57, determined to publish their jour- 
nals, and other poblic records j when llic publishing of Domes- 
day-book was strongly urged by several gcndcmen, anxious 
that so valuable a record should not be entirely lost, in case of 
any accident happening to the original; and who were also de- 
sirous that the public should be made ac quamted with a book of 



Digitized by Google 



( i69) 

mttch eiariority, and some use, hitherto known only to n few. 
In consequence of which, the board of treasury referred thd 
maltor to the society of antiquaries, to consider whether it would 
be most advisable to have it printed with types, or to have a fac 
simile copy engraved (rem the original. Upon cuquiry of many- 
eminent printers, it was urged, that the combining and shifting- 
types of a great varie^ of characters with very minute diflGsrenceSt 
would be attended with many more errors than are met widi in 
common boohs ; and that a careful tracing of the original en^* 
graved on copper plates, would give the most favourable and 
exact copy that could be obtained. This opinion being stated to 
the board of treasury, their lordships ordered an estimate to be 
made of the expense of engraving the book ; and one was accord- 
ingly given in, amountfaag to upwards of ao,ooo/. which was 
thought much too large a sum for such a business. A resolntioii 
was therefore taken to print it at the public eaqpence wllb ^TP^ i 
which has been completed, and serves to shew, that infinite indus- 
try, and great abilities^ will fjet tlie better of almost any difliculty. 
It was printed by Mr. Nichols, the inventor of the types, under 
the direction of Mr. Farley, a very able man, who had been fa- 
miliar with it, and other ancient records, for forty years. For 
legal purposes, Domesday4>ook may perhaps be consulted aboa| 
ten times a year ; but for curiosity or private purposes mudt 
ofkenev* 



Hida^ a hide of land. He quantity of land under several de- 
nominations^ appears to vary in the several counties in Domes- 
day. In Leicestershire, a hydc was 12 carucatrs. 

The virgale, or yard-land, was the fourth part of a hide, and 
contained from 1 5 to 40 acres. 

CarucatOf from carrucOt charrue, a plough, consisted of as 
much aiaUe land, as a team could plough and sow in a yeart 

X 
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This must be clifTcrcnt in difTercnt soils : not less than 80 acrWy 
nor more lhaii 120. This word is often conlounded whh corna 
and earned ; and binnctimes put lor the iainc thing : cwini; f>(leu 
10 the abbreviation, which the Gorman scribes were very fond 
of: Uumgh coruea ngniSes theplonghj cart, or team, and ca- 
rueata, wbat vre call the team's tillage. The bide also ap- 
pears to have been arable land, and u oonsidefed bjnai^ as 
nearly syuoiiimous "with the carucaie, though always in Domes- 
day distinguished from it. Some are of opinion that the hide 
denoted llie Confessors measure, and the carucaic that of the 
Conqueror. Perhaps the hiile was tlie dotioniination of inclosed 
land, and the carucate of land lying in open field. A hide was 
supposed sufljcient to support a house or family. 
. AatepraU* As the ploughed ground is commonly measuredby 
lude or carucate, so is the meadow land by acres. 

Sihm, sUvula, and nemtts, are the terms for woodland in this 
survey. 

Leuva and teuca arc synonimons, and generally understood to 
mean a mile. Quarcntcna a furlong, or eighth pan of a nule. 

f^il/ani, villans, bondmen, though above tlie rank of scn>i, 
or bordarii^ Jieid their laudi by base tenure, and all their pro- 
perty was at the will of the lord. 
. #^t/!(bi#r^g[anl!tm<, were bound 

manor: Villans in gross immediatdyto the person of the lord, 

and his heirs, and were transferable from one owner to another. 

Servi. The condition of these people diflercd in many in- 
stances from that of the villans. They are, all tlirougli Domes- 
day-book, distinguished from each other. Their condition va- 
ried uLso in ihc several countries of Europe at ditVcrcnt periods. 
The curious reader will find a very particular account of them in 
** Du Fresne's Glossary," under the word Servus, 

^onfarM were tenants of a less servile condition, who hdda 
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hord or collage, wiih land, on condition of supplying ihe lord's 
table with small provisioDSj doing his domestic work, or even 
any base service he niight require. The condiiiou ol ihcse men 
was probably much tlie same as that of the slaves in the West 
Indies, or of the peasantry in Russia, ^t this day. 

Flai^ dBoem soiidas* The shilliiig consisted of twelve pence, 
end was equal in wdgbt to jKunething more than three of onr 
shillings. So that the Nonnan pound consisting of twentjr soch 
shillings was 3/. 3S. of onr present money. 

The Saxon shilling was valued nt 5(1. and 48 of them went to 
the pound : one of their pennies being three limes the weight of 
our silver penny. It is observable that there was uo such piece 
of money as the shilling coined in this kingdom, till the year 
*i5o4* 

The penny was andendy the only cnirenl silver coin, till about 
die reign of King John, or 7 Edw. i * according to odiers, ^en 
the silver halfpence and farthings were mtxodnced. In the year 

i55o, King Edward III. began to coin large pieces, which from 
their size obtained the name of groats. Crowns and halt^^rrowns 
were first coined in i55i. 

In dominio est una carucata. Thq land in demesne was 
liree of dane-geld, adUiRry service, and all odier chaiges. 
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No. 11. 

The foondattoii, and other principarEx cMtit un^mA pene* 
Charters of ihe Priory of St. Tho-1 Walt. Fowler, de Si, 
mas. ) Thoma Mmig, 1680. 

1. Sciant, etc. Quod Ego Gerardos de Sufford films Brien 
Dedt etc. in pnram et peq»etiiam Eleemosyiiam Sancto Thomtr 
etc. Totani terrain meam quam tcnui de Episoopo Cestrensi. 
sc. a Kinesbroc usq : ad Wilhidenslad in Longom^ et in T^t^m 

a via dcTichcshall usque in aqitam sc. Sowe, et de aquA quan- 
tum special ad illam terrain. Hanc autcni tcrram, etc. pro sa- 
lute aiiJiucc mea; etc. dcdi cl conccssi Canoaicis quos Albinus 
Abbas de Derebi tradtdlt mihi ad sernendum ibidem Deo, et 
S«nct« Manse, et Sancto Thomsej libere, et sine snbjectioiie alio* 
nas Domfts. lllis nominatim, et omnilins illis qui cum ilUs et 
post illos ibidem Domino servient Canouids concessi prsenomina* 
tarn terram solntam liheram et quietam. Ego autem ero advo- 
catus corum ct protector raemorati Loci contra omnes, ita ut 
nihil auforam inde vcl addam ad nocentiam Domiis contra consi- 
lium PVatrum. Test, lierv.yicecum^ Ivone de-JVIuttuUi Pagano 
de Wastneys, Nic. de Cotes, etc. : 

a. RicardusDeiGratift Coventreusis Episcopus Omnibus Homi- 
wbns tarn Francis quam Anglis, tam prsesouibus quam fnlnris 
jEtemam in Domino salatem. Iilorerids nos de consensu et assensa 
Capitnlomm nostrorum Gov. et Licbf. pro Salute Animss nos> 
trss, etc. et pro Salute lllustrissimi Regis Henrici II. conces- 
sissc ct dedissc inpuram et perpetuam Elcemosynam Deo et Sanctae 
MariaeetEcdesise Saucti TUomae Marty risdeStall'ord et Canouicis 
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ibidem Deo servientibus quam nos Fundavimus BurgagiiunTho. 
Gapellani inLichiicld libere <*t quiete ab omni seculan Servilio in 
pcrpetuum possidondum. Concedimus cliam Ecclesioe el Canoili<i» 
cis pr.vdictis ibidem Deo servienlibus el in poslerum serviluriS 
congruum Housbotc, viz. mercmium ad rcparandam Ecclcsiam 
soam praedictam, Campanilia et omnia alia xditicia iuira sep* 
taPrionitAs jam aedificaia etc. perclplend. debcMwa noftromthi 
forestam five Gbaciam de Kannock, et Haybote etc. Coneediiinii 
mraper eisdem Priori et Conventui et successoribns snis Has* 
bote etc. ad reparandam Grangiam suam de Ocberton etc. ' Con* 
cedimus cliam eisdem moriuum boscum undecunque in tOlO nos- 
troBosco vocal Ic Kannock suflicienter ad comburendiun intra 
Prioratum diciae Ecclesiic. Couccdimus ctiam etc. dictis Canoni- 
di C ommna e in BtMoro aostris in manerio nostro dcBcrkcswich 
com omnibus amis snis etc. *G>ncedinias etiam etc. totam 
Aqnam de Som k Stanford nsqne le Watnr Wending cum qua- 
dam placea maria vocata le Kocholme et Dnmetum qnod [aMt in 
longitudine inter terram et pratum nostrum de Halgfa etpntnm 
delScepcswach. His testibus Clcricis nostrisWilliehno Capellano 
etc. El nos Prior ci Cnpii. Ecclesioe Catbedr. Coventrens^ pi«^ 
missis omnibus et singulis consilium pra?buimnset consensum, et 
quantum ad nos perlinet iu perpeiuum approbamus, etc. Et 
nos Decanns et Capit. Ecdesie Gatliedr. Lichfield, prwmissis 
omnibus et singulis consilium pnebnimus etconsensum, acea 
quantum ad nes attinet in peipetnnm approbamns. In quorum 
Testimonium Sigilla nostra fecimus his apponi. Dat. in manerio 
de Heywood. 

5. Ricardus Dei GraiiA CoventrensisEpi<;copns Omnibus Sancta 
MairisEcclesiee filiisadquosproescntos T.iic rrepervcnerini Salutcm 
in Domino, Justum est etsacrieDevououis plcnnm ut o;, qua; locis 
leligiosb 6delinm devotione collata esse noscumur, ab auioriiaic 
Episcopal! accipiant firmamenlum. Hinc est quod Pasiorali af- 
lectione inducti Ecdesiie Sancti Thomas Martjrris de Stafford, et 
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CftOOiiiicis ibidem Deo servicniibus et in postcrum servitnris, Lo- 
CQm ilium qucin de nobis Goradd dc SialTord jure tenuit baeredi- 
tario in quo Ecciesiam eorum ipsius Gcraddi coucessiune funda- 
vimus, nec non et alia nve <x nosUo sive ex alio^um dono eis pie- 
jtttis mtnitn collata praesentis scripii audiontate coBfiimaTim«s« 
qiue tpectalilnis Tocabulis digonm doxunu opiimere. Eac 
dono noitio mokadinum cum sugno etdumcto juxia Mulnedigk 
|p9t stagno adhserentc, quod qoidom noleiidiaiuii ipsi propriift 
suinpiibus fcccruni. ^'cc non Estmoram quae est contra molsa* 
dmuin ex altcri parte aqiuc apud Bcrccleswich. Praetcrea pra- 
turn quod spcciabai ad uiaucrium nostniin dc Ecclcsbali quod 
fxebrii inundatioae aqaamm sopiitt deperire solcbat pro quo 
.eUam memorati fratres opank'tna knpeiua alind prattoa taiu'eo 
ndins el frnctapsias ad opus noistnim apud Eccleahall etsatta* 
verant. Nec non terrain noflram da Oribreton quam Mabilia et 
baTcdes ejus de nobis tenueruut. Item duo Burgagia inLich- 
tield^ viz. Burgagium Tbomae Presbytcri, et Burgagium Robb. 
Item libcrtaicm piscandi in Sowa et Pcncrigh, item congruom 
Husboie, FiriJ>otc, ci Hcibote undecunque in Bosco uostro, quiet 
tauciam paunagii propriorum porcorum suonuu, et commaoi- 
onem pastum nwnerii uostii de Beredfefwidi. Ei dono Ahoi 
da Hagiugaia coltaram snam juzta' Kiniduoc. Ex dono AX- 
dithee lotam terram aiaam de Orbreton concesrione Ecclefig da 
Stafford. £x dono Nic [Mauveysin] dc Cotes tepiem acras ierr« in 
CfPtes, et licentiam firmandi molendinum super Kinisbroc juxta 
formam Cyrographi ipsius. Ex dono Rob. dc Orberton el liaTC-* 
dum suorum conccssione dni Rob. dc Staflbrd, el Rob. del Dccc, 
ciloli. dc Hoptoua ires acras terrae et dimid. in Orbreton et li- 
ccatiam iirmandi molendinum et vivafiuni suum Kineabroc. 
Item ex dono uostro eandem licentiam. Ex dono Bogeri . 
et Hemaldi de Orberton licentiam finnandi molendinum super 
Kinisbroc, item pratnm quod eis Tendidit Aldewinus filius Golde> 
wm de feodo nostro sicut ejus Gyrogrqpbnm testatur. Ex dono 
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Badulphi Archidiaconi domos suas in Su£Ebrd j et ex concessit 
one Cbrisdansc de Wulvcrunc Hamton tcrram in qu& iUac domus 
sitae sunt, juxia formam scripioruni ipsonim. Ex dono Honrici 
(il. Archidiaconi llflia? terram suain quae est juxn pr.pdictas do- 
mos secundum lot aiam C/rograpbi ipsius. £x douo 6icphaui do 
Devenpori et Alfewxni GbfiM temm raim in I&legtona. Haec 
lUique quae prtenominata tont, vel que in posumim eb Ganonica 
^Uata fuerint confinnanles snb inlenninalione Anathematis pro- 
hibemiis nn quis cis molesdam aliquam iuferre pnesumal vel 
gravamen. Tcslibus Ric. Decano Lich(old. Ecclcsiae. Alano Archi- 
diacono Stafford. Ric. Arcliidiac. Salop. Magistro I\o!) de Maya. 
Magislro Gallrldo deLeulOn. iSigcllo Capeilaao. Andrea GitVard. 
Magistro Waltcrode Lillesbiria. Gaifrido Reciore. lUcarUo Dapi- 
fero. Gilberto Yorm Camerario. Geraddo fiUo Brien. WilUelmo 
Clerico Stafford, at nuillis aUis. . 

Thomas Prior atConyflnina EcdeaiaeOithadndis Coventre, etc. 
, IVoverit Universitas Vestra nos ratas habere ot acccptas Donatio* 
pes in omnibus Libertaiibfis suis quas Venerabilis Dominus Noster 
Ric. Coventr. Episropus intuitu caritaiis in puram ct perpeluam 
fllecniosynam contulit Dro et Ecclcsite Saudi Thomic Marlyris de 
Stafford et Cauonicis ibidem Deo servicntibus, quaiu el ipse iu 
Dominic sue fundavit et cariarum suarum testimonio confirr 
mayit. 

4' Univer^s Chruli Fiddibiis prasens Scriptom yisons vel aor 
dituris R. Dei Gratis Cqv. et Lid>f.Episcopas salutam aeternam in 
Ppmino. Privilegia dtlectorum in Cbristo filiorum virorum Rcligio- 
sorum Prioris ct Convcntus Sancti ThomaeJdartjris juxia Stafford 

luspcximus ill haec verba. Celpsiinu.s Episcopus Servus Scrvorum 
Dei, Dilcctis lilii.s Vy'iov'i rt palrihus Sancli Thomap Martyris juxla 
Stafford tam prwsenlibus quam luluris rogularcm vitani profcssis in 
perpetuwn. Quociens a nobis petitur qu^e rcligioui ct bonestati 
conyentre dinosciinr animonos decet libenii concederc, ci juxta 
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petentiam voluntatem Consentaneam raiioni cfTectuin congraom 
impertiri. Eapropter dilccli in Domino filil vcstris juslis pos- 
tulalionibus clcmentcr annuimus, ct prrefatam Ecdesiam Sancti 
Tlioma? in qui divine estis obscquio ninncipati sub Bcali 
Pciri et nosir^ protectione suscipimus et pru;<>cnus scripii privi • 
Icgio coinnvnimiM. •Imprimis riquidem stamenles ul ordo Ca- 
nonicus qui secnndiim Denm et Bead Angiutiiii r^iulam in 
eodemloconosdmr iiptitntiis perpetnis temporibos mTiolabili- 
ter obsenretnr. Pneterea qnaictrnqoe possenioneSj qnftcwiqae 
liolia eadcm Ecclesia imprsesentiarum juste et canooice possidet, 
vcl qiife concessionp pontificum, larfptionp Rofriim, vel Princi- 
punijoblatiouo Jideliuni, seuabis justis modisDeo propicio potcril 
adipisci firma vobis vesirisquc successoribus et illibata pernja- 
neant. In quibusj hsec propriis diuiimtis ei^riinenda vocabulis. 
Terras qaas dedenml vobis VemsrabilisFrater noster Ricardns Go- 
▼entr. ^jMSCOpiisetGeraddasfiliiisBriende Stafford. Terram vis. 
de Soepewas cum ripis suis» prBtis,ec pisoaturis, et cam omnibus 
aliis perlinentiis suis, in qu& terra preedicta Ecclesia vestra sitaet 
fundaia est. Cisiam aquae de Kinesbroc quam dcdit vobis Nic. de 
Coles, ct cTtcri vicini ad quos eadem aqua pertinebal, ad facien- 
da ibidem molendiua ci vivaria, et septcm acras lerrre in Cotes ex 
done ejusdem Kic. de Cotes. In Orberton terram quam ex 
dODO Alditbfle et concessione R. Decani, et Adm Canonki ei to- 
liiis capitoli de Stafford babetis. In eAdem Odterton dim. 
lema, ei tres acras, et selionem ex dono Rob. de Orberton. Bt 
ipsii Orberton terras quas cx dono Ricardi Emaldi etGnantni ha- 
betiii. In c&dcm villd ex dono Ricardi Covcnir. Bpiscopi homagium . 
Bcmardi ct serv icium ejus etterrrr sufp. Ex dono ejusdem Pralum 
juxia Domum vesiram quod ad Eccleshall olim spectabat, ct ex 
iiltora parte qua- versus Stokes totam Estmoram cum duineto inter 
Mulucdich ct aquam, et licentiam (irmandi molendinum et stag- 
num super a^puun de Sowe, et libertatem piscandi in Sowe et 
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Pencriz et commun. paslura in mancrio de Bercicswiz, el 
quictauciam paunagii piuprioium porcprum vestrorum in Bosco 
EpUcopali. b lichfield duo Burgagia «x dono ejusdem so. 
R. Covenm E^^aoapi^ tfm fait Tbo. Preabyteri et qtue fait 
Rob. Ex. dono Gsffisdi Salvtgii 4 vixgaias feme in Daran- 
desthorp com omnibus p«ciin. suts. Ex dono Symonis d« 
Falmcrisham unam Hidam terra? in Famcrisham. Ex dono Rob* 
de Boc otaliorumdc Hopton 'J'crram dc Hetbon, ot lotum Black- 
hull et conimiiii. pastura; ojusdciQ \ ilhe .s( < unduni c artas corum. 
In territorio de Hayeneyate unum cuituium icrra* juxia Kjnes- 
broc, ft aliam coltmram circa Qaeimedale. In l^estrond teas. 
acras lefiw oc dono Ivonis (de Mmion) eam coipp^ sno. In 
Ricardeacote pfatam qnod. diciCor. Brocage ex dono- Reginaldi 
Gawte. InHalcton ex dono Phil, de Pfeugent^ et Milanae, dimid. 
vii^t. terrae. In c&dem villi!^ ex dono Stephani ct Phil. Diouis dim. 
virgal. lerrae. In Aldcion raansuram ct tol'tum cum trihus acris 
Icrrae ex dono Rob. dc Kincester. In Siaflbrd Burgagia qua; Ge- 
rard fil. Brien, Hugo Ll. Petri, Will. Bagod, W. Lrsus, Adam 
.do Ovenenll, Nic. de Bnrton, Alda de Beaucbampt dedenmt yobis* 
Sane .nQvalivm vestroram ^pue proprits manibai toI ran^iibat 
wlitid, nve de nntrimenlia animalinm Teetn>nun nnlloa k TObia 
.decimas cxigere ,vel es(lon|uerc prsesumat. Liccat quoque vobia 
clericos vel laicos liberos ct absolutes e scculu fugicnies od con- 
versiounni recipere, ct cos absq. contradirtione aliquii ictiuere. 
Proliil>enms insuper nt nuUi frairum veslrorum post faciain in 
Loco vesiro profcssionem fas sit nisi arctioris religionis opicutu 
da. CO discedere. DiicedeiMtein vero ebsqoe cominunidmJiiieraf 
nun cauiione nvlliu audeai retinare. : Cnin autem Generale Inter- 
dictum TeiT«e foerit, liceat vobia clausis Jannu, exclusis ezcom- 
municatis et interdictis, non pulsatis campanis snpprcssA voce 
divina ofTiria t plobrain Prohibemus insuper ne quis in vos per 
Ecdetiam vesiram cycommuaicaUonis vel interdicii sentenliam 

Y 
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sine manifesli cl rationabili cciusA promulgare prmstlmat. Sepul- 
furam prseterca ipsius Loci liberam esse deccrnimus, ut eorum 
devotioni esttteOka! toluntati qui se iliic sepeliri deliberaTeriai 
hM ^6biittmMcaA iel iataidicii unt, noJlna olisiflttt. SaWa 
timtia juMitMl illiniitt Ecdenarnm k qaSSnu ioranoortMn ttoipom 
islmiitiAilnr; Obeunie vera ejusdon Ldct Priore T6l «o » h i h 
^lidKbit hicccssorum, nuUni. rab quAlibet subreptioiiit wtiltiA 
seu vioIt>nti^ prceponattir nisi <|Mm frairefi dommuni consdnsd 
out major pars consilii sanior ...... Dei limorom pt Boati Au-» 

gustiui fegtilam providerint eligcndum. Deccrnimus ergo ut 
nuUi dittnino homiuum liceat pfeefatam Ecclesiam temerc per- 
kilrbare, aut ejus poSMMrfontt AHfeMe, iifibitw ii»unenj, minuere, 
i^ttibiulibtt yOifttiiHiibii^ frtigan, sed onak ioMgn «0BMr- 
TeUittt ^oraiti pfo qmnnm gid»4niAtiotM ac miiMntatitae cob« 
cessA stiiit iulbus bmnibus profutura. Salva sedis ApoftdicM a«* 
toritaie, et Didc6Sani E|)iscopi Canonica justitia. Si ^pue IgtlUr itt 
futurum EceleSiasiicn seculafifivc persona hone nostree coDMhti^- 
tionis pagtnam sciciis, conira earn temere venire tcmpiavprii se- 
cuudo Icrtiove commoDilaj nisi reatum soum digna satisfaciione 
correxeiit jpotesiatis ItOBOrisque sni eoreat digniiatc, reumque 
se dlvbid jU61cio eiislcM de perp^tfallM ]]dj|iiiiiBkte cognoscat, et 
k sacratissfano torpora ae sUlguiiito Dei el ])oinfail Aedemptorit 
nostrt JesnChiisii oliena fiat tttq. in eittremo Mttniiie ^mivmtiSf- 
tioni sabjieuitet. Gunctis autetti eiden Loto Ma jura semntibiit 

sit Pax dom. nostri Jcsu Christi ct fractum bona) actio- 

nispercipianict apud districturti judicem prjemia JPlcma; pacts ia- 
veniant. Amen, igitur ei malilia vel fraude aJicujus prce- 
&ttuti priTilegiuiih dfetecetikr in dttbiuAi presenu pagtiue sigiiliua 
bdsirtam AdMeinaiA itt meittoinattfeeittiUslip^i. 

5. ikiakit, etc. qd. EgoRiab. deFcta«ri& lilitis etbttMt TM> 
VVill. de Ferrariis qudtldam Comitis Derb. Dedt el ttUKessi, elc. 
in i>leiiari& et legitipiA {lOieslale mA Dito et GlottosO Martjrii 
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Sancto Thomoe et EcclesitBsuaejuxta StafTord eifrairibus meisFra- 
iri Kicplao Priori el Coayeotui ejusdeui licclcsiae p^o auim^ mc4 et 

uuBcm #?tt»nuii ^mm m^pmmmmm 4p ki^mftmm 

diao supef* Yrew^cil sito, ^tagm^ q^fj^yi ^^quse lota secia dH^^QCH 

ipstus vill^ tej^jcnlibus, ci oji^Ibus cataiiis ci scqueii^ eorui;n. Te? 
ncud. clHabend. sibi et success*? rijjiis $uis libcVc el qv^cAjk, l^ene^ 
ei i^i j^c iu Vbcram puram el pcrpciuaiQ EJeemosynam lam ia 
J^Off^uaaxi^ q^an^ ^a lfp^a^is Serviiiis et cons,uciudia^biis, cum 
Iwscsis, pls^^s, iwratis, pa^cuis, «^ pasiw»#» ?fm»?» »9Jti?. WArisr 
cu, ooomp^Vt lijiaii WUtti? « #4 m^ctm ffWiflwro 
et cietcra pr94M!^ pcrtiucaiibvi;* io omi^l^ tfibm m Umcw nicot 
E^velPuter raeiuj^^e;niv^ejt{4e»ias4ic^"'n maneriiAm dcSuenes- 
hursl cl del Walncys cuni^c«tcris pracdictis tenuiaw^^. |i|i q.ui4eni 
quod dicii Prior et Conv€^tus ct oorum succcssores possint ano 
impe^imcmto mei yel alicu>us haercduni nu urum molcadina et 
ll'W^' ^^JSW^nwre, a^iaxe, fossai;e, <H.uwA»^ue proiicuum suum 
S(t pr^oto fmmofi <^ ffuM ]^Tti/m^itfimet acut Ego li. * 
^ctrius ^tpKfpiiip jkofiem s; 4icini|i mmetrnteimmii^ ipnei^ 
iJ>.omui seryicio, fiQiumtja^m, «f a» xauMran, jet ^««»H"»A^t 
secularibas exactionibus rebus ©t demandis. INihil nuhi-sisa iue» 
redibus meis in prajdictis uu\n ulterius retinendo in perpetuum 
praipr orationes pracdictorum Irati um mcorum. Dedi etiam eis- 
dem Priori et Gonvcntui et eoruin successoribus pro mc et luere- 
dibw meismllberam^ puram elperpeiuaniElecmosyuam Advoca- 
tionem Ecdesue delStowe snbtas Charteley com pertineatiis suis 
in perpelttiim. Insaper etiam dedi dictis Priori el CooTentui et 
eomm soccessioribus Husbote etHeybote ad domos sibi&den- 
das et rcparandas tarn in Capiie quam in Grangiis el omnik alia- 
necessaria in liber4 Hnyk me& de tiultokeshall sine y tsu Foresta- 
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riorum, ct Ilbfrnm pasturam in praediciA HayA ad omnimoda 
Avcria sua singulis anni tpniporihus exccptis capris. Dedi pliam 
el coucessi prsdiciis Priori el convcntui ci coruni successoribus 
iiro me ethaeredibas 'meu in liberam, ponm etperpciuam £Ie»r 
oiotjriiftm qaod ildem omnes porcos saos exnntranento illomm 
provoaienie^m ForestA DOstrft de Nedwode quandocniKpie tem* 
pore persoiueinperpetuum pacifice habeanl quietos depannagio 
▼din prtefiitft HajrA dc Pluttukcshnll cum voluerint cum libcro 
etquieto ingreasu ad candcm, et agrcssu ab esidem sine aliquo 
impedimento seu aliqud cxaciionc vcl domandA. Et Ego vero Ro- 
bcrtus ci liaercdcs mci prsedicium mancrium cum pcriiueutiis 
sicut preedictum est, et prffidictam Advocadone et CKten pne>- 
diota emnpertinenttis diciu Priori et comrentni et coram sncoes- 
aoribns cram omnos gentes wamndaabimns, acquieiaUmos et 
defendimus in peipemnm. Et ut hsec mea donatio, conoessio et 
pnesentis cartas meet confirmatio robur iirmitatis in perpetuum 
optincat prrespnti scripto sigillum mcum apposui. His Teslibua 
iJoniiuis Iladulpho iJassct, luliannn dc SoJeney, lohamic Wau- 
ton. Tho. de Arderae^Galfrido de Chctham militibus. Ada de Ban, 
Rog. de Penilbjri, Tho. de Pestwyk, Rog. de Veme^, Will de 
Bockesle. Ada de Pareo, Ric. Teneray, Radnlpho Barri et aliis. 
Dat. apod Sancinm Thomam joxta Stafford in crastino Beait TlKh 
ynsShrl^rris AnnoDom. Mcclx|. 
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No. III. 

TIXALL. 

Trent having passed Chartley, leaves Tixall on its soathem 
(tctof wbich, 20 Conq. Hen. tie Ferrers held of Rog. deMonti;o- 
mery. But in the time of Hen. 5, Paganus Wasrncys, (or de 
Gasienois) was certified to hold a knight's fee here of the barony 
of Siallord. In 9 Edw. 2, Geofl'rey de Wasmeys was lord of it, 
in whose posterity it continaed till i Edw. 4, when it fell to an 
heir female. Rose by name, who being married to Sir John 
Menion^ Knt. and having no issue, th^ together sold tiiis manor 
to Sir miomas Littleton, Knt. one of the justices of the commoik 
pleas, as appears by the following writing, which serving tO ]pror« 
several descents of ihe Wastncys, and being of an unusual form, 
I have transcribed from the Original, now in the possession Qf 
Walt. Lord Aston of TixalJ. 

" To all Christen men," etc. (as printed in Dugd.'s Origs, 

Juridics.) 

S' Tho. Littleton (after y' death of y* aforesaid Rose) being 
possest of thismanonr left it A*. 1481 to Johanna his vriddovr dur- 
ing her life, and after 10 Will. Littleton his eldest son, vrho. taking 
to his first wife Hdena one of jr* daughters and cohein of Tho, 

Walsh of Wanlip co. Leic. esq. setded this lord"" on his issue bj 
her, by whom he had an only daughter called Joan, who mar- 
ried Jolin Aston of Iloywood Kt. Bauncrett, and brought both 
Wanlip and this nianour to her husband. Since which lime it 
hath continued y' chief scat of that family. 
The Church here (now reputed a Parish Church) was formerly 
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a Prebend belonging to the Collegiate Church of Si. Mary in Staf- 
ford. But y' lords of y' manor had y' advowson as is evident by 
y' Fine above recited. The Rectory is valued iu y* King's books 
alt 8' -oo'-oS* 

HEYWOOD. 

Trent having itjccived its tribute from Sow passeth Hayvrood 
Bridge, aad eaters y' pajrisb of CoJwich cowsis^ung of SbujJbe- 
jaou^ (beibi»»jaOTliojM>di)'CQlwich, Wolseky, 3i^oo, Morioji, 
juui BrodMnill, haUB Haywood* jt of fSvum, l4B», aa4 
DneagelOD, ali wJbicb mb witluB 7*«i8iiO0ar«r.]Mt ofUt^nnpc^ 
AS are als9 jianJeits of Walton, Btrocjktoa^ Stockton, BeiM^ 
wick, Acton, and Bcdcuhall, in y* Hundred of Cuiilcsdon. 

( 1 ) Haywood (so calledXor lhatitformerly stood ou cue ofy* Hayes 
or Bounds of ihe Forest of Canock) was iu )* Couqucrour's time 
divided iiclwixty' Bp. of CorcuLr. audLichi . and &og. dc >J outgo- 
men Earl of Arundell and £Uccwi»bury . Tbie i^A^jtotp's part being 
tBeKti6ed 4yu jr*.G«DuBniJ Sunrey «o iCOBMdii ip tvimmM 
there being thea a Preut (or Chiuch) eiwl Hffiijlt of 5s* <«vHfi ?rQq4s 
a miles in length and one in breadth valued at 4ps. aJl v(hich 
belonged to y* church of St. Cbadde in y* time of K. Edw. y* 
Confessor. The succeeding Bishops were lords thereof till y* 
time ol K. Edw. VI. when Kichard Sampson passed it in ex- 
change (together with Shutborough) to Will. Ld. PageUp whose 
^reat grandson Will. Ld. Pagett bath now y* Royally, and cer- 
tain copyhold -tenants tfaete. 

In Ais part of Haywood ly« y* ftrmes of Swaynesmon^ an4 
"Coley, formerly belonging to y* Bp. and afior to Will. Ld. Pa- 
getl, which fidUng -to y* crown by y* attainder of Thomas Ld. 

(0 DooMid. Ub. 
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Paget (liis son,) were by Q. Eliz. leased out for 5 lives (toc;eiher 
withy'scitc of SUutborou^'h inau'. as is iherc declared) to Tlio. 
Wbitbey gent, the reversion whereof was after purcbased 18 Jac. 
by Jobu his son, whose graadsoa Xbo. Wbiibey of Hayvrood 
gnrnt* iiiiow owner of them, 1680. 

The other half of'llejwood (lying within j'parish of Stow and 
duif. of Chertliy) u nowy^ it^eritance of Walter Ld« AsKm, 
(l)lhe greater part thereof being purchased of Rob. de Ferrers 
earle of Derby by Rog. (y* son of Ralph) dc Aston, who fixed his 
seat here, and was y* first of bis family lliat bad any thing to do 
in ibis county. This Roger, and Roger de Napton (of whom I 
have spoken in Brougbion) wcrey' particular favourites of Roger 
de Molend. Bp. of Gov. and lich. were both advanced b/ 
him, and probably had their muneafiom him, y* latter being hi« 
nephew, bnt how j* other was related U> him I have not seen. 
(3)In 14E, 1, this Roger was by y* said Bp. made Constable of his 
Castle att Eccleshall. In 17 E. he granted to him and bis heirs 
severall lands and tenements in Haywood and Bishton to be held 
by^him and his successors by y* serviceof the 8tb pi. o( a knl.'s fee, 
and 8s. of yearly rent. In 1 9 Edw. 1 , and y* 34 year of bis consecra- 
ti<m by anodier grant (wherein he is sty\&A Dilecto* Yalettns 
raoa) he gave him y* inheritance of all thote lands whidi sometime 
belonged to Philip Noell in Longdon, y« chi.ef gnavdianship of all 
his Parks and Hayes with the Free Chase of Canock, y* custody 
of all his woods belonging to his Baronyes of Lichfield and Hay- 
wood, with Pauna^c for 5o swino and Comninn of pasture lor all 
his beasts in ail alurcsaid woods, (cxcopiy'' I'arks and Assarts) 
together with 4 oakes yearly for lire, and one lor tunbcr for y* re- 
pairing his house (all which granu were then ratified by the Prior 
and Convent of Coventiy and Dean and Chapter of Lichfield). 
(5) He married ^biUy* daughter of James de la Laand with whom 

(1) Ss mteg. p«Mi Walt. Dam. JlUod. (a) Ibid. (3) Ibid. 
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he had in frnnke mnrrln<:^c rprtain lands in Lea and Mershtott 
(co. "War.) aiul ha\liif^ also purchased divers others (besides 

lh<jse bcfore-inciilioncd) in Haywood, Hixon, Longdon, Brock- 
tun, ilaudsacrc, and King's Bromley, died 20 £. a, leaving S' 
John de Aston Kt. his son and hdr« whose descendants very 
much enlarged their possessions bj their marriages j (4) for 
by Elis. sister and coheir of Reginald de Legh they had 
y* manour of Pail-hall and y* 3d pan ( f y' manour of Leigh, 
by Joice Frevill y* manoors of Ashtede and ?icwdigate in Sur- 
rey, Becknore co. Wore. Yatcsbury co. Wihs. Piuley within y* 
liberties ofy'Cllv of Coventre, and y* moilies of y* nianours of 
Bcldcsert and Henley in Arden, with the advowsou of the 
church of Preston, co War. Joan Littleton brought them y* 
manour of Wanlip co. Leic. and that of Tixall in this county 
which hath ever since contintied their pgnicipaU seat ; and by Eli- 
zaLeih Levcson they had y" reversion <tf y* manoorof Shusioke, 
y* villages of Bolehall and Glascote, a moiety of Piricroft with 
scvcrall messuages in Amington, Auslrcy, Whalelcy, Wood- 
houses, Maxsiokc, Culbhull, and Taniworlh, co. War. The 
greatest part of which came after by descent to S"^ Edward Aston 
of TixaU Kt. who att y* lime of hJs death (59 £liz.) was also' 
seised of the manoors of Milwich, Kinsion, Hiihon, Bradaoppe, 
and Mathefield, m this county, and that of Edlaston.co< Derib. 
leaving Walter bis son and heir then 17 years of age, w ho being 
by K. James employed as one of his Ambassadors Extraordinary 
10 y* Spanish Court, to mnnn^o tlip intricate and mysterious trea- 
ty of marriage then depcnilmi; lunw ixl y* a Crowns, was for his 
good and faithful service advaucedby (5)K, C. I.(a8Nov. 1627) 
to y' dignity of Lord Aston of Foriare in Scodand. He purchased 
y* manour of Colton in this county but sold much mora of his 
ancient patrimony, and having married Gertrude the daughter of 

(4) hk<pu. 3g Elis. (5) PaU Rcfu penes Walt. Doaa. Aston. 
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S'Tho. Sadler Kt. and onely sister to Ralph Sadler ofStanden co. 
Herlf. esq. bad issue Walter Ld. Aston, who after the death of j* 
said Ralph without issue A^. 1660 succeeded to the fair ioheri- 
tance of y* Sadlen, and dying A*. 1678 left by Marjr daughter 
to Ricliaid E. of Ponlaad, Ld. Tireuiirar of Ea^imd, Walter 
Lord Asion now liting 1680. 
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No. IV. 

Shfwing ihe direct Descent «>(" the late 

SIR WILLIAM JEaJNflNGHAM, Bart. 

CLdOUNT OF THE BAROWT OF STAFFORD, 

FKOM 

Edmund^ the first summoned Baron de Stafibrdy 

37th Edw. h 

1 . Enmnm Baboh i« Stafpobo by tennre of the Castle and Bla* 
nor of Staflbrdi granted at the Conquest^ to hu ancestor, Robert 
deSiaiford. 

Had livery of the lands of bis Father Nicholas Baron deStaf* 
ford, 39 Edward I. isqS, 

Summoned to PaHinmnnt -27 Edward 1. 1398, hy the descrip^ 
lion of Edmuud Baron do Siafl'ord. 

Suiumoned also to the several Parliamenis ia 28, So, 5sj 
53, 34, and 55 Edward I. and in 1 Edward II. 

Blarried Margaret, daughter and at length Heir of ^ph Lord 
Basset of Drajton. 

Died 3 Edward I. anno iSoSj— bnried in the church of the 
Fliers Minors at Stafford. 

II 

a. Ralph de Stafford, K. G. Earl and Baron de StafTord, at* 
tained^i, and received livery oi hL> iaihcr s lauds 17 Edward II, 

Sommoned 10 Parliament asBaionde Stafford, 1 and io£dw.|I. 
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and in all the surcofcliiifj pailianipiits to ihc 24lh of that reign ; 
made Seneschal of Gascouy 1 9 Edward HI. and Knight of the Gar- 
ler, on fint foundation of Order a3 Edward IIL 

Created in parliament Earl of the town and county of Stafford 
hj patent to him and his heirs, dated 5 March a5 Edward 111. j and 
the following year constituted the king's lieutenant and captain- 
general in the Dutchy of Aquitaine. 

Blamed the Lady Margaret de Audeley, sole daughter and heir 
of Hugh de Aiuleloy, Earl of Gloucester^ by Margaret de Clare, 
daughter and coheir of Gilbert dc Clare suruanied the rcd,Eurl of 
Gloucester and Hertford, and of his wife, Joan Plantagenet of 
Acres, daughter of King Edward I. 

Died 3 1 August 46 Edward III. anno 1377^ and buried at Tun- 
bridge in Kent. 

5. Hugh de Sr vn'oun, 2d soiij K. G. Earl and Baron de Stafford 
(his cider brother, Ralph, Lord de Stafford, having died in his fa- 
ther's lifetime, leaving no issue by his wife the Lady Maud Plau- 
tagenet, daughter of Ifeniry, Eari of Lancaster^ grandson c£ King 
Henry m.) 

IMai riod the Lady Phillppa de Beanchamp, ad daughter of Tho- 
mas dc licauchamp i/jlh Earl of Warwick, by Catherine^ eldest 
daughter of Roger de Mortimer, i si Em l of March. 

Died at Rhodes, on his return from the Holy Land^ 10 Rich. U. 
anno i380, and buried in the priory of Stone in Staffordshire. 

4. EowniD ns Staffow, K. ^. Earl and Baron de Stafford, 
etc. etc. 

Married the Lady Ann Plantagenet, only surviving child and 
heir of King Edward llld's youngest son, Thomas Plantagenet of 
Woodstock^ Duke of Gloucester and Earl of Buekingham, by 
his wife Eleanor deBohun, who was eldest of the two daughters 
and coheirs of Humphry de Bohun, Earl of Hereford, Essex, 
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and Norlhampton, in fi-o, liorcditary High Constable of England, 
and grandson and heir oi ihc body ut Lady Elizabeth Plantage- 
net, daughter of King Edward Llijr Eleanor of dutilloj his first 
wife. 

Mary, the other daughter and coheir of Humphry de Bohon, 
was the wife of Henry Plantagmet Earl of Lancaster, afterwards 
King Henry IV. ; but on the death of her grandson King Henry 

the Vlth. without issue^ the entirety of theinheritancc and honours 
of the house of Bohun became yested in the posterity of her eldest 

sister. 

Slain figlit nf^ for King Henry IV. ai ilic h ulic of Shrewsbury, 
nnno i^od, and buried in |he church ul the Austin friars at 
Staflbrd. 

Sf HmmmT Of SvArroap, kIL. Earl and Baron de Sta£fbrd, 

etc. and i si Stafford DuLe of Buckingham. ■ 

Made Count of the province of Perche in France, 8 Henry V- 
Styledj in an indenture aa Henry VI. •* The Right Mighty 

Prince Humphry, Earl of Buckingham, Hereford, Stafford, 

Northampton, and Percbe, Lord of Brecknock and Holder- 

ness." etc. 

Created Duke of Buckingham to him and lite heirs male of his 
body, a5 Henry VI. * 

Obtained a special grant, by letters patent, a5 Heniy VL imtq» 
himself and his heirs, for precedence above all dukes whether in 
England or France, excepting of the royal blood. 

Married the Lady Anne Nevill, 5d daughter of Balph, ist 
Nerill Eari of Westmoreland, pndK. G. by his 2d wife Joan 
Beaufort, only dau«;htcr of John Plantagenet of Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaster, by his 5d wife the Lady Catherine Swinford. 

Slain fighting forKin^ Henry VI. at the batde of JNorihampton, 
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anno 1460; interred in the monastery of Grey Friers of lUai 
tcmn. 

6. HcMniRT Earl or Staffoiu>» K. G. slain in the lifetime of his 
father, fighting for King Heniy VI. a the battle of St. Albans, 

anno i455. 

Married the Lady Margaret Beaufort, sister aud colier of Ed- 
mund, last Beaufort Duke of Somerset, and daughter of Ed- 
mnnil, Duke of Somerset, by Eleanor^ daughter and coheir of 
Richard de Beauehamp, 16th Earl of Warwick. 
. This Edmund, Dnke of Somerset, was grandson and heir of 
John Plantageuet of Gannt, Duke of Lancaster, by his before-men- 
tioned wife the Lady Catherine Swinford ; and uncle to Marga- 
ret, Countess of Richmond, mother of King Henry YU. 

I! 

7. Henry de Stafporp> K.G. Duke of Buckingham^ Earl of 
Hereford, Essex, Northampton, Stafford, and Buclungliam, Baron 
lie Stafford, etc. and hereditary High Constable of En^|hmd. 

Married the Lady Catherine Widvill,. daughter of Richard^ 

Earl P.ivers, by Jaquet, daughter of Peter of Luxemburgh, Earl 
of St. Paul^ andwidowof King Henry Vth's brother, John Plan- 
tagcnct, Duke of Bedford^ and Regent of France. 

The sister ol iliis Cailierinc was Queen to King Edward the 
IVlh. and mother to Elizabeth, Queen to Henry VII. 

Henry, Duke of Buckingham^ having been the principal agent 
in raising King Richard III. to the throne« was invested by that 
monarch with thehereditaiy hig^ constableship, and the remaini* 
ing moiety of the Bohun inheritance which liad been withheld 
by King Edward IV. since the death of Henry YI. ; hut he was 
shortly after beheaded on a summary process at Snlisbtiry, 
1 Richard UI. aud aiiaiuicd by act of parliament the ioliowiug 
year. 
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II 

S.Edwaro Stafford, K.G. Diiko of Cih kinnliam, etc. elc. Re- 
stored to all his father's honors aud estates, i Henry \ II. 

Married the h^dy Eleanor Percy, eldest daughter of Henry, 
4th Piercj Earl of Northnmberlandy K. G. bjr Blaud, danghier of 
Wm. Herbert, Earl of Pembroke. 

Beheaded, for supposed treason against King Henry VIII. anno 
1 53 1 , and attainted by act of parliament the following year. 

Seised in Fee, at (lie lime of his death, of the earldoms of He- 
reford, Essex, iVorlhainpton, Slallurd and Buckinohani, of the 
baronies of dc Stafford aud Basset of Di'aytou, aud of the oHice of 
bereditary High Constable of England. 

9. Henry Barox nm SrArroim. Beslored to a small poruon 

of his fatliers lands, 1 4 Henry VIII. aud iuparticolar, to tbemmior 
of Forchridgc in the county of Staftbrd ; and in 75 Henry VIII. 
to the ancient baronial casllo and manor of StalVord, ^vitll a cer- 
tain niauur called Stafford iManor and Stafford Rent; all Nvliirli 
have descended to^ aud are now in possession of his lineal heir, 
Sir George Jemingham, Bart, claimant to th6 barony of de 
Staflbrd. 

Restored in blood by act of parliament, i Edward VI. intituled, 

*• An Act for the Resiilulion in Bloude of the Lord Stafford," 
and passed on the petition ol Henry Stafford himself, praying, 
•* Thaiitmayebe at the liunible Pctic'on of yoursaide subgccte 
•* ordeyncd established and enacted by your Highues with ih'as- 
*' sent of the I^ordes Sp'uall and Tcmporall and of the Coni'ous 
*' in this p'nt P'liament assembled and by ih'aucloritie of the same 
*^ That your saide Subgect Henry Stafford and the Heires 
'* Males of his bodye maye and shal be accepted taken hnovm re- 
** puted called and written from hensforlh by the ndme of Lorde 
** Stafford. And that the saide Heniy and the Heires Males of his 
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" hody<^ cominge shal have and enjoyc in and at aU ParlyatnMts 

and oihcr placci tbc roume name place and voyco of nBnron. 
" And that lliR saidc Henry and his Ifcircs br n/ui shallc by 
" th'aucturilie of this Act restored and eu/iablcd in bloodc as 
" Sonne and Heire ami Beyres to the saide Edwmrde Jaie 
" Duke of Buckjngfiam and made Hv^-re and Seint to the 
•* saideBdv9ardie^ihtkeo/Biwfynghmty4kkium»$^Lonh 
<* SUiJIordein blonde. 

'* Add Am the saidc Henry nnd his Ht^ires maye uie Mid have 
" anny action or suite and make his prdit^rr o and ronvcyannce in 
" bloudeasHcirc as well to and Ironj liis saide Failior as also to any 

otlier parsone or parsons in lyke manner and forme as yix\\c 

said Duke had never byn atlayale>d and as yf no snch attayn- 
" der weret»r bad b)i\ had, tke«on uptioa of bleode betwreene 
** the saide late Duke and the saide Heniy and his Heifes or any 
** Actc of Flaraeni orjndgement conceminge th'attaynd' of the 
" saide late Duke or anny other thing vrhereby the bloude <tfthe 
*' saidc late Du\e is or should be corrupted to the contrarie in 
" any wise notw'standing So allwayes il be not to conveyc the 

saidc Henry or his Heircs to any estate dignitie name prehe- 
<* minence possessions or hercdytaraents that were of the saide 
•* late Dnhe fttfaer the saideHeniy other then sa^ as bpt in iMt 
** ^ct fynUtted and tq^tointed to yo' saide Su^;eeie.** 

Summoned to Parliament as Baron deStaffbrd^ from 3 Edw. VI. 
to 1 Eliz. and on a question of precedency, it was determined in 
a Committee of Privileges of the Lords 12 Feb. and 5 Philip 
and Mary_, that the Lord Stafford ranked nrronlin^' to die pre- 
cedency of his ancestors Barons dc StalVurd, Irora their first 
writ of summons to Parliament 37 Edward \. 

Married the Ladjr Ursola Pole, only daughter of Sir Richard 
l^le»K. G. bjll&igaretPlaniag^etCountessofSalid>m'jr^ doogh* 
iter and sole heir of King Edward the Fourth's brother, 
George, Duke of Clarence, by Isabel, daughter and heir of 
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Richard Nevill, "Earl of Warwick and Salisbury and of his 
wife Ann Benuchamp, Couatess of Warwick ia her own ri^^ht. 
Died 5 £liz. auuo i563. 

lo. EovAXD Stawobd, Baron de Stafford. Summoned to 
Parliament firom aS to 45 Eliaabetli. 

Married ihn Lady Mary Stanley, 3d daughter of Edward, 3d 
Stanley Earl of Derby, K. G. by ihe Lady Dorothy Howard, 
daughter oi Xhomas, 3d Duke of JNorfolk. Died i James 1. auio 
i6o3. 

at. EowAio SrirroBv, Baron de Stafford. Summoned to alt 
the Pailiaments of King James I. 

Harried Isabel, daughter of Thomas Forrester of Tong Castle, 
in the comiiT of Salop, Esq. 

II 

13. Hon. Edward Stafford, married Auu the daughter of Sir 
James Wiisford, of JKewnham Hall in ihc couuty of Essex, 
Knight. 

Died in his fiithet^s lifetime, anno i6fli , leaving one son Hentyt 
who became Lord Stafford, and died abatchelor in the year 1657, 
and one daughter MarjTf who became his solehdr. 

iSL Mary .Stafford, Baroness de Staflbrd. Summoned to at- 
tend the Corouatiuii o( King James IL anno iG85, as Baroness de 
Stafford by descent, and ranked according to tlie antiquity of 
the old Stafford Barony (as settled by the Committee of Privileges 
of the House of Lords, la Feb. 4 ^ Philip and Mary, in fii- 
Tonr of her great great grandfather Henry, the restored Lord de 
Staflbrd.) 

Also Baroness Sta/Jhrd hy jtatenl 16 Charles I. so created, on 
her morria«^c with Sir William Howard, (afterwards Viscount 
StalFord, who was ihc 2d son of Thonias Ht)ward, Earl of Arun- 
deli> Surrey, and JN'orfolk, and Earl Marshal of England, and was 
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behfiaded and attainlcd ia x6do) Sir William Howard being like- 
vriso created Baron Staflbxd, under the same l^uera patent, ex- 
pressed as follows : 

*• Know ye thatWc, elc. have erected preferred and created 
" the aforesaid William Howard and Mary liis Wife respectively 
'< to the state degree dignity and honor of Baron and Baroness of 
** StaffordfandthesameWiIIiamandMaiyref/iective^Baronand 

Baroness of Staffordby the tenor of Aese presents We do prefer 
'* constitute and create; and to the same William and Mary rajr/»eo> 

lively We have imposed given and bestowed and by these pre* 
**■ sents do give and bestow the slate degree dignity stile liile name 

and honor of Baron and Baroness o( Slafford, tohaveandto 
'* IUH.U r<>s/i>ecti\-clj tlic same stale degree dignity stile title name 
** and honor of i&aro/2</n(i Baroness to the same William and Mary 
** and the Mein Male of the bodies of the same William and 
** Mary lawfully begotten or to be begotten, and for-d^mlt of 
** such issue, then to the mas of the bodies of the same Wil- 
** liam and Mary lawftdly begotiei^ or to be begotten." 

Mary Baroness de Stafford, after being so summoned (five years 
after the execution and attainder of her husband) to the Coronation 
of King James II. was created a countess in rank for life, and 
dying in the year i6g3, was interred in Westminster Abbey, next 
to the tomb of hei^ ancestor Eleanor dc Bohun, the w ife of Tho- 
mas Plantagenet of Woodstock, Duhe of Gloucester, leaving 
issue 

Henry 
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<' Sir Wii-uAM jER5mGHAM,Bart. ofStafford Castle, and of Gofl- 
tesscy in the co. of Norfolk. 

Presented his petition of right to the King (at the death of Lady 
Anastasia Staflbrd ia 1807), praying to be summoned to Parlia- 
numt as Baron de Stafford : 

1st. As sole Heir of the bodj of Edward, lastStafford Dole of 
Btti^gliam, Fat^r to Henry, the restored Baron de Sufford ; 
and as such, clearly entitled (in the language of the said Act of 
Restitution, i Edw. VI.) to the description of •* Heireto thesaide 
* • Edwarde late Duke of Buckingham by the name of horde Staf~ 
*' Jordt' in Bloode" hni, nevertheless, so as not to take " any 
** estate dignitie name prehemjnence possession or heredjta- 
** ments that were of the saide kue Duke, Father to the saide 
*' Bmry, ooia thai tuiA as fyn m thisjict ijmittedtmdt^ 
'* pointed i** thatu, to take the ancient Barony of Staflfordj alone, 

the several dignliies and honours, in fee, ofwhich the last Sta£> 
ford Duke of Buckingham died seised, all whicli would other* 
>vise have descended to him Sir Wm. Jemingham^ the lineal Heira 
of the said Duke. 

adly. As sole Heir of the Body of Mary Stafford, ,ihe Wife of 
Sir William Howard, who was Baroness de Stafford as well by 
descent from her great Grandftther Henry the restored Lord^ as 
by urmts mtimt 16 Chaiies I, creating her and her husband r&* 
jr/MctifwJ^ Baron and Baroness de Stafibrd, tohfAdrespeettvelyUi 
them and the respective Heirs of their bodies. 

Married the Hon. Francis Dillon, eldest Daughter of Henry, . 
iith Lord Viscount Dillon, by the Lady Charlotte Lee, eldest 
Daughter and Coheir o( Henry, Earl of Litchfield, Grandson 
of King Charles, 11. by Barbara Villiers^ Duchess of Cleveland, 



I 
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Departed tbis life, Aug. i4i 1809. 

II 

18. Sir GtotiCM JsmmomAM, Baronet, the present daimaat, 
tlic 18th in lineal descent from Edmund de Stafford summoned 
to Parliament as Baron de Stafford^ 27 £dw. I. 
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No. V. 

GBNEilLOGICAL NOTICES 

CONCERNING THE INTERMARRIAGES OF THE 

ASTON FAMILY. 



Prope antem Sowl ct Trentae conflucntes inlersidct Ticks-linll, 
babilatio farailia; Astoiiorum ; qase UltiquiUte sui, et COgaatiouet 

in hoc tractu imprimis Celebris. 

Tfear the conllucnce of the Sow and Trent, but between those 
nwn, liw Tizall, die Mat of die fiunilj of Aston } w1iich» for itt 
Miliqttitj and alliancMi is^ ia diose parts, particolvlj fimiona. 

Gambbm's BritannU.'* 



DBLAliAoimt. Sybilla, the wife of Roger de Aston, Wasdauglio 
ter of Sir James de la Laonde, Knt. who granted certain lands 

to the monastery of Benedictine nuns at Henwood, in Langdon, 
CO. Warw. which was founded by his ancestor Kciielbume, of 
Langdon, in the reign of Henry 1. She brought him lands ia 
Lea and Moiston, in the county of Warwick. 

WoLSELEY. A remarkable instance oi a family residing at the 
same place under the same narae^ lor more than six centuries. 
— From Edric, who lived at Wolscley in the time of Wil- ' 
liam Rufos, descended Ridiard deWolselejr, who aSEdw. r. 
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married SjrbiUa, daughter of Roger de Aston, who gave her all 
his lands in Bishton, in frank marriage, by a deed witnessed by 
Henry Mauveysin, Knt. and John de Colwicli.(i) These lands 
have remained wilh the family lo ihis day. lu tlic reign of Ed-, 
ward IV. Ralph Wolseley, one of the barons of the exchequer, 
married Margaret, widow ofRobi. Kinuardsley of Loxloy, and 
daughterofSir Bobett Mton, Knt, From tbem descended Sir 
Robert ^yolsele/, who was created a baronet, 4 Gar. i . His son 
Sir Charles Wolseley, represented the county of Sia^ord in par* 
.liament, in i654 and tG56, and was in great favour with the Pro- 
tcctor. He wrote a book intitlcd " Justification Evangelical,** 
and other works. He had 7 sons and ten daughters ; and died in 
1714, aged 85. Richard his sixtli son, who was his heir, mar- 
ried an heiress in Ireland, and scitlcd one of his younger sons 
In that country, who was afterwards made a baronet. Elizabeth, 
his eldest danghter, was married to Robert SomenrilJe of Ed- 
stone, CO. Warwick, Esq. whose eldest son Wm. SomeryiJle, an* 
ihor of ihc Chace/ was bom at Wolseley, Sept. a, 1675.(9) 
Sir Charles, the present baronet married first Mary, daughterof 
the late Hon, Thomas Cliflord, and grand daughter 0/ James, 
fifth Lord j4ston, by whom he has one son living. Spencer Wil- 
liam, born Oct. 1799; adiy, Anne, second daughter of Antony 
Wright, Es(j. by whom he has issue. 

M^LTivsnf. A very ancient fionily of Norman extraction, 
settled at Mavesyn Ridware, co. Stafford, whence its name. 
(See a veiy learned and interesting account of the Mavesyna 
in Sliaw's History of Siaffordshire, Tol. i.from the pen of Mr. 
Chadwick, their descendant.) 



(0 OwtnyndBIS. (a) Gdwich Bcgirter. 
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Lncn. The parish of Leigh was a dcponfloncy of the abbey 
of burton upou Trent, ami was held by Roberliis Filius Veneti, 
in ibe reign of Henry 1. in fee farm, paying i^l. per aun. to the 
abliott His grtat grandson Philip de Leigh had a son Roberti 
who was sheriff of Staff»rd> la Hen. 5, ; bul £ed without issue* 
His estates were then divided among the three risters of his father 
Philip. Helen, the second, married Hugo of ffigh Leigh, co* 
Salop, and had a third part of Leigh for her portion. Their 
great grandson Richard de Leii^h, (u Edw. 5.) had a son Regi- 
nald, who died s. p. and two dauf;litcrs, coheiresses: Elisabethy 
who married Sir Thos. Aston, and had a third part of Leigh, 
and the mausiou of Park-hall^ CO. Stafford ; and Joan, who mar- 
ried Thos. de Gatiacre, co. Salop^ and inherited High Leigh. 
Elixabelh bore for High Leigh,, jirgentf a /ess with two pellsts 
in cki^, saMc, For Lei^j GuleSf/rettfr ten pieces or, a /ess 
sable. This latter coat of onus is blazoned in the highest pane of 
the great west window of Leigh church. In consequence of this 
marriage the Astons resided much aiPark-hall, till they became 
possessors (jfTixall. The old mansion does not now exist; a farm- 
house appears to have been erected un the scite, and is surround- 
ed by a moat, over which is thrown a handsome stone-bridge. 
In the windows of this honse are preserved a few panes of stained 
glass belotoging to' the old mansion^ exhibiting ancient coats of 
arms of the Aston lamily, with their earlj quarterings. 

Frevile. The family of Freviles, says Dugdalc, was anciendy - 
settled in the county of Cambridge, and though but one of theot 
had ever summons to Parliament, was of eminent note, some ages 
before that lime, and since. The lirst he makes mention of is, 
Baldwin de Frevile, who iu i5 Hen. 5, obtained the wardship of 
Xwa&, daughter and heir of Richard de Scalers, uud soon after 
made her his wife : and in So Hen. 3, upon collection of the aid 
for manyiog the hinges danghter, he paid i5/. for i5 knighu' feesi 
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which were ol her iiilicritance. Thoir grandson, Alexander, had 
summons to Parliament, as a baron ui' tiie realm, i Ldw. 5^ and 
was engaged in «Utbe Scottish wars under Edward I. and II. His 
wife, Joan Cromwell, was a very great heiress : being daughter 
and bdress' to Ralphs Lord Cromwell, and Maaera Bfarmton, 
one of the heiresses of Sir Philip Bbrmion. She was also one of 
ilii heirs of Isabella, daughter and coheiress to Hugh de KOpech. 
hy her, Alexander de Frcvile obtained, besides large estates, 
Tamworih-casile, the ancient seat of ilic Marmions. His grand- 
son, liahlwin, married firsi, Kliz. de .Alonlfori, also a great hei- 
• ress^ who brought him the castle of Boklnsort, near Henley in 
Ardon, co. Warwick. 1 his Baldwin dc Frevile was in great 
esteem with the Black Prince, and for his approved Bdelity and 
service, was made by him 38 Edw. 3, his seneschal of Saintonge 
and Gascony, for lUe. In 1367, he was of the expedition into 
Spain, under the Black Prince, in behalf of Peter the Crae],'and 
U the battle of Naiara, fought in the prince's battalion. His name 
occurs in almost all the battles and skirmishes which took place in 
France during thai warlike period, and particularly in that where 
Sir John Chaudos was so unfortunately slain. (See Barnes's His- 
tory of Edward lU. b. 4. PP- 72^, 765, 64, 76, 84, 804, i5, 
18,53.) He married adly^ Ida Clinton, and 3dly, Joan, daugh- 
ter of Lord Strange, and died 49 £dw. 5. Sir Baldwin de Pre* 
vile, his son, by Elisabeth Montfort married first, Elisabeth; 
daughter of Sxt Thomas Boietonrt, and she djring without issnet 
be married adly, Joyce, her sister, who after the death of her 
only brother, became the heir of her father. This Sir Baldwin ex- 
hibited his claim to be the king's champion on the day of the corona- 
tion, 1 Rich. 2, 1577, as being the possessor of Tamworlh-castle, 
which ser> ice the Marmions, anciently lords thereof, from whoia 
be was descended, had performed. Bat Sir John Dymock, his 
competitor, carried it by judgment of the Constable and Earl 
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Ifenhal of England, in regard of die lordship of ScrmD^ni 
Lincolnshirej -which did appear to be hdd by thai service : and 
that the Bfarmions enjoyed that office as o\vners thereof, and 

not of Tamworih-castle. This lordship, of Scrivelby descended 
toDymock, by the dauf^hier and heiress of Sir Thomas Ludlow^ 
who was husband of Joan, youngest daughter of Sir PhiJipMar- 
znion. The Dymocks siili possess Scrivelby, and exercise the of- 
fice of champion. The last male ol the Freviles, was another 
Baldwin, grandson of this Sir Baldwinj -who died nnmarried : 
when aU the great Frerile estates devolTed to his three sisters, and' 
Gohdresses, Elisabeth, Joyce, and Margaret. Elisabeth, the 
ddest, married Thomas, second son of William, fifth Lord Fer- 
rers of Groby» and brought him in marriage the castle and rtUf 
nor of Taniworlh, with other estates : Margaret, the youngest 
married first. Sir Hugh Willoughby, Knt. from whom the pre- 
sent Lord Middlctou is descended j and adiy. Sir Richard Bing- 
ham^ Kni. : Joj'ce, the second daughter, married Sir Roger As- 
ton^ Knt, and inherited the manors of Ashted, and Newdigate, - 
CO. Sorrey; Bichnor^ co. Wore.; Yatesbnry, co. Wilts, Pin-' 
ley within the liberties of Coventry, and the moiety of thenuinor 
of Henley in Arden, -with the manor and castle of Beldesert, co. 
Warw. and the advowson of the church of Preston juxia Henley. 
Quartcrings of Joyce de Frcvilc, wife of Sir Roger Aston* Knt. 

1. Scalers or Scales. Gules, six escallops, argent. 

2. Cromwell. Argent^ a chief gules, a beud azure. 

3. Kilpeck. Gules, a sword argent. 

4. Mmrmion. Vair|r, a fess gules. 

5. Montfort. Bendy of 10, or, and asore^ 

6. Botetourt^ or, a saltier engrailed, sable. 

7. De la Zouche. 

8. Bcauchamp, Baron of Bedford. 

g. Somcry, Baron of Dudley. Or, two lions pafSftttt, aigenc. 
10. Fitz-Ansculph. 

Bb 
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It. Paganol. 

IB. Chattcumbe, Or, aohiol purpurej a pale, gules. 
i3. FVevile. Or, onaeroMflory, gu)e», five loaen^vairj. 
Abo, guka, thraa cretomis, armiae. 

Scales. Hicbard de Scales, or Scalers, father of Lucia Fre- 
vila, waa the son of Uardouiu do Scalflit ose of the valiant Nor> 
mans, Mrho accompanied the Conqueror in Viis expedition into 
England. In reward of his services, he obtained the manor of 
Widihall, co. Herts, where he resided, and many other Manors 
in that county, and was made l)aron by tenure. Dying without 
ittue auie, a great part of his property devolved on Hugh, second 
•QD of Hardoaii»^ whoae deiceiidaat ThoBMS, Lord Scalea, waa 
daliverod up to ^ Yorkiau in 1460, after the battle of Kbfdl* 
M^tOB, and was hy ibem put to death. His daughter and hmt 
waa married to Antony Woodvilie, Earl Rivers, brotker to EHsfto 
bcth, Quccii of Edward IV. who in her right was summoned to 
parliament as Lord Si ales. His near connexion with the young 
princes, sousof Ldward IV'. made lum obnoxious to Richard III. ; 
he was ussassinatcd, aud uU his lauds were seised by ibal crafty 
aadaaibitioiis tyraat. 

M AaMOii. Robert MaraitOB, Lord of FonteBay, m NonBandy, 
and heredStary chaaipion to ibo dvlea tbereof, cnne over vridi 
WilUam the Conqneror, Dvbo oiado bim a grant of tbe.caallaof 
Tamwonh, and the a<^acent territory. Tbia traaseetioo vfaa 
recorded iu painted glass, on an ancient witdow, in Tamworth 
church, which still existed in the time of I>u^dale. The king, 
with his crown and robes of state, was i epro.srnied standing be- 
fore the gale of a casilc, and preseniiog the chailcr and a 
fword to Bformion. 

He hailed him Lord of Fontenaye, 
Of Lutl«rw«rd and Scrivelbay«, 
OfTamwortb tower and town. 

Scons MarmioQ. — GnitO I> 
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H« had inne Roliert, bis son and heir, to whom King Henry 1. 
by his charter, dated (U Cannock, co. Stafford^ granted free wai^ 
ran in all his lands atTamwonh, uid elsewhere, intha co. Wmv 

iNrick> as his father bad before him. This Robert, being a great 
adversary to the Eari of Chester, ia 8 Stephen, entered the Priory 
of Coventry, near unto which the said carl had a castle, and drovd 
out the monks. He then fortified ii, making in the fields adjacent, 
divers deep ditches lightly covered over, with the intcut that 
such as made approaches thereto might be entrapped : but it so 
happened, that as he rode hinisdf lo view the earPs forces diet 
began to draw near it, hie fell into oneof them, and broke hii 
ihigh \ ao that he was forthwith seised on bj a conunon soldierj 
who immediately cat off his head. Robert, 'bis son and heir, 
died a Henry 5, leaving three sons, two thai bore the name of Ro« 
berl, and William. From Robert the younger, .sprung a race 
which flourished in Lincolnsbiro. for many generations after the 
elder branch of the Maraiioos was extinct. Robert, ihc eldci*, 
was obliged, 1 7 Hen. 3, to retire into Normandy^ in order to 
preserve his possessions there \ on whidi aeeoani, he Isft the wtf 
nagemeni of his eetates in England, together with the goardisn* 
shipof Philip, his son sad heir, 10 the celsbntled I^er dfr Hih 
pibus, Orshop of Winchester. Peter having been appointed grand 
iusticiary and regent of the kingdom by King John, dorhtgan ex- 
pedition which that prince made imo France^ ho so disgxislcd the 
whole nation hy his arbitrary proceedings, that the kmg found it 
necessai-y at his return to dismiss him from all his employments, and 
banish him o«t of the kingdom. The guardianship of Philip, and 
bb estates, then devolved t» Wm. de Gsnidope^ a pownfet barott^ 
who- beuig also gnardiim to dM twn Amghiers snd cohehre of 
Hngh de Ki^h, of Kilpeck-castle, eo>r Hevefesd, nmrried Joes, 
th* youngest daughter to Phil^ Marmion , whose father was dead. 
This Sir Philip MarmieB was oonsdmed, 55 Hen. 3, sfaeri# for 



the eounties of Warw. ftnd Leicest. tvhicb office he held fepthreo 
years. In 37 Hen* S« heatteuiled the king into GasroDy, and ia 

41 Hen. 3, was of an expediiiotx then made into Wales, lu 45 
Hen. 5, the defection of many ollhe barons havinfj furlher shewed 
itself by theirplacing sheriffs in sundry shires ol the realm, in usur- 
pation of the king's auibority, this Philip, in wliusc fidelity the 
king reposed nmch CfHifidettiCe« had by a special patent^ the coun- 
ties of SttflblL and Norfolk committed to his cusiodj, with the cas- 
tles of Nonrich, and Oxford. Soon after this, divers of the barons 
having put themselves in arms to force the king's assent to those 
vnreasonable ordinances wiiich they bad made at Oxford, tend- 
ing much 10 the diminution of his royal authority, the king was 
necessitated to submit to the decision of the King of France, and 
to bring in divers peers, and oilier eminent persons, to give oath 
for his performance thereof, amongst whom this Pluiip was 
one: who still strongly adhering to his sovereign, attended him 
ivith all the force he could raise at the taking of lYonhampton, tha 
CQsoing year. He was with him likewise at the iatal battle of 
Lewes, where the king was taken prisoner, and bis whole army 
lost. For his fidelity in these trying occasions, Marmion ob- 
tained, 5o Hen. 5, after the king got again into power, a grant of 
all the royal demesnes in Tamworth, and Wigginton, to hold 
during his natural lil'e, and was made governor of KeniUvorth- 
castic. He died 30 £dw. 1, leaving four daughters coheiresses ; 
ihne the issoe of this marriage with Joan deRilpeck, and one bj 
IHaria, a sd wife. Joan, the eldest, married Wm. Mon ein, and died 
without issoe, sS Edw. 1. Masera, the second, married Ralphs 
Lord Cromwell, and had an only daughter Joan, who inherited 
great estates from Marmion and Cromwell, which she broughtin 
marriage to Alexander, Baron de Frevile, as is related above. 

CuoMWEix. ITaldoeiius was Lord of Cromwell, co. Notts, ru 
llie time of William the Conqueror. From Inm descended Rajph 
dc Cromwell, who wa^ comtltuied, 3 Hen. 5, a jusiice itinerant 
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in the counties of Lincoln, INouiugham and Derby, ami was 
poAsessed of 19 knights' fees. His son Ralph was engaged in di. 
vers expedidoiu in Gaaconjr, tnd Scotland, during the rcigu of 
Edward t. He married itt, Margaret, one of the sisters and co« 
heiresses of Roger de Someri, by whom he had no issue : adly, 
Blaienk Marmion, by whom be had an only child, Jottni abOTO* 
mentioned^ the wife of Alexander, Baron deFrevile. 
. Strange of Blackmere. It is said, thai at a just held at Caslle . 
Pevcrcll, in tlie Peak of Derbyshirp, where among other persons 
of noie^ Owcu, l^riuce of Wales, and a son oi the king of Scots, 
were present ; there were alto two sons of the Dnhe of Britany, 
and that the younger of them, whose name was Gny, remaining 
in Engtand, was called Guy Le Strange, (or the foreigner) from 
whom all the different families of Strange are descended. (])Jolui 
Le Strange, supposed to be the third son of this Guy, was sho- 
riff of Salop, and Slafl'. 18 John ; and held the castle of Knockyn, 
CO. Salop. He died 11 Hen. 5. John his son and heir was also 
sheriff of Salop and Staff, and one of the lords of the Marches ia 
Wales. He died 53 Hen. 3. This last-named John had two sons : 
John, dM eldest, was die head of the Stranges of Knodtyn, whi^ 
line, 17 £dw. 4t ended in a daughter, Joanna, who by her 
marriage with George, ddestsonwoflThomas Stanley, first Earl of 
Derby, carried the barony of Strange to that fiuoaily. Robert, the 
second son, by his marriage with Eleanor, one of the four sis- 
ters and coheirs of William of Whitchurch in Shropshire, be- 
came seized of that manor, and died 4 Edw. i . John his son and 
heir, was called Le Strange of Blackmere, from a large mere ad- 
joining his manor-house of Whitchurch, so caRi^ from the 
darii colour of its water. He died unmarried, and was succeeded 
by FVdk his brother, who was summoned to pariiament as a barpii 
<tf the realm, from 9 to 17 Edw. a, in which year he died. He mar- 
ried F.Iranor, daughtcrand colirir of jniiii rriiTii f] < I r Pn itii (ih if) , 
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By Maud, widow of Wm. Longespce^Eari of Saliibiiijr, wlio wit 
danghfer and coheir of Welter, Lord Clifford, of Cliflbrd-castle, 
CO. Herefimrdt Jolia, the son of Fulk and Eleanor, married An* 
Laret, one of the daughter! aud coheirs of Win> Boteler of 

"VVcmmc, and appears to have been the father of Maud, the wife 
of Baldwin tie Frcvile. The liuc of Strange of Blackmerc^ ended 
7 Ric. 2, in a female, the f^rniul daughter of John and Anlaret, 
\s\\o was married ta Sir Hii lutnl 'I'alhot, Knt. Thus was the ba- 
rony of Strange brought intu the family uf Talbot^ till by the maf' 
ibge <^AKlhea, daughter, and at length sole heir of Gilbert, 
sereaih Eail of Shrewtboiy, (who died ia 1616) imth Thoinae 
Howard, Earl of Amndell, it pessed into die Howard haSlj, 
and hy the cohein dieraof, is n> ab^Faace beiweea the L»rda 
Sloanoil and Petre. 

MoirrFOBT. The family and name of Monifort were of French 
origin. Robert I. Kin» of Fnuice, who died isi io5o, had an 
iUogiiiniaie son called Almaric, or Ainaury, to whom he ^ave the 
town of Monifort, which is atill^ called Moutfort^Anaury^ and 
from which Almaric assnmed the iiiname of UoMontfort,. which 
ho tranwitted to hjaporterity. Qneofihem^liiighdolloiitiiKt. 
accompanied Wilfiam, Dnhe ol Ilofnumdy> inio-EiHI^Bnd, eaA 
fi>t^ht by his $ide in the famous battle of ILtstiMfl. HowMCOOi- 
monJjpcaUed " Hugh with the beard iheKormane althat time 
being weneraHy shave<l; and was afterwards appointed, with 
Fil/-usboruo, Earl of Hereford, aud Odo, Bi>hop of Bajeux, to 
administer justice through llie whole kingdom. Uu^h de I\Ioat- 
Ibrt was amply rewarded for his services j for he possessed iu Kent, 
Essex^ Norfolk, and SnffMlt, 1 >4 lordships. He hMt hhl lileia a 
duel with WelcheKne de Fetran, leawng issne H«gh, hia len end 
heir, who by his first wile had two sons, Bohert «Bd Hiagl« vh» 
both died without issve. Their &dier, who afierwds became 
a monh in the abbey of Bee, isNdmiaady, had by a second wUe, 
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a danghter, Alice de Montfort, who married Gilbert de Chmi, 
Barf of lincoln, nepliew to Queen Matilda, wife of the Conque- 
ror. This great earl is said to have had i S4 lordships in England. 
Gilbert and Alice had a son, called Hugh, who from his mother, 

she bping so great an heiress, assumed ilic simamo of Monifort. 
This Hugli de Montfort marj-ied Adelina, daughter ol Robert de 
Bclloinont, Farl of Mellent, and Leicester, by Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter ol" Hugh, the ^reat Earl ot Vecinandois, third son of Hcury I. 
Ring ofFrauce, and grcaigraud^uu of Hugh Capet. Uolcft (wo sons: 
Robert, who died without issue, and Tbuntan, who built Belde* 
sert-castle near Henly, co. Varw., which continued to be the 
chief seat of his descendants, for mtny generaiions, and after- 
wards devolved to the Aston ftmiljr, being part of the portion of 
Joyce de Frevile. His great gnndson was the famous Peter de 
Montfort, who for some years was in great favour with hissovo* 
reign, K\n^ Henry III. and was employed by him in many of* 
ficesofhif^h trust, and emolument, both in peace and war. He 
attended the king into France, and marched with Prince Edward 
mto Wales 1 and was made warden of die Marches, and govem<^ 
ofsereial castles. Bnt.in 46 Hen. %, being sospeded of finronr* 
ittg the fdbellions barons, he was prohibited bjr the ling from fofw 
tifying hts casde of Beldesert. If or were these jaspidons itt<r 
founded : for no sooner bad these powerful rebds jwaMmf^ l^ ^ 
Oxford, than they forced the lying's nf^sent to ihcir unreasonable 
onlinauccs,' and chose 24 persons, by nhom the kiufjdorn shoald 
be governed. Among these 24> Peter shewed himsel ( one of the 
most forward : for when all the rest of them, except himself and 
four others, were confcntdwt time brdhianees should be made 
jwA, and the king resloied to bb former power, he foined with 
^ mostviotencof Aem ifto^wsii^fC. The same jear he was 
BLarmei^funst tfaeUag atlloribamptoar, and when the town was 
stormed by tberoyalisis, be led to the casde j btM was forced 



tosumndar himself next day with his two tons, Peterand Robert, 
who were all three sent prisoners to Windsor-casile. The^ did 
not however remain long in connncment ; foron the i4lh of fibj 
following, happened the fatal battle of Lewes ; where, owing to 
the great eagerness of Prince Edward, in pursuing too far that 
brigade of the barons' army which he had routed, the day was 
lost, and the prince himself, the kiug, uud many noble persons, 
\?cre made prisoners. Pcicr, and his two sons, were forthwith set 
at libertjr. Shortly aAer this victoiy, the rebellions barons agreed 
among diemselves that nine persons should be selected to exer- 
cise rqgal power. Peter de Montfort was one of these nine ; and. 
they constituted commissioners to the King of France and to the 
Pope's Legate, to reform (as they termed It) and settle the kin|^ 
dom. In this commission there was a more special power ^\\pn 
to Peter dc Montfort than to any of the rest ; as it was dcclan d iliat 
whatsoever he should swear to do, the king must be oblij^i^d by 
it. Besides these eminent trusts, he was constituted in Dec. 
1364^ governed of 'WhitlingionrCastle in Shropshire^ and of 
IferefordfCastle. To this castle in Hay laSS, the king and prince 
were removed : and Oe Montfort issued a precqpt to Walter 
DevWMIX, then sheriff of Herefordshire, for the delivery of tha- 
revenues of that county to him, for better strengthening the cas- 
tle: he obtained also for his o^vn accommodation, a grant of 
Prince Edward's aparuneuts at Westminster. 

Peter de ^lonifort was now arrived at the pinnacle of Ids great- 
ness, which was however soon to be overthrown : for not many 
days after, Prince Edward made his escape from Hereford-castle, 
f * like a sudden flash oflighlning (says D u>^dale) breaking through 
a doud;* and raising a powerfid army, foUlike terrible thunder 
on the principal force of the rebdUouf barons, then lying at 
Evesham in Worcestershire, and obtained a complete victory. 
Peter de Montfort, and divers of the principal actois in that tra^ 
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gedy» irare left dead on the field* By the decree callad lbs 
** Dictum of Kcnilworth," the property of the Mimt forts wasTc- 
storcd to them ; and the greatest part of it afterwards devolved 
to Elizabeth^ groat grand-daughter of Peter de Montfort, vrho 
married Baldwin de Frevilc. 

BonTOcnr. Jobn de Botetourt, n Edw. i, was adminl of 
the ieet which conv^ed that Iting Into Gasconj ; and was also 
engaged in die wan of Seodand. He wedded Mbwid, sister and 
heiress of Otto, son and heir of Beatrice de Beatichamp, and bad 
livery of the lands of her inhoritaiicp. In i3i2, 5 Edw. 2, he was 
leagued with Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, in seizing 
Piers Gaversion, a measure w liicli was soon followed by the exe- 
cution of that favourite. He was again admiral of the fleet, 
8 Edw. 3. He wm smnuunod to pariiament as laron Bot^ 
toort, horn i Edw. 3> to his death. His son Thomas married 
Joan, one of the sbters and coheiresses of John de Someijr* Baron 
of Dudley, whereby a great inheritance came to his posterity. 
They had issue John, who married Joyce, heiress of Hugh dela 
Z^uch, of Ashby j by whom he had a son John, who died in his 
faUier's life time, leaving Joyce, his only child, his heir, who mar- 
ried Sir Hugli Burncll, Knl. but dic-d without issue in i/joS. 
The barony ofBoielourt was then in abeyance bciwecu the sisters of 
John, her father : of whom Joyce, the eldest, was wife of Sir 
Baldwin de Frevile. In the last centnij, Charlotte, Baroness 
Ferrers, (wife of George, Viscount Townshend) claimed the ba^ * 
rony of Botetourt, as descended from Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Baldwin de Frevilc j but, having proved her descent before the 
lords, she wavfd lior ri-^lit in favour of forborne Berkeley, lineally 
desrendi'd tioni the second sister of ,T<.»lm de Botetourt. The 
daughters oj James y fijlh l^rd Aston^ hud also a rights as des- 
cended Jrtan Jojce, second daughter of^r Baldwin de Fneviie / 
bntno cUim being pnt in on tbeirbebalO that of Koibome Bei^ 

Co 
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fey was nlloAvod, and in 1 7G », he was summoned to parliament as 
Barou liolntoui t. He died in 1770 without issue, when the barony 
of Botetourt devolved to his sister, the Dowager Duchess of 
Bcautort. 

BBDvmD Barony. Hngli de Beaucbamp came into England 
■widi the Conqueror, rtho bestowed npon luim ^Slordskipl in Bed- 
fordshire* bnides oib«r landa daeirhere. Hie aon Fa^anoi, or 

Pom, obtained from Wm. Rufus, the barony of Bedford. From 
bim dcsceaded VViiliam, who lived in the reign of Henry HI, 
and h^fi three sons : Simon, whose only child Joan de Beauchamp 
died wiihou tissue, a)id William and John, who died also with- 
out issue. The three daughters of William, Maud, £la, and 
Beatrice, then became his heirs, and with their descendants the 
barony of Bedford it in abc/ance. Tbese descendants are Tery 
numerous. Maud, tbe daugbter, and atlengtb sole beiress of 
Beatrice, married Jobn deBoieiourt, and tbeirdescendant Joyce, 
daughter and colieircss of Sir John Botetourt, carried tbe daims 
of Beatrice into the family of Frevile. 

SoMERY. At the time ol the Conqueror's survey, Ralph Pagat- 
ncll hold 45 lord.ships iu dilFrrrnt counties in England. Fulk 
N» . Paganell, his son and heir, pusscsscd a great part of the lands of 
Wm.Fitz-Aosculph, probably by marrying his daughter. This 
'William, in tbe time of tbe Conqueror, posseued 91 lordsbips in 
Yarions counties, togetber iritb Dudley-castle* Irbicb was bis 
principal seat. Ralpb Paganell, aon of Fnik, was possessed ol 
Dudlcy-castle. He had a son Robert, and a daughter Hawise, 
But Robert dying without issuo, llawise then became his heir, 
Sbe was first married to John dc Sonicry, of the couiwy of Cam- 
bridge. Dudley, and other lauds of great extent went to Ralph 
de Somery^ her son and heir. His heir was Roger bis second 
son, who married Amabil dc Segrave, daughter and beiress of 
Robert de Ghattcnmbe. Koger, their eldest son, bad two aom$ 
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Roger and John, who died without issue ; and two daughters* 
who thus became liis heirs ; Margaret, wife ol Jo^ de SuU.OD« 
and Joau, wife of Thomas Boiclourt. 

Greshs. Sir Henry Gntne the elder, purchased Norton, near 
Towcester, in NorthampeonsUre, 27 Edw. 5. . For hif great wis- 
dom, abiJittes, and inowledfje, he ivas advanced 10 the offiee of 
lord chief justice of England, and with his hug<B poa8aisions.'ift 
fiorthamptonshirc, left to his posterity one of die most jxnisidera- 
ble estates of that ngc. — (Bridge's Northampton, vol. 3, p. 246.) 
His grand dau>;hter Joan, was wife of Sir Baldwin do Frevilc, and 
lX\e mother 0/ Jojce de Frevile^ who married Sir Roger Aston. 
The eldest branch of this family ended in Sir Thomas Greene, 
Knt. whodied^a Ifen. 7, and 1^ two daughters end eoh^uqe^ies, 
Anne, married 10 Lord ysnxolfH^erowden ; . and Maud* wifolo 
Sir niomas Piunr, and mother of Queen (^tharine Parr. 

The arms of Greene are ^zure, three stags tripping, Or. 

Brereton. This very widely spreading family is to be traced to- 
Brereton in Cheshire, which manor was held by them under the 
barony of Kiudcriou, nearly from the Conquest till the deaili of 
Francis, Lord Brereton, in 17^3^ whose ancestor had been created 
Lord Brereton of Leighlio, in Irdmd, in 1604. From Randal, a 
younger son<|f Sir WiJliam Brereton, bj.Helen, heiress of Malpas, 
descended the Breceions of Malpas, extinct in 161 1 ; and those c»f 
Ashley, extinct in 1660 ^ from the Breretons ofMaJpas, who 
were also of Ipstoncs, in SialTordshire, descended the Breretons of 
Ecclcston, and VVelenliall ; those of Tatton, extinct about 1600, 
those oi lionlord, extinct by the death of Sir Thomas Brereton, 
Bart, in 1678, and several others. Sir William, younger son 
of Sir Randal Brereton, of Malpas, was groom of the chiimbcrs tC( 
Queen Ann Boleyn ; and in i535« lost his Ufo on the scaffold for 
supposed criminalitjr with his unhappy mistress. Sir Wm. Brere- 
um> knight <tf the shire for Cheshire, was appointed by thepai^ 
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liamont in if? }^, to the command of their forces in that coimtyy 
and in June i(»44» was made IMajor-Gcneral of Cheshire, (i) 

Dkaycot. Sir Roger Draycot, who married Joan Aston^ and 
ynM a Knight of the Holy Sepulchre, was deten^ted from Sir 
Philip Draicote, justice of Ghestar, a3 Hen. 5 ; whose ancestorNi* 
cholAs, was Lord of Ihaycot, in tlie reign of William the Conqne* 
Kur. Fkom Roger Draycot, uud Joan Aston, descended Richard 
Draycol of Painsley-hallj Esq. whose only daughter and heir 
Frances, married Marmaduke, Ix>rd Lan^dalc, wlio died in 1718. 
His son, the last Lord Lanjijdalp, diod about i7^';', without issue 
male, when his three daughters became his heirs : Elizabeth, re- 
lict of Robert Butler, Esq. of Dallyragget in Ireland, who has no 
issne ( Bfofy, married to Charies, late Lord Scourton, by whom 
sbtf ^ad William, the preseai Lord Stoarion^ and manjr other 
children ; and ApoUtmia, who married Hof^^ fifth Lord Glifibid- 
of Chudleigfa, and died without issue. 

' DiLvas. John de Delves, was seated at DcIvcs-hall neiir Uttoxc- 
ter, CO. StafTonl, li Edvv. i. His son Richard \vns constable of 
Hclcif»h-caslle. Uich.ud had two sons, John and Henry. John 
was a kniglitof great renown, and one of the four esquires who 
attended James, Lord Audley, at the battle of Poitiers, where 
they performed prodigies of Talour i of which an interesting ac- 
count is given in Froissart's Chronicles. He died without issue, 
11 Ric. 9, 1S87, and wm racoeeded hj hu brother Sir Henry, 
whose son and heir Sir John Delves, 1 6 Rich . 3, was knight of the 
shire for the county of Staflbrd, with Sir Thomas Aston. From 
him descended Sir John Delves ^ J other of Elizabeth , wife of 
John Aston, Esq. Hewas a particular favourite of King Henry 
VI., and repaying the king s attachment by the most faithfid adhe- 
rence, was slain when fighting bravely in his cause, at the battle 



(1) LjrMNM's Ghediixe, 37}, 4^1, 3o0. 
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oiTtmkeshury, 147 1 • His son, with varions persons of distinction, 
sought rcfu{^p in ihcabboy, whilher ihey were pnrsupd by tbc fu- 
rious King Hdward, who with his drawn sword, endeavoured 
to force his way into ihe cliurcli; but was refused adrnillancc by 
a resolute priest, liJl he had promised to pardon those who had 
fled to the sanctaaiy. Depending on the Idofj^s word, they 
neglected the means of escaping, and two days afterwards, wers 
drawn out and beheaded by the command of the lelenlless mo«. 
narch. Sir lliomas Delves, the last male of the family, was 
created a banmet. His daughter, and sole heir Elizabeth, about 
the year 1710, married Sir Hrian Broughlon, Bart, and brought 
Dodington and oihfr estates into the family. From him is descend- 
ed the present baronet Sir John Delves Broughlon. The arms of 
Delves are Argent , a chevron gules fr^ad Qr^telfvaen 5 Delves 
sabb. The dievron was part of die arms of Aodley, ff<nn to 
Sir John Delves, by Lord Andley, for his bravery at the battle of 
Poitiers. 

Bagot. This is a family o( great antiquity, and appears to 
have been settled at Bagot's Bromley, before the Conquest. In 
the reign of Richard I. Han ey Bagot, a younger son, married 
Milicent, sister and heir to Robert dc Stafford j and taking iho 
name of Stafford, was the progenitor of the illustrious line of the 
Sarons and Earls of StaflR>riil, and Dnhes of Buckingham, now re* 
presented by Sir Geoine Jemingham, Bart. About the time of 
Edward II. Sir Ralph Bagot, Knt. married Elizabeth, daughter 
andheirof Richard,LordofBlithfield, which has been ever since 
the principal residence of the Bagots, Their grandson, Richard 
Bagot, //iarr/(?£? Isabella, duugfuer of Sir Robert Asian, Knt. from 
whom the present Lord Bagot is descended. One ot" liis ances- 
tors. Sir Harvey Bagot, Bart, was created a baronet 5 Car. 1 . (For 
fiuther particulars see CoUins's Peerage.) 

Bmmnn. Richard Biddulph, of Biddulph in Staflbrdshirtt> 
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the fnisharul of Petronilla Aston, was descended from Ormos, 
Lord ol Darlasloiij in the reign orWilliam the Conqueror. I'Vancis, 
ihcir grandson, married Isabella, daughter to Sir Thomas Giflfard 
of ChiJJington, Kiit. and built in the time of Queen EUxabeth^a fine 
and stately house of stone at Biddulph. From them is descended 
John Btddvlph, of BurtMi in Sussex, Esq. who is still Lord of 
Biddolph. 

Basset ofBlore. John Basset, -who married Elizabeth Aston^ 
died wiihout issue. Fie was descended from Thurstan Basset^ 
who came over with ihe Conqueror, whose son Ralph was chief 
justice of England. His father WiJlianr was sheriff of SlafTord, 
and 6 Edw- 4iin3fricd Joan, eldest daughter and coheir ol Richard 
B|]rron. Margery, his other daughter and coheir, was wife to 
lliomas Walsh of WanKp, co. Leicester, Esq. and their daugh- 
ter Helen, the wife of Sir William littleton, Knt. was mother to 
Joan Littleton, the yfyh of John Aston. 

Blocwt ol Burton. Thomas Blount of Burton, and Blounts*-* 
hall, near Uitoxeler, who married Catherine As/on, was des- 
cended from John Blount, third son of Sir W. Blount, Knt. who 
had Jands in Burton, and Rolleston, 10 Rich. 2. Edward Blount, 
their grandson, died without issue, when his |>ropert)r reverted 
to EUaabeih, daughter and heir to Walter Blount, younger 
brother to Thomas. She married Thomas Pope, who took the 
name of Bloont. Their son. Sir Thomas Pqpe Bloont, was the 
founder of Trinity College^ Oxford, where he and his w ife, and 
his mother Elizabeth, are interred: he died in i558. From 
them de.scended Sir Thomas Pope Blount of Tittenhanger, co. 
ilert.«=, who published in 1690 a work much esteemed, entitled 

Censura Cclebriorum Autborum."(i) 



(i) Adam Blount temp. Edw. I, and Hngo his waa,^E, a, were Lords of 
Penkridge, co. Staff. 
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Coi.wiCH. The ancestor of George Colwich, who married a 
sisterofJohn Aston^ Esq, was seated there in the lime of Richard T. 
JohD de Ck)Iwich was witness.to a deed a5 Edw. i .—(See Wolse- 
lejr above.)— Edward, the son of George, left Elisabeth^ an only 
daughter and heuv who married, t Philip and BfarjF, Peter Leices- 
ter of Nether Tabley, CO. Chester, Esq. and brought him three 
daughters and coheirs, who sold their estate at Colwich, to Sir 
Rohert Wolseley, Bart, about the year 1634. — {Leicester's Clie- 
fchire^p. 558.) — Arms of Colwtch: JtrgentfO/ess between 5 rere 
mice displajedy sable. 

Ltftleton. For an account of this family see noteF. p. 140. 

Principal quarteriugs of Joan da litdeton, wife of Sir John de 
Aston, Knt. : — 

I. Fitswarine. 
3. Diaant. 

3. Somery. Or, two lions passant, argent. 

4- Quatrcmains. Gulesj a fess, azure, between 4 bands. Or. 

5. Grey de Rotheriieid. 

6. Bardolph. 

7. Uanselyn. 

8. Wanok voASanef, Cbedty, or and azure. 

9. 'Wirmgay. 

10. Westeote. Argent, a bend cotiaed, sable, within a bor- 
dnre engrailed j gules bezautec. 

II. Burlcy. Barry of six, sahlc, and or, on a chief of the se- 
cond two pallets of the firsts within ;tn inescuicbeoa argent, 
charged with three bars, gules. 

12. Grendon. Argent, two tljevrons, gules. 

13. Walsh. Gules^ two bars geinells, and a bend, argent* 

14. Wanlip. 

15. Waldeive. Or, three leopard^ headSj sable. 

16. Whitacre. Sable, thxee losenges, argent. 
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1 7 . Byron . Argent, three beodlets enhanced, golef . 

• 18. Clayton. 

19. Banasire. iirgeat, a cross flory, sable, in fess point a 
bezant. 

90. Colewick. 

31 . Peche. Gnles, afeM between six crois croislets, aigent. 

33. Hajrwurd. 

' sS. HmitingBeld. Or, a fess gules, between 5 torteanxes, 
argent. 

34. Ardon. Ermine, a foss chequy, or, and azure. 

35. Walsh of YVormleighiou. Argent, a Cess between 6 mart^ 

lets, sable. 

16. Littleton. Argent, a chevron between three escallops, 
sable. 

Welsh. The family of Welsh, in old deeds called Wallis, or 
Waleys, was of great antiquity inLeicestersliire ; and the name is 
to be found among those recorded to have eome into Eng^nd 

with the Conqueror. R ogcr de Walejs, married the daughter and 
heiress of Henry de Wanlip, a manor about 3 miles from Leices- 
ter, which after this marriaj^o, became the seal of tlic Welshes. 
Their son was styled Sir ^^ illiam Walevs of Wanlip, Knt. and 
flourished there "j Edw. i . His descendant [Richard Welsh, mar- 
ried 11 Hen. 6, 1 453, Eleanor, daughter and coheiress of Alan 
WaldeiTe, Esq. by Joanna, daughter and heiress of llicliard 
Wlutacre,£sq. AlanWaldeiye bad a seat near Meriden, called 
Alspath-hall, where bis ancestors were seated before the rttgn of 
Edward I. By this marriage it devolved to the "Welshes, and got 
the name of Welsh-hall. Sir Thomas \\ f Kh, son of Richard and 
Eloanora, married Margery, daughter and coheir of Sir Richard 
Ryron. Their daughter Helen married Sir Wm. Lytlelton, 
whose daughter Joan was wedded to Sir John Aston oJ Uaj- 
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wood, and brought Tijcall and IVanlip into the Aston Jamilj^ 
Sir Thomas Welsh died in i4y^- 

Bnifw. A fiunilj of Nonnan exiractaon, wbicli came over 
with William the Conqueror. Hie branch which remained in 
France attained the highest rank of nobiJitjr in Hnx coontiy. 
Ralph^e Buron, temp. W. Conq. held divers maqors in Derby- 
shire and ^otts ^ Robert^ his great grandson, married Cecilia, 
daughter and heirr-ss of Peter Clayton of Clayton, co. Lancaster, 
which became the residence of the Byrons. Sir John, their 
great grandson, married Alice, cousin and heir of Robert Ba'^ 
nastre, of Hyndley, co. Lancashire, Knt. ; and died xa Edw. a. 
His descendant. Sir Richard Byroo, married Joan, risier and hei- 
ress of Thomas doColewick, co. Notts. Thjui.Joan was a great 
heiress, and brought a considerable estate to the Byrons ; her fa- 
ther having married Joan, daughter and heiress of Sir John 
Peche, by his wife Alice, daughter and heiress of Sir W. llay- 
ward, Kut. by Joan liis wife, dauf^hter and coliciross of Sir Saier 
de Huntingfield. Sir Jolir) Pecho, was the son ol Richard Pccho 
andofHawise, daughter and coheiress of Wm. dc Ardca. Sir 
Richard Byron had by Joan de Golewick an only son,' who 
married SUigeiy, daughter of Sir John, Booth of Barton, by 
whom he had diree sons : Richard, Nicholas, ancestor to the 
present LprdStjpron, the oelebrated.poet, and Ralph. Richard, 
the eldest son, married Lucy, sister of Sir Thomas Ashton, Knt, 
by whom he had a son, James, who died williout issue, and a 
daughter Margery, who became his heir, and married first, Wil- 
liam Leke, Esq. ; and secondly, Thomas Welsh of Wanljp, Esq. 
ST4nanur. A fiunily of great note, wlddt has long iedde4 
. at Garleton, near Snaidi^ in the W^est Riding of Yorkshire. 
present worthy representative has lately proved his dsnm to the 
barony of Beaumont. 

Gtjuoir. Robert de Curaon came over with the Conqnerori 

D D 
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His gfuadaon Richard^ was scaled at Groiall, CO. Stafford, and 

had two sons, Robert, aud Thomas, ibe ancestor of Lord Scars- 
dale, and of Viscount Curton of Hnglcy. From Robert descpndcd 
Thomas Curzon, t/ic husband oJ\innc jfston, by whom he had 
issue three daughters. Sir Gcorgn Cur/on, Knt. grandson of 
Thomas Curzon, by a second wife, married Mary, sister and hei- 
rat of Sir WiUiaitt Lereson of liUeslrall. Heir only child and 
heir Bbij, married Edward SadLYille^ Earl of l>ortet« ivbow 
celebrated dud with LordBmcein i6iSj ia recorded in the Guar- 
dian, from them » Kneally descended the present Dale of 
Dorset. 

Erdeswick. This fnmlFy resided at Sandon in Staffordshire, 
for many generations. Hugh, xvfio niurried Helen yfston, yt^s 
greattmcle to Sampson r.rde.swick, the antiquary. Richard, son 
of Sampson, sold Saiidon to George Dighy, liis half brother, 
whose only daughter and heiress Jane, brouglit it in marriage to 
Charies, Lord Gerard of Gerard's- Bromley. His son Digby, 
Lord Gerard', left it to his only danghter and ketr, who marrie4 
\?il]iam, Duke of Hamiltouj (killed in a duel 171a)- The pre- 
sent Duke of Hamilton, grandson to this William^ sold it in 1777, 
to the late Lord ffarrowby, since which, it is become one ofthe 
most delightfid demesnes in the count>- of SinfTord. 
• BoLLES. Penlio-caslle in Monmouthsliircj was long' ihc resi- 
dence of this family. It was the ancient scat of the Scymoiirs. 
Bdles bore the arms of Seymour, and probably got the property 
by mariying an heiress of thatfitmily. 

Liiwutr; In lyEdw. 4* Thomas Lawl^ inherited the esiatef 
of John, Lord AVcnluck^ K. G. Richard, grandson of Thomas, 
was the father of Elizabeth, who married Antony Aston. Her • 
mother was the danghtcr and heiress of Edmund Rugeley, Esq. 
Thomas, grandson of Richard, was created a baronet in 1641^ 
from whom the present Sir Robevt La wley, Bart, is descended. 
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Gmscir* Roger de Toeni, hereditary standard-bearer of Nor- 
mandy, had three sons, Ralph, Robert, and Nigel, who were re- 
lated to William the Conquenjr, and accompanied him in his ex- 
pedition into England. Ralph was graudfaihor to Margaret de 
Toeni, heiress of Clifford'Oasfh^ <». Henrford : vrho murried 
Walior fits-Potttt, a Nomna banin, and was the progenitrix of 
aU the ftmilies in Eai^iikd of tlM aaiM of Oiflbfd : h«r husband 
Fil»>BoaB, being the first who erer boro th« name. Robert, who 
waaseated at Stafford-castle, and took the name of De StafibitU 
was the ancestor of the illustrious house of SlaHbrd : Nigel> as 
appears from Dnmesdav-hook. hold Drakclow in Derbyshire, 
which is the principal seal of the Grcslcys to this dayj and fioni 
him the present baronet is lineally descended. Sir Wm. Gresley, 
Knt. huAand ^ CaUiMma Astmit ym fitthnr lo Sir Geoi|^, the 
fintbaronei, created in i6ti. 

Hinoooicr. This aadent and iUnstiions lamilj is daseended 
from Bernard, a nobleman of the blood royal of Saxony, who 
being bom in Denmark, was snmamed the Dane. He was chief 
counsellor, and second in command to the famous Rollo, in his 
descent upon Normandy^ in 876 ; and when RoUo made himself 
master of that country, Bernard obtained Harcourt, and other 
lordships, in return for his eminent services. Robert his great 
gcandMn, acieaded Wiiliani, Duke of Honnandf into England, 
in 1066. Robert de Harooait* gpraadson of die aforeiaid Ebbert, 
inherited the Norman possessions of die fitmil/| and was ances- 
tor to the Duke d'Harcourt, and other' families in France. Ivo, 
brother of Robert, inherited all his father's estates in England. 
He was ancestor to Sir Simon Harcourt, who married Mary As« 
ton. Their grandson, Robert Harcourt, accompanied Sir W. 
Raleigh^ in his expedition to Guiana, in 1609, and in 161 5 pub- 
lished an account of his voyage. His sou. Sir Simon^ signalised 
hioisdf in the LowConniiies, against thefipaniards ; andin i64if 
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Ytta made governor of Dublin, and was killed in defending it 
against the rebels. Sir Simon, sun of llie hisl, was successively 
solicitor and allornoy-geueral, and lord keeper of the great seal : 
and in 1711, was created Daroa llarcourt. In 1 7 1 he was ap- 
pointed lord high chancellor 'of Great Britain, and in 1721, was 
advanced to the dignity of viscount. His grandson, Simon, Vis- 
conni Harcourt, in 1 749 was created Earl Harcoort, and in 1 7$! , 
was appointed governor to his present majesty. In 1 76 1 ^ he was 
sent ambassador to Strelitz, to demand the Princess Charlotte, 
and accompanied her to England. He was afterwards sent am- 
bassador to the court ol France, and then made lord lieutenant of 
Ireland. He was uuforluuateiy drowned in his own park al 
Wuneham, in 1777. 

Nesdham. Roli«rt Ncedham, huihand <^ Rtaum Mum, was 
of Shenton, co. Salop, where that family had long been seated. 
They hftd* tsrae two sons and four danghters : Sir Robert the 
eldest son, was created Viscount Kihoaorey of the kingdom of 
Ireland ; and from him the present viscount is lineally descended. 
Maud, the eldest dauf^litor, was married to John Aston, Esq. of 
Aston in Cheshire, and ilicir son Sir Thomas was created a ba- 
ronet in 1628. In the civil wars he was taken prisoner in a skir- 
mbh, and carried to Sta0brd, where he died of his wounds in 
1645. He wrote some pieces a ga i ust the Presbyterians, and was 
thediief man in his county that took part vnth the Ung, for whose 
service he raised a troop of horse. 

.- LkvbSOV. The fi^tof this family upon record is Richard Le- 
veson, who was seated at Willenball in Staflordshire, 37 Edw. 1. 
From him descended Richard Levcson of Presiwood^ Elsq. 
who had three sons: 1 . John, o. s. p. a. INicholas was Lord 
Mayor of Loudon^ and died in jDjg. 5. James. John, great 
grandson of ^Nicholas, died without isisue male ; but left two 
daughters: Christian, who miirried SirPete^ Temple of Slow, 
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Barl. andfHnces; die wife of Sir Thomas Gower, Bart, who in- 
heritod Limw^ffM and Trentham. From ' these two females 
spring at least 20 peers, or heirs apparent of peers, of Great 

Britain. James Levcson, younger brother of Nicholas, the lord 
mayor, was a rich merchant of the staple, and had pruptu ty at 
Wolverhampton and LilJeshull. By his i'lvsi wife he had a daugh- 
ter Mary, wife of Sir George Curzon of Croxail, who became bis 
heir. FrMn her descended the Dnhe of Dorset, Viscount Sack- 
TiUe, and the Earl of Thanet. Bj a second wife, James Leveson 
had two daughters : EltuAiak married to 5£r JVaUar^ston j 
uid Jojce to Sir John GiflTard of Chillington,Knt. 

Crompton. William Crompton, a rich nrorcer of London, at 
the dissolution of monasteries, purchased 5o Hen. 8, the scite of 
Stone Priory, with the demesnes thereunto belonging, and the 
deanery of .Stafford. It is remarked by Sir Simon Deggc, that 
it did him uo good ; and the family appears to be now extinct. 
His son William, who married Jane jfston, was sheriff of Staf- 
ford S0 Elis. and died 4 J^^c. 1. A grandson of theirs, Thomas 
Crompion, appears to have settled at Moreton, near Colwich. 
In i65g, he granted a piece of land lying at Reveing-hill, near 
Rngeley, worth 5/. 4s- per ann. to the parish of Colwich, with 
an intent thai 7/, loaves should be distributed to 3 | poor persons, 
every Sunday after diviae service, £rom that day till the end of 
the world. 

PkYTO. William Peyto, who married Elizabeth ^ston, was 
seated at Ghesierton, co. Warw., and was descended from 
Ridiard de Peyto, or De Piciarlft, (Poitou) who is stated to have 
possessed lands at Drayton near Stmtford, temp. Edw. 1. His an- 
cestor was probably one of the Poitetin noblemen brought over 
by King John, to the great displeasure of his Eluglish subjects. 
This family ended in a female, and is now represented by Lord 
Verney, who bears ihc name of Peyto-Vcruey. 
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FVbldihg. It appears from nnclcnt records that Gcoffrtjr, 
Coant of Hapdiorg, Lord of Laufienberg, and Rhinfeldeu, in 
Germanj, being oppressed by his relation Rodolph de Hapsbui^, 
afirrwards Emperor of Germany, and founder of the house of 
Austria, was reduced lo extreme poverty; when ono of his sons, 
called also GeutTrey, came over to England, and served King 
Henry III. m Itts wars ; and firom bis fiithei's lordship of Rhin- 
ftlden took die name of FeMea or Fielding ; and it farther ap- 
pear! that King Henrjr, in ciNuideration of his great extrtctioii, 
granted bim considerable estates. — (Dugd. Warw.) 

Basil Fielding, tbe eleventh in descent from Geoffrey, married 
Eliiobeth Aston. Williom, their eldest son, was knighted by 
King James I. at Belvoii>caslle, on his first entrance into England 
in i6o5, and v?as afterwards made Gustos Roiulorum of the 
county of Warwick. In 18 Jac. 1, he was created a baron^ by 
the title of liord Fielding, and afterwnrds fiscowl : and in 
oo Jac. I, Earl of Denbigh. Finnly adhering to Chaiies I. 
during the cirii war» he performed the part of e TtUant soldier, 
in enndry engagoiwems ; but in e sharp skirmbb with the enemy, 
near Birmingham, in 1643, he received several mortal wotmds^ 
of which he died a few days aftpr. — (Dugd. Warw. Clarendon's 
JJisi.^ — He married a sister of the celebrated George Villicrs, 
Duke of Buckingham^ by whom be bad two sons and fouf 
daughters. 

Basil, his eldest son, second Eail of Denbigh^ was Ibarlimes 
inarried, bnt died-widiout issuemole, in 1G73. Hb first wife was 
daughter of Ridiaid, Earl of Portland, and sister fo the second 
jfjadj Aston. 

George, second s<m of tbe first Eari of Denbigh, was created 
30 Jac 1, Baron Fieldkigond Viscount Callan, inlrdandj also 

Earl of Desmond in reversion. He died in \Cy(Sb. 

William, his eldest son, succeeded as Earl of Desmond, and on 
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' the death of his nncle Basil in 1675, he succeeded also to the 
earldom of Denbigh, and from him the present earl is lineally 
descended. 

From John, the youngest son of George^ Earl of Desmond, 
was descended Sir John, Fldding, the celelmied |ailiist of Bow 
street, and his brother Heniy Fieldiiig, the aatlior of Tom 
Jones." 

LvGT. The fitmOjr of Lucy is of very ancient and illuitruMif 

OKtmction, being descended from Thurstan de Cbariecote, se- 
cond son of Thurstan, Baron Montfort, of Beldcscrt-casile, of 
whom some account has already been given. It is also re- 
markable for iis noble alliances : among others. Sir William 
Lucy, Knt. who died 16 £dw. ^, married Elizabeth, daughter to 
Aei^ald, Lord Grey de Rvthven, who was descended from the 
Lords Astl^, Straofe of Bbdunere, Hastings, Basset of Dray- 
ton, Limgdiamp of Wilion-castle, Bardolf, «te. The Lnoies were 
seated at Cbarlecote, from the lime of King Rictiard T. I^o/ler, 
first iMvd Aston^ was born there. It was Sir Thomas Lucy, 
father of l^adj Aston, who threatened Shakspearo with a prose-* 
cution for decr-Ktealing in his park, which conopelled him lO gO 
to London, and attach himself 10 the theatre. 

TuiMEtBT. This family was seated at Pelham^ co. Line, in the 
reign of Edward III. By the marriage of Richard Thimelby with 
the heiress of Sir Andrew Latterril, Knt. towards the end of the 
1 5th centvry, they acquired the parish of Imham, (n^ich was af^ 
forwards their principal residence) and a claim to the barony of 
Laiterell. In 1^54, Elizabeth, sister of Sir John Thimelby, Knt. 
•married Richard Conquest, of Houghton-Conqiiest, co. Bedford. 
John Thimelby, son and heir of Sir John, had iwd sous who died 
iniauts, and an only daughter married to Thomas GifTard, Esq. 
of Chitlington^ wh6 died without issue, when the property of 
Imham devolved to the Conquests. Benedict Conquest of Im- 
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ham, Esq. who died iu 1 753, lefi an ouly daughter Mary, who be- 
came liis heir, his son Benedict having died at the aj^e of 20. She 
married Lord Aruiidell of Wardour, by >vhom slic had no male 
issue, but two daughters : Mary, who married her cousin, the laic 
Lord Arundell, and Eleanora, the wife of Lord CJiflbrd of Ug- 
)m>ok. Irnliam ii now the property of Lady Clifford. 

Pemaix. a fadiUjr of noie and antiqnity. SirWm. Penalla 
who manied Fnmoea Jlstont was second son of Sir Jobn P^rsall 
of Horsclcy, created a baronet in i6i5. He was descended from 
Sir R. Swiunerton do Penally Km. who was thrice sherifl' of the 
county of Staflonl in the reign of Edward IIL Sir William resided 
at Ciunvcil in Slan'onishire. J lis first wife was Mary Thimelby, sis- 
ter to Henry Thimelby, husband of Gertrude Aston, and to Cathe- 
rine ThimeJbyj tiie wife of Herbert Aston. He had uo male issue^ 
and Sir Thomas PenaU^tkeibnrlli baronet* was the last of the be* 
mily. His daughter Frances married Thomas Irelahd of Shrop- 
fhire. Esq, . 

l/VlSTOa. Sir Richard "Weston, Kut , father of Mary ^ Ladyji$m 
toTit was descended from Haleri, Lord of Weston^ in the'reign 
of Henry \. in that district of Lincolnshire called Holland. 
Being a person of great abilities, he was scut iu 1619, ambas- 
sador ^vilh Sir Edward Conway iuto Bohemia^ to close up the 
brieach between tlic Emperor, and the Elector I'alaiiue, son in law 
of King James L fmd the ensuing jrear ' was dispatched to Braac- 
elles, there 10 treat with the embasijr of the Emperor and the 
King of Spainj touchmg the restitution of the Palatinate. He 
was afterwards appointed chancellor, and underrtreasnrer of 
the exchequer. He discharged this office with so much 
wisdom and integrity, that in a? Jac. j. he had a commis- 
sion to execute the ollicc of treasurer of the exchequer dur- 
the kings pleasure. Ue wui> created u baron 4 ^» hy 
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the title of Lord Weston of ?«eyland in Suflfolk, and the same year 
was appointed lord high treasurer : in fi Car. i , he was chosen a 
Knight of the Garter, and in February Ibllowing, was made cap- 
taiu of the IsJe oi Wight. lu 8 Car. i, he was created Earl of 
Pom1ui4> uid dying in i634 a( Wallingford>house, in Westmiii* 
Mer^ was buried at Wiiuchester. At his dMth, by the king's coaH 
inaiid; the n^ioJeiSoart went tnlo moaming foron^ day.— (Thane's 
Autographs, v. 3.)— By his first wife Elizabeth, daughter of Wm. 
Piocbeon, Esq. of Writtle, co. Essex, he had a son, who died un* 
Biased, and two daughters : Eli/abeih married to Sir JohnNet- 
Icrville, Knt. son and lieir of INit hoias, Viscount IN'etter\'ille, and 
Mary^ Lady Astdn. By his second wife, he had three sons and 
four daughters. His three sons and his grandson inherited sno* 
celsively his honours, but dying widyovt iqale isffie, the title be 
dobeeziinct 

Gagi. A&mily, says.CamdBn, of great 'noie. It is pro|ii^ 
bly of foreign extraction. Sir John Gage was created a baronet 
in 1623. He married Penelope, grand-daughter and colrciress of 
Sir Thomas Kitson of Heugreave, co. Suflblk, Knt, who brought 
the Hengreavc estate into the Gage family. Sir Thomas Gage, his 
eldest son, second baronet^ was grand-father toWiUlani, Viscotint 
Gage. Hengreare went to Edward, diird son of Sir John, who 
wiss created a.baxoo^t in' 162a. His grandson; Sir John Gage> 
married JBliaabeth, daughter and sole heir of Thomas RooLwoo4 
of CdldHam, 'cq. Suffolk; His son. Sir Thomas Rookwood 
Gage, had one son and three daughters. The son had by his first 
wife, Charlotte, daughter of Thomas Filzherbcrt of Swinnerion, 
Esq. four sons. The eldest. Sir Thomas, the present baronet^ 
man-ied Lady Mary Amic Browne, daughter of the Larl oi KfiOf^ 
mare: his ueAtbroiher,>vho took the name and inherited the estat» 
of RooVINmhI, married MSss OpannBl of the hingdoinoil Ireland. 
Sir Edward Gage aboye-mentioned*. was Ael>iisband of Ffvvficer,^ 
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slaughter of JValter, second Lord Aston, who gave her his ei- 
taie at Puekington, i>€ar LichHeld, for her portion : she was his 
second wife, and had one son, Fr-ancis, of whom she died in child- 
bed \ he inherited Pfickiugiou, and niarried EHiiabelh, daughter 
vsA soke heiress of John DcTereax, Esq. of the island of Monlse- 
iM. Be dkdito > 739, leaving one idd, Dwereair. 
. Sd*ili.eoi!i. OingiaaUyfiEvm Sotitbco^ CO, Ikvwk Michael 
So«th«M) settled tbero S7 Hen. S. Frooi him dMoeaM 
John Southcote, ivho was a jndge of lihe KiM^s Bench in i569. 
He had an estate at Witham in Essex, and was there buried ia 
l585. His grandson Sir John Soulhcot, Knt, married ElizOm 
heth yfston, and resided at Alhery, near Mcrstham, co. Surrey. 
The last male of the family was Philip Southcot, grandson of Sir 
John and Elizabeth Aston, who lived at Wobnrn Fhnn, co. Sumjr. 
A branch of this fiimilywas settled for many genenMumlat Ctl* 
terld^ in Deyonahire, toow theaeail of€hMles Chichester, Beq. 

SonMKt. Hemy SOnenMI^ of Penilegr Court, co. Glottoeiter* 
hAshandofkUnd Aston, nai ield;est soa of Sir John Someesec, 
ifcitt. "second son of the renowned Marquis of Worcester, whose 
graiitlson iu 1683 was created Duke of Beaufort. They had issue 
one (laughter who was a nun ; and one son, Edward Maria, who 
married two wives, Clare and Anne, sisters ; the daughters of 
Charles Calvert, Lord Baltimore ; but he died nithont imo kk 
1711. 

Oeu. Tbu hxttXf is M gireat' anti^if m Vonhiudierlani. 
ixk i&Edw. 5, Robert de Og|^. eibtaittad licence to make a cas* 
tie of his manor house ai Oggle. His descendant, Siv Robeel 
Ogle, Knt. 1 Edw. 4» "V^as sntnmoned to parliament as a baron 
of the realm. Cuthhei t, last Lord Ogle, died 'IqEHs., leaving 
issue two daughters his heirs : Joan married to Ktlvsard Talbot, a 
younger son of George, Earl of Shrewsbury^ b»t who died wilb!- 
Oat issue; whereupon Catherine, her youngest sistier, becano 
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sole heir. She was wife to Sir Charles Cavciuli-,li, Knt. of Wcl- 
beck, CO. Notts; and iu iGs*), look the title of Darouess Ogle, of 
Ogle CO. Norihumbcrlauii. J rom Thomas, the younger brother 
of CutUterty probably deicend«d Elisabeth Ogle, wiiTeof Thoma'a 
A^ttm. 

BidOmiT. This ancient Camil/ is said to take its jrise from the 

Blondi, or Biondt in Italy, and ihey, from the Roman Fla%4i, 
both so called from their £sm hug, Le Blood* Lord of Ouines in 
France, had three sons, who came over with the Conqueror. 
Olio returned into France j tiie ollior two. Sir Hubert and Sir 
William, were the progenitors ol all the iHounts in England. 
Sir Robert ^as cij-eat^d by ihc Conqueror Baron of Ickjsworih in 
Suffolk } .in which, cotuny he had 1 3^ lordships. .He was eoiitled^ 
DtoB wrtrnriiff tniUumuim i Sir Wi|Uaii^ hisbrotbertfi was geF> 
neralof the foot, to Conqueror,; had, six lordsibv^.in I^Of 
colnshire. From Sir Robert descended Gilbert, Baron of Icks- 
worth, who had two sons, William and Stephen. William, bad 
a son William, who was slain at the battle of Lewes iai64» ^nd 
was the last Barou of Ickswoi lh. Sir Stephen Blount, his uncle, 
married Maria, sole daughter an|d, heiress Sir Wm. Lc BJound-, 
of Saxlingluuu in SutTolk j .who was gre^t grandson of Uic lirsC 
StBWiUiua .that came over with. vihe Qpnqficrqr. .. fiiiryViUiam| 
KPUidspn .of ^l»gp^;waft;.»hfirijf of jjftiiUftnd^^^^ 
Edw. 1, 1.507. . Uq.lMnl three sons : from S^t Xhoi^a^^ciBloiiiiudi 
thesecond son, who was steward of the household to Edward 1% 
descend the Blounts of Maplc-Uurham, near Reading .itr^firk> 
sihre. Of the third son there is uo record. Possibly he mij^ht he 
that David lc Blound, who was seated at Biuon near Bath^ in the 
jlp^gn of Edward IL where bis family lexnained above aoo years. 
(See Atkyn's Gloucestershiie). Sir Walter, of Rock in Worcester- 
shire^eklest sonofSirWillian, married Jfoaii, daughter and heiress 
of Sir W. de ^pdingfon^-vifliich. place rgoijuned^lhe seat of (hefa- 
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m'\\y till about the middle of tlic last century. Sir Jolm Blount, 
son of Sir Walter, married Tsoldn, daughter and heiress of Tho- 
mas, Lord Monljoyc. Sir Thomas Blount, his eldest son, ad- 
liering lo bis lawful sovereign. King Richard 11. 'vras executed 
for high treason t Hen. 4, 1 399. Sir Walter Blonnt, whom John 
of Gaunt apj^ointed one of his ezecnidrs, with a legacy of 100 
tnariis, vnt poniblj broiher of'tlris -Sir ThontoSy and the Itard, 
t^ho was killed at the batUe of Shrewdbory in 140?, whoseTakmr 
is so highly celebrated by Shalicspearfe. Sir Walter Blount, son 
of Sir Thomas, was treasurer of Calais, and afterw ards of Eng- 
land, and was crrateii Lord Monljoy in it^Gb. He married Anne, 
Duchess of Buckingham. His descendant Charles, Lord Mont- 
icy, was an admiral, and knight of the Garter, and was created 
Carl of Deronsbire. He fied in i'6o6i lea?ing n6 msle isanei bnt 
a natnrd son, who was created Lord Montjo/, Earl of New|K>ft. 
His grand»on Heimj^ fifth and last lEarf of Ilewpoit; ^ed in 
1679, without iisve. Sir John Blotmi, Sec<mdi0n 6f Sir John 
nnd Isolda, above-tnentioned, was ancestor by a second ^ife, the 
daughter and heir of Sir B. Cornwall of K inlet, Knt. of the 
Blounls of kinlet, Eye, Kidderminster, Orknon, etc. From him, 
by bis first wife, descended Sir W alter Blount, who was created a 
Itaronet 1 8 Car. '1 . His was a grekt snfier^ for that king, and was 
long imprisoned ; fitst at Oxford^ therf in the Ibwer of Ijondon-; 
liis brothers, and lonr of bis sons, were all in die same service. 
His'eldest daughter Eleanor; wh'O married Walter Aston^ Esq. 
a/tittVkrds third Lord Aston^ died in 1674, before her husband 
'cam'e'tb the title. The present Sir Edward Blount, of Mawley and 
Soddington, CO. "Wore, is the grandson of Sir Walter Blount, who 
married Mary, eldest daughter and coheiress of James, iifth Lord 
Aston. •'■ • . . • r - i. . . 

- Howjito.V A fnll acfconnt dies^ two illustrious fanihlss,' 
' ' Tluot:' jwhich ar^'B^axly conoected, ia given in CoUilis*s 
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Ptange. Sir Robert ^wtrd, created Doke of Norfolk in 1 483^ 
ivas descended by bis moth^ from Thomas de Broiherttnr, Earl 
of NoffdDt, eldest son of King Edward I. by his second wife Mar- 
garet of France. Thomas, foarth Duke of Norfolk, married 
Mary, daughter and coheiress of tiehry, Earl of Anmdell, who 
inherited Arundrll-casilc. His grandson Thomas, Earl of Arun- 
dell and Norfolk, married Aieihea, daughter, and at length sole 
heir to Gilbert Talbot, Earl of Shrewsbury j and acquired by this 
marriage Worksop' Manor, and ^aV^esCsteii'in Yoiiubire and 
Notts. Bernard Howard, the present Duke of Norfolk, is des- 
cended from Bernard, eigbtii' sotiXtf Ueury, Earl of Anmdell, 
wbo died in i656. The Lords Stourton and Fetre arc now the 
representatives and heirs general of the Lady Alethea Talbot^ and 
Thomas, Earl of Arundell, being descended from the two daugh- 
ters and coheiresses of the Honourable Philip Howard, who was 
youngest brother to Lady Astou^ and to '!|^.homas ,aud Henry, 
Eighth and ninth Dukes of Norfolk. 

Charles Talbot, the preseniof Eail of 9lirainbiiry, is n^hew to 
Bariiara, Cad^ Asion;' and is descended frmn Sir Gilbert Talbot, 
K. 6. second son of Jobn«. secoqd Earl of Shrewsbury. The tide 
came into that line, by the death of Edward, eighth Earl of 
Shrewsbury, 'without issue,' in i6i 7. Charles, twelfth Earl of 
Shrewsbury, was created Mar(juis of Allou, and Duke of Sbrcws- 

btiry J but died in 1718 without issue. ' ** ^" ' ^ ' 

• •1 ,»«-»■»•» I," 

»• •! " >l . ..Mil' i,4 <r. < ? ..'j .... ...... 



Np. VI. 
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Pf TVS 

ASTOK FAMILY. 



I have not met with a more noble family, maasuring on the lerel 
of flat and nnadvantaged antiquity. Tbey hare OTSr bocM • gOpd 
respect to the church, and to leanuMi bm* 



Therf are many places in F-ntjland of ihc name of Aston, which 
were probably so called iVom thrir relative situation to some 
other piao; of greater consequence. VoVj as Weston, 3'orton, 
and Sutton, are derived from West-town, North-town, and South- 
town, SO Aston or Eston, as it wu sometimes written, is dnnved 
from East>town ; all these places having been so called from 
their relative siioation to one more considerable than themselvs. 

It seems probable, that the Astons of Haywood and Tixall, 
(who were seated at the former place before the middle of the 
iSthcenturv) were a branch of the Astons, of Aston in Cheshire ; 
a distinguished family, which has resided on the same spot, at 
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leasi from the une of Edward the Confessor, (i) It is now repre- 
Mated by Sit WiUoughb/ Aston, Bart. 

» Of tncioBt iiMiUjr* tajri Wotton, *< ms Hadaid, or 
04Nrd» ia tktt laoke cf Edward ibe GoofeHor^ or prior to tlui, and 

stjied, Hadard de East-town, lord of the maaor of East-town« 
since c«Ued Aston ; from which place this family was dcnonainated. 
They are oientiuaediv JDomesday-book to be possessors of land 
kt this county." (i) 

Beside other reasons for believing that the Asions of Hay- 
wood went descended from diose of Cheshire, I find that the 
fiaaa GhrisliaiinafMS occur ia the pedigrees of ibe earlier branches 
of boih fiuniJiee* a circnraatance much reUed 00 hy gjenealo- 
gista ; and moreover, that the colours blaxoned in iheur ama are 
the same, though the bearings are different ; the anos. of Aston of 
Cheshire, being sable and argent, party per chevron, those of 
Aston of Tixall, argent, a less, three iozenj^ns in chief sable. 
This circumstance of similar colours, and ditlerent bearings, is 
not at ail uncommon in the various branches of many ancienl fa- 
viilies. But wfaateicer oiajr have been (he origin of die Aatona of 
Haywood and TizaU, in ihe county of Stafford, kis certaia« that 
ihey eooo rose to great enuMnce on account of their ezteaaiTe 
possessions and splendid aHiancae; they were always disttik* 
gaishedfor their loveol ams and hatlers ; and dmong odier an- 
cient authors, they are mentioned in TCiy honourable terms by 
Camden, Drayton, and Fuller. 

Roger de Aston, the Orst of the family who is known to have re* 
sided at Uaywc«Ml, was a younger sen of Ralph de Aston or 
EsioD, in the coanty ef Siafibed ; (3) and it is probable that his 

(>) Sir Pet. Lejcester's Aniiq. of Clicibiref'p. ao3. BeethiqB's Bnoaat. 

(2) Wotloti's Baronet. 

(3) Loidale, Paroch. Aotiq. of Staff. BIS. penes March, de BucluDgham. 
End. at Tixall. ChebwyndMSS. 



( "32) 

eldor brother was that John do Kston, nhose name occurs amoiij* 
the rebollious baruns who maintained Kenilwortli-castlc, iu War- 
>vickshire, against Henry HI. in the year ia66, till they yitre 
compeUed hy fiunine and sidmess to snnender. (i) If we may 
fonn a judgment of him bj those -Intth whom he was then as^ 
sociated, he must have been a person of oonsideraMe consequence. 

In or about the year 1291, 19 Edw. 1, Roger de Molend^ 
Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, gmnicd to this Roger de 
Aston, several estates at Haywood and Longdon, in the county 
of StaflTord, together with the niastorship of tlie game in Can- 
nock Wood, to him and liis heirs for ever. In ihe original deed» 
which is in Latiu^ ii is expressed, that these gvanls WWW made 
by the bishop Rogero de Aston, FalMo suo. To form a pro- 
per ofMnion of the rank and condition Roger de Aston, we ' 
must now. consider the meaning of this expression Valetto suo> 
The word Valettus is thus defined by Dncange in his Glofsaiy 1 
Magnatis filhis, qui nondum militare cingulum erat consecu- 
tiis : tin* SOU of a nobleman who had not yet been girt with the 
sword of knighthood ; and lie also observes, that the lerm ras- 
salus is to be taken m those early times, as the equivalent of 
miles or knight ; and valMutittaieeomtmed. guasipossaiettus^ 
the' diminntife oi-vaisabiSf uidtiieaning a li(ileor. halflaig|ili 

An new edition of the'**iHistoiy of .the'Empireiof Coiisiaal»> 
BOple^'^'by ViUe4iaidi|ini wat pnblisfaed by'^Dacange; and/ ui 
theGlossaiy to that work, p. 187^ he^ays, " In addition to tho 
remarks which 1 have made in my notes on Ville-Harduin, 1 must 
obscr\'e, that it seems that the third figure in the game of cards 
called the Valet, (Knave) represents the son of the king and queen, 
and their principal heir. For Ville-Harduin clearly shews, that 
in his tune the prince and successor to the empire was so called,. 

^1. . I.- ,, ■ • • ' — ' 1 ' 

(1) Dugd. Warn, by Thmgias, p. a47* 

f 
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one! lliat ii by no means lucaut a servant or Uupiuis^ as is falsely 
supposed." For this meaning of the word valeltus >vc have also 
theauUioriiy of Selden, who says, " The young heirs dial were 
to be knighted, and so in ihrnext degree to a knight, were 
comprehended under the tide otpaleuii and cafef was ancientljr 
with OS, as in France also, a name specially denoting yomig 
gentlemen, though of great descent and quality, (i) St. Palaye^ 
in his interesting " Memoirs of Ancient Chivalry," states three 
degrees, through which, a young man intended for the military 
profession, ordinarily passed. He was lirst, a page, second, an 
esquire, third, a knight : vulciiuSt amtiger, miles. It is to the 
first of these titles, the page, that the term vcdettus strictly ap> 
plies, (a) In confirmation of those testimonies in favcmr of the 
honourable meaning of the word vaiet in ancient days, it may be 
proper to add, that in a document preserved by Rymer, which 
records a grant from King Edward III. to Chaucer, the poet is 
styled dilectus valettits noster. This grant of King Edward to 
Chaucer, was dated about a century after that of liogRr de Mo- 
lend to Roger dc Aston, but at a period when the institutions of 
chivalry were still in their highest vigour and splendour. 

It is wdl known that in the feudal times, and down to the p^ 
riod of the Reformation, the bishop's palace was much resorted 
toby young noblemen, as a place of education. Cardinal Wol- 
sey had several under his roof, who were even accustomed to 
wait upon him like servants. (5) The bishops, moreover, being 
always considered as feudal lords, and barons of the realm, 
had generally about them the same train of military attendants as 
the temporal peers ; they were accompanied in the same manner. 



(i) Till, of Hon. Part %, chap. 5, p. 83i. 

(a) Tom. I, part i. 

(3) Hume, Hist. Hen. 8, chap. 38. 

Fp 
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by their paf»p<!, csqiiires, and knifjhis. We may therefoi^ sufely 
conclude, that Ro«];or dp Aston was a youn{» gentleman of noble 
birth, who l)ein;^ educated in the palace of the Bishop of Lich- 
field, became his favourilc page, and the heir of a considerable 
part of his property. 

And here we may paaw a moment, to ohserre the strange alte- 
rations which time and coslom will effect in the signification of 
'words. The term piUett which was formerly a title of honour, 
and apprv^ated to yoimg noblemen of the first rank, is now 
come to mean nothing bnt a noblcman*s private servant j and in 
like manner, the word kncn'C, wliich from the German knabf 
originally signified a hoy, a hid, and afterwards a servant, is now a 
rogue, or scoundrel. JSo true is the remark of Horace: 

Multa renascentur qux jam cecidere, cadeotcjue 
Qa» Dime sant in honoie vocabnla, A ti^^ iintf> 
Qaem pen«s aiUtiioai est, et jtis «t noma loqaimdi. (i) 

The estate of Haywood, and the mastership of the game in 

Cannock Wood, thus bestowed on Koger de Aston, by the Bishop 
oILiGhfield, hav<; continued with his descendants, though with 
some vicissiiudi'i, down to the present day j but the property at 
Lon^don devolved to a younger branch, and in the reign of 
Henry y. was carried by an heiress into another family. Some 
remains of the ancient residence at Haywood are still visible, and 
form part o/ a large mall-house, in which on the third of Jmie 
1806, nearly 700 persons were regaled with an ox roasted whole, 
and a plentifol entertainment, in honour of the birth of Thomas 
Aston Clifford, sou and heir of Sir Thomas Clifford, Bart, grand- 
son of James, fifth Lord Aston, and the present possessor oC 
die estates of Haywood and TixaU. 



(1) DeAcUPoek. 



Digitized by Google 



( a55) 

<' In mjmmory* says Pennant, " Hat old seat was in po»> 

session of the Wlutbys, but it has since been reunited 10 die honee 
of Tixall, by purchase : ihe baru belonging to the manor-house at 
Haywood, was of a most ma^pificent siae» but of late has been' 
greatly reducfid"(i) 

It will not be imaccepiable to the curious reader to find in this 
place, some infonnation respecting Roger de-BfoIead, the muni- 
ficent benefiKtor of Bog^ de Asion. Roger de Molend, alias 
Longesp^ was the third son of ViUiam Longesp^ and Eia, 
daughter and heiress of William Fits^Patrick, EarlofSalishwy'. (a) 
William Longespee his father, was the natural son of Henry II. 
and Rosamund ClifTord, commoniy called Fair Rosamund^ the 
beautiful daughter of Walter de ClitJ'ord, ofClifl'ord-casdc, in the 
CO. Hereford. £Ia was so great an heiress, ttiat shn was privately 
carried over to France by her friends, and concealed in a convent 
in that country, till a proper marriage eonid b«.finMl upegn for 
her; but the ^ce of her confinement being discoveted by one. 
)jf iUiiiB ISiOboc, a nunstral or harper, she was brooghc hMh.iol 
En^^andj and given in marriage by King Richard I. to William 
Longespee, his natural brother, who in her right was also made 
Earl of Salisbury. (5) William Longespee, or Longsword, Earl 
of Salisbury, was a great hero in bis time, but died at an early age; 
and after his deaiii, the Coimless £la devoted herself to works of 
piety ; and was the foundress, and first abbess of Laeock Ahbeyv 
in Wiltshire, wherashe died, and wasboried. Her tomb isstill 
to be seen in the iry-manded cloisters of that place. 

Roger de Molend is called by Bblhew Plaris^ Regis Nepos ; 
which may signify either that he was grandson to King Henry IL 



(i) Joumay from Chest, to Load. 

(a) Godwin de Praesul. Shaw's Hist, of Staff, vol. i,p. a68. 

(3) Dog d. Baron. voL i . Pra£ to Peccjr's Aoli^ oi An. £iig. Poet. 
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<^n^hew to Kings Richard and John. On the fesignftti<Hir of 
Roger de Weseham, in the year i?56, lie was chosen tomoce«d 
him in the bishopric of Lichfield, through rhc iulcrcst of his cou- 
sin, Richard, Earl of roniwall, hroiher lo Kinj^ Henry 111. Bi- 
shop de Molend, Avas uLo one of ihe pope's chaplains, aud ni the 
last year of the reign of Henry 111. nM appointed sherifl* of 
Biniuluffe. He wac edncated^ and perinea bom in a foreign 
country, and was litde conversant with the English language ; 
and was moreover so often absent from his diocese, that Peck- 
hami Archbishop of Canterbury, thought it proper to address a 
mandate to him, to enforce his residence ; and in the year 1284, 
appointed liiias de Naplon, Arclibi.shup o( Derby, to assist him in 
the discharge of his functions . De Mdleiui, however, was a libe- 
ral benefactor to the church. He recovered several possessions 
bdonging to his see, which had been nearly lost ; added three 
fivings to the. prebends of the cathedral, and doubled the dailjr 
stipend of the canons. In the year ia6o, he purchased a piece of 
lend on the south-side of the Strand, in London, and built thereon 
an qpiscopal palace, which was sometimes called Chesten.plnce, and 
was conveyed by that nameSi Hen, 8, to Edward, Earl of Hert- 
ford, afterwards the protector, Duke of Somerset, in compensa- 
tion for which it is said, the parsonage of Hanbury iu the county 
of Stafford was given to the see. He died at an advanced age, in 
the year i^qS, and was buried in the cathedral at Lichfield, 
under a tomb on the soulh-side of the high altar, just below the 
bishop's seat. (1) 

\ The original deed of the Bishop (^lichfioldli grant to Roger de 

Aston, gives the following account of the transaction : 

Roger de Molend grants to Roger de Aston (diliv to ^'aIetlo 
suo)all the lands and tenements, w hich Philip ^oel formerly held 



(i) Aug. Sacra^ vol. 1, p. 447* Hanfoodls Daierip of lichC Gath. 
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Hi Longdon ; and abo ilie cnstodjrof his woods, betonging to liis 
barony of LichGeld and Haywood : and also the chief guar* 
diamhip of all his parks and hays, within his free chace of Can<> 

nock, with comraon of pasture for all liis l)casts, and pannage for 
5o swine, in all the aforesaid woods, (except the parks and assarts) 
and four oaks yearly for lire-wood, and one for timber, for the 
repairs of his house : el quod priedictus Rogerus et hcrcdes sui, 
pnedictOB Boscos, Chadas, Haias, et Parcos, iacKw sen fit* 
dendos inTiridi venatione, cnm agistamentis, imparcamentis, at> 
tacbiamentiSf et dnmibns aliis ad costodias illas pertimeatibuSi 
cikstodiant et consenrent in perpetunm. Which ^rant is con- 
firmed by Thomas, Priorof Coventry, under the common seal of 
tli;»t cathedral, A.D. 1291. ^Vilncsses to Roger de Molciid's deed, 
INichulas, Prior of St. Thomas> William de Stafford, Henry Mau* 
veysiu, Knt. 

The said Roger deMolend granted further by another deed to 
Roger de Asion, several lands and tenements in Hajrwood and 
Bishton, .to be hdd of him and his successors, by the eighth part 
of a knight's fee, and e^bt shillings of yearly rent, and a resets 

Tation of their appearance at his court at Haywood." 

" A.D. i5.'^8, no Hen. 8, Rowland, Bishop of Coventry and 
Lichlieldy conLirius to Sir tldward Aston, the chief raugership 
of all his parks, hays, and chaces, in Cankwood j granting him 
moreoveTj two fee bocks, every summer, and two does each 
winter ; and one buck and one doe out of Beaudesert Park : to- 
gether with the umbles of every buck and doe killed yearly, ex- 
Ceft, the umbles of such deer as shall be killed when the bishop or 
Ills successors shall hunt themselves. He granted further to the 
saiil Sir Edward and his heirs, 100 loads of lire-wood yearly 
from Lankwood> to be .spent either at his house at iiaywuud or 
Tixall."(i) 



(1) ChetwyadaiS. 
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Roger da Asion added considerably to the property which lie 
bald by the bounty of the Bishop of Lichfiold. He obtaint^d a 
grant of other lands at Haywood, from Adam dc Aston, who 
mif»htbR supposed to be of the same family, only that his arms 
rere difloreui, the seal atlixcd to the deed hearin-^ a bend, with 
a Cjaiherinc wheel iu chief, iu the dexter poiut, and a wheel for the 
crest. He also purchased the lordship of Broughton in ihe parish 
<^Longdon; and of John de Bodand, all his tenanenis in the 
rill of BlilhlHir)r» held of Martin Martel of Cannock, for the sum 
of 46/. i3s* 4d. and the annual pnyn^cnt of a chief rent of i8jd. 
with a c/oi'C o/*gor//c, to be delivered to the said Martin, within 
the door of the hall ol llie principal messuaf^c on the birth-day of 
our Lord, before the hour of nine in the forenoon: This sum of 
46/. i3s. 4d. appears very small uow a-days for tlic purchase of 
an estate. Bnt first, we must observe, that the nominal pound 
sieriing of that period was a real pound <rf silver, orabout three 
of our nominalpounds, whidi at once nuses the sum to 140/. sdly, 
Therentalofland was at that time low; for it appears that the subsi- 
dies which were first imposed aboiit the time of Richard II. and were 
the origin of our land-tax, (being a tax imposed upon persons in 
respect of their reputed estates, after the nominal rate ol 4s. in the 
pound for lauds, and us. 6d. for goods) did not, according to Sir 
Edward Coke^ amount to more than 70,000/. Whereas a land- 
tax of4s. in the pound on the land pnly, now produces above two 
millifms, and if fully and fiiirljr assessed upon the present rentab, 
would amount to more than seven nuUiolis. According to this 
calculation, 140/. at that lime should purchase as much land as 
14,000/. would now :■ — thus supposing the average price of land 
to be now about 70/. an acre, (a very high estimate) the estate of 
Roger Aston in Uiithbury, could nolhave been less than 200 acres. 
And this appears very likely, as this estate came to Martin of Can- 
nock, above>mentioned^ by marriage with Leritia, one of the two 
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daughiers and coheiresses of Sir Win. Kilby, who was sole Lord 
of Blkbbury, wbich probablj consists of considerably more than 

400 acres. 

I shall conclude these details respecting Roger de Aston, by no- 
ticiag a singular coinddaice or connexion mluch atl«ngth took 
place between his £unUjr and that of Roger de Molend, his bene- 
&ctor. Roger de Molend was« dirou^ his grandmother Rosa- 
mond ClifTord, great granclsou of Walter de Clifford, of Clifford- 
castle; and the late Hon. Thomas Clifford, of Tixall, (who by his 
morrlajTc ^Uh the daughter and heiress of Lord Aston, became 
possessor of the estate at Haywood) was aIso» lineally descended 
bjr the male line from the said Walter de Clifford j so that the 
esate of Hay wood^ after remaining for five centuries with the 
direct descendanu oif Roger de Aston, the original gran- 
tee, became the propertjr of a descendant from the fitmily of 
the original grantor; and this was effected by a onion between 
the fenoiiies of both. 

Quod divdm promittere nemo 

Auderct, volyeoda dies cn attulit ullro! 

Roger de Aston, who may thus be considered as the foonder of 
this family, died in the year i3oo. 

Sibiila, the eldest daugliicrof Roger de Aston, married Richard 
Wolseley. The following account of the origin uf i]ii;> family is 
given by Chetwynd^ in his Manoscript Collections. 

Trent having left Colwich, passes, between Wolseley and 
Bi^hton, both which were ancioilly members of Haywood. Ni- 
gelltts, paternal ancestor of ihe Gricsleys, held WulseleMh of y° 
Bp. 20 Conq. ii being then rated at half a hide, and valued at 4od. 
About the lime of King Henry H. it was divided beiwixt Rio. de 
Hintes, and Aic. de Wolseley, as appears by the following 
deed : 

H«c est Conventiofiictftiiiler Ricaidnm deHintes, et Ricardum 
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de Wokeliegli Ncpotemsuqm ; Qnod conunum consensu arnica^ 
rum eonim, ex nlrftque parte sunt interaffidati fideliter simul 
tenere jara eoram apud WttkeUegh : fideliter et potenter ser- 
yme, etaimol gu]>emare, etinbomnn tractare ; et ubijura eoram 
retro sint, quod adquirerc potrrini fidfiliter ct potonter purcht^- 
ciare, ct dimidiarc : ila quod neuter eonun dc allcro flectabit, 
nei: coticordlam faciei de placilo siue allcro, nec placiluin tom- 
mutaljit. Hauc auicm Convcntionem fideliter observarc ex 
Qtrdque parte, et confimiare, Hij sunt testes. Ra|. de MvtlOD. 
Ada fil. ejus. Ada de Colwia, enm alib multis. > 

Not long after it^ame into jr* possession of the WolselejrSt wbo 
lield it of y* Greisleys, by y* rent of 4s. per, an. and after manj 
generations devolved to S' Thomas Wolseley, and from him to S' 
Rob. WoIsclcy, who was advanced to y* dignity of a baronet 
4 Car. 1, and liad issue S' Churles Wplsele^ gf Wolseley, Bart, 
pow living 1680." 

This Sir Charles Wolseley, who was living in die tbn^ ofWaher 
Chetwynd of Ingesirie, was a great faTOurile with Oliver Crom- 
well, who allowc4 him to draw fKNU Needwood Forest as much 
fimber as was necessary to forma paling round his parL| which 

is still standing. 

Sir William Wolseley, one of his descondanl.s, lost his life, 
about the. bej^inniiii^ oi llie last century, in a very singular man- 
ner. He went lu Liclilieid one morning about nine miles from 
|iis hou^e, in his coach and four, and on his way passed a liide 
brook, which runs across Ae road at Longdon, and which u so 
shallow that a foot passenger can easily siq» over it, the water 
being kept op by a mill4am at stqne distance from the road, 
'When Sir William Wolseley reached this brook, on his rMurn 
lionic in thcevening, ihemill-damjustallhatinslanlsuddenlygave 
way, the water rushed across the road, overturned the carriage, 
^ud drowned Sir William with Jiis horses. The coachman was 
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^bfown off the box into a tree and escaped. Ralph Wolsclcy, ba- 
ron of the exchequer, carried Mai^gpjTttt, i(»arthjdai|^iAer of JohB 
J^ston, EUq. lemp. Edw. 4- (i) 

Sir Charles Wolseley, the present baronet, married Mary, se- 
cond daughter of the late Hon. Thomas Clifford of Tixall, and 
^nil-daughter of Jmmi, ^Sk Xioid. Aston. Bjilhis mwriage, 
Ae IhmiliM of .Asioa.arBdYi^lMlej'weae « AM 4mB nnitad, 
daring a Jupae 'Of five oenlaries. The esute of Buhtoa^ .iriiidk 
was the marriage portknof 6ibiUa.de Ailoii, is«tiU Ihepioper^ 
of the Wolseley family. 

The consequencr and consideration which the family of Aston 
had acquired in tiic county of Slailbrd, soon appeared in the per- 
son of John dc Asiou, son and heir of Roger dc Aston. He \ras 
Creaied a knight, i!?hichirMtfae highest dignity that an 'English 
'Mvereign conldibca bestow jibr themofe nodem titles of fUte^ 
oiMfqnis^ .end vistoau, wese in dMMe times noknowB; the<di^ 
nity of comes or earl, «ris a title .of oflBoe, corresponding nearly 
•with that of lord lieutenant of a county ; and all those were called 
borons who held laud^ of the king. In the seventh year of the 
reign of King Edward III. Sir John de Aston was elected knight 
of the shire with Sir Richard de Falede^ aud according to the cus- 
tom of that period} recaved from his constituents au allowance of 
.expenses for ei^ilMa de/s . Mimduice in Ftfliiament. 

Some yems after, .be was.ai^Mnted by King Edward III..bi{^ 
vberiff of the coanty of Stafford ; an office, which as Home h»a 
■hewBiiin his 'History of England, was in those feodal times of 
.the greatest trust and consequence. The high sheriff was called 
in Latin Vice-comeSj &cam .which the modem. title of.Tisconntis 
derived. 
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Sir Roger do Aston, Knt. cldesuson and heir of Sir John, w»S 
chosen knight of tho shire for the county of Staflbrd, twice dar- 
ing the lil'olinic oJ his lather. He \vas also one of the oflicers at- 
tached to King Edward III. and had a share iu the militaiy events 
of that glorious and memorable reign. 

His grandson SirHiomas Asum of Haywood^ Kut. was, like 
bis ancestors, master of ibe game in Caalvrood, and several times 
knight of the shire for the county of Stafford. He accompanied 
John of Gh^nt in an expedition into Gascony, in the year i394, 
end by Henry IV. was also appointed high shcrifT. He married 
Elizabeth, sister and coheiress of Reginald dc Leigh, and of PaHL- 
hall in the county of Slatlord. — (See Appendix V\) 

John Aston, Esq. of Haywood, w ho thiunshcd in llie reign of 
Edifvard IV. was by that king appointed sherilT of the counties 
both of Stafford and Warwick^ on two different occasions. He 
was one of the adhemts of the fiunons Lord Hastings, who was 
accused of wilchcnft, and put to death in a very smnmaiy man- 
ner, by t'le protector, afterwards King Richard IH. The name of 
John Aston, Escj. is to be found in a list of 89 persons, knights, 
.esqoires, and gentlemen, who engaged to stand by Lord Hastings, 
whether in peace 01 war. This list is contained iu an ancient roll, 
thus cntillcd : 

** The names of such persons, as by indenture, of ihcirown free, 
will, and mere motions, covenanted^ hela/te^ and faithfully pro- 
mised to aid and assist the Right Hon. Wm. Lord Hastings, and 
bu part to take against all persons widiin this realm of England 

during their lives, as well in peace as war: their- allegiance to 
the king's majesty, bis heirs and snceessor8> only reserved and ex- 
cepted, w ith so many able persons as every of them might well 
make to be furnished and arrayed at the costs and charges of the 
said Lord ; l or llie which, the said Lord promised them to bo 
their good and true Lord, iu all things reasonable^ and them 
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to aid and succour in all their rightful canaeSj so far forth hB 

Lbw> Equity, and Conscience require, 

*' Anno Edwardi Quarti decimo quarto. "(i) 
The list consists of 3 lords, g knights, 58 esquires, and 20 gcn- 
tlamen, in all The name of John Aston is the third among 
the esquires. 

Sir John Aston, hnight banneret, eldest son of this John Astouj 

Esq. made a considerable figure daring the period in which hef 
flourished. He was made a knight of the Bath, at ilie marriage of 
Prince Arthur, oldest son of Henry VII. with Catherine o(. Ar* 
ragon, Infanta n( Spain, (afterw ards the w ife of his younger bro- 
ther Henry Viil.) which was celebrated in the year i5oa. Sir 
John Aston accompanied Henry VIIL in his expedition into 
IVance, in the third jear of hb reign^ and was present at the sieges 
of Twoaenne and Toumaj. For his valour and conduct at the 
battle of Spurs, he was made a knight banneretbj the Ling him* 
self on the field of battle; and this appears to have been the last 
instance in which this distinguished dignity of chivalry was con- 
ferred by an English sovereign in the open field after a victory. 
Sir John Aston was several times high sheriff of the counties of 
Stafford, Leycester, and Warwick. 

In Blailhind's History of London, p. ioi5, is the following ac- 
count of a religious and charitable association, of which Sir John 
Aston was one of the members and founders : 

" There was a very noble Guild, or fraternity, founded in the 
church of St. Catherine's Hospital, in honor of St. Barbara. It 
was governed by a master and three wardens. It had two royal 
founders, King Henry VIII. and Queen Katharine his first wife; 
and many very high and honourable persons associated ihem- 
selYes as memben and fimnders of the said confraternity, viz. i 



(1) Dogdsle'i Bacon. voL 1. p. 583. 
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King Henry, Queen Katharine, Cardinal Wolsey, Duke ami 
Duchess ot Buckingham, Duke and Dui:kess oi Norfolk, Duke of 
Suffolk, my Loid Mai^oMS, the Easkof Sbrtwsbnry, Northum^ 
bedand, and Surrey, LordHasliiigs, and c)l tlitir ladioi, inre- 
tbren, aadaisMrs, 

Also, Sir Richard Cholraeley, Sir William Comptoo* Sir Wik 
liam Skeffington, Sir John Digby , Sir Ryce ap ThMoaa, Sir Gryf* 
4th Jlyce, Sir Joba Asioo, Kni^ts, and John fiea«BBOBt» Ei^pure. 

RULES OF THE SAID FRATERHITT. 

(^Whoever by the grace of God |a disposed to enter into the 
blessed firateimtjr of the Gylde of our ^orions Saviour Chrisi 

Jesus, and of the blessed Virgpn and Martyr St. Barbara, founded 
in St. Katberyn's church near the tower of liondon, and will have 
the pardon, privilcf;e, and profit therrnulo granted and ordained, 
must pay to the said fraternity, the sumof los. 4d. sterling, at his 
first entering ii he "W'ill, or else by leisure within the space of 7 years; 
that is, at his first enlcriugj i^d. andevery quarter following ^d. till 
thesaidios. 4d.be paid, tnmoDey, plate, or any othetboneat staff: 
And at the first payment, he or she that so entereib into the sat4 
j&atemity, whethw they be wedded or sia^e, shall recmve a let- 
ter with the seal of the Warden Collector: which Warden shall 
receive ibcir name, and bring it to the altar of the glorious Jesus, 
and St. Barbara, in St. Katheryn's church aforesaid, there to be 
registered, and there shall be prayed for daily by name. And 
when the last smu of 10s. /^d. is paid, then ilie said brother or 
sister shall receive a leiier with the common seal of the said fra- 
ternity and place, with the masters nanie and wardens therein for 
the time beingi whereby be shall tiave a great commodity and 
surety of living ; tbei is, that ever the said brother or sister 
fiJI in decay of worldly goods, as by sidness, or hurt by wars, 
or upon the land or sea, or by any other casualty, or means, 
fallen into poverty, then if he bring the said letter ^led with 
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thfli laid COBUBon seal, the Master and all the company shall re- 
ceive Mm favourably ; and there he shall have every week i4d. ; 
house-room and bedding, and a woman to wash his cloihs, and 
dress his meat ; and so to coniinue yeajr by year, and week by 
iiiek» dttriag Ids Ufii. 

Given the first day of DecenlMr, i5i8. Sir William 8kef> . 
iagloo Km. htbg iben HmMt, and WiUwiii Unley, and 
Kbkttt fhikme, WMdens." 

Sir John Aston married Joanna, daughter of Sir WilUaifh 
litdeion, son of the ftmeus Judge Lttdeton. This lady was alio 
heiress lo her mother Heten, daughter of Robert Walsh, Esq. Ijord 

of Wanlip, in the county of Leicester. By her the manor of TLxall 
came to the famUyof Astotiy having been sold by Aoae de Was- 
tencys, the heiress of it, to Judfi;e T/itileton. 

Sir John Aslon died in the year 1 52 5, and was buried by the side 
of his lady, in Leigh church, where a handsome marble monu- 
ment richly gilded, was erected to her memory ; on the top 
of the monument are the figures of Sir John habited as a luii|^t in 
eompleie armour, and his lady lying by him, their hands joined, 
and devaied in a praying posture, with appropriate emblems of 
valour and virtue, at the head and feet. The monument stands 
lengthways against the wall, and on the opposim side are six 
niches^ with tvv(j luunau figures in each. Al ihe head arc also three 
niches, with two tigures in cach^ uud at the foot of the monu- 
ment there are three, each filled with an angel, supporting a coat 
of arms. Round the verge is this inscription : 

Hie jacent corpora Domini Johannis Aston MilitiSj et Domines 
Johannte Aston, uxoris ejus, qui <]uidemDominus Johannes obiic 
dedmo octavo die Mensu Mali, Anno Domini i5a5. Et prKdicta 
DominaJohannaobiit,—— die Mcnsts—^ Anno Dom. iS 

Sir Ednrard Aston of Tiiall, eldest soft and heir of Sir John 
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Aston, waslilf»h slicrlflfof SiafVordshirc ihrce different limes in the 
reign of Henry Vlll.^aud twice during the reign of PhiJip and 
Mary. 

On tbe dittolutum (^the rel igious homes, he was forced hy King^ 
Heniy VIII. to take Matherfield, or Mayfield, bdonging to the 
prioiy at Tatbniy; the Ahey of HiltoB, Bradnop, and dhrers 
other abbey lands in the county of SufTord, in exchange for es- 
tates at Ashted in Surrey, and other places which he possessed by 
descent from his ancesiors ; they liaving been {^i von by "Radulplius, 
fih'us Wiilielmi Canier.irii," immediately after the Conquest, to 
William dc Mara^ of whom Sir Edward ii&ton was the heir ge- 
neral. 

Sir Edward boilt a mansionfhonse at Tkall, in a magnificent 
style of Gothic architecture, and died there in the year i55g. 

He married two wives, first, Mary, daughter of Sir Henry Vemon, 
Knt. who died without issue atWanlip in Leicestershire^ where 
they appear to have chiefly resided, and where slie was buried j 
as her tomb is still to be seen, with the arms of Aston and Ver- 
non can ed upon it. The second wife of Sir Edward was Joan, 
or Joanna, daughter of Sir Thomas Bolles or Bowles of Penhow- 
castle^ in Monmondishire, one of the barons of the exdiequer, by 
rrhom he had issue three sons and three daughters. Sir E. Aston 
and his second wile were enimmbed undw a stately monument 
of alabaster, in St. Mary^s diurch at Stafford ; on which they are 
represented In a rectuibcnt posture, with images of their chil^' 
dren carved around the tomb, and the following inscription, in 
which is the name of Lady Aston only, as the monument \sas 
erected to her memory by 6iv Edward^ who .survived lier six 
years. He died at Tixall tntfae year i568, and \\a>> laid by her 
side in the same tomb. 

*' In hoc tnmulo conditnr Domina Joanna Aston, uxor Ed- 
weidi Aston de Tixall geaeron, ea^ ipsa filia Tho. Bollb de 
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Pcnho Equitis cgregii. Qnx quldcra Domina Aston intra mor- 
tales esse desiit Anno Domiui \ 5C)j, adhur vivontr innrito. Mane- 
riumdeTixali fuil ccdiUcalum non siuc suniina solu iiudiiir. atque 
laborc> impensis Janae Bowles^ film Thomse Bowles miiiiis. So 
all my trust is in God." On eadb side of die monument are feor 
armorial bearings^ and at die end of it are die arms of Bowles, 
which are two wings conjoined, with this motto, I sought to 
fle thought and the arras of Aston with many quarterings, sur- 
mounted by a bull's head, the family crost, atid this niottr), " lu 
God is all my trust." On an alabaster slab in the \vall, at the foot 
of the mouumeut, are the arms of Aston and Bovsles impaled, 
and round tlie verge diese words : M. Edwardi Aston et Janse 
Bowles." 0)pp<Mite to it are the folbwing Latin Terses, wfaidi 
like the inscriptions above-meblioned are all carved in Gothic 
letters: 

Hie Johtana jacelDoeaSaa Aston, qux pia ({iioBdan 
Edwardi Aitona militit uxor cnL 

Filia sic et erat Thorns Bollis dumos ttnde 
Brodiit est Penho miles et ipse fuit 

lUa qoldflm villam de Tyxall adificando 

Auxlliatrices pricbuit usqno manus. 
IIa:c matrona poteas, prulis liecuuda, bcnigua, 
Prudens, atque sdens, ac animosa fuit. 

Sit mundus judex, percat livor quoque, dicam 

Ncstoreos annos vivere digna fuit. 
Deiiide dies venit &talis, qua manet omoes^ 

• Debits NatnxB solvere qnaqae jubet. 

Septenbnsijae die viosnoy heal pent ilia, 
Atqne leaudOf'aiaD^ nuMiI tna vis nioaia est. 

Immo non periit, ted Olympica regnajpelint» 
Qum Filter atemus pra|»antt i^ luis. 



Non mors «st qium not fugimiu, taotlDaiflMt^ntuat§g 
Std T«r« vita mt, wimm ^U p /b J k n * 



TRANSLATION. 

Jmm IiUj AitNi bin iMi k jovr 
ThepiootirifeofEdmid Aston, 

Of Thomaa Bowles likewise the daughter ifaiBf 
Of Penhow Castle, and a knight was he. 
In building Tixall Housr her helping hand 
From fir«t to last thia lady did expand. 
AnoUenMtrou, prudent, koowing, kind, 
A finitlnl nodMr, of ft kftf wad. 
Most wotflij was sbe Nestor's jeaifl to MMr, 
As EIhtj's self, and all the world agree. 
Yet came the fatal hour, which wails us aU, 
Great Natore't dd>tto pay which gives the call. 
Septembartwwl y i e coiidvwi Uitdfty 
'Which ciUmI lur spirit firom this earth away, 
Alas ! that so much worth should perish (juila! 
Too great, O death I is thy itt&atiate might. 
But DO^shedid not perish, there she lives, 
When to bit ninls UauiirdM Alaigbty giveg. 
matvfe«didM(h,^Nbcii-diia:oarlifeisdoo«, 1 
This death, which with such terror mortals dnm^V 

A.C 

Sir Waltor Aston, Knt. ddMl son and heir of Sir Edward 
Asion, by bis secood vile Jane Bowles, was cbosen koigbt of tbe 

shire for the county of Staflbrdj logether with William Devereoz, 
tbird son of Walter, first Visconnt Uerefi>rd, doriiig ibe short 
reign of Edward Yl. Sir Waller Asttm was a oilitary mas, and 
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distingaished himself in an ttpedition wUchwas'sent to Scotland 
in the begimung of the reign of Qaeea EUsnbetb. He yns pre> 
sent at the siege of Leith near Edinburgh , and for bis valour on 

that imporianl occasion was knighted by that queen, who 
during her whole reign was rcinarkabJy sparing of titles and ho- 
nours. In the i2lh and aad year's of her reign, Sir Walter Aslon 
was high sheriff of the county of Stafford. He built the Gate- 
house at'Tixall, of which a description has been givoi in another 
part of this vroA. Erdeswick, the antiquafy, mentioning it in 
his survey of Staffordshire, sajs, ' It is one of the stateljrest 
pieces of work which I have seen made of late in these countrys." 

The portrait of Sir Walter AsIoHj painted on wood, is preserved 
at Tixall. He is represented in l)iack armour studded with gold j 
bis left hand grasping the hill of liis sword, his right resting on his 
bdmet, which is adorned with a plume of wUte feathers, and 
lies with h» gauntlets on a table before him. The hefanet and 
^untlets* like the rest of the armour, are black studded with gold. 
In one comer of the picture are the Asipn arms, under them ibis 
inscription : ' 

Waltcrus Aston, apud Leith in Scoiii miles, in re niilitari Eli- 
zabethse screnissimae Aeginse.Anglis, A". Regni sui secundo, 
A*. i56o. 

In another j^ce is written : 

Effigies A*. Domini i584, setatis suse 55. 

Sir Waller Aston died at the age of 60, in the year i585. From 
William, his fourth son, who was settled at Milwich, nearTixail, 
is descended the Rev. Walter Hutchinson Asion, the ninth and 
present Lord Aston. 

Eleanor^ third daughter of Sir Waller Aston, married Wiliiant 
Peyto^Esq. of the county of Warwick. They were buried in the 
soudi aisle of Chesterton church in that county, under a handsomd 
marble monument, decorated widi their busts, and the arms of 

Ha 



Pey to and Aslon impaled. On one side of the monument is the 
following epitaph. 

Deo Trino Pt Uni Sacrum. 

(iuliclmo P<^v'*^ optimae miMiKuia* viro veluslA Piciaviorum 
prole, lauduUssimo, ei sui teinpuris primo, majorumque suorum 
ab Henrici II'^ Regis temporit bac eqaesiri dignitate fiinctonun, 
in Denm pietate, in egtnos mnnificentift, mommqne sa»^late ia 
otames, felici imitatori, Edwardas filius, Eqaes*anralttS» roostos, 
marens, M. P. C. 

Ipse ab ElianorA, fUi^ Doniiul Guaheri Aston, Militis> amitA 
Domini GuaUcri Astmi de Tixall, Raroiiis dc Forfar, (legallo- 
ncm rcgiam in HispaniA j inipridem gereatis) quiB({iie lilios con- 
juge su4 amantlssimA siiscopit. 

Hie mease Decembri, auuo a Vcrbo carucm facto .M.D.C.I.X* 
IllaFebr. MDCXX7CVI. Ihtis oODOessenmt. 

Tbere is also a monnment in the sasM church Ip the mtmory 
of their second son Edward Pejrto, on which he is stjled, ** Vir 
bonarum litcramm, maximc Mathcmaticamm peritissimus." 

Their grandson also, who died in i658, appears to have been 
a man of great learning. Acrording to his epitaph, on a mar- 
ble slone, he was Vir cxploralic integritalis, gravitate inorum 
conspicuus, rcrum<pie intimos recessus scientiaruni limiinc con- 
spicatus." * 

In those lames, as all land was supposed to be hdd of the 
crown,, and the heir was obliged to pay a certain s«m for his 
<* ReKeT as it was called, before he could obtain the full posses- 
sionofhis propertjrj it was customary to make a legal in<|niij, 
called " Inquisitio post mortem" into the property of the deceased. 
The following table is an account of the estates which descended 
to Sir Waller Aslou, in the county ot iitaU'ord. 
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Coffy of the Schedule ^Uo»tdto Sir JVm. Ceeii, Km, lo 
RIU. fy Sir Jf^alter Aston^ KrU. upon the death of his 
^fiUher, qfaHhv lands and hereditanwits. 

Covokty of Stafford. 

Li. a. d. 

Manor of Mylwiche, etc. holding of the qacea of her 
manor of Forebridge. Clear yearly value ao 6 8 

(Infaoffinent to die om of die said Edw. Aston, Knt. 
forihe of hb life, and after his decease to the 

use of Leonard Aston, one of his sons, for life, and ' 
after him to the said £dw. Aston, and his heirs for 

ever.) 

Six messuages, arable^ pasture^ and meadow lands 
and woods in Uttoxeter, woodlands, and March- 
ington woodlands, holden of the queen's honor of 
Tutbnry, in the Dutchjr of Lancaster, in free socage' 
for allegiance only, and a rent of 6d a year. An- 
nual valup ao 7 lO 

(InieoHmcnl to Sir Edw. Aston, Knt. and after his 
death to Antoiiy> oncof his sons, and afterwards to 
Sir Edward^ and his heirs lor ever.) 

Manor of Tixsall, Bramcoite, Hanyate, etc. holdoi of 

. the queen, as of her barony of Stafford, in free so- 
cage, vis. for following the court, and allegiance 

only. Annual Value 55 o ' o 

• Certain messn:ii;ps and lands in Brockton, held of Ed- 
ward, Earl of Oxford, as of his manor of Acton- 
Trussel, in free socage, etc ^ a o 
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Certain messuages, lands, eic. in WoUaston and 
Onne, beldoi ilic queen, as ol hcrmanor of ChurcU- 
eaton. A. V.. i5 16 10 

Certain messuages, lands^ eic. in Longdon, hdd <^ 
H. Lord Faget, by an annual rent of aas. A. V. 10 la 8 

Certain messnages, lanf!*! etc. in Rugeley, held of H. 
Lord Paget, as of his manor of Cannodi* Rent 8d. 
per ann. A. V i 14 $ 

Certain messuages, lands, etc. in Shutborow and 
Haywood, Iiold of T.ord Paget, by annual rent of 
375. Gd. A. V -^8 o o 

Certain messuages, etc. in Bfomle/ Regis, held of 
Roger Partridge.. A.y 5 |5 4 

Certain messuages, etc, inPadkington, held of Wm. 
Stanford, as of his manor of Packington. A.V... o 10 q 

Certain lands, etc. inSharcshill, held of Simon Har- 
court, as of his manor of Shareshull, by a rent of 
2od. per ann. A.V p 10 o 

The third part of the manor of Leigh, held of Lord 
Ppget, as of his manor of Burton upon Trent, hy a 
rentof a6s. 8d. A.V.,...., .........30 410 

Certain lanfls and teneqienls in Siaffi>rd, held of tli^ 
queen. ' A.V..... 5 o q 

Certain lands, etc. in Colton, held of Wm. Greslejr, 

Knt. as of hismanor of Colton. A.V p 6 8 

Certain lands, etc. in Hixion, held ot \Vni. Grcisley, 
Knt. as of his manor of Morton, by an annual rent 
of 8s. A. V a 5 4 . 

Certain lands, etc. in Kingston, held of Wm. Greis- 
ley, Knt. as of his manor of Kingston, by annual 
rentofiad. A.V o 8 o 
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L, s. d. 

Manor of Hulton, eic. and rectory of Milwich, with 
the udvowson of the vicarage of the same, and rents 
fiom Gotam lands* as in Grynuhill and Oolton, 
lield of the qaeai» in cap. bjran anniiai lent of 
I as. 8. A. V i5 a 

Manor of Bradnop, held oi the qneen, in cap. bj a 
rent of 28. 5d. A. V 20 9 5 

Manor of Mathtlcld^ held of the queeu iu cap. rent 
37s. did. A. V 16 19 5i 

Certein lands in Stafford, Manton near Stafford, 

MjxtonandQiicote,faeldofi]ieqa^'i9'cap.A.y. 16 o o 
Lands in Bagott'9 Bromley, heldofRicb.Bagot, Esq. 
by i7d. rent. A. V 10 o o 

City of Litcbfisld and Gofvntiy 

Lands in Coventry. A.V o 6 o 

Laad:> in Lichlield. o 2 o 

Connty of Derby. 
Manor of Eddleston. A. V i5 8 6 

Coirnty of Warwick. 

Manor of Bcawdcscrt, and its^apport. in Beavfdesert 

and "VVooton Wawyn '. 26 7 6 

Manor of Pinley , i3 6 8 

Coonty of Leicester. ' 

Manor of Onlep , 5i 7 a 

Lands in Seas ton » 5 5 6 

Lands in Uiesle/" Walton , 088 
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. . Lt. s. d. 

Lands in DmUtll i i3 4 

Do. in Overtowoe Sftwey « * x 6 8 

Do.inBaAlye < * ^ 386 

Do. in Ro4«l«y<f ..«*••• V « o a o 

^-349 »4 . a* 



With resj^ect to the amount of the renits in this Schedule, I 
thall obseiTtt ist. That it is well known that in l]»e reign of 
Queen £lisa|>et]|« Ifuufloitb did'not' ir^^te more than an eighth 
9f their rentsii^ money. ; , the reniainder Jbeing paid in kind, and 

hy services, adij* l^at the price pf provisions was from i-44i 
to I -5th of the present value. These estates must have been equal 

to at least 20,000/. or 5o,oo<i/. a year at this lime. 

Edv?ard Aston, the eidc5t .son ;iik1 licir of Sir AVahftr, was only 
IQ years of age, at the death ol his lather; and being a minor, 
was according to the custom of the feudal umes, a ward of Queen 
Eliaabetfc. 'O^ his conuiig of age, about' the year 167 1 , he re- 
CMved from her majesty ttus liomoiw 9^ ^nighihood. It appears 
tbat on this occasion, he was noi .ma^a a simple koight, bn|a 
knight banneret^' the Highest honour bi chivalry. I have men* 
tioncd iiliove, that Sir Jt^n A^tQD, the great grandfather of Sir 
Edward, was made a knight banneret by the king in person on the 
field of battle after a victory. This was certainly the most ho- 
nourable and distinguished manner in which the dignity oi bau* 
neret could be confeired I bni %e' team from' St. Palaye, in his 
interesting Manoirs.of Ghiva^fy," ihaiif a knight was rich uid 
powerful enough to furnish the state with a certain number of 
armed men, and to cnlci iaia ilicm at his own expcncc, they al- 
lowed him to add to the simple title of knight, or knight batcbe- 
lor, the more noble and exalted title of knight banneret. This 
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gave him the distinction of carrying a square bffiDner nt th« tibp 
of his lance, wlieroa'; tliat of a simple kniglit was extended in two 
points : and the same ceremonies were used at his being made 
a banneret, as ai the instiiuiiou of barons, viscounts, mar- 
<]iiises, and dukes. He claimed moreover, hy rights the same 
yank that was espreaed fan tlie ceafi of arms of tboie 

In th« hooM of Bfr. Levet at Lkfafidd, ihefe » af pOfiiraH of Sw 
Edward Aston, inscribed ** Sir Edward Aston^ knight bonneroty 
Anno Domini t'l-'i, a*tatis •'ure 3^ ." lie holds in oue hand a me- 
dallion suspeniied to a ^'old ciiain, and bearinj* ike figart of a 
woman, probably the piclure of Queen Elizabeth, 

In the year 1 587, Sir Edward Aston was at the head of the com- 
mission appointed by Qaeenr&liftabelh, to examine t&elettiin and 
seal up the papers and effects of Ibrf Qneen of Seols, who wa» 
dien a prisoner at Chardey-castle. It was at this time that Ba^ 
bington's plot for carrying off the Queen of Scots, [was dis- 
covered, He had intended to snrprise her gnards and attend- 
ants, and to carry her olT while she was taking the exenase-of 
riding in the fields between Charlley and Stafford. 

In ilie 5f)iii year of the reign of Queen Eliaabetb, Sir Edward 
Asttm was appointed hi^ sheriff of Stafibfdshire, an ofleo of 
honour and tm&t, which every one of his il&eeston had dis- 
charged from the time of King Edwti4 III. and adeed, the Vasnm 
of his descent, his nobie alliances, and the eMtent of his pro- 
perty^, might justly have entitled him to aAj degree of ranJi and 
honour. 

Sir Edward Aston was twice married, and both his wives were 
of very high and illustrious descenL The Brstwas Mary, third 
daughter of Sir John Spencer, Knt. of Aithorp-, in die coun^ d 
Northampton, ancestor of Eeii Spencer, who died without issue* 
His second was Anne, only daughter of Sir Thomas I«icy, Knill 



oi Charlecote^ in the county Warwick. By her he had three sons* 

niul five daughters. 

liis tlilrd (liiiif^Iiipr AniiP, married Ambrose Ellon, Esq. of JTasol, 
in the coiiniy ot Hereford. One of Uieir daughters tailed Ger- 
trude, vva.s uiarried lo ^Vbrabam Blucklecch, Geui. oi the county 
of Gloucester. IliU lady erected to the numory of her husband 
in doncester cathedral^ a yery costly altar-tomb of white mar- 
ble, executed in Italy, from a design of Vandyke^ on which is- 
the following e|Mlaph : 

To the happy memorie of Abraham Blacklecch, Gent, sonne 
of William Blatklcech, Esq. a man not only generally be I ovd in 
his life, but endeared to posterity by rare examples of seldom pat- 
terned piety, expressed in his bounty to St. Paule'siu London, lo 
this church, to the high wayes about, and the poor in this citye, 
who layemg aside the vileness of mortality was admitted to the 
glory of eternity, NoTember theSgth 16S9. Gertrude his wife* 
daughter of And>rose Elton, and Anne sister to Walter Lord As- 
ton, hath erected this monunmit as a testimony of his fame and 
her observance." 

About sixty years ago^ a monument was erected to the memory 
of Anne and Ambrose Elton^ by one of their descendants, in 
Ledbnry church, on which is this incription : ■ 

** Near this place were interred the bodies of Ambrose Elton of 
die Hazlc, in this parish, and Anne his wife, whose virtues and 
social qualities jusdy deserve to be perpetuated. He was bom in 
1578, and at 1 a years of age enjoyed a fellowship in Brazen Nose 
College, Oxford, lliat was founded by one of his family. He was 
in the commission of the peace upwards of 5o years, whidi trust 
he executed with great integrity and ability. Anne his wife was 
daughter of Sir Edward Aston, knight banneret, and sister to 
Walter Lord Aston of Tixall, in the county of Stafford, by whom 
hehad three s<»is, and 14 daughters : and £rom thdr own loins 
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,«hejliT«d to siee above lao childrea. He died 19 Feb. i65g. 
HEa wife died 5 Feb. 1660. Inmemoiy of whom tliis monument 
was erected by one of their great grandsons, Thomas Levet, Esq. 

of the city of Lichfield, 

Ahovc iho inscription the arms ot Eltou impaling those of Aston. 

Sir Edward Astou died in i5q8. Sir Walter, his eldest son, 
being a minor ai the time of hb fiather's death, was given in wai*d- 
ehip, by Queen Elieabeth, to the fiunons Sir Edward Goke, af- 
terwards lord chief justice of the court of Kingfs Bench. Soon 
^dkerhe came of age, he was made a knight of the Bath at the 
■Coronation of James I. On this occasion^ the celebrated poet 
Drayton attended upon him as his esquire; Sir Walter Aston ap- 
pears to have imbibed, at an curly age, a decided taste for litera- 
ture and poetry ; for wc Ond that Drayton dedicated to him his 
^* I^istle of the Bladt Prince* in hb collection of Heroic Epis- 
tles>'' in iSgS, at which dme Sir Walter wis about eighteen years 
old. . But a kmg intima«gr must have subsisted between'thmit.as 
most of Drayton's subsequent poems ^vere inscribed to Sir Wd- 
tcr, (1) and it is probable that several of them were composed at 
Tixull, as may be gathered from the following lines of the Po- 
lyolbion : 

Trenti by Tixall graced, the Asto>s° ancioat seat, 
W^kidi qfl the i^ue hathjbuntl her sa/e and rmat ratraoi. 



• WhoM beuntj still my Muse so fredy shall confesi, 
. That whea she lacksth words, her sieris shall it expff cs. 

SoMc xii. 

sir Walter lived also inhabits of miimhcy wiib'Sr Richard Fan* 



(1) See Appendix to Tixall Poetry. 

Ii 
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•bsw, die tmnslaior of Caroocnt, wbo died at Madrid in 1666. 
He wa9 created a baronet in the year 161 1, at the first institulkui 
of (hat dignity. In 1618 he wns nppointcd sletrard of the honour 
of Tuthurv, ronsl;il)l(" of the t astio, and ranger of all the royal 
forests in Staiiord^hire and Uerbysbire, except the High Peuii, 
daring pleetote. Thii dignity wis ratored to bim 7 Car. 1, i63a. 
la 1619 be was saot anbossedbr into Spain, to manage the nice 
and dificidt proposal of a narriage between CSiailei Prmce of 
Wales, middle -Infanta, dnughicr of Phil^ lil.in^idi, says 
hu grand90o> *' he proceeded with great prudence and warynessif^ 
nndMrith a sincere xeale to have served his prince, yet was a true and 
fust friend 10 die then Du\c of Buckingham, "(i) He was indeed 
nearly couoectod with that celebrated favourite, his lirsi cousiu, 
Saift Of Deikbigb, having married in 1607^ Susan ViUiers, the 
dnke'i 'riMer. Sir Walter Was bora and bred a Frotestant ; bnt 
daring hitf'residetice in Spain he embraced the Roman Catholic 
Faiih, itbidi all bis dcsccndanu have invariably adhered to. 
Ambng hiis papers is found a full statement of the conscientions 
treasons, which induced him to take this step. He returned to 
England, just after the death uf King James, and was created by 
letters patent, dated ^tiih Nov. 1627, Baron Aston, of Forfar in 
the Jungdom pf Stotlamd, with aU the pritUeges belonging to a 
peer of diat reelm. In i6S5, he was i^ain sent ambassador into 
Spain, where he coniinned about three yeam . He returned to 
England in i638j and died the year following. 

" Hee was seised at the time of his going into Spain, of dlver<; 
manors and lordships, lying in the counlyes of StatVord, AVar- 
wick, Derby and I.eicestre, to y' no lesse value than of 10,000/. 
per an. ihogroavcbt part uf which be lo6t and dispciidcd in that 
service.* (7) 

(1) Exautogr. Dom. Gualt. Bar. de AstoD| nepotit, peeci me« 

(3) Exautogr prxd. 
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Lord Aston had a grant from the crown for his life, of a honsi 
and piece of ground of about four ncrcs and a half, ucnr Si. James's 
Park, called the Mulberry Garden, with a salary annexed to it of 
60/. a year. It is supposed to be the site of what ii called the 
Queen's House, or Buckinghom House. It it the dlk of one of 
Sir Charles Sfldle/s comedies. (1) 

« Loi^jUion has a place among Lloyd's ** Worthies." •* There 
was in his coimtenance," says that author, " such a throne of 
sweetness, and his words had so powerful a charm, set off with so 
agreeable and taking gravity, that the respect due to him was not 
lost in tho love he had deserved j nor the iave he attained to 
abated by the respect he commanded." (3) 

There is a portrait of him painted on board in Lord Bagoi's 
house at Blithfieldj and another, fnll length, at Bellamore, the 
seat of Bdw. Blount, Esq. of which an engraving is given in Mr. 
Lodgers *' Portraits of Ulnstrious Men." The countenance in 
both resembles that of the miniature given in this work. 

By Gertrude, his lady, grand-daughter of the great statesman. 
Sir Ralph Sadler, knt. banneret, he had five sons and five daugh- 
ters. Of those who lived to man's estate, a particular ac- 
count is given in the l^re&ce to the Tixall Poetry. His third son, 
Herbert, was bom at Chdsea in i6t4» and in |6S5, accompe<« 
nied hisfadier« as secretary^ on his seccmd embassy to Madrid. 
On his return he married Catherine, sister of Sir John Thimelby 
of Irnham in Lincolnshire, and resided ou a small estate which 
his father gave him, at Colton in Stallbrdshire, on which he 
built a house, and called it Bellamour. (5) lie died in i68g. 



(1) IRch. Lnc. %, p. 4o3. 
(a) Worthies, vol. 2, p. 249* 
(3) See p. »9 of thi* work. 



His children died vrithoot issue; and about the year 17A0, Bella- 
monr-faonse and, estate i^rerled to Uie elder branch, titt the di\i- 
lion of the esutes of James, Lond Aston, in. 1768. It then de« 
vohred to his eldest danghter, the Hon. Lady Bloont, who erected 
thereanel^puitand very commodious modem mansion, which 
is now the property^ and seat of Edwajpd Bloon^ Esq. her se* 
cond son. 

"Wahcr, second Lord Aston, was .nppointcd to the steward- 
ship oi Tuibury,and the other dignities mentioned ahove., upon the 
death of his father. He was however iaTeiy embarrassed 
stances ; . for it appears, that his fiitheir had disposed of landed e*> 

tates to the amount of 4*000/. a year lo.defray the expence of his 
embassy in Spain, and had burthcncd the remainder with a debt 

of 6000/. J he paid a jointure of 800/. a year to his mother, and 
the remaining income nniouuled only to /^6ol. a year. In this dis- 
tress he presented a petition to the king, praying that the arrears 
of his father's pension, amounting to lOOo/. might be paid hiai, 
and soliciting a grant of Heyling's Park, adjoining to Needwood 
Forest, containing about ^oo acres, and valued at 5s. an acre; 
but the troubles which broke Out at that time prevented any atteii- 
:uon being shewn to his ;'cquest. He adhered constantly to the 
king's party in the Great Rebellion, and in the beginning of ihc 
war bad a commission for raising a regimonl ; but being suspected 
of inclining too much to the Roman Catholic Religion, he met 
with discouragement, and did not proceed in it ; yet his aflociioa 
never WAvered.in the royal cause. He lived in the kings gar- 
^<ms .all the tin^e of the war, and was in Lichfidd' during thtit 
memorable siege which lasted 19 weels. It was one of thelast^ 
garrisons that held out for the Xing; and did not surrender at 
last but with his majesty's approbation Lord Aston, who was 
then joined in commission villi Sir Tho. TildesJcy, the governor, 
sent a trusty serv ant in the habit of a labouring man, with a letter 
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to ihc Wng ; and in that disguise he got SftfiB toliis majesty at New- 
castle, and brought back the fullowing answWt whltea iu 
king's ownliaady which is still extant: 

** Ifewcastle 6 Jane 164B. 

If jr Lord Asum and llldesl^ 

The greatest of my misfortimes is tint I cannot reward soA 
gallant and loyal subjects as yon are, as I onght orwonld t for 

die present I most deal freely with yon, and give you my direo* 

lions ; which is, ihnt 1 can give yOtt-nO relief, hut I desire you 
to hold out till Oxford be rendered : which will be ranked amoogst 
the rest uf the good services done by you 10 

Your most assured friend 

Charies R. 

For the Lord Aston and Sir Thos. Tildesley." 

When Oi&rd was snrrendered, and no conditi<ms made for 
them in the articles, as was expected, they made the best they 
could for themselves, but were only permitted to go to their own 
habitations, and compound'for tljcir estates. 

By the kindness of Mrs. Ricketis, sister to the Earl of St. Vin- 
cent, I am in possession of some letters written by Lord Aston to 
her ancestor, John Swynfen> member of parliament for the bo- 
rough of Tamworth, who have been always a strong abettor of 
the parliamentary cause, appears to have had great influence 
with thatpar^. I will here give such extracts as may interest the 
reader : 

** noble Sir, 

'I shall at all tymes acknoiirledge your cyv^lyty and coropassy- 
ona^rng my sad condyiyon, and uppon alloccatyons oflered troly 
sorve you. Sir, 1 heard my brother Weston moved you in a W 



( s6a) 

* BjrtttiSM concerttiog me, it was truly according to mj neceuj- 
totis condviyon, and I desyrcd in y* moving off ill lie wold ac- 
linowledf^o y' 1 was inucli oblyj^od to y* conimiltee, and he would, 
by your means only, let ihcui know my truly nccessyiy, and y* 
yi^ ffavour 1 received from tbem in it^ I shall adoiowledge at all 
tymes to be your and their love tt> me. I have no ends in all my 
buy^eM Imt a small lyvdyhood to my nife and children, end, 
if possible, to pay my necessytoos creditors something, vrhich I 
diall not be able to effect without your and y* committees' friendly 
assistance, >vlii< h shall be deser\'ed with all (errice y' iyeth in my 
power to you and y" commiuce. I rest 

Your oblyged fnend and servant, 

Welter Aston. 

DnnstableMai ft 

To my much honored good iriend Mr. Swinien these." 

It appears diat Mr. Swinfim did obtain firom the committee an 
allowance of 90/. a year for hu ivife and children; after vrbick 
Lord Aston senc to him the following statement. 

«* My case tmly stated— > 

In the year 1659 Walter Lord Aston ray father deceased imme- 
diately after his return from his second embassy into Spayne, 
in which imployment for tlus Ungdom be spent 4000I. a yeaie 
land, which ahonid have descended vppftn mee, and left me 
higaged for 6000/. He left me an estate in present of 460/. 
a yearc, and other 800/. after my mother's decease ; in both 
which estates I have but a bare estate for life. Uppou this I 
made my rcparc up to London to his Majesty to beg reiiefe. His 
Majesty was graciously pleased to give me y* command in Weed- 
wood y' my lord Denbigh now holds» and nppon my pe^rty^n for 



V 
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reeletfe refcrrd my buysyncsse to y' then Lord Tresorer, and j' i 
commytyon should be sent out to survey Heyliiig's Parke laud ami 
wood y' I might have a stay till his Maj : should find soino other 
way lo relieve mc : whilst 1 was iu pursuauce ut tbts, tlii^ sad war 
bfoke oat, my craditon fidi violeotly upon mw, I could not with* 
out eertaintjr of impriioiimail nmutt tit my own* bouse. Bmng 
fiiroad to laftrait, I aent for Mr. Tlioriay, 4eijied him .if mmy 
abscence my estate wctie sequestered for leaving my house, he 
would let them know, y* if I might be suflfcred to live quietly at 
my house, I would return and upon my summons answer any 
thing that could be objected afjainst me : nor was there any 
forces of y* parliaments' within tea mile of me, if any iu the 
county of Stafford then in y' king's haoxls. Diving my abode Jtt 
y king's garysons by my endeavorl have helped tauky to their 
liber^a, some of them tenants to my estate sequestered^ never so 
mach as demanding any rent of them, nor did I ever molest anj 
who rented my sequestered estate* I am no w reduced to j* ne- 
cessity y* 1 am not worth aoo/. 

My estate past «t my marryage was. ..... .i/.46o 

Annnityes alrcddy allowed by y*' committee 35o 
Allowed U) my wife aad children 90 

L.54O 



So that if my estate were set at the heighih that it could aiyse-to 
it would advantage the state yearly 120/. And then all those my 
credytors which I ow y* fiooo pound to must starve, many of 
theui having at this iu&lauce cot bread put ia their moutlis." 

But Lord Aston lived to see better times. At the Restoration 
in 1660, he wns rainstaiad in <faiB stewardship ofTotbnry.etCi 



( m ) 

And in the samo y<'!ir ihc mauor-hoiise and lordship of Sumiloii, 
CO. Herts, devolved to him by the death of his matenud luuley 
Ralph Sadlor, Esfj. without issue. 

Slaudon became from this lime the chief residence of the fa- 
mily. Lord Aston bad no farther reward, says Woiion, (i) for 
hislojal Mnrices and safferingB, but the obteimng letters patent iu 
1665 to him and his heirs, for a market to* be held on 'Fadaj in. 
eyery week, and two several fairs eveiy- year in die town, of 
Slandon. 

Lord Aston was apain exposed to trouble in the close of his 
life, as may he soon by the roHowinf»1eller lo Mr. Swinleu, which 
is without date ; but appears from the context to have been writ- 
ten more than twenty years after the one last quoted. ' 

" Sir 

I shall, 1 believe, leave not only this country, but this na- 
tyon, iuMayuext. For I cauiiul conceive it prudence lo lyvc, 
where i shall be put out of y* prulcciiou of my kiug, and y* 

• laws of die natron : which is to me severe, to be put to wan- 
der, at the age of 67 j and being a hundred thousand poonds 

. y* worse in my estate, .for my ladier's and my iaythfulnesse to 
my king, and for y* honor and service of thisnatyon. Yet this 
is likely to be my condytyon ; for 1 was the last assizes but one, 
unjustly indyctcd, as a popish recusant : y' last assizes I travers'd 
it, next it will come to a tryal, when and where I doubt not but I 
shall be most unjustly convicted. It is true 1 have long conversed 
wiili papists, and tndy love and honor* them, and uppon these 
grounds, 'y* any person of y* fayth or profiessyon, if he acts as y* 
lelygion or bdecfe dyrecis him, hee most love God above all 

• things, obey the king as God's sole depn^ to him in all things. 



1 (i) Wolton's Baronetage, edit., of 1714. 
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love his neighbor as himselfe, andmusi hey' same, if he live SO 
long, a hundred yeares hence, as bee U at this present : and cei^ 
ta/nciy constant pnncjples, never TSiyed* is fitter for to bee gci- 
▼eined, andlbraocye^, than giddy changeable onoertajnetjres* 
B/gide troth is my prindplef end Gdd's will be done.^Fke7 par- 
don this ledyoos letter, and as y" are a prudent person, piity, 
though y* doe not epprofe, all my weaknesses and follyes, and I 
rest 

Your faithful and humble servant 

Walter Aston. 

Vor. J, Tixall. 

These — for my truly honored good frcnd Mr. John Swinlen — 
these — 

In the House of Commons Franck— " 

Lord Aston died sSd April, 1678, aged 69, and was buried in 
the church of St. Mary at Stafford. 

Waller, third Lord Aslon, was bom in i633. He professed 
the Roman Catholic Religion ; and from that circumstance, was 
not only condemned to live in obscurity, but had his full share in 
those strange perSecntioiis which the clanKwr against Popery ex- 
dted in his time. He lived in hafitts of great intimacy with the 
unfortunate Viscount Sta^brd, fifth son of Thomas, Earl of Amn- 
dell, who having wedded Mary, sister and heir of Henry Stafford, 
Lord Stafford, (the last heir male of the illustrious family of Staf- 
ford, Duke of Buckingham, etc.) resided at his ancient mansion 
of Slafford-casilc, five miles distant from Tixall. 

About llie latter end of November 1678, Lord Aston having dis- 
covered that Stephen Dngdale, his Steward, had been guilty of 
fraudulent practices, and was indebted to him Soo/., suddenly 
dismissed him firom his service. This man had long had a very 
indidSMreat character, was much addicted 10 gambling, and had 

K K 
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©fien injured Lis lordship's credit in the country, by \\'it1iholdin^ 
the^rages due to the labourers and vrorkraen in his service ; but 
hia nMster Wold not licteq to anj accoMUom against him, till he 
at lengdi detected lum hunself. At tbis time the whole countiy 
was filled witb the aknns vrUch Titus Oates had excited of a Po-. 
pish Plot and a foreign invasion ; it was concluded that Dugdelejt 
who immediaicJy absconded, was involved in the plot, and fled for 
fear of detection. Some dnys after, passing through Great Hay- 
wood, near Tixall, ata late ln)ur of the iiit^ht, he was seized by the 
wai^li, and wus brought early the next morning before Sir Walter 
Bagot, who tool him to Stafford, where there was a meeting 
of justices, i|i consequence of an alarm thM the Pa^^ists had risei)' 
in Derbyshire, but ip his wa j called upon mj Lord Aston el Tixf 
pll, to \ucn\ if he would protect Dugdalc as his servant, which he 
refused. Hence it was not likely that Dugdale could be the de- 
pository of secrets which involved the safety of his lordship and 
his friends. Being come to vStaflbrd, he took the oaihs ofallcgi-; 
once and supremacy which were tendered to him, but positively 
4enied any knowledge whatever of the plot. However )ie was 
i^ittmn into ^ol by one of hi^ cr^tors, baling many debts about; 
ibe country ^ and l^eing ii)fo|med. of the Un^s proclamation, 
granting e free pardon and 900/. to any one who would make 
discoveries relating to the Plot before the 25th December, thcii 
next ensuing, he yielded to interested motives ; and on the 
7/\lh December 1G78, gave information upon oath before two 
justices of the peace at Staflbrd, tp the following effect, via. : 

That he had seefi Lord 3iafford at Tixell, on tb^ aotb of Sep; 
tembef preceding, wbo bad informed ||im that there was ^ plan 
for intfoducipg tbe Catholic |leligion and dethroning the king, 
and iliat he must be parly to it ; and spfue days afterwards he 
furilun- di'posed, tlial Lord Staflbrd had offered him 5oo/. to kill 
the king. M the ^l^e pugdaiciu^de ihi^ Repositions Lord f>(ajlbrd 
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^ras confined in the Tower, where he had been commiitcd uu the 
25ih October preceding, with four oihor Roman Catholic Lords, 
(the Earl of Powis, Lords Pctrc, Aruudcll, and r>< IIasysp), on an 
Accusation of hi«»li treason^ preferred against thoin by l ilus Oatcs. 

On the iwcnty-eiglilb of January 1679, Mr. William As- 
Um, Lord Alton's brother, having refused to give evidence 
about • waUet, said hy Dugdale to have been in the closet 
t>f the Rev. Mr. Evers, chaplain at Tixall, was taken into' cna> 
tody, (i) It is probable that Lord Aston was sent to the Tower 
not long after ; as it appears from the evidence on Lord Staf^ 
ford's trial, that his lordship was thore in tbe month of January 
1680, for Dugdale mentions his going there at that lime to scldc 
accounts Willi him. The 18th May of that year Lord Aston, Sir 
James Simeon, Mr. Heveningham, and Mr. Peters, were in- 
dieted at Westminster for lii|^ treason, and pleaded not guilty : 
and on the aSth June following, were set at liber^npon bail 
till the next term. (3) His lordship was taken np on Uie evidence 
of Dugdale. There was in Tixali Bowling^gfeODsi^ destroyed abont 
thirty years ago, a shed with scats for the accommodation of the 
bowlers, under ihc shade of a large spreading oak ; this wretch 
deposed, according to the ivadiiion of the fanjily, that concealed 
behind this tree, he had overheard a treasonable conversation of 
die Lords Aston and Stafford, who, nnder pretence of playing at 
bowls, had repaired thither to plot against the government. On 
theSoth November 1G80, the trial of Lord Stafford was opened 
in "Westminster-Hall. Dugdale deposed upon oath before the 
peers, that some day in August or September 1678, he was ad- 
mitted on the recommendation of Mr. Evcrs, the chaplain at 
Tixali, to a consult ihere^ at which assisted Lord Aston, Lord 



(1) Pdnler's Ghranologf . 



(a) Dud. 
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Suflbrd, and several other gentlemen : that thejr resohred the 
speediest means to introduce their religion was tO take ayraj the 
king's life ; to which resolution each person present gave bis 
particular full assent. Lord Aston was at this lime returned to 
the Tower ; in the course ol the trial Lord StalTord asked that his 
lordship might be sent for fi-om thence to give his evidence, which 
waa fefesed «a the grotmd of his being under a nmilar Hocnsadoit 
of high treascm. The fate of this unfortunate noUeman is weH 
'known* After a trial which lasted seven dajs, he iras found 
guilty of high treason ; and on the aQth December r68o, he was 
beheaded on Towcr-hiU. (i) The dignified finnncss of his de- 
meanour on this occasion, his religious resignation, and the so- 
lemn protestations ho made of his iuno(!CHCC, opened the eves 
of the deluded multitude p'osent^ and indeed oi the infatuated ua« 
lu»; and Ae axe, that stmck off his head, at ^e same time 
gave Ae fdot ite death-blow. The venerdde oak dboye-men- 
tioned sUtt Kves a standing memorial ofthe injustice of the times 
in which it flourished. 

** The proceedings on the Popish Plot" says Mr. Fox, ** must 
alw^ays be considered as an indelible disgrace upon the English 
nation ; tii which king, parliament, judge, juries, witnesses, pro- 
secutors, hare all their respective, though certainly not equal 
shares. Witnesses of sneh a cbcraclfn' as not to detme credit m 
the most triffing cause, upon the most immaterial facts, gaire eri-* 
. dcnce so incredible, or to speak moierproperij^ so impossible 
to be true, that it ought not to hare been helieycd if it had 
come from the month ofCato; and upon such evidence from 
such witnesses, were innocent men condemned to death and ex- 
ecuted. Prosecutors, whether aiioraies and solicitors-generat. 



(i) Seeabove pp. m, tau^ ia3. 
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or mniagert of imp«ac1nnenl8, acted with the tary wbich in 
such circumstances might be expected ; juries partook naturoUj 
enough of the national fprmcnt ; and judges, whose duly it wns 
to pfuard them nn;alnst such impressions, were srnndalously aclivc 
incontirmiag ihem in iheir prejudices, and inflaming their pas- 
aions. The king,, who is supposed to have disbelieved the whole 
of the plot, never once eiEercised hn f^orious prcrugattve of 
mercjr." (i) 

However Lord Aston had in some degree his rcvengtf. On the 
trial of TitBS Oatcs for perjury, which look place May g» i685> 
his lordship, and his nephew Sir Edward Sonthcote, were sub- 
paena'd to give evidence. The object of ihcir examination was to 
prove, that Mr. Wm. Ireland, a Roman Catholic priest, who was 
necnted for high ireumt m 1678, upon the oadi of Thus Oates, 
was not on the first of September of that year in London, where 
Oaies had then sworn to have seen him at diat ume. To 
this eflcct they depose^ that in the beginning of August 1678, Mr^ 
Ireland came down to Lord Aston's, at Standon in Hertfordshire ; 
that on the 5th, Lord Aston took him to St. Albans, where they 
met with Sir John and I-iady SoulUcote, and their sous Sir Edw ard 
and John Southcote ; (2) that tltey travelled all together io Tixall ; 
thel OB the iSth August^ they set oat finmTinttloHelfWflll, aC' 
eompanied by the Dowa^ Ledy Asun^ and reitMiied thHher 
egatiiott tbei6tb; and teOttAe lal of September, trehlidwM 
at Mr. Gerartfs, at HikJerstonin StafTordshire; thsAhe Was again 
at Tixall on the 8th September ; and orr the grh, set Ottt with Sir 
John Southcote, and accompanied him into Surrey, hi conse- 
quence of this and other evidence, Oites was convicted of per- 
jury, and was sentenced to pay a fine of two thousand marks, 



(i) Hist, of James a, p 36. 

(a) At Albeiy, wis formerly acaptal manMonrhoase, the rMidenee of 



to be imprisoned for life, to stand twice in the piUoiy, to h4 

twice pubJicly whi{fped» and nfterwards to stand in tliepilloiy 
Gve difiVrent day? in each year lor the remainder of his life. 

Wc have no record how lou^ Lord Aston was confined in the 
Tower. Diiriiif^ pari of the short reign of James II. he dis- 
charged the high o(Bceof lord lientenaut of the county of Staf- 
ford* and in the month of November 1688, when the Prince of 
Orange had made good his landing, he and Lord Molineuz threw 
themselves into Chester, in order to preserve it for the kjng*(i) 
Charles, his fourth son, Captain of the baud ol Green'V^'ich Pen- 
sioners, was slain at the batde of the Boyae in 1690. Loid As* 
ton died in 1714* aged 8 1 . 

Walter, fourth Lord Asiou, was the third son of Waller, ihe 
' third lord. His two elder brothers died unmarried in the primo 



the Southcolcs. The r.imily were Roman Catholics, and are said to have 
qoitted in disgust, on being refused burial for one of them in the chancel, 
Hm bonie wai ciQed Aibeiy-place, and was talcoa down in 1 7S0. 
^Ibe cbapd is said lo hare been TeiyBpleadid. The loss of this fiunflj wtf 
long ft It m the parish, and a grateful remembnmce of their extennTO 
charities has been handed down to the present day. During their resi- 
dence no calamity or casualty happened to an individual j no unprodnc- 
tryesseien oecieioned a seaictfy, bnt vaadjr asMtsnee was fnen. The 
hitLadj Sonthcote b said to have hem ooqstandy slatioBisd, at oertain 
well knoim tinies, on her gardsntMnwe OfSlldoluag the road, pressed 
to hear ereiy petition, and to answer every claim on her l)eucvolence. 

" Such," adds the present worthy Rector in giving tliis account, " was 
the fanuly to whom bunal in the church was refused, because they were 
Roman (^thoUcf ManniBgi'i Surrey, vol. a, p. a6o. 

Ladty Soathoote, wife of Sir John aliove4iMnlioBed, was ddest dan| hter 
of Walter, second Locd Astoo, and of Lady Mary Weston, Eail tt Poi(> 
land, lord high treasurer, and sister of WaltOTy thild JjOcd AstOO> 
(i) Lyson's Cheahire, p. 5go, 
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•flife. He was horn nboul the year i66i, and resided chiefly 
at Staudon Lordship. The severity of the pciin! laws atj^ainsi Ca- 
tholics, (which in their sanguinary provisions, have never been 
equalled since the days of Draco) together with the obloquy 
which had fallen on the followers of the ancient religion which 
lie professed, c(»npelled bim, like his £ither, to live in privacy 
fmd retirement : but these .untoward circiunslances, common to 
him, and to many others of the oldest an^ most Ulnstripnsfiuni- 
lies in this realm, did not prevent him 

f ' In the calm majesty of private life," 

from exercising all the virtues n^hich can adorn and ennc^ such 
Itstntionf 

He married Mary, only daughter of Lord Thomas Howard, 
and sister to Thoipas and £dward, Duke$ of ?(orfolk, and died 

m 1747- (0 

James, fifth Lord Aslon, was the fifth ton and joongest 
child of V7alter, the fonrth lordt This nobleman -was re* 

mnrkable for his good humour and easy temper, and for his a& 
fability and condescension to All ranks df people. He died in 
August 1751(2) of tlie small pox, which he caught in attending 
the luneral of a irieiul at Stafford. The symptoms of the disorr 
der were uncommonly violent ; which^ together with the mode 
of treatment practised in those days» soon brought him to an 
untimely grave. He had married In 1744* I<ad/ Barbara Tal- 
bot, eldest danghter of Geoige, 14th Earl of Suewsbmyj bjr 
lluj, daughter of Thomas, Viscount FltawiUiam» of the king- 
dom of Ireland. By this lady, who survived him, and died at 
Paris in I75g, he had two daughters and coheiresses: i.Hyiiry' 
married in 17GG to Sir M';ilter Bloiuit, Rai l, of Soddinglon and 



(i) Erroneously, i744« iuQeaealogy, p. i53, 
(a) Ercon. 1749. Oiid. 
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Mawley, co. Wore. 2. Barbara, married in 1761, lo the Hon. 
Tlioniub Clifford, youngest sou oi'llugh, third Lord ClilTord, of 
Cliudlcigli iu Devondura. 

Loid Aston was interred in tke cbarch of St. Marjr's, Slalford, 
in the boiymg |^ce of the Aston fiunil/, which is ntuated neai* 
the north door> and protected bj an iron ndUng. 



On a flat slone on the pavement is tins luscripiion : 

Here Ilcth tlie body of the Right Hon. James Lord Aston of 
TualJ, Baron of Forfar, who died Aug. 20, 1761, agedaS. 



Adjoining 15 a very handsome moniunent of various coloured 
marbles, by the skilful hand of James Moore of London. In the 
lower part is a large tablet of white marble, on which is the fol- 
lowing inscription : 

Sacred to the memory of the Hon. Barbara Clifford, youngest 
datightcr and coheiress lo James, Lord Aslon ; a faithful, pa- 
tient, compliant wife, a tender and aiTectionate mother, an in- 
dulgent carefid mistress, giving good eiample to her children 
and family bjr her ptety^ mildness, and |;ood nature; homane» 
charitable, benevolent^ and compassionate to the poor. En- 
dowed with every virtue and good quality that adorns her seoCf 
She was a pattern for all wives and mothers ; and leaving a nu- 
merous family of twelve children : she died after a miscarriage, 
the 2il August 1 78(3, aged 5q years. — R. 1. P. 

Above the tablet is a pyramid of dove-coloured marble, in 
front of which is a sarcophagus, resting on the tablet, whereon 
is this inscription : 

This monnmentwas erected by order of the Hon. Thomas 



Digitized by Gopgle 



( ) 

'jCiifford to the memory of tho Hon. Barbara ClifTord, his be- 
loved wife, whom he survived but icu momlis and slxiccu days. 
His life was a pattern of every social uud moral virtue, aud his 
detUk of hefok patience, rc^igoaiiou," and Ckristian piety.— 
Aged 54 jean.— R. I. P. 



At the further end is a monument to the memory of the Hon. 
Lady Blouat. A sarcophagus of white marble supports a Phoenix 
rising out of flames, very boldly ezecnied. Behind is a pyra- 
mid of black marble, on which is inscribed in gold letters ; 

Mary, eldest daughter and coheiress of James, fifth Lord 
Aston. Born Aug. 14, 174^ Married Sept. 21, 1766, to Sir 
Walter Blount, Bart.— Perished by Ere Jan. 3o, i8o5. — R.LP. 

Matri. i^entisnnue Geofgins filius wtm mmtmiif mmtm 

posnit. 

On the Sareophagu are inscribed the following lines i 

' Thel«blcdbifd,viho,i*faeahisdm 

Som from hM fimenl pUe on wiofSoffiMy 

Too true an emblem oa this tomb appears 

Of her, whose iate still cluiois our tenderest tears. 

But though OUT deepctnick hoioni Ueed anew. 

Whene'er tliii nMomfid moaninentwa vieir. 

Tot Faith will teach us, weeping o'er her ihiinef 

To lift our thoughts to images divine— 

Eoflam'd with heavenly zeal for things above^ 

She lived and died a lioiocaust of lore \ ^ 

Qauis'dfimn all dffON, to her pore sold 'twas fhrm 

To me a fluuog saciSfioe to hiaf«B. 

A.G. 

On the death of James, fifth Lord Aston, without male issue. 
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tlic tiilc reverted to the descendants of William Aston of Mil- 
wich, fourth soa of Sir Edward Aslon, Knt. and uncle of Waker 
the iirsi iurd. 

Tfaiif ended Ais andenl line* whidiibr the ip«ce of more than 
5oo yeafs^ ives continiied from fiilher to son, throngk i8 gene-' 
rations ; from Ra]pb de Aston, iibo flonxished about ibe middle 

of the i3th century, down to James, fiAh LordAstOtt, wbo died 

in 1751 ; and whose grandson still possesses the property at Hay- 
wood, granted about the year ia8o to Roger dc. Aston, the se- 
cond, upon record of that family — two circumstances, scarcely 
to be paralleled iu the history of genealogical descents in this 
kingdom. 

Tbe arms of this fiimily have always been argent, a fess, and 
three losenges in chief, saMe. (1) llie ancient ciestt. was» on a 
thin velamen^ or bonnet, gules turned up ermine, a bull's boms, 

avgent,^ pointed or, tipped sable. 

This was afterwards changed to the following : 

On a wreath of his colour, a bull's head couped, or, armed 

argent, the tips of his boms sable. 
Tbe supporters— two Roman Inights, in Aeir proper arma- 

rnent^ faice, hands, and knees Bare ; with roimd buffers on their . 

exterior arms ; their scabbanb, sable, sword-hilts and chapes^ <Mr. 



(i) Robert Asloa, MCond m «f Bogar and Sgrbilia, had fbr hii annsaiw 
gant, a fflMand tire og r— e s In diief, adde.— (Chetir. I^.X-^In an aiiK 

cient heraldic MS. given in tfte Antiquarian Repontoij, vol. i, p. 8i, 

which contains the arms of ancient nobility in the lime of Henry III. the 

arms of Sir John de Aston of Northamptonshire, who was probably tbe 

elder brother of Roger de Aston, are stated to be table, a saltier argent. I 

The anus of Arton of Cheshire ««e HUe mA aigeiit, perff per dievron. 

These dii^TariilMHii in aims to distinguish the dilTerent braacbct of a &> 

mily were veiy common, befiue the hanUs adopted the labd, cretoent, 

mullet, etc. for that purpose. 
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The nioito taken by the first lord, was Spanish : Contra el ra- 
pido muevo : I move against the torrent : by which he probably 
alluded to tbe muneflmi* obttaelM he met with, in the conduct of 
tbe xnjrtterioasbasiiMasof hisfimeinbasijrlo%»ai]i. 

TbaM wu aft«r#uds changed to Numini ct Batrkg Jlsto : I 
siendnp for God and my country — a motto, which, while it coor 
tains an allusion to the name of Aston, is happily expressive €i 
that heroic sentiment, by which, those who have borne it, ap- 
l^earto have been uniformly actuated and guided in every situa^ 
tion and emergency of their lives. 
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ZOOLOGY 

O F 

T I X A L L, 

AND Its IMMEDIATE NEIGSffiOURHOOD. 



QUADRUPEDS. 

1^ Taurus. Chartley-park, about four miles from Tixall^ is 
among the few places wliere ilie indif^enous wild caiile of Britain 
are still to be found. The breed has been here preserved pure 
and unmixed, having been constantly confined in a separate in- 
dosure. The following external appearances disdnguish theM 
cattle fromall other kinds : their colour is imrarialilj^ white> miu- 
ales and ean Uack> honu while tipt mlh black. This nadve 
■wildness appears at the first approach of men ; the whole herd in« 
stantly sets off full speed to a considerable distance, and then 
wheels round, at the same time staring with eager curiosity. 

Cervus Elaphus, the Stag. Cervus Dama, the Fallow Deer. 
About twenty-five years ago, Tixall Park was inhabited by 
about twenty stags and hinds, and more than two hundred head 
of fiUew deer. A few stags were abo hept at that time in Wolse- 
leyFsilu Bnt their ferocioosness at the rutting season, the 
coarseness of their fleshy and the ^pantitjr of food they coosume, 
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have caused ihcm gradually lo disappear throughout Englaad. 
la the highlands of Scotland, herds of four or five hundred head 
are still lo be met mth, ranging at fall liberty over the vtst hille 
of the North. The fellow deer at Tixall were celdkrated for 
the fineness of their flavonr, but were destroyed some years ago 
to make room for more useful animals : they were of the dark 
brown species, which are said to have been introduced here by 
James I. out of Nomay. I-'allow deer are hardly known in 
France, and arc never kept for the purposes of the table j indeed 
diis is the only country were tbey are coBfioed in parks. Many 
hundreds of them stray anrestrained over (he neighbouring forest 
of Cannodt, and commit their difsedatioDi on the adjoining in* 
dosures with impunity, (i) 

Ovis Aries. Flocks of sheep of Merino, and Anglo-Merino 
breed, were introduced here sonic years since from the admired 
flocks of Lord Somervillc and Mr. Tullet. On the superior line- 
ness of their fleeces it is unnecessary lu expatiate ; but its not yet 
wifficiently known* that this is a very hardy race of animals^ not 
mnch atfected by severe cold, nor nice in its food, nor of diffi- 
cult parturition. Its mntt(m is ex^isitd/defieate. 

Mttstela Lutra, the Otter. The waters in Tixall are much in- 
fested with tigs animal, so destructive to fish. By the spoils 
which are somciimes found on the water-side, it is evident that 
tliey feed on lish of the largest size. An otter, was one morning 
surprised on the banks of the navigable canal, just as he had 
drawn out of the water an eel of tuosttal magnitade. FbrceiT- 



(i) Dr. Hot infiarms us, (HisL of Staff, ch. 7^ § 7B) that in hu VMmoiy 
an itiiMinitdraiiMidaiydiedat Tbnll, tbroogh tb« ii«g}igwce of Us kaqicr, 
wm bofisd (whenlM died) ia Tixall Fi«ld,"(a Urge comoMH 
field lying towards Hay\vood, now iadosad and subdivided) " whoso boaai 
kMoaOcr, if ever £ouaA, nugr czcate mnch wonder. ". 
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inghimteif discovered^ he had ottly time lo bile off the head ot 
his prey, andoo make his escape. The ccl i/ras served up the 
same day to a large company, who had never been supplied be> 
fore by so uncommon a caterer. 

LKipus Timidus. The hare aboimds in this parish, which from 
its nuneroitt and wdl disposed plaittadons, the dryness of its 
soi]» and its souihem a^ct, is admiiabljr calculated for the pro> 
servation of everjr species oC game. Ii is not unusual here at one 
point of view> to see fifieoi or twenty of these tioud animab dis- 
porting together. 

Lcpus Cunicuhis. The rabbits in this parish are loo nume- 
rous in some parts, and the frequent attempts which have been 
made to extirpate them, have never been crowned with complete 
success. They do infinite mischief in young plantations in se- 
vers weather, by barking the Drees, and biting off the leading 
shoots. 

Mustela Erminea. The stoat is the natural enemy of the two 
hst mentioned species : ii infests ihe woods of Tixall. A largo 
liare was one day observed hurrying across the lawn with the ut- 
most terror aud precipitation, beaiisgooe of these cruel blood-* 
andbers on her baidi« widi its daws entangled in her finr^ tfnd tif 
month aflbedtoher side — 

Siou missura cutcm nisi pleoa cruoris. 

The terrified animal would probably continnc to mik^tiU shtf 
dropped down dead with fatif,nie and loss of hlood. 

Sciurus Vulgaris. The squirrel cnlirens the woods hj his grace- 
ful and rapid movements ; he is accused however of doing much 
injury to fir [dantitiens, Ly uippiug the leading shoou of tUo 
young pines. ^ 

Eqana Caballus. Tbeitt is a breed d black draught hoiias iit 
this part of the country, strong and bony, of which ihefmnecs 
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are extremely proud ; bat the/ want acd'ritjrf tod coxunme a great 
deal of food» 

BIRDS. 

Faico CfuysactOS. The golden eagle : one of these birds was 
killed some yean ago on Cannock Cliace» by Sir Edward Liule- 

ton's \ccper. 

Strix flanimea. The while owl is the constant tenant of the ve- 
nerable ruins above described — 

From the ivy-mantled tower 
The mopiDg owl doth to the moon complain 
Of sodi, aatnmdenognehr her secret bower 
llalcit ber antient idttaay leiga. 

fbasianus Colchicus. The pheasant, till of late years, was 
bardly known in Staffordshire, and many attempts had been 
made to mtrodnce them» but without socoess. In the first Toiune 
of ShaVs Staffordshire, pnUished in 1798, it is mentioned as a 
tery rarebird. lost about that time, the present owner of Hzall, 
turned out a couple of cocks and four hens in a protoctod copse 
near the house ; thcj throve wonderfully, and at the present day 
have uot only abimdantly peopled the parish, but also all the 
neighbouring manors. 

Tetrao Tetriz. The black groos inhabits the dreary wastes of 
Cannock Chaoe* and is found alsq in Wolaeley and Chardey 
Parks^ and in a long tract of boggy land, called Chartlcy Moss. 

Perdiz Cinerea. The partridge abounds in the cultivated 
grounds of Tixall and the adjoining manors, and affords ample 
diversion in the winter season to the lovers of the gun. 

Pcrdix Coturn^x. The quail is extremely rare in these parts. 
In i8o4, a solitary bevy made its appearance uiTlxall 'parish. 

Loxia CoccoihraustM. Haw Grosbeak. This xaxc bird emip 
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grated into Siaffordshire in the year \ 796^ and some of ihem were 
seen in the planuuons o£ Lord Hanowby at Sandon. 

Caprinm^ias Evropcui. The gpal^iicker occasionally visits 
the Black Heath and its environs. lis notes are most singular: 
the loudest resembles diatof a large spinning wheel ; and the 
noise is so very violent as to give a sensible vibration to any little 
building on which it chances to alight, lis other note is a sharp 
squeak, wWich it repeats often when in pursuit of the female.— 
(Pennant's Zoology, vol. i .) 
• 

AQUATIC BIRD3. 

The sitnation of Tixall pariah, bounded by two nun, and in- 
tersected by a naTigable canal, which is expanded into a large 
lake, (besides a considerable pool in the park) renders it the 
resort of various Mraier fQwl. The Allowing are among the most 

remarkable : 

Ardca Ciucrac. The heron infests the wateis of Tixall, being 
a great desiroyw ol fish. Hunting herons widi hawks was a fit- 
Tourite diTersion of ouranceslors. Ilieheion wag then accoonted 
n bird of game, and laws were enacted for its preserradon. Any 

person destroying its eggs was liable tO a penally of twenty shil- 
lings for each oirencc. Ii was then served up as a delicacy at great 
tables. This bird has a bed of black feathers bolow the wings, 
very long, soft and elegant, A\hich arc frcqucnily used to orna- 
ment the caps uf the knights of the Garter. — (Pciuiaui's Zoology, 
TOl. a, p. 4a3.) 

Ardea SteUaris. The bittern has sometimes been seen here. 
Its flesh is said to be preferable to that of the heron ; and it is 
oAen exposed to sale by the London poulterers* 

Scolopax Rusticola. The woodcock becomes more scarce here 
every year. So much land has been drained in this parish of 

^ Mm 
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late years, that there is hardly any to be found of that wet sprin|:;r 
ground, which they chiefly delight in. They arc :itill plentiful iu 
Locd fiagot's woods, and the woodlands about Cheadle. 

Scolopax Gallinago, the Snipe. Scolopaz Gallinola, Jack 
Snipe. Large lights of these birds are often seen in the mea- 
dows betNTocn the navigable canal and the river Sow* 

Tringa Vancllus. The lapwing. 

Charadrius Pluvialis. The f^oldcn plover. 

Rallus Aqualicus. The water-rail. 

Fulica Chloropus. The water-hen, or moor-hen. * 

Fulica Atra. The coot. 

Rallus Crex. The land-rail. 

Colymbus Aoritus. Tbe little grdM, Or dab-chidi. 

Mergos Merganser. The goosander. 

Anas Cygnus, the Swan. This noble bird abounds on theti- 
vers Trent and Sow, and the navigable caual before Tixaii. 

Betweea her white witigt mantling, proedlj Hms 
Her atate with oaxj ImA.— Par. Lost. b. j, 

Each proprietor of the river has a certain number of swans be* 
longing to him, which are distinguished by one or more notches 
ornicKs on the beak. Those belonging to Tixall ha-ve a notch 
on each side the beak near the point. Formo'Ijr the Idn^s 
swans were marked widi two nicies on the beak, and a royal swan 
was called a swan with two nicks .- lipncc probably came the 
sign of the Swart with tivo NccAs, ju.st as the Boll Savage, (a 
black woman with a bell) tlic Bull and Gaie^ and Bull and Mouth, 
came from the Belle Sauvage, Jiouhg/ic Gate, and Boulogne 
iMbirfA. These swans are in a wild state, having no food given 
them in the severest winter. Twenty or thirty are sometunes 
seen clustered together in the Trent near Wolselqr Bridge. 
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The swans in pairinf» lime arc very vicious and tight furiously j 
the weaker bird being driven to a distance, and one of the comba- 
taats is frequently killed, or escapes with a broken wing. The 
pen laysffom 5 to 9 or tj eggs« and makes her nett near the river, 
just out of die readi of the floods ; the common people olMerye 
the position of these nests, and whenever thef fiiid them placed 
very near the river« tbef angnr from thence that there mil be no 
spring floods that year. 

The swan was formerly a royal bird, and the species was pre< 
served by severe penalties. In those days it graced the tables of 
the great. Cygnets are to this day fattened at Pioi-yvich about 
Qiristmas, and sold for a guinea a piece- 
As the note of the swan is extremely harsh and disagreeable, 
it is sttipriaing that thejr .should have been cddbrated not onljr b/ 
the poets but the natoralisls in ancient tim.es for the mosic of 
their voice, which was supposed to be raost melodious in their 
dying moments. In consequence of this idea^ swans arc often in 
their writings compared to poets: Horace calls Pindar theDir- 
ceau Swan, ^ 

Midta Dinecim levat aora Od. %, lib. 4. 

and in another p]ace> sdaed wth a poetical astmm, imagines 
himself to be coverei with the snowy plumage of tbb favoorite 
bird. — Lib. Od. ao. Pennant, in his Zool. vol. 2, p. 667, ac* 

COonls for this idea, from the belief entertained by the anlients 
that llip body of llio swan, according to llic PyllKigoroaii doc- 
trine of lli(i iransnii-^raliun of soul>, was allotted for tlio mansion 
of the departed poet; but for what reason swans were thus la* 
voured, remains to be explained. 

Anas Nigra. Black diver, or scoter. 

Anas Clangola. Golden eye. 
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Anas Bosclias. The wild duck, or mallard. 
Anas Pcuclops. The wigeon. 
Anas Crecca. The teal. 

Pdecaims Cailio. . The corronnt, or connonnt. 
Some of die birds here mentioned only male dieir a^ear- 
enee inverjr serere winters. 

There b also a kind of. wild goose brought from the Cape, hj 
Mr. Thomas Anson, (I believe, the Anas Cana of Linnaeus) which 
has multiplied, and is now naturalised to this neighbourhoods 

PISH. 

The best sorts of fish found in the rivers Trent and Sow are 
pike, perch, eel, and gudgeons in plenty j more rare are troat» 
grayling and burbot ; and carp and tench, with which the nayiga- 
ble canal is plentifidfy stocked^ are vvy scarce in these nrers. 
Crayfish are found in the brooks which come from Cannod 
Chace. Lampems are also taken in the Sow ; and both rivers 
abound with the coarser sorts offish, such as barbel, chub, roach, 
dace, bleak J and with the smaller sorts, as loaph, niinow, ruff, 
and bull-head. The pike grow to a large size ; one was taken out 
of die na^ngable canal on Sh'rore-Tuesday i8o4» which wei|{hed 
a4 pounds. lu back was flat and broad like a Leicesienlure 
-sheqp, and its flesh was remarkably firm md delidons to the 
taste. The burbot is highly esteemed, but is extremely rare* 
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FLORA TIXALLIANA; 

A CATALOGUE 

Of the mott NimrlMUe phsaogftmous f lasts, to b« foand irithin a 
aunniiiilfi ridA of TinU. 

The celebratedDr. Wiihering,whoseHisloryof Indigenous Bo- 
tany has principally contributed to propagate in this country 
the study of that delightful science, began his medical career at 
Siatlord j where getting very slowly into employmeat^ (the com- 
mon&te oi most you&g physicians) he defoted hu leinm hoois 
to the study of vegetaUe aatare, and left no pert of that neigh- 
boQlliOOd nne^lored. To the little success he met with in the 
outset of his pro£B8sion> is die worid indebted for his valuable 
work, The Botanical Arrangements. From this work are taken 
the articles in ihc following List, marked With- To which are 
added, many communications by the present owner ol Tixall, 
marked T. G. and some other persons. Among these mtnyao* 
Imowledgements are doe to Mr. Fonler, soigeon, of Stone^ who 
to the merit of a yeiy sUUoI praedtkmer, adds that of a sdeniific 
botanist. In this catalogue, the classification of Dr. Smithy in 
his Flora Biitannicaj is followed instead of that of Thimberg, 
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ivhich has been adopted by Wilbehng, but which appears too 
violent ft departure irom tlie sjsiem of die iaunorlal Liiui«ea8. 

MONANDRIA. 

Mbnogjiiia. Hippuris vulgaris. Mare's tail. Paddow Pipe. 

This flower is tlic simplest of all the phaenogamoos plants, 
having neither caljx nor corolla ; and only one stamen, one pis- 
til, and one seed. Muddy ponds and ditches; not common. 
About a mile from Staflbrd, in ditches adjoining the fooi-iuad 
to Aston. With. On ibe road about balf way between Stafford 
andNev^rt. T.C May. 

OiamToIgaris. Common S tonewort. SlioiingWater Horse- 
tail. Ditches and pools. Marl Pit^ near Stafl'ord. J uly^ August. 

Cbara liispida. Prickly Stone-wort. At the bottom of a 
spring in a meadow near Gay ton. With. June, Oct. 

DIANDRIA. 

Monogyua. Grciea Lnteliana. Incbanier^s Nightshade. 
Woods and shady lanes. Bridklawa Coppice, TizaU. T. G. 
June, July. 

Veronica ar?eiuis. Wall Speedwell. fiJach Heath, TixalL 

T.C. May. 

V. serpyllifolia. Smooth Speedwell. Shrubbery, TixaU. T.C» 

May. 

V. officinalis. Common Speedwell. Tixall Park. T. C. 
May, Aug. 

V. beccaboaga. BrooUime. Brook by Tixall churchward. 
T. C. June. 

V. anagallis. Var. i . Corolla of a beauti/nl pink. Cow Lea- 
SOW Ditch, Tixall. T.C. Junes. July, Aug. 
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V. scutcUau. Narrow leaved Speedwell. Poor swampj 
toil. Gajiaock Heath. T. C. Jnne, Augr. 

V. agrestb. GernMnder. Kitchen garden, Tiuli. T. C. 
April. 

V. hedersefolin. Ivy leaved Speedwell. Old Pitt, abore the 
Rough Croft, Tixall. T. C. April, May. 

Pin«^uicula vuli^^ari"?. Butterwort. A ho^rry valloy on Can- 
nock Heath, nearly opposite to Tixall gate. June ao, iSi i, X. C 
June, July. 

Lycopus Europieat. Water Horehoand. In the moat at the 
Gifford Amu, Great Haywood. T. C July, Sept. 

TRIANDRIA. 

Monogynia. Yalerina officmalii. Great wild Valerian, 
firimsey Meadows, Kiywood. T. C. June. 

Valeriana dioica. Bllanh Valerian. Common in marshy mea- 
dows about Stone. Mr. Forster, June, July. 

V. locusia. Lamb's Lettuce. Corn Sallad, common inoom 
fields. Hitchcn Hill enclosures. T. C. April, July. 

Crocus nudiflorus. Naked flowering Crocus. Woolstan- 
ton. n<^v. T. Butt. This species does not appear to have beeii 
Inown to Dr. Widiering, as an indigenous plant. ' October. 

Iris P^daconu. YeUow .flag. Navigation bank, Tixall. 
T. C. July. 

£riophorum angustifoliiim. Coiton-gRlS8< Great finmsey, 

Haywood, near (be road. T. C. June. 

Scirpus palustris. Club-rush. Banks of rivers and ponds, 
frequent. Near Stafford. With. July. 

S. caespiiosus. Dwarf Qub-niah. Black Heath, Tixall, T. G. 
June. 

S. mariiimus. Saltjaiarsh Onb-grass. Sbirely Wich. With. 
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Angast. la tbe diffsrent salmuursliet in tbe BeigUbourbood of 
TbnJl, are to be found, this aad many oiber maritinie planis, (at 
.vrill be seen lower down) wbicb baye been genenll j supposed to 

grow only on the sea coast. 

ScIuTnus albus. 'White floweredRosb-grass. Chardey Moss- 
Lord liagot. July, Spplcmber. 

Digynia. Briza media. Quakiug-grass. Brancot Aiders^ 
Tkall.. T. C. Jane. 

Trigynia. Mbntia fontana. Small Water Gbidkweed. Purslane, 
^rinp -and watery places; wet ploogbed fidds. Tizall Ley 
PteluT.C. . 

TETRANDRIA. 

MoDOgynia* Dipsacnspilosus. Small Teasel, Shepherd's Siaff. 
At Walton near the Bridge; and the Mill Moors near Stone. Fop- 
sler. July, August. 

Sherardia arvensis. Little Field Madder. Perry's Farm, 
Tixall. T. C. Hay, September. 

Galinm vliginosnm. Rongb Marsb Bed-stntw. Saltbeaib, near 
die clump, east. T. G. Hay. 

G. cmciatura. Cross-wort. Hedge banks, Tixall i very 
common. T. C. 

G. Aparine. Goose-grass. Cleaves. Common in hedges, 
X.ixall. T. C, May, June. 

G. palustre. White Water Bed-straw. Poplar beds near Mil- 
ford iu|aeduct. T. C. June. 

Sanguisorba officinalis. Gmat Bomet. Poplar beds Tizall, 
T. C. Marly soils about Stafford. With. 

Parietaria ollicinalis. Pellitory of the wall. By the canse- 
way at the Forcgaic Siaflbrd. Forsler. June, September. 

Conius saiiguincik. Wild Corncl-tree. Dog-WOOd. tiollow- 
way, Tixall. Coley-laue. T. C. June. 
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Alchctnilla vulgaris. Bear's Foot. Common ladies -mauile. 
Meadoinrs and pastures. TUall. T. C. June, September. 

Aldi«mil]a arvenais. Pkniey Fiert. Cora fidds, Brancot. 
T. C. May, August. This plant is made a s^Nurate genus by Wi- 
thering, under the name of Aphanes Arvensis, and is langed in 
the dasB Monandria. 

Aspcnila odorata. Sweet Woodroof. Woods and shady 
lanes about Stone. Forster. May, June. 

PENTANDRIA. 

Bknogynia. Myqsolis scorpi(ndes. Moose^ar Scorpion- 
grass. The different varieties very common about Tixall. T.C. 
A bcauiiful variety with a white flower, in the woods at Dallas- 
ton. Forster. May, July. 

Lithospermum officinale. Common Gromweli Gray Mill, 
SiaA>id-castIe chnrch-yard. Forsier. May. 

Anchnsa semper-Tirens. Ever-green AlLanet. Among the 
the old lama at Tixall, T. C; May, Jnly. 

CfDOglossum officinale. Hound's Toogne. In ihelanebe- 
rneen Tixall and Hoc Mill. T. C. June. 

Symphytum ofTicinalc. Common Gomfirey. In meadows 
near Stone. Forsier. ' May, June. 

Lycopsis arvensis. Small Bugloss. Ruins at Tixall ^ Berry- 
bill piece, do. T. C. June, July. 

Echium vnlgara. Bine Viper^s bugloss. Very rare in Stafford- 
shire: in Stafibrd town Geld. Mr John Dickenson. Junc^July. 

Primula vulgaris. Primrose. Very common about Tixall. 
T.C. April 

Pr. vcris. Cowslip. Ai Coley. T.C. April. 

Menyaiilbcs trifoliaia. Buck Beau. Marsh Trefoil. lu putids 
about Wolseley. R.Wo]sehj. June, July. This is one of the 
most beamiiu] of all our native flowers.. 

Na 
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Lysimachia vulgaris. Yellow Loose-strife. Hajrwood Wharf. 
T. C. June, Jul^. 

Lys. Nemonun. Wood LooM-ttfi^. Yellow Pimpernel. In 
shady lanes near Stone. Forsier. Majr, SegU 

Ljs. Nommnlaria. Money-wort. Drains in CowLeaaow, Tixall. 
T. C'Jnne. 

AnagalHs arvensis. IVIalc Pimpernel. Cora fields, Tixall. 
Very common. T. C. June, July. Every part of lliis plant is 
singularly beautiful, and deser\'es to be minutely examined. 

Auag. tenella. Bog Pimpernel. Chartley Moss. T. C. Can* 
nock Heath. With. T. G. Jnly. Aug. 

.CmiTolvulessepiiun. Great Bindweed. Crabtree Stocks Hcdge^ 
Tixall. T. C. July, August. 

Canqpanula rotundifolia. Round leaved Bell-flower. Yerj 
conunon. T. C. August, October. 

Camp, patula. Spreading Bell-ilowcr. la the neighboor- 
houd ol Liciilicld. Mr. Savillc. July, August. 
' Camp, latifolia. Giant Bell-flower. On banLi of .mail at 
Burton, one mile south of Staflbrd* With. Common about Stone. 
In a wood near Meaford Farm ; a veiy handsome variety. Flower 
nearly white with a purple eye. Forstcr. August. 

Viola hirta. Hairy Violet. Near the old avenue at Sandtni. 
Forstcr. April. 

V. odorata. Sweet Violet. Walk above the Rough Croft, 

Tixall. T. C. March, April. 

V. palastris. Marsh Violet. In most bogs wher^ Drosem and 
AnagalUs Tenella grow. Forster. ^riL 
y. canine. Dog^s Violet. Very common in shady places. 

^ T. C. April, June. 

V. tricolor. Hf art's Ease. Common. Var. a. of ^ilb. 
Grows in Haywood Park. T. C. May, September. 

Verbasrum Thapsiis. Great while Mullein. Siaflbrd-laue, 
near the turnpike ^ iicny hill, Tixall. T. C. July. 
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Hjroicyamus niger. Common Hen* bane. At Stafford-casde. 

Forstcr. July. 

Alropa Belladonna. Deadly IVightshadc, said to have been 
found at .Stafford-castl*^. Torster. June. The two LintKean 
names of this plant merit explanation. Its generic name is iudi- 
cative of. its poisonous qualities, from Atropos, one of the Parc«e, 
or fiiud sisters, whose employment was to cat the thread of hu- 
man life ; its specific nnmc, Belladonna, was gtfBO. tO it from 
its Laving been used by the Italian ladies as a cosmetic. 

SolaimiT) dulcamara. Woody Nightshade. Hedges in Uoo 
Mill-iane. Tixall. T. C June, July. 

. Soi. nigrum. Garden Nightshade. Seyeral places about 
Stone. Forsler. ' June, September. 

Cbironia Centanrium. Lesser GenUMy. BmrtjMiSI, Tixall. ' 
T. June, S^tember. • 

Samolus vnlerandi. Round leaved. water Pimpenid. Tixall 

sallmarsh. T. C June, July. 

Lonicera periclymcnum. Common Honey-suckie or Wood-* 
bine. Hedges, TixalJ. T. C. May, July. 

Rhamnus catharticos. Badithom. In a hedge near Small 
Rise. Forster. Maj;June. • • 

Ribes grossnlaria. Rough Goose-beny : Feft-berry. Hedges 
near Penk ridge. T. C. April. 

Hcdera helix. Ivy. Very luxuriant on Tixall Gatehonsev 
T. C. October. 

Glaux mariilnia. Sea Milkwort : Black Saltwort, Tixall, 
saltmarsh. T. C. June, July. The immetise drains made by 
Lord T^ot in the^adjoining saltmarsh of IngestriOj Ibr the 'pur- 
pose of cariying off the salt spring, may probably destroy ihii 
and other marine plants. 

Vinca minor. Lesser Periwinkle. At Wolseley near the turn* 
pike road. A purple variety at Walloa near Siune, on the banks 
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of (ho Trent, with both doable .and single flowers. Fonler. 

May, June. 

Digyaia. Ulmus campeslTO. Elm. Cow Leasow, TixaU. 
T. C. 

inmas montane. Broad leaved Elm t Wyek-dm. A tfne one 
on ihe eait of Tixall bonse. One much laifer wait of ibe lam- 
yard. T. C. April* May. 

Gentiana campestris. Field Gentian. On bar stone walb near 
Wolseley bridge. R. Wolseley. August, October. 

Hydrocotylc vulgaris. Marsh Pennywort. White Rot. 
Bogs on Cannock Heatb, and Sail Heaib^ Tixall. May, July. 

Santicoh Evrop«a. Wood Sanicle. Woods and thickets. 
Crab-tree Stocks, TixaU. T. C. Hay, Jnae. 

DencosCaMMa. Wild Carrot. Bird's Nest. Common aboot 
Tixall. T. C. Jane, August. The garden carrot b no other 
than this plant in a cultivated state. Daucus maritimus is 
only a variety of this. Dr. Smith. It is remarkable, how many 
of our best vegetables have been imported into uur kilcheu gar- 
dens from the sea coast : such as the plant in question^ cabbage, 
beeMoot, asparapis, sea-kale, pea, etc. 

Bumiom flexnosom. Fignnt, Earth Chesmit. CowLsasow, 
Tixall. T.C. Hay, June. 

Conium maculatum. Uemlock. Fsny's Crook meadow, Tiz. 
T. C. June, July. 

Sium aii«]jusiifolium. Narrow leaved water Parsnip. Skerret. 
Kingston-pool. With. July, September. 

Sium uodiflomm. Creeping water Parsnip. In brooks about 
Tixall. T. C. Jaly, Angost. The ei^ranad {nice was oAea 
prescribed by Dr. Withering, for cntaneoos disoiders. 

Cicuta virosa. Long leaved water Hemlock, water Cow-bane. 
Thisplantis luckily Tery rare, being one of die most Timlentof 
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the vegetable poisons. It is foaad ia Kingston Pool. With. 
July, Auf^'iist. 

Scaadix odorata. Svveei Cicely, Great Chervil. Waste places, 
bni always iwar booses. AtTiicaU. With. Jane. 
Sc. Pecten. Venns'sComb. Corn fields iflbout Tixall. T.C. 

Sc. €2erefoliam. Common Gberril. Tixall village. T. C 

May. 

Chaerophylliim silvestre. Wild Cicely, Cow-wced. SliadjT 
places about Tixall house, common. T. C. May. 

Trigynia. Viburaom oputus. Common guelder Kose^ water 
Elder. Thnll HoUow-^ray. T. C. May, Jnaor 

Sarabncns Ebnlos. Dwarf Elder, Daoewort. In the lano 
below Tixall house. T. C In the roifd near RngBlqr, plend- 
ftdly. Forsler. July. 

Samb. nigra. Commoa Elder. One of very large circum- 
ference grows in front of Tixali house, on the rising ground lo 
the east. April, May. 

Telngynia. Pimaasia pobutris. Grass of B a raassas * Bofs. 
nearWobeley. R.Wobeley. August, October. . 

Pentagynia. Linnm cathardcam. PnrgiBg-fbar. Cannot 
Heath. T. C May, July. 

Drosera Rotuiidifolia. Rouud leaved Sun-dew. Rcd-rol, Chart* 
ley Moss ; Salt Heath ; east near the Chunp ; lioggy-dcll on 
Cannock Heath, opposite Tixall gate. T.C. July, August. 

Drosera longifolia. Long leaved Sun-dew. Rare. Chanhy 
Moss. Lord ^igot. See in Widiering, acnrioos account of the 
fly-catching qoality of these plants. 

Polygynia. Myosurus minimus. Monso-lail. Ka a Cart mt in 
Tixall field farm. T.C. .May, June. 
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HEXANDRU. 

• 

Monogjmia. Fritillaria Meleagris. FHtillaiy. A white 
lowered Turietjr in great abuadttace in a meadow on ilw ri|^t 
li'de of the road leading from Wolsdqr Bridge to Staflbrd, not a 
quarter of a mile from the bridge. May 7,1787. With. Found 
there many years afterwards 'Forsier. April, May. 

Ornithogahim umbcllatum. Star of Rcthlphcm. Near Bella" 
mour house ; Hill Walk, Tixall, April, June. 

Piarihccium ossifrngum. Lancashire Asphodel. Very bean* 
tSfbl and rare. ' Chariley Moss. Lord Bagot. July, August.' 

Acorns calamus. Sweet Flag. In the Trent near Darlaston 
Bridge. Mr. Fonler. June. 

Scilla nutans. Harebell. Berry-hill, in great abundance. 
C9ov«s«>graas Gale, Tixall. T. C May. 

Trigynia. Rumex acetosella. Sheep's Sorrel, Black-hill, San- 
don-hall. T. C. May, June. 

Triglocbin maritimum. Sea Arrow-grass. Saltmarsh near In- 
gesirie. Witb. Tixall saltmarsb. T. C. May^ August. 

]\>lygyiua. Alisma planiago. Water Plantain. Broadrwater 
diicbes atTbail. T.C. July, August. 

Alisma ranunc uloides. ' Small water Flaninin. In Rome 
Pool on Knightley Conmion, near the Gone. Forster. Au- 
gust. 

OCTANDRIA. 

Honogynia. Epilobiom hirsntum. Great iraow4ierb. Cod- 
U ngs and Cream. Nangalion and ri?er banks« Tizall. T. C. 
July. 
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Ep. pni-viflonun. Small flowered Willow-herb. Ibid. T. C. 
July, August. 

£p. palu&ire. Manb WiIlow<^erb. Moist places about Tix. 
T. C. July. 

• Acer Pseodo-pletaiuif. Sycamore. Lane leadiaf^fromToall . 
to Stafford. T. C. May, Jane. In the north ofEnfj^hmd it is 

called Plane. 

Acer Campcstre. Maple. In the upper partofTixall Park, 
near Ingoslric, are some large maples, -which appear to be of groat 
age. Oue of these, which has hardly any boughs of its own, has 
^▼en root in iu decayed slate to a lunmant elder^ and blooms 
again with borrowed hononrsr'' 

Bfintutqae nxms firondes, et ooa sua poma.— Viae* 

CUora perfoliate. Perforated Yellow- wort. Yellow Cenianry. 
* Ronton-abbey near Stafford. With. June, September. 

Vacciniom myrdUos. Bilberries. Black HeaUi,Tixall. T. G. 

April, May. 

Vacc. Vilis-idaea. Red Whortle-berries. Cannock Heath, in 
a dry gravel. Wiih. March, April. 

V. Oxycoccos. Cradberries. Gbartley Moss. Lord Bagot. Jane. 

Erica tetral'x. Cross leavedHeath. Cannock Heath. T. C. 
Joly. 

E. vulgaris. Common headi. Ling. Black Heath, TizaU. 

T. C. June, August. 

£. cinerea. Fine leaved Heath. Ibid. T. C. August. 

Daphne laureola. Spring Laurel. In a iield called the Shoalsi 
^ at Coley near Tixall. T. C. March, April. 

Trigypia. Polygonum 'amphibiam. Karrow leaTcd Pood* 
weed. Old Moat« near ClifibrdArms^ Haywood. T.C. Jane, 
July. 
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Polyg. Persicaria. Spotted Snakeweed. Navigation Bank^ 
Tixall. T. C. July, September. 

Pol. Bistorta. Great Snakeweed. Near the Infirmary, Stafibrd. 
With. Meadow bebindlbePartonage. Tixall. T.C.June. 

P. avicnlare. Knot-grass. At Tixall, paaiini. T. C. P. bfevi- 
fidfom ; a varietj. Leaves oblong, stamens 7. Sand/ road near 

Ingestric Heath. "With. April, September. 

P. Convolvulus. Black Bindweed. Cornfields and liedges, 
Tixall. T. C. June, September. 

Tetragynia. Paris quadrifolia. Herb Paris. Woods near 
Stone. For&ter. May, June. 

Adoxa moBcbatellina. Tbberous moscbaieU. Under trees in 
wet ground bebind Tixall chvrcb-yardj west. May, Jane. 

£NN£ANDRIA. 

Hcxagynia. Butomus umbellaius. Flowering Rush. Wa- 
ter Gladiole. ffavigaiiou Bank, Tixall. T. C. In the Pcnk at 
Rickerscote near Stafford. Mr. J. Dickenson. June. This is 
the only known plant of English growth belonging to the daia 
Enneandfia. 

DECANDRIA. 

Monogytua* Andromeda polifblia. Marsh Cistns. Chanlejr 

Moss, Lord Bagot. June. 

Digynia. Cbrysosplenium altemifolium. Aliemate leaved 
Golden Saxifrage. At Moddershall. Forsier. May. 

Chrysopleniiim oppositijolium. Golden Saxifrage. Brook 
at Oakedge near Woiseley Bridge. T. C. April, May. 

Saxifraga granulaia. Whilo Stxifiige. Meadows near lidi- 
6eld, plentilul. -Forster. Majr. 
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Sax. tridactylites. Rue Whitlow Grass. On the old ruins, 
Tixall. April, May. 

Sftponaria officinalis. Soapwort. In the hedge by the road- 
side at Sandon, on the road to Ifildenion. Fonter. Angnst, 
September. 

Trigynia. Silcna inflate. Bladder Gumpion. Comfieldsj 
Tixall. T. C. July. 

Stcliaria holostea. Greater Stitcbwort. Crabtree Stocks, 
Tixall. T. C. April, May. 

Arcnaria marina. Sea Spurrcy. la a saltmarsh near Shirley- 
wich. With* May, October. 

Ptetagynta. Sedam* acre. Stonecrop. Wall Pepper. On 
tiled roo& about TixaU. T. C. Jnne, July. 

Oxalis aoetoseUa. Wood Sorrel. Satnall Hill Plantation, 
T. C. April, May. 

Agrostemma Githago. Com Cockle. Com fields about Tixall. 
T. C. June, July. 

Lychnis flos Cuculi. Ragged Robin, Crabtree-siocks, Tixall, 
T. C. 

L. dioica. Campion Gockow Flower. Ibid. T.C. May, 
September. 

Cerastimn aqaaticnm. Water Chickireed. At Borston, and 
in the lane leading firom the turnpike road to Gayton. Forster. 
July, August. 

Spei^la arvensis. Com Spurrey. Com fields about Tixall. 
T. C. July, September. 

DODECANDBIA. 

Monogynia. Lythmm salicaria. Loosestrife. Banks of the 
river Sow, Tixall. T.C. July, August. 

Oo 
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Digynia. Agrimonia eupaloria. Agrimony. Hedges about 
Tixall. T.C. June, July. 

Trigynia. R^eaada Inieola.' Woad, Dyei'aWMd. Weld. 
Hear 8lafford» by ilie road aide leading to Penkridfe. Rev. S. 

Dickenson. June, July. 

Euphorbia characias. Red Spurge. Rare. Dr. Plot, Hist, 
of SlafT. ch. 6, p. 302, records it as growing on the paper mill 
pool dam in Haywood Park; but it has since been sought for 
there in vain. March, April. 

Eaph. exigu. Chnrarf sparge. In the turnpike road from 
Stone to Hollywood Gate. Forster. July, Ang. 

Eupb. amygdaloides. Wood Spnige. At ibe H»llj Wood 
near Hardwick Heath. Fonier. Iffarcb, April. 

Dodecagynia. Sempervivum tectonun. Cyphel. Common 
House Leek. Ropfs in Tixall village. T.C. July. 

IG05ANDRIA. 

Pentagynia. Mespilus oxyacantha. Hawthorn. Some veij 
beautiful in Tixall Park. T.C. May, June. 

Pyrus aucuparia. Quickenircc. Mountain Ash. lo the Oak 
coppice leading to Black Heath. T. G. May. 

Spirm nhnaria. Meadow Sweet. Moist meadows about Tix- 
all. T. C. June, July. 

' Volygjrnia. Fragaria veaca. Wood Sirawbeny. Wolaelej 
Pail. T. C May, Jnne. 
F. sterilis. Barren Strawbeny. TksM, itsrj common. T. G. 

April, May. 

PoientiUa anserina. Silver Weed. In the lanes about TizaD. 

T. C. Jiinc, July. 
P. reptans. Cincpefbil. Ibid. T. C. June, September. 
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Tonnmlilk officinalis. Toranflotil. Black Heath, CSaimodK^ 
Heath. T. C. June, September. 
Gctim urbanum. Avens. Herb fienoei. Grab tree Stocks, 

Tixall. T. C. June, Atif^nst. 

G. rivale. Water Avcns. Meadows uear Sheostone, plead- 
§uSly. Forster. June, July. 

Gmiaram palnsire. Bbrdi CSnqoefoil. Plentifiil in pits about 
Stone. F. Jane, Jnlj. 

' POLYANDRU. 

iNIonogynia. Chelidoniiun inajas. Celandine. Tixall village. 

T. C. May, July. 

Papaver rhaeas. Red Poppy. Com iields,' Tixall. T. G* 
Jane, August. 

Ffymphaea lotea. Yellow Water Lily. In the nmt Ttenkt, near 
Haywood Mill. T. C. ' July, August. 

Njm. alba. While Water Lily. Jin. the riTer Sowj near Staf- 
fi»rd. With. In the Sow near Hollisford. T. C. July. This 

is one of the most beautiful plants in tlte English Flora. 

Tilia curopaea. Lime. Lindentree. Near the half*way house, be- 
tween Tixall and Stafford. T. C. July. 

Pentagynia. Aquilegia vulgaris. Columbine. Brick-lawn co- 
pice, Tixall. T. C. June. 

Polygynia. Anemone nemorosa. Wood Anemone. Woods 
and shady places. Tbcall. T.C. April. 

Ranunculus Ficaria. Filewort. Meadows andpastnres, com- 
mon. T.C. April. 

Ran. lingua. Great Spearwort. Kingston Fool. With. June, 
July. 

Ran. auricomus. Goldiiocka. Woods and hedges, Tixall. 
T. C. AprU,May. 
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Aaa. sceleraius. Round-leaved Water Crowfoot. la a wet 
ditch near Ttxall garden f^ate. T. C. May, June. 

R. aquaulis. Wood Crowfoot. Pouds at Xixall. T. C Majr, 
July. 

HeUeborus loeiidus. Bearsfoot. Stinking Hellebore. Old 
Ditch BankinTixall.Lay Park, nuder |he thorns near the Crablrce- 
stocb- T. C. Mueeh, April. 

Caltha pal^iris. Mar^h Marigold. .Moist meadows, TSxall, 

common. T. C, April, May. 

Tlialicirum flavum. MciuiowRuc. Poplar beds near Miiford 
A4{ueduct. T. C. ^earMealord. F. June. 

DIDYNAMIA. 

Gymnospcrmia. Ajuga repians. Bugle. Hanyard drive, 
Tixall. T. C. May. 

Xeucrium Scorodonia. Wood Sage. Sage Gennander. Black 
Heath, Berry-hill, TixaU. T. C. July. 

Glecoma hederacea. Ground Ivy. Tizall, passim. T. C 
April, Sby. 

Lamium album. Archangel. While dead Nettle. Majt 
Jane. Tixall, passim. 

Lam. nibrum. Red dead Plettie. Dee Nettle. April, September. 

Tixall, passim. 

. Galcospis versicolor. Large flowered hemp Nettle. Bee Nettle. 
Li corn fields abont Beilamour ; also at Tixall. T.C. July, 
August. 

' Galctdbdolon lutenm. Yellow deadlCettlc Woods and shady 
places in Staffordshire fre<iuent. With. Hanyard drive. T.C 

May. 

Balloia nigra. Stinking Horehound. About Stafford a va- 
riety, white flowers with a tinge of red. With. Also about 
Colwich. F. July, August. 
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Melissft dlamintha*. Calamini. Rare. On a hedge bank 
nearWokele)' bridge. Rer. S. Dickenson; also aboni Colwich 
with the preceding. F. Jane, August. 

Scutellaria galericulata. lluodi d Willow-herb. Bine Skull* 
.cap. Navigation banks, Tixull. T. C. August. 
• Pnuiellit vulgaris ' Self-heal. Meadows . and pastures. Tiz- 
all. T. C. Aui^usf. 

Augiosperinia. IkuLsia uduntitcs. Red Buruia. liricLJawa- 
picces, Tixall. July, September. . 

- Rbnnnjiint crista GtUi. YalldwRatde. Prany-gra&s. Roogh 
Croft, Tixall. T. C. June, Jul/. . ' ' 

' Enphiisia officinalis. Ejre-bright. Tixall Ley Fiaik, T..C. 
July, September. 

Melainpyrum pratense. Yello^v. Cow-wbcai. Hollywood and 
Other places in Stont' parish. F. July, August. 

Pedicularis palustris. Marsh Louse-worl. Navigation Bank 
near Hay wood Wharf. T. C. June, July. 

P. sylvatica. Gomroon Louse-wort. Black Heath, Tiiuill. 
T. C. May, July. 

Aniirrhinnm Linaria. Toad>flax. Snapdragon. Butter and 
Eggs. Roadsides Ti.xall; CDOunOn. T.'C. July, September. 

Scrophularia aquatirn. Water Rctony. Fig-won. Naviga- 
tion Bank, Tixall. July, Scptouiber. 

Digitalis pui'purea. I'oxglovp ; very common in Slafl'ord- 
shire, though scarce in the v^estem and eastern counties. A 
variety with white flowers, on a stode wall which fences Lord 
Anson's High Leasow from Canneck Heath, nefir tha foot-path 
leading from Haywood' to. 'Stafford. T. C. June, Jplj. . Dr. 
Withering first recommended the powerful'medical virtues of the 
Digitalis to the public, b;^a pamphlet published in i^ClS. 
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T£TRADYNAMU. 

SOicoIosa. Drnbavcrna. Common WhiiloMr-grtM. Gnvd 
walls and walls, Tixali. T. C. March, April. 

Thlaspi campestre. Mithridate ACnsiard. Peny^ QoMiypiiM, 
Tixali. T.C. June, July. 

Thl. Bursa Pasiuriji. Shepherd's Poadi. Tixali, passim. 
T. C. March, S«piBB]ier. 

. Iberis nudicaaUs. Rod Cv8W. Naked Caidjr*laft. BSsad 
leading from Tixali to half-way house; hedge baak ondMnofih 
tide, T.C. May, July. 

SiUqaosa. Cardamine hirsuta. Haiij ladiei^ Smock ; cam* 

moB in Sinfibrdshire. With. May, June. 

Card, praieusis. Ladies' Smock. MeadowSi Titall. T. C 
April, May. 

Card, amara. Bitter ladies' Smock. Banks of Grand Trunk 
Canal near Haywood. T.C. April, May. 

Sisjrmbriam Nasmrdum. Waler^resaes. Brook bj TixaU 
church-yard.- T. C. Jnne, July. 

Sisymb. tcrrcstre. Annual Watercress. Near Staflbrd, on 
the road to the castle. "With, June, September. 

Erysimum officinale. Hedge Mustard. Crabtree-etocks. 
Hedges about the Hanyard. T. C. June, July. 

Erys. Alliaria. [Jack by the Hedge. Sauce Alone. Hedges, 
ditch banks and ihady places, TizaU. T.C. May. 

Tnrritis |^ra. Smooth towar Mustard, bi Hedges near 
lichfieldleadisgio Tamworth. F. May, Jane, 



■V; 
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HONADBLFHIA. 

Peniandria. Eradiani dcattunam. Hemlod SlorVs Bill. 
About Wliitttngtoii Heatl|. F. Jonfi, Angost. 

Decandria. Gennium pntMise. Cnmfoot, Craneiliiil. Mill 
Pond at Haywood Mill. Near the laim-yafd^ logeitxie; T. C. 
JniM, July. 

Geranium roberlianum. Herb Robert. A variety wlih white 
flowers, on the road from Lichfield to Staflbrd, a little beyond ilic 
4th luile stone. Savillc. April, August. Also in lanes near 
Hanchurch. F. 

G. Incidom. Shining Cranesbill. I^hme leading from Tintt 
to Stafford, near the tumpQie. T. C. May, August. 

G. pnsilliiiii. Small flowered Granesbill. Sernal places aboot 
Sandon, and at Walton near Sume. F. Jane, September. 

G. molle el dissectxim. Very common. T. C. April, Oct. 

Folyandria. Malva moschata. Mttsk Mallow j conunon in 
StaiTordsbire. With. July, August. 

DIADELPHIA. . ^ 

Hexandria. Fumaria officinalis. Fumitory. Gardeae tfad* 
Cnltivated grounds. Tixall. T. C May, August. 

F. claviculata. While climbing Fumitory. At Sandon, near 
Lord Harrowby's flower garden. Also near Oulton. F. ^June, 
Joly. 

Octandria. Polygala volgarit. Milkwort. Tixall Ley Pali. 
Black Heath. T.C. Jmie,Jiily. 

Decandria. Genista tinctoria. DyeiVweed. Cdey near 
Great Haywood. T.C Joly, Angost. 
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Gen. atiglica. Needle Fune. lugcsirie Saltmarsh. T.C. 
May, June. 

Ulex europcus. Febraaiy, August. Ulex nanu. Augost, Oc- 
tober. Gone. Both species'commoii at Tucall. T. C. 
Ononis arvensis. Resl-harrow. Var. B. at Black Heath, 

Tixall. T C. July. 

Lathy rus INissolia. Crliuson Grass- vetch. Colon Field near 
Slaflurd, in the? hcdgo Jtaiik on the iijipor part. Wilh. It is 
very bcaulilul, and deserves a place lu uur gardens. 
' Lath, pratensis. Meadow Yetchling. Hedges at Tixall. T. C. 
Jane. 

L* sylvestris. Kamm leaved Lathyrus. Everlasting Pea, At 

the Red Hill near Stone. F. Juiv., August. 

yicia sylvaiicQ. Wood Velch. Upon hedges at tlie bottom 
of a copse at ihc Radford's near Stone ; and very picntilully in a 
V'ood belonging to Wm. Jrrvis, Esq. uot iar from Oulloa. F. 
July, August. A beautiful climber. 

Yicia saliva. Velch. Siblhorp's variety, angusiifolia, grows 
in (he lane leading from Haywop^ to Coley. T. C. May, June. 

y. sepium. Black Velch. A variety with white, ilowers in 
HiUWalk. Tixall. T.C May, Jane. 

Omithopus pcrpusillus. Birds-foot. Sandy rock at Tixall, 
in the Stafford road just above the stone quarry. T. G. May, 
September. 

Astragalus glyiypiiyllos. Wild Liquorice, Rare. In the 
laue leading from l ixall lo StatTord, just beyond Kingsloa-pool. 
T. C. On a ditch bonk on the road from Stafford to Penkridge, 
nearly opposite the Roman Catholic chapel. Rev. S. Dickeusont 
Jane, July. 

Trifoiiuni striatum. Soft k<ufUcd Trefoil. In a field near 
Stafford. Idem. Jane. 
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POLYADJE.LPHIA. 

Pdyandiui. Hypericum qaadrangulum. St* PMttVwort. Can« 
nwk Heaih. T. C. June, July. 

Hyp. montanum. Alouniaiu St. Joha's-worC. Oakedge» 

near Wolspley bridge. T. C. July. 

Hyp. Pulchi uin. Upright St. JohuVwort. Can&ocL Heath. 
Wuiscley Park. T.C. JuJy. 

Uyp. dodes, and most of the plants of this genus, are to b« 
found in the neighbourhood of Stone.* F. 

SYNGENESU. 

Polygamia seqnalis. Tragopogon porrifolias, Fniple Goafs- 
beard. Sftlsafy. Crabtrcc-stocks, Tixall. T. C. May. 

Laciuca virosa. Wild Lrhucc. On a hedge bank ia the 
lumpikc-road near Charlley-castle. With. July, Au{»usl. 

Preuanihcs muralis. Ivy-leaved Lettuce. About the parson^ 
age house, Stone. F. July. 

Chicorium Intybus. Wild Succory. Endive. diflTs-padi 
piece, Tinll. T. C. July, August 

Arcdum Lappa. Burdodt. Crabtree-sU)dES, Tixall. T. G. 
July, August. 

Caiduus acanthoides. Welled Thistle. Rare. Road near 
Charlley-caslle. Rev. S. Dickenson. June, September. 

Carlina vulgaris. Carliue TliisUc. Cannock Heath. T. C. Juno. 

Eupatoriuni canaabiuum. Uemp Agriraouy. Turapike> 
road, neac Stevenson's fium-house at Weston. F. July, 
August. 

Pf 
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Polygamia superflua. Tussilago Farfara. CollWoot. Tixail; 
very common. T.C March, April. 

Tuss. Fctasites. fiuuerbur. Baiiks of the Treat at Hoo Mill* 
T.C. April. 

* Aster l^ipolnim. Sea Stanrort. Sahmanb, Tisall i^ebe. 
T. C. bi a salt meadow near Shirlejrwich, between the Trent 
aad the eanai. Widi. August, September. 

Chiysanthemam segetnm. G>iW Marigold. Tixall lodge 
mari pii. T. C. Juno, Oriober. 

Anllipmis nohilis. Caninmih^. Caiinork Heath, on the road 
from Hcdgford lo StaiFurd, near iljc linger pti^i ; plenliful. PilU ' 
August, September. 

Folj^jamia Fmstranea. Genttnrea Calciirapa. Star Hustle. 
Hill above King8tmaPool«^ T.C Jnl/, August. 

Gentaurea Cyanus. Com Flower. G>ni fields. Tixall. T.C. 
Jnnt. 

. CrNANDRIA. 

biandxia. Qrchis bifolia. Butteifl/. Orchis. In woods 
about Stone. F. June. 

Orchis mascnla. Eariy Orchis. CiabtreMtodn, Tisali. 
T.C. May. 

O. Jatifiolia. Broad leaved Prchis^ Moist aieadovs, Tixall 
Common. T* C. May, Juoe. 
Ophrys ovata. Twayblade. Grabtree-siocks. TizaU. X .C 

May, June. 

Sorapiaslatifolia. llellcborine. Under the youug oaks above 
llie Rough Groit. Tixall. T. C. July, AugusL 

MONOECIA. 

Teirandria. Betula aU»a. Birch Tree. The variety called 
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WMping Birchj grows faster than the common species. When 
advanccil in ajijo, ihn varied colours and rough surface of the 
bark, and it^ p!of,';iiitIy droopiiifj branrhos, f^ivc it a \ory t^\c- 
turesque a|)j)eai;iiJC(\ There is a very line oue at the end of the 
Ciover-gra^s^ Tixaii, near iLe Ley Park. T. C. April, May. 

Bryonia dioica. Briooy. WildVina. Cvabtrmiocks. Tixall. 
May, Sqptcmber. 

Polyandria. MyriopliylhunspicattHii. Spiked water MUUiDfl. 
In hroadwater Ditches, between the caaal and tbe river Sow* 
Tixall. T. C. May, July. 

Snr^ittaria safrittifolia. Arrow Head. la waters aboul St. Tho- 
mas I'riory. V. July, August. 

Arum maculatum. Cuckowpint. Lords and Ladies. Ditch 
banks and shady places, common. T. C. May. 

Qaercos Robur. Oak. A bandaome grove of them in Tizell 
Varik, some few of which are la or i4 feet in ciremnference. One 
of great age and still larger dimensions Stands in aqpot, whidi y 
was once the comer of Tixall Rowliug-green, now destroyed. 
The tradition of the family is that in the time of Oates's plot, 
(1678) the wretch Dugdalc gave evidence that, concealed behind 
this tree, he over-heard Lord Aston plotting with Lord Slallbrd 
against the governuieut, under pretence of playing at bowls. 
Upon this evidence Lord Aston was taken np and confined to the 
Towwr. For this venerable tree the following lines of Horace 
afford an appropHate inseripd<Mi : 

IDaet iM&ito te potoit die 
Qaicunqne priann «t sacrilagl mana 
Prodwdt aiboi, mm^olaM 

IVmwMM^ eppnbnimi^ pagi. Hoa. Lib. Od. 10. 
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Diandria. « Salix pentandni. Sweet Willow. B/ a wet ditch 
near the Easfr^tCi Stafford. With. April. 

Triandria. Empetmm nigrum. Crow-berries. (hartley BfoM. 
Lord Bagot. Cannock Heath. T. C. April, Maj. 

Pentandria. Homulnt lopulns. Hops. ComnUMi in hedges 
about Tixall. 

• 

The nature of this Work does not admit of entering on a deiaU 
of crypiog&mous Plants to be found in the vicinitjr of Tucall ; but 
the lovers of this inconspicnouSt though very interesting branch 
*ot Botany, will find here ample scope for tbcir amusing pursuitSi 
particulnrly about BlacK Heath, Tlxall, Chartley Paii. and Aloss» 
and among the wilds of Cannock Chace. 
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SUPPLEMENT. 



EXTRACTS FROM THE WORKS OF MICHAEL DRAYTON. 



( 1 ) 

To my Worthy and Bonourod Friend, 
MAI8IER WALTER ASTOM; 

(1598.) 

Though irithoul snspilion of flattarie I might in more ample 
and freer termes, intjrmate my affection onto yon, jet havmg so 

sensible a taste of your generous and noble disposition, which, 
without this habit of ceremony can estimate my love ; I will ra- 
ther affect brevitie, though it shouUl sccme my fault, then hy my 
tedious complement, to trouble mine o\\Tie opinion scttlod in 
your judgement and discretion. I make you the patron ol this 
Epistle of the Black Prince^ which I pray you accept^ till more 
easier boures offer np from me something more worthy of your 
tiew> and my traTell. 

YourSj truly devoted , 

MICH. DRA.YXOJX. 
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THE UAROKS WARS 

la TBB KAtCSB OF BDWABOS THB BBCOKD. 
WITH naLAKDS 

HEROICALL EPISTLES. 

BY MICUAELL DRAYTON. 

i685. 



To tie Wvrihj- and his most Honoured Fread^ 
MA. WALTER ASTON. 

I win not stnre m* inventioB to mSamb, 
With^ecdkt wonb your ejres to onterttnio; 

. T' observe the fbrmill ordinarie course. 

That every ouc so vulgarly dolli f^Ine. 
Our iolcrcbanged and deliberate choice, 

li wadi more finne and trqe dcction sorted 
Thui atandf ia ceimre of the oommoo Tojoe, 

That with li^ humour fimdlj is tnmqpocted. 

Nor take 1 pattenie oi aoolhcr's praise. 

But what my pea caa constantly avowe ; 
Nor walke more publiquOy nor olwcnrer waiet. 

Than vcrtue bid*, and judfementwiU alow. 

So shall my love, and best endeavours serve you. 
And still shall studie, still so to deserve you. 

MICHAJEXL DRArrON. 
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THE 

O VVLE, 
BY MICHAELL DRAYTON, 

esquihe. * 
Ifcetuas Mhenas, 



1604. 

• 

so 

THE WORTHY 
jind my most esteemed Patron 
SIR WALTER ASTON, 
niftn or vai 
■oaomuBu obha or rmm ami. 

For the ilixill txoinpot and sterne tra^k MnUMb 
Objects out-rageous and so iiill of feare; 
Our pen late steep'd id English Baron f woondl, 
Sent war-like accenU to yoat tutie-JuU earc. 
Oar Mtiva MiU9 to gsntlar oMwtb dight, 
Hot ilight'conoeitas in liiiiiiUod tana doth ma%i 
And with the bird (regardlesse of the light) 
Slow elv (iofh move lierlatp high-mounting wing. 
The wreathe is luye that inj^irts our browes, 
Wbere-ia this nightVbixd liarboretb all the day ^ 

9 
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Wa date tfot looke at other enmniag boughes. 
Bat leara the laitfcff nato tlieiii that maj. 

Lowe as the eartli, though our invention oiOTe: 
High jet as heaven (to you) our sputlcs luvc. 

BUCHAELL DRAXTON. 



(4) 

To the Honour of mj- Xoble Patron, 
&m WALTER ASTON} 

As oiher mj pocnu, to I conaeciale thew mjr pailoval poaiea. 

ICDSAITON. 



(5) 

MOSES IN A MAP OF.HIS MIRACLES. 

i6o4' 

TO MY ESTEEMED PATRON, SIR WALTER ASTON. 
inicHT OP mm aoiiooBAau oasm of baxb. 

Although oar sondij, (jret oar sacio^ ftnaesi 
Worke divers and as eontnurie effects. 

Yet tban your ownc, we sooke not other names. 
Nor stranger arches our iree muse erects. 
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Thougb llmltlcssc be nalumlly our lore, 
We can her powers oflicioiulj confine ; 

cm iiiAb'uct kcr wdcd^ to inorVf 
And kiMpe tlie conpute trisd j we «siigM ; 
To talwovr&Mre leave, (till tbat ampler time* 
Some glorious object strongly may beget) 
We make our tender of tlirse hallowed rimes 
The vertuous pajment of a worthier debt. 
Till to oar nuM0 tha numnmeiit w» vMra 
'That itodo and mariile imto dnttlMll wcai*. 

mCHAEtiL DRATTON. 

To thii poem are prefixed some comniMidaiorjr verses, accord- 
ing to the fashion of the times, and among them are the following : 

10 m ■ovooaAM.B snoar, 
SIR WALTER ASTON. 

Fnm Inmhk dMopooatee to Love's bow and fires. 
Thence to the anoMi of Uagi, and grieved peavet; 
Now to the gicat Jehovah's ael* aapirea, 

Faire sir, your poet's pen ; your noblesse cbeers 
Hismountiag muse ; and with so worlliv hand 
Applauds her flight, that oothiug she will leave 
Abora the top, whereon die makaaher atand. 
So high bri^t hoaoor learned apirita can heave I 
Sodl lustre lends the poet's poliahtvexBO 
Unto nobility, that after-times 
Shall ihiiikn their ])atroii"s verfues they rcheane. 
When vertuous men they caracleriu rhimes. 
¥oii raiae hu thon^ta widi fill! deaiie of lame } 
AndaaMMigit heroes he enroUa your name. 

Tours, 
BEALE SAPPERTON. 
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FHOM THE PREFACE TO POLYQLBION. 

Whatever is herein diat isMes of ■ &m aplnt, I theakfnlljr con> 

fess it to proceed from thecontinualbonnty of my noblefiiend. 
Sir Walter Aston ; which hath given me the best of those honres* 
whose leasure hath efiected this which 1 now publish. 



(7) 
TO Tratfons 

SIR WALTER A8TON» 

«iii«m or TAB HOVOOBASts OM»n OF TBS am, 

*ap or au uumtnn warn oumbbk. 
1619. 

Sib, 

These my dew poems, the works of that maiden reigne, in the 

spring of our acquaintance, as it pleased you then to patronize, 

ns I singly set iliom Cui ih j so now colloctod in this small vo- 
lume, 1 make ihe best present that my poorc abilitie is able to 
tender you Howsoever they may appear to these more prodi- 
gious daies 1 know not j but this much I will say to mine owne 
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disadvantage, (should they hap to be unwelcoine to these times) 
that thejr were the firait of that muse^iursuig season, before this 

£ros^ boreas, (I mcane the world's culdncssc) had niptonrflowiie 
TempCf that with his pestilential fogs is like utterly to poyson the 
Piercan spring, do not jlpollo mightilv pi'otrct it : before 1 say 
hell had sent up her blackr furies, that in every corner breathe 
their venome in the face of clcere poesic j and, but that, as shec 
is dtvine> her beauties be immortally they had before this blasted 
ber sweetnesse, and made her as ugly to the world as they them- 
advcsare in theeiesof true jndgedment and verine. Worthy 
Sir, ray widi is, diat as long as these poems can live, they may re> 
maine as a monument by mee raised to your honour, whose con- 
tinnance I wish, with as ranch happiness to your family as can 
be desired^ - By your devoted, 

M. DKiLYTON. 
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# i. . ■. ■ . 1 •• 

POSTSCRIPT. ; 



A MEMORANDUM . . ' * 

Conceroiiig the Pedigree of Sir Roger de Attoa, of Bapvood, ia <h^ 
countj of Stafford, who died in thejrear iSoo. 

Odo^ de Campania, or Count of Champagne, son of Odo, Count 
of Blois, and Cliartrcs, and j^randsou of Ricliard I. Dtike of Normandy, 
•ccompanied his cousin Wilhdm the Conqueror into England. (io66.) 

Odo was the father of Stephen, Coont of Albemarle, and HoUenWHe | 
wbo mt bther of Willt«n& Groise, aboEul of Albcmade, md Hdder- 
BOtMy md Lotd of CnvcD, in die eountjr of York. 

Vmam h Grotse memed Gcel^, drafter of Williaai Fitx-Duncan, 

Earl of Murray, ntid nephew to Malcolm, King of Scots : by whom 
he had only two daughten, Hawiie, ud Ctcalj. William Is GrosM 

died in the year 1 1 -^9. 

*' Cicely was the wife of — EIsto», who had issue by her a son called 
Raholpu, and he Johh, father of another Joan de Estoh (or Astok) : who, 
u ri^t \mt, after " Avdin* de Fortibu^* daimed the euldoiB of Al- 
benurie, in 6 Edw. 1 , (ia77>) BdI he bed cerUin lands inHiomton, as< 
Bgned to hioif to the value of one hundred pounds per annum, to releetO 
his right therein, which he did accordingj|y."— (Dugdale'a Baronage of 
England," vol. i, p. 60, rt spq.) 

As the Christian name c 1 Ranulph, or Ralph, iu this passage of Dugdalc, 
.if the same as that of the father of Roger de Astou, of Uaywood \ and 



( 3i8 ) 

•I dittime when thej Ured conrwpoacb natlOj, h diCM not food mmoq, 

to conjecture that thej were one and the same person? Such a deweDt 
woold justly entitle " Roger de Aston" to the appellation of falettus, 
which was sjnonimous with MagnaU'sJiUus, the son of a nobleman, and ac- 
cording to tho wuBflMM tmtiaMiaf tiwBlSapMam, wniatliote times 
onlj givm to the kiii|ft tooSf or to jomig boUmmb of die fiirt nnk. 

John do BIstion, or jlston, warn ofRalph, and iathor of John, who claimed 
die Okddom of AlbeiiMale, wu probably the dder brolhar of *' Rofor do 
AilOD of Hajwood," and 4ie Mm* who was joined with the rebeHiowlNi* 
roos in the castle of Kenilworth, against king Heniy III. about tho jotr 
x»6o« — (See the Genealogy of the iamiljrof Aston, Note G.) 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS. 



Page 9,1. 22, read Baronettum ; p. 1 7, 1. 6, for 1775 r. I'jH; 
p. ao, 1. ij, for aboi^e 12 or i^feet r. from 1 a to 14 feet ; p. aS, 
1, aO| for counlniRf r* ctmnties j p. 24, 1. 5, r. Crompton ; p. 26, 
I. '18, for to read, of ; p. 38> I. 7, and again 1. 18, for WilUam r. 
Waller; p. 4^ 1. a5, foriva//r. wdl; p. 4^, 1.9* for/raem r. 
epistle ; p. 68, 1. a5« for or^if ftwioe r. marling; p\ 100, last line, 
tor to read, so. 

Some of the lines towards the conclusion of the poem on the 
ruins of Tixall seem, in a historical and topographical point of 
view, to require 6ome illustration. 

P. io4i 1- i5, 

For heroes here their eyes hatm tSoteJU 

Sir John Aston, Knight of the Bath, and Knight Bannerai, in die 

reign of Henrjr 8. Sir Walter Aston, Knt. in the days of Eliza- 
beth. Walter, second Lord Aston, who defended Lichfield for 
King Charles \. To them may be added the greatest pan of their 
chivalrous ancestors, who, being all Knights, at a time when 
knighthood was something more than n namo, had more or less 
their share in the warlike enterprises of their times ; though in 
the lapse oi ages, the recbrd of their ad?enturous deeds has not 
descei^ed to ns. 
Ibid. 1.14, 

»a a 
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Waller* first Lord Aston, twice Amjbassador in Spain. Rich- 
ard Weston, Eail of Portland, Locd High Txeaaorer, whose 
daughter, Maij was married to Walter, second Lord Aston. 

Ibid. 1. i5, 

And t0§u,wcHfy mount's dtarm, 
iSEflM wooV A«r fo thrir hmpng unms. 

The second and third Lords Aston ; who from the intolerant 
spirit of religious persecution in their times, were compelled to 
live in retirement, and devoted their leisure hours to philosophic 
cal and scieiuiUc pursuits, as appears from their Manuscripts still 
preserved at Tixall ; some extracts from which have been piib- 
-lished ill ibe second volume of the Tixall Letters. The fourth 
Lord Asion als6 apprars to have kept up a correspoudancc with 
thn rrreal aslronoiner I'lamstead, and with several of the philo> 
sophital friends of Sir Isaac Newton. See Tixall Letters, vol. a. 
- IsaaC;Walton, a great adnfeirer of the beauties of Nature, was 
a natiTe of Stafford, and was intimate with the second i<ord As- 
ton. Dr. Withering, who lived at Stafford, while composing his 
Boiaiucal Arrangements; and Dr. Darwin, author of Zoonomia, 
the Botanic Garden, etc. who resided at Lichlield, were both 
frequent visitors at Tixall. 

ibid. 1. 17, 

And po9U h8r0 have struck ths fyrt* 

Drayton ; his steady patron, Walter, first Lord Aston ; Sir 
Richard Fanshaw» the translator of Camocns ; and die authors 
and editor of the poems, in that curioiis and interesting work, the 

Tixall Poetry." 

In the preface to that work, p. 3i, the editor .says, " In the 
notes to these poems, 1 have found an opportunity to insert two 
short poems of my own composition ; not only for the reasons 



Digitized by Google 



( 331 ) 

there assigned, but from an amcious desire to prove that the Heli- 
conian Maids still love to linjrcr amoiifj the hills, the streams, and 
the groves ai Tixall." He now takes occasion to insert here the 
following 

ON TIXALL, 

THE BIBTU-FLACE OF TBS AOTHOM. 

Tixall, thy rural charms so fresh and fair, 

Where Art and Nature strive for mastery; 
Thy vernal suns, pure skies, and healthful air, 

Widi iO Hm benatiM of % WMaaiy : 
^ Tint vwdant bwn, tkofe lofiljr sweUing m$, 

The varioM vimn of walar, woods and f^adai, 
Luxuriant groves, rich meadoWs, crystal rills. 

Umbrageous bowers, and thought-inspiring shade*— 
. Though these eoraptoring scenes, for ever aew, 

IVetent ov absMl, on my fancy dwdl. 
Yet not for them to thee mj heiit is trae. 

Yet not for them I fed nqrboaoin swdl : 
But that here first these eyes beheld the daj. 
And that here flowed mj infant jeii*awaj* 

All die biographers of Drajftonr (who ym one (tf the most emi- 
nampbettin the golden reign of Queen Elizabeth, and in that of 
her snccessor) take notice of the liberal patronage which he 
enjoyed from Sir Walter Aston of Tixall. This Drayton himself 
gratefully acknowledges, in the prefaces, and dedications, to 
many of his works. They are to be found collected in the 
Supplement. 

P. i56, 1. 6» r. agreements j p. i43, 1. 8. Spetehley in iSSg, 
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(3o Hcu. 8.) came into ihc possession ofRlchanl Sheldon, who was 
married to Catherine, daughter of Thomas Littleton. Their son 
Philip sold it to Mr. Rowland Berkeley, wrho tiettled the same on 
hb son Sir Robert Berkeley, Knt. jiutice of ibe Kin^s Bench. 
He died in 1693, aged 7a, and is interred under a handsome 
aItar>tomb in Spctchlejr chnrcb. He was succeeded by hb eldest 
son; and his descendants now enjoy the whole property of the 
parish. Robert Herkeley, Esq. the present possessor, has lately 
erected there a very clc'^ant and commodious modcra mansion, 
which is surrounded by a handsome park, well stocked with deer, 
and a noble demesne. 

P. 146, 1. 3, for 35 r. S5 ; p. a38, 1. 5, for rere r. were; 
Ibid. 1. 9, torrHl r. vill; p. a6i, 1. 33, for have r. having ; p. 
387, 1. iS, r. Valeriana ; p. a88, 1. 3a, for Cleaves r. Cleavers ; 
p. 389, 1. 34, r. vulgare; Ibid. 1. Tg, for BeaUt r. Bean ; p. 260^ 

1. I J, r. Convolvulus ; p. 39?, 1. \i, r. opulus; p. 395, 1. II, 

for stale r. stem ; Ibid. 1. 36, for S^ing r. j»purge. 
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THE FOUjOWING 

WORKS 

■ATB tmt LATBLY PQIUSOIO BT 

ARTHUR CLIFFORD, ESQ. 



I. Tb« STATE PAPERS and LETTERS of Sir Ralph Sadus, Knight 

Banaeretj with Historical Xotes, PortniUy Atttogmphi, and oth«r Em- 

bellishmeols : in two vols. 4^0. ^ 

This Colleclion of iniporlaMt Stato Papers consists of four sels of Let- 
ters^ relating <ilmost ciilirvly to tite alTairs of Scollaad, and to llic liis- 
tory of the uafortuoale Queen Maiy. Sir Ralph Sadler, who was foe 
some tioM her kee|Mr in TaUnurf Caalle, boce a principal part in these 
' meamnUe tranmcliont, and dieplagr^d Uumfhont fieat abOhtet both as 
a soldier and a statesmen. He died at a veij advanced age, in the yaa^ 
1 58-. His Letters and Slate Papers throw a cousiderublc light on one 
of the most interesting periods of British History. They are pubHshed 
from the Origiual Manuscripts which have been preserved in the &milj of 
Sir Thomas GKiroxd, Bart, of Tiiall, in the connty frf'Staioid, formerly 
the seat of the ancient family of Astoo. Sir Walter Aston, of Ttsall, 
kuight and banneret, first Lord Aston, married in the year 160^, Cer* 
trude Sadler, grand-daughter and lulrcss of Sir Ralph Sadler. He was 
grandfather to Waiter, third Lord Astou^ whose grandson James, tifth 
Lord Aston, was grandfather to the Editor. 

IL TIXALL POETRY ; with iNotes aud lUustraUons, in One 

Volume Quarto. . 

This volnme consists of a colleclion of Miscellaneous PoeoM, V^'^J 
written and partly oollecled by individuals of the family of Sir Walter 
Aston, of Tisall, in Staffocdsbire *, who was the cotemporaiy and patron of 

Drayton, one of the most eminent English poets in the reign ofQneen JQi* 
xabeth, and King James L 



Among lliese porms will be fouml a Pindaric Ode by Drydcn, wi'lli 
sorae pieces by Sir Robert Fan&baw^ and other [H>et8 of the i^th century, 
never before published. The whole .it printed from the ori^nal nu- 
nuMripts, whidi were diicovcred in an old tntnk at Tlsall. 

ni. TIXALL LETTERS } or the Gorreipondence of the Atton FmHf 
and their friend* during the 17th centnij } with Notes and ninabnliottst 
in n vds. lamo. 

In the Pnm and speedily wHl ht Published f in One 
Fbfume Oetm*o. 

COLLECTANEA CLll JbORDlANA 

iN THREE PARTS.' 

COMTAimiO 

I. ANECDOTES of nitutrions Personages of the name ofCUiRwd. 

n. HISTORICAL and GENEALOGICAL NOTICES respecting the 

origin and nntiquitv of the CUA'ord Fsmiijr* 
UL CLIFFORD, a 'Xragedj, 
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